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Ohio FSA State Newsletter - July 9, 2021 
 

In This Edition of the Ohio FSA State Newsletter: 

• A Message from the Ohio FSA State Office 
• USDA Announces Dates for CRP General and Grasslands Signups 
• USDA Opens Signup for CLEAR30, Expands Pilot to Be Nationwide 
• Producers with Individual Agriculture Risk Coverage Reminded to Report 

Yields 
• Eligibility for Nominations for the 2021 County Committee Elections 
• USDA Issues Payments for Producers Impacted by 2018 and 2019 Natural 

Disasters 
• 2021 Acreage Reporting Dates 
• Getting Acreage Reporting Right 
• Producers Can Now Hay, Graze and Chop Cover Crops Anytime and Still 

Receive Full Prevented Planting Payment 
• July 2021 Loan and Interest Rates 
• Dates to Remember 

 

A Message from the Ohio FSA State Office 
Summer is a busy time of year for farmers and producers as well as your County FSA office. 
The deadline for certification of spring crop, perennial forage (pastures) and Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) acres is July 15.  Please remember to follow the acreage reporting 
process outlined by your County FSA office and get in touch with them as soon as you finish 
planting. 

Additionally, with this already being a busy time of year for our staff as they finish up certifying 
acreage, they also prepared and issued 100 percent of the calculated Quality Loss 
Adjustment (QLA) payment and an additional 40 percent of 2019 WHIP+ payments. The 
additional 2019 WHIP+ payment results in total overall payment of 90 percent. 

FSA over the past couple weeks has made several announcements associated with the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), including a new deadline of July 23 for those who 
want to submit an application for general CRP practices.  FSA will also accept applications for 
CRP Grasslands from July 12 to August 20. This year, USDA updated both signup options to 
provide great incentives for producers and increase its conservation benefits, including 
reducing the impacts of climate change. We also have sign-ups for CLEAR30 and Continuous 
CRP.  We encourage you to contact your County FSA office to discuss details related to the 

https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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recent changes and to schedule an appointment to submit or make a new offer.  Articles 
included in this newsletter provide additional details. 

FSA County Committee (COC) election season continues, with the deadline to submit a 
nomination to serve on a local committee set for Aug. 2. County Committees are important as 
they oversee the functions of county FSA offices and provide input on programming and local 
agricultural issues. For more information on this opportunity, read the article below and then 
contact your FSA county executive director. 

Our Ohio service centers are allowed limited visitors, by-appointment-only. Staff can also work 
with producers via phone, email and through other electronic options for sharing and signing 
FSA forms. Visitors will be required to complete a COVID screening questionnaire prior to 
their appointment and wear a mask while in the service center if not fully vaccinated. Fully 
vaccinated staff and visitors are not required to wear a mask.  Your compliance with the safety 
protocol is appreciated and allows us to continue to provide limited in-person service. To 
make an in-person or phone appointment, contact your FSA County office.  

Additional program details and more in-depth information is provided in our newsletter. 

 

USDA Announces Dates for CRP General and 
Grasslands Signups 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has set a July 23, 2021, deadline for agricultural 
producers and landowners to apply for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General 
signup 56. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will accept applications for CRP 
Grasslands from July 12 to August 20. This year, USDA updated both signup options to 
provide great incentives for producers and increase its conservation benefits, including 
reducing the impacts of climate change. 

Both signups are competitive and will provide for annual rental payments for land devoted to 
conservation purposes. 

CRP now makes more financial sense for producers while also providing a bigger return on 
investment in terms of natural resource benefits. The General and Grasslands signups are 
part of a broader suite of tools available through CRP to integrate key conservation practices 
on our nation’s working lands. 

General Signup Through CRP, producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-
conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve 
water quality, and enhance wildlife habitat on cropland.  Lands enrolled in CRP also play a 
key role in mitigating impacts from climate change, and FSA has added a new Climate-Smart 
Practice Incentive for practices that sequester carbon and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

FSA is also adding a one-time “inflationary” adjustment for payment rates, as well as having 
more flexibility on adjusting soil rental rates. 

FSA opened the General Signup in January 2021 and extended the original deadline to July 
23, 2021, to enable producers to consider FSA’s new improvements to the program. 

https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/crp-general-enrollment-signup_factsheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Grasslands Signup CRP Grasslands helps landowners and operators protect grassland, 
including rangeland, and pastureland and certain other lands, while maintaining the areas as 
grazing lands. Protecting grasslands contributes positively to the economy of many regions, 
provides biodiversity of plant and animal populations, and improves environmental quality. 

