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From the Desk of the SED 
In true Oklahoma fashion, it seems Mother Nature has skipped right 
over fall and launched into winter. With colder temperatures the 
needs of Oklahoma producers change. Producers should keep in 
mind program assistance available through the Farm Service 
Agency. Those who purchased 2019 NAP small grain grazing 
coverage should keep a watchful eye out for extremely dry or 
extremely wet conditions. Those conditions might warrant filing a 
timely Notice of Loss, to keep your program eligibility. Equally 
important is the impact severe weather conditions may have on 
livestock. The LIP and LFP programs may assist if severe drought 
or livestock death occurs, as a result of natural disaster. I 
encourage you to stay in contact with your local FSA staff through 
GovDelivery, texting or simply stopping by the office. 
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Please contact your local FSA 
Office for questions specific to 
your operation or county. FSA 
Office contact information can 
be located on our online 
Directory 

During this season of Thanksgiving, I would like to take a moment 
to thank our employees for the exceptional job they do to support 
our Oklahoma farmers and ranchers. Likewise, I want to thank you 
for your dedication in supplying the most nutritious, abundant food 
supply in the world. Please feel free to reach out to us if you have 
questions or concerns. 

From my family to yours, Happy Thanksgiving! 

Scott Biggs, SED 

 
USDA Acreage Reporting Deadline for 
Perennial Forage Changes to July 15 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has established a new acreage 
reporting deadline for perennial forage for 2019 and subsequent 
years. Previously set in the fall, the new deadline is July 15 for all 
states, except for Hawaii and Puerto Rico.  

Timely and accurate acreage reports for all crops and land uses, 
including prevented planting or failed acreage, are the foundation 
for many FSA program benefits, including disaster programs for 
livestock owners. Producers must report their acreage to maintain 
program eligibility. 

Producers who have coverage for perennial forage under the 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) must report 
their crop acreage by the earlier of any of the following: 

• the established acreage reporting date (July 15) 
• 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of 

the specific crop acreage being reported 
• the established normal harvest date for the end of the 

coverage period. 

 

USDA Reminds Producers of Disaster Program Deadlines 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds Oklahoma producers 
who experienced losses from natural disasters during the 2017 and 2018 calendar years that they 
may be eligible for assistance through the Tree Assistance Program (TAP), Emergency Assistance 
for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) and Livestock Indemnity Program 
(LIP). 

Tree Assistance Program (TAP): 

TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or 
rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines lost due to natural disasters. Payment eligibility is 
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triggered when a mortality loss in excess of 15 percent on a stand (adjusted for normal mortality) 
occurs due to natural disaster. 

In addition, up to $15 million is available to eligible pecan orchardists or pecan nursery tree growers 
for certain mortality losses incurred during 2017. To be eligible, the grower must have suffered a 
mortality loss on a stand in excess of 7.5 percent, but less than 15 percent, adjusted for normal 
mortality from Jan. 1, 2017, through Dec. 31, 2017. 

For 2017 and 2018 TAP losses, and 2017 Pecan TAP losses, growers have until the later of Dec. 3, 
2018, or 90 calendar days after the disaster event or date when the loss of trees becomes apparent 
to submit an application with supporting documentation. 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP): 

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised 
fish who have suffered losses due to an adverse weather or loss condition, including blizzards, 
disease, water shortages and wildfires. ELAP assistance is provided for losses not covered by other 
disaster assistance programs. 

For 2017 and 2018 ELAP, producers must file a notice of loss and application for payment at their 
local FSA office by Dec. 3, 2018. for losses occurring from Oct. 1, 2016, through Sept. 30, 2018. 

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP): 

LIP provides compensation to eligible livestock owners or contract growers for livestock deaths in 
excess of normal mortality, or injury resulting in reduced value, caused by an eligible loss condition. 

For 2017 and 2018 LIP, a livestock owner or contract grower must file a notice of loss the later of 30 
calendar days from when the loss of livestock is first apparent, or Dec. 3, 2018. For 2017 losses, a 
livestock owner or contract grower must file an application for payment by Dec. 3, 2018.  For 2018 
losses, a livestock owner or contract grower must file an application for payment by, March 1, 2019. 

Other Amendments to the 2014 Farm Bill by the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 

In February, the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 made several changes to FSA disaster programs. 
This includes eliminating the $20 million fiscal year funding cap for ELAP, eliminating the $125,000 
payment limitation for LIP for 2017 and future years and allowing producers to receive a payment 
for injured livestock that are sold for a reduced price due to an eligible event. 

As a result of these changes, starting June 4, producers were allowed to submit ELAP, LIP and LFP 
applications for 2017 losses if they reached the payment limitation under the previous rules. The 
application periods for these programs for the 2017 program year will close on Dec. 3, 2018. 
Producers who already submitted applications and received decisions on their applications for these 
years do not need to file again but can reapply if they have additional losses or their application or 
notice of loss was denied because it was late filed. 

Contact your local FSA office for program deadlines. For more information on FSA disaster 
assistance programs or to find your local USDA Service Center, visit https://www.farmers.gov/. 

 
USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2018 

https://www.farmers.gov/recover?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Farmers and ranchers with generic base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) safety net program still have time to enroll for the 2018 crop year. Producers 
with generic base acres have until Dec. 7, 2018, to allocate generic base acres, update yields, 
make a program election for seed cotton base acres and enroll farms that formerly contained 
generic base acres. 

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers must enroll by 
signing a contract each program year.  

The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enrollment period will not be eligible for 
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or farm 
revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. 
Producers who made their elections in previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enrollment 
period. 

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to 
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered 
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, 
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed, wheat and upland cotton. For more details regarding these programs, go 
to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit https://www.farmers.gov/.  

 
Fire Management on CRP Acres 
Landowners who participate in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) are responsible for fire 
management on their CRP acreage. Fireguard technical practices should be outlined in the 
Conservation Plan of Operations (CPO). 

Landowners must complete the necessary management activities outside of the Primary Nesting 
Season. In Oklahoma, the Primary Nesting Season is May 1 through July 1 for grazing benefits and 
all other activities. The goal is to suppress the amount of fuel in the event of a wildfire while still 
promoting the diversity of the conservation cover. 

FSA encourages producers to be proactive in preventing the spread of wildfire. Fire management 
includes installing firebreaks, which should be included in the contract support document and 
installed according to NRCS firebreak standards. Prescribed burning can be used as a tool to 
reduce fuel load. Contact your local FSA and NRCS staff for more information on prescribed 
burning.  

Barren firebreaks will only be allowed in high risk areas, such as transportation corridors, rural 
communities, and adjacent farmsteads. A conservationist must certify that there will not be an 
erosion hazard from the barren firebreak. If erosion becomes a problem, remedial action will be 
taken. 

 
USDA Market