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From the Desk of the SED 
As the Thanksgiving season approaches, it is impossible to go 
without giving thanks for all we have to be grateful for- family, 
friends, and thanks to our farmers and ranchers, the safest, most 
abundant food supply in the world. 

I am honored to introduce myself as the new State Executive 
Director of Oklahoma’s Farm Service Agency. My wife, Rosslyn, 
and our daughters, Maguire and Spencer, are excited as we begin 
climbing this new mountain together. My parents instilled in me 
from a young age the importance of public service. Most recently, I 
served as a member of the Oklahoma House of Representatives on 
behalf of District 51. I am proud to continue to serve the agricultural 
producers not only in the Chickasha area but all across our great 
state. Coming from a background of wheat, alfalfa, and equine 
production, I look forward to working with fellow farmers and 
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ranchers and expanding my knowledge of Oklahoma’s rich and 
diverse agriculture.  

FSA’s Mission is to equitable serve all farmers, ranchers and 
agricultural partners through the delivery of effective, efficient 
agricultural programs for all Americans. I look forward to continuing 
that proud tradition and serving you in this role to the best of my 
ability. 

Wishing you and yours a safe and blessed Thanksgiving. 

-Scott Biggs  

 
Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans 
to producers who want to establish, maintain or strengthen their 
farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and service 
direct loans.  

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and 
feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm chemicals, insurance and other 
costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be 
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to 
refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real estate.  

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, 
enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair buildings, and to 
make farm improvements.  

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and 
operating loans is $300,000 and a down payment is not required. 
Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral 
and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are 
normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are 
not to exceed 40 years.  

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to 
apply for a direct farm ownership or operating loan.  

 

 
USDA Announces Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage 
in 2018 
FSA today announced that starting Nov. 1, 2017, farmers and ranchers with base acres in the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) safety net program may enroll for 
the 2018 crop year. The enrollment period will end on Aug. 1, 2018.  

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers must enroll by 
signing a contract each program year.  
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The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enrollment period will not be eligible for 
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or farm 
revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. 
Producers who made their elections in previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enrollment 
period. 

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to 
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered 
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, 
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more 
details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Signature Policy 
Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in 
program benefits. The following are FSA signature guidelines:  

• A married woman shall sign her given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe 
• For a minor, FSA requires the minor's signature and one from an eligible parent 

Note, by signing the applicable document, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and may be 
liable for refunds, liquidated damages, etc. 

When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or printed on the form, 
or be a variation that does not cause the name and signature to be in disagreement. Example - 
John W. Smith is on the form. The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith. Or 
Mary J. Smith may be signed as Mrs. Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc.  

FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided the acceptable 
program forms are approved for FAXED signatures. Producers are responsible for the successful 
transmission and receipt of FAXED information.  

Examples of documents not approved for FAXED signatures include:  

• Promissory note 
• Assignment of payment 
• Joint payment authorization 
• Acknowledgement of commodity certificate purchase 

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either 
has an interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the 
county office.  

Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint 
ventures, corporations or other similar entities.  
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Any member of the general partnership can sign on behalf of the general partnership and bind all 
members unless the Articles of Partnership are more restrictive. Spouses may sign on behalf of 
each other’s individual interest in a partnership, unless notification denying a spouse that authority 
is provided to the county office. Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, joint ventures, 
corporations, estates, and trusts shall consist of an indicator “by” or “for” the individual’s name, 
individual’s name and capacity, or individual’s name, capacity, and name of entity. 

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office. 

 
Farm Reconstitutions 
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The 
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on 
the farming operation.  

To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations and farm divisions must be 
requested by August 1 of the FY for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and 
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program.  A reconstitution is considered to be requested when all: 

• of the required signatures are on FSA-155 
• other applicable documentation, such as proof of ownership, is submitted. 

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at any 
time.  

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon:  

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in 
settling an estate; 

Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is 
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to 
two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two 
or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this 
method the land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the 
buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding; 

DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for 
each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract; 

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases 
attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

 
Farm Storage Facility Loans 
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to 
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and 
storage and handling trucks. 

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. 
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, 



minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, 
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple 
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture 
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified 
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans between 
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require 
additional security. 

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans 
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized 
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm 
products, and underserved producers. 

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or 
contact your local FSA county office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Report Livestock Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced 
into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock 
owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse 
weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme 
cold.  

For 2017, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2017, and no later than 60 calendar days 
from the ending date of the applicable adverse weather event or attack. A notice of loss must be 
filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.  Participants must provide 
the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 90 calendar days after 
the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.  

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of growers contracts  
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, 
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 3%. These 
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” 
conditions. Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2017 must file both of the following: 

• A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent  
• An application for payment by March 31, 2018.  

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to 
Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful 
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who 
have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, 
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and 
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living 
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your 
local FSA office.  

 
Controlled Substance 
Program participants convicted under federal or state law of any planting, cultivating, growing, 
producing, harvesting or storing a controlled substance are ineligible for program payments and 
benefits. If convicted of one of these offensives, the program participant shall be ineligible during 
that crop year and the four succeeding crop years for price support loans, loan deficiency payments, 
market loan gains, storage payments, farm facility loans, Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program payments or disaster payments.  

Program participants convicted of any federal or state offense consisting of the distribution 
(trafficking) of a controlled substance, at the discretion of the court, may be determined ineligible for 
any or all program payments and benefits:  

• for up to 5 years after the first conviction 
• for up to 10 years after the second conviction 
• permanently for a third or subsequent conviction 

Program participants convicted of federal or state offense for the possession of a controlled 
substance shall be ineligible, at the discretion of the court, for any or all program benefits, as 
follows: 

• up to 1 year upon the first conviction 
• up to 5 years after a second or subsequent conviction 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans


Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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