FSA has updated the Grasslands Signup to establish a minimum rental rate of $15 per acre, 
as well as new National Grassland Priority Zones. 

How to Sign Up To enroll in the CRP General signup, producers and landowners should 
contact their local USDA Service Center by the July 23 deadline. To enroll in the CRP 
Grasslands signup, they should contact USDA by the August 20 deadline. While USDA offices 
may have limited visitors because of the pandemic, Service Center staff continue to work with 
agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. To work with FSA, producers 
and landowners should contact their local USDA Service Center. Contact information can be 
found at farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 

USDA Opens Signup for CLEAR30, Expands Pilot 
to Be Nationwide 
Landowners and agricultural producers currently enrolled in the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) now have a wider opportunity to enroll in a 30-year contract through the Clean 
Lakes, Estuaries, And Rivers initiative, called CLEAR30. The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) is expanding CLEAR30 – a water-quality focused option available through CRP – to 
be nationwide now. 

Interested producers with CRP contracts expiring September 30, 2021, should sign up by 
August 6, 2021. CLEAR30 provides an opportunity for producers to receive incentives for a 
30-year commitment to water quality practices on their CRP land, building on their original 10- 
to 15-year CRP contracts. 

These long-term contracts ensure that practices remain in place for 30 years, which improves 
water quality through reducing sediment and nutrient runoff and helping prevent algal blooms. 

About CLEAR30 

CLEAR30 was created by the 2018 Farm Bill to better address water quality concerns. 
Originally, CLEAR30 was only available in the Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay watersheds. 
Now, access is expanded to agricultural producers nationwide. 

Eligible producers must have certain water quality benefitting practices currently enrolled 
under continuous CRP or through the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP), 
under contracts that are expiring on September 30, 2021. 

These long-term contracts will help ensure that conservation impacts and benefits remain in 
place for 30 years, reducing sediment and nutrient runoff and, ultimately, algal blooms. 
Conservation in riparian areas also provides important carbon sequestration benefits. 
Traditional CRP contracts run from 10 to 15 years. 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/crp-grasslands-signup_fact-sheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Annual rental payments for landowners who enroll in CLEAR30 will be equal to the current 
Continuous CRP annual payment rate plus a 20% water quality incentive and annual rate 
adjustment of 27.5%. 

How to Sign Up 

To sign up for CLEAR30, contact your local USDA Service Center by August 6, 2021. While 
USDA offices may be closed to visitors because of the pandemic, Service Center staff 
continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. To 
conduct business, please contact your local USDA Service Center. 

 

Producers with Individual Agriculture Risk 
Coverage Reminded to Report Yields 
Producers who elected Individual Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC-IC) are required to report 
yields annually to FSA. The final date to report production from the prior crop year for farms 
enrolled in ARC-IC is July 15. The ARC Program is an income support program that provides 
payments when actual crop revenue declines below a specified guarantee level. 

ARC-IC program payments are issued when the actual individual crop revenue for all covered 
commodities planted on the ARC-IC farm is less than the ARC-IC guarantee for those covered 
commodities. ARC-IC uses producer’s certified yields, rather than county level yields. ARC-IC 
payments are dependent upon the planting of covered commodities on the farm. A producer’s 
ARC-IC farm is defined as the sum of the producer’s interest in all ARC-IC enrolled farms in 
the state. Producers with all farms enrolled in County Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price 
Loss Coverage are not required to report production from the prior crop year. 

For more information contact your FSA County office.  

 

Eligibility for Nominations for the 2021 County 
Committee Elections 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees 
are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and 
local administration of federal farm programs. 

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and 
equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are 
accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local 
decision making and farm program delivery process. 

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative 
areas (LAA). Each member serves a three-year term. To be eligible for nomination and hold 
office as a committee member or alternate, a person must fulfill each of the following 
requirements: (1) be a producer with an interest in farming or ranching operations, (2) 
participate or cooperate in any FSA program provided for by law, (3) be a U.S. citizen, (4) be 

https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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of legal voting age, (5) meet the basic eligibility requirements, and (6) reside in the county or 
multi-county jurisdiction in which they will be serving. A cooperating producer is someone who 
has provided information about their farming but may not have applied or received FSA 
program benefits. 

All nomination forms for the 2021 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA 
Service Center by Aug. 2, 2021. For more information on FSA county committee elections and 
appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC 
Member available online at: fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

 

USDA Issues Payments for Producers Impacted by 
2018 and 2019 Natural Disasters 
More than $1 billion in payments will be released over the next several weeks starting June 15 
for agricultural producers with approved applications for the Quality Loss Adjustment (QLA) 
Program and for producers who have already received payments through the Wildfire and 
Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus (WHIP+). These U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
programs provide disaster assistance to producers who suffered losses to 2018 and 2019 
natural disasters. 

Producers weathered some significant natural disasters in 2018 and 2019, and USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) provided support for crop value and production losses through QLA 
and crop quantity losses through WHIP+. 

QLA Payments 

QLA provides assistance to crop and forage producers who suffered a quality loss due to 
qualifying natural disasters occurring in 2018 or 2019. FSA will begin issuing payments to 
producers on June 15.  FSA accepted applications from Jan. 6 to April 9, 2021.  Based on 
these QLA applications, producers will receive 100% of the calculated assistance under QLA. 

For each crop year, 2018, 2019 and 2020, the maximum amount that a person or legal entity 
may receive, directly or indirectly, is $125,000. Payments made to a joint operation (including 
a general partnership or joint venture) will not exceed $125,000, multiplied by the number of 
persons and legal entities that comprise the ownership of the joint operation. A person or legal 
entity is ineligible for QLA payment if the person’s or legal entity’s average Adjusted Gross 
Income exceeds $900,000, unless at least 75% is derived from farming, ranching or forestry-
related activities. 

Second WHIP+ Payments 

WHIP+ provides payments to producers to offset production losses due to hurricanes, 
wildfires, and other qualifying natural disasters that occurred in 2018 and 2019. WHIP+ 
covered losses of crops, trees, bushes and vines that occurred as a result of those disaster 
events. 

Producers who applied for and have received their first WHIP+ payment can expect to receive 
the second payment beginning in mid-June for eligible crop losses.  Due to budget 
constraints, producers received an initial WHIP+ payment for 2019 crop losses equal to 50% 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Felections%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C80a5b88a372446e1ba7508d942fef6a6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637614485096165403%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=O9tAr5suQ1mJoRxU2joKY%2Br2%2BB206LgHHc0oLzfQD1Y%3D&reserved=0
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of the calculated payment.  This second payment will be equal to 40% of the calculated 
payment for a total 90% WHIP+ program payment. This second round of WHIP+ payments 
are expected to exceed $700 million.  A third round of payments may be issued if sufficient 
funds become available.  Producers with 2018 crop losses have already been compensated at 
100%. 

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements 

All producers receiving QLA Program and WHIP+ payments are required to purchase federal 
crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for the next 
two available crop years at the 60% coverage level or higher. If eligible, QLA participants may 
meet the insurance purchase requirement by purchasing Whole-Farm Revenue Protection 
coverage offered through USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

More Information 

USDA offers a comprehensive portfolio of disaster assistance programs.  On farmers.gov, the 
Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan 
Discovery Tool can help producers and landowners determine all program or loan options 
available for disaster recovery assistance. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, 
producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent. For FSA and NRCS 
programs, they should contact their local USDA Service Center. 

 

2021 Acreage Reporting Dates 
To comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to contact 
their FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for: 

July 15, 2021 --- Report all your Burley Tobacco, Cabbage (Planted 3/19/21-5/31/21), Corn, 
Grain Sorghum, Hybrid Corn Seed, Spring Oats, Popcorn, Potatoes, Soybeans, Sugar Beets, 
Tomatoes and all other spring-seeded crops. Report Perennial Forage Crops and 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acreage.  
Aug. 15, 2021 --- Report Cabbage (Planted 6/1/21-7/20/21).  
Sept. 30, 2021 --- Report Aquaculture.  
Dec. 15, 2021 --- Report Fall-Seeded 2022 crops, Barley, Fall Wheat, and all other Fall-
Seeded Small Grains. 

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then 
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or 
acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

Please contact the office as soon as possible, if you have had changes in your farming 
operation -- such as renting new acreage for 2021, dropping farms, ownership changes, 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C80a5b88a372446e1ba7508d942fef6a6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637614485096175362%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=FJBRK6pEENViHIKycA%2BG9hdeWALwaUiVHR98Eba%2BL5k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C80a5b88a372446e1ba7508d942fef6a6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637614485096175362%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=FJBRK6pEENViHIKycA%2BG9hdeWALwaUiVHR98Eba%2BL5k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C80a5b88a372446e1ba7508d942fef6a6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637614485096175362%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=VyjSdGGu2YVx4ZLVb5W7uoXBOnOhr1VCG5iNof%2F1qQ8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FPolicy-and-Procedure%2FInsurance-Plans%2FWhole-Farm-Revenue-Protection%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C80a5b88a372446e1ba7508d942fef6a6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637614485096185318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Z%2Fii182nLc3pkIRQXt2W%2BiITeHaVNB0ew8qzZ3ljtp8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FPolicy-and-Procedure%2FInsurance-Plans%2FWhole-Farm-Revenue-Protection%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C80a5b88a372446e1ba7508d942fef6a6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637614485096185318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Z%2Fii182nLc3pkIRQXt2W%2BiITeHaVNB0ew8qzZ3ljtp8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FInformation-Tools%2FAgent-Locator-Page%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C80a5b88a372446e1ba7508d942fef6a6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637614485096185318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=PLrVOhfVP%2FVrE35omSDolYeYn60DA%2Bh3MuKZLqxzt2Y%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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breaking out new land, and changes to your operation. Updated farm records are important to 
maintain the accuracy and integrity of programs administered by FSA. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, 
were unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice 
of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and 
USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the 
acreage reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

If you have applied for organic certification and do not receive it before the acreage reporting 
deadline, you may provide the necessary documentation to FSA immediately upon receipt 
from the certifying agent. 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your County 
FSA office. 

 

Getting Acreage Reporting Right 
You have a lot at stake in making sure your crop insurance acreage reporting is accurate and 
on time. If you fail to report on time, you may not be protected. If you report too much acreage, 
you may pay too much premium. If you report too little acreage, you may recover less when 
you file a claim. 

Crop insurance agents often say that mistakes in acreage reporting are the easiest way for 
producers to have an unsatisfactory experience with crop insurance. Don’t depend on your 
agent to do this important job for you. Your signature on the bottom of the acreage reporting 
form makes it, legally, your responsibility. Double-check it for yourself. 

Remember - acreage reporting is your responsibility. Doing it right will save you money. 
Always get a copy of your report immediately after signing and filing it with your agent and 
keep it with your records. Remember, it is your responsibility to report crop damage to your 
agent within 72 hours of discovery. Never put damaged acreage to another use without prior 
written consent of the insurance adjuster. You don’t want to destroy any evidence of a 
possible claim. Learn more by visiting RMA’s website. 

 

Producers Can Now Hay, Graze and Chop Cover 
Crops Anytime and Still Receive Full Prevented 
Planting Payment 
Agricultural producers with crop insurance can hay, graze or chop cover crops for silage, 
haylage or baleage at any time and still receive 100% of the prevented planting payment. 
Previously, cover crops could only be hayed, grazed or chopped after November 1, otherwise 
the prevented planting payment was reduced by 65%. 

https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=oh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C80a5b88a372446e1ba7508d942fef6a6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637614485096195273%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=I78Iqq5q1rmnkOc%2Bu1y3UBn%2BCPl3sxpcSy9UpBrf%2BB8%3D&reserved=0
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Risk Management Agency (RMA) added this 
flexibility as part of a broader effort to encourage producers to use cover crops, an important 
conservation and good farming practice. Cover crops are especially important on fields 
prevented from planting as they help reduce soil erosion and boost soil health. 

RMA recognizes that cover crops are not planted as an agricultural commodity but rather with 
the primary purpose for conservation benefits. For the 2021 crop year and beyond, RMA will 
not consider a cover crop planted following a prevented planting claim to be a second crop. 
But RMA will continue to consider a cover crop harvested for grain or seed to be a second 
crop, and it remains subject to a reduction in the prevented planting indemnity in accordance 
with the policy. 

This decision to allow flexibility for the 2021 crop year and to make the change permanent for 
future years builds on the advanced research and identified benefits cover crops have 
supporting healthy soils and cropland sustainability efforts. Additionally, this decision aligns 
with the 2018 Farm Bill’s designation of cover crops as a good farming practice. 

More Information 

To learn more about this policy change, visit RMA’s Prevented Planting webpage. The 
webpage also has the latest Cover Crop Termination Guidelines, which USDA updated in 
2019 as a result of greater flexibilities provided in the 2018 Farm Bill. 

Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop insurance agents. A list of 
crop insurance agents is available at all USDA Service Centers and online at the RMA Agent 
Locator. Learn more about crop insurance and the modern farm safety net at rma.usda.gov. 

USDA is committed to empowering agricultural producers to conserve natural resources while 
strengthening their operations through voluntary conservation. One of the conservation 
practices that can best be leveraged in agriculture is cover crops. Nationally, cover crops 
planted in partnership with NRCS are shown to sequester the equivalent of approximately 
500,000 metric tons of carbon dioxide annually. This is as impactful as removing nearly 
109,000 passenger vehicles from the road each year. Studies have also shown that cover 
crops provide increased corn and soybean yields. While results vary by region and soil type, 
cover crops are proven to reduce erosion, improve water quality and increase the health and 
productivity of the soil while building resilience to climate change. Additionally, RMA provided 
a premium benefit to producers who planted cover crops through the Pandemic Cover Crop 
Program to help producers maintain cover crop systems amid the financially challenging 
pandemic. 

 

July 2021 Loan and Interest Rates 
Farm Operating Loans, Direct                   -- 1.875%  
Farm Ownership Loans, Direct                  -- 3.250% 
Limited Resource Loans                            -- 5.000%  
Farm Ownership Loans, Down Payment   -- 1.500%  
Emergency Loans                                      -- 2.875%  
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 3 year            -- 0.375% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 5 year            -- 0.750% 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2FTopics%2FPrevented-Planting%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C80a5b88a372446e1ba7508d942fef6a6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637614485096195273%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=VvN2HqCoE5ynuOWojc2W6QmhwqbMW1Gx%2FyRBtk9zB%2BA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FInformation-Tools%2FAgent-Locator-Page%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C80a5b88a372446e1ba7508d942fef6a6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637614485096205229%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=VqjRoZ6kIis7i9OwTwjDI7JKz0%2FTT3cRABIEkRlOZv0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2Fen%2FInformation-Tools%2FAgent-Locator-Page%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C80a5b88a372446e1ba7508d942fef6a6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637614485096205229%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=VqjRoZ6kIis7i9OwTwjDI7JKz0%2FTT3cRABIEkRlOZv0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C80a5b88a372446e1ba7508d942fef6a6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637614485096205229%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=oSTkzDpcaswgb5GfLtB0%2BF64k2SyWWjFKpWhs9I6n6o%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/archived/cover-crops?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/archived/cover-crops?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Farm Storage Facility Loan, 7 year            -- 1.250% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 10 year          -- 1.500%  
Farm Storage Facility Loan, 12 year          -- 1.750% 
Sugar Storage Facility Loans, 15 year       -- 1.875% 
Commodity Loans                                      -- 1.125% 

 

Dates to Remember 
July 12 --- First day of Conservation Reserve Program Grasslands Signup. 

July 15 --- 2020 ARC-IC Production Certification Deadline to submit yields for Crops enrolled 
in ARC-IC. 

July 15 --- Final certification date to report burley tobacco; cabbage planted through May 31; 
corn, grain sorghum, hybrid corn seed, spring oats, potatoes, popcorn, sugar beets, tomatoes 
and other crops. Report perennial forage crops. Report Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
acreage. 

July 15 --- End of primary nesting season for CRP program purposes. 

July 23 --- Last day to enroll in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General Signup. 

Aug. 2 ---- Last day to submit Nominations for 2021 FSA County Committee Elections to FSA. 

Aug. 2 ---- Deadline to request a farm reconstitution or farm transfer for 2021. 

Aug. 6 ---- Last day to enroll in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous and 
CLEAR30. 

Aug. 20 -- Last day to enroll in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands Signup. 

Aug. 31 -- Deadline to obtain 2021 NAP coverage for Aquaculture, Christmas trees, 
Floriculture, Ginseng, Mushrooms, Turf grass Sod and Watercress. 

Sept. 6 --- Labor Day Holiday. USDA Service Centers Closed. 

Ongoing 

• Deadline TBA: Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) 2 as FSA will accept 
new and modified CFAP 2 applications.  

• Reports of Failed Acreage must be filed with the County Office before disposition of 
the crop. 

• Reports of Prevented Planting Acreage must be filed with the County Office no later 
than 15 calendar days after the final planting date for that county and producers of 
hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops must notify FSA within 72 hours of 
when a loss becomes apparent. 

 

https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/cfap?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Ohio FSA State Office 
200 North High Street   

Room 540  
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Phone: 614-255-2441  
Visit the Ohio FSA website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/oh 

Acting State Executive Director: Mark 
VanHoose  

Administrative Officer:  
Traci Garza 

Conservation Chief:  
Brandi Koehler 

Farm Loan Chief:  
Darren Metzger 

Price Support Chief:  
Mark VanHoose 

Production Adjustment / Compliance and Risk 
Management Chief:  
Matt Kleski 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or 

Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).  

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fstate-offices%2FOhio%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C80a5b88a372446e1ba7508d942fef6a6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637614485096205229%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Izdya0qz3bjPgHMYWGvWI8k07TLUwbKr04XLn8Hwwok%3D&reserved=0
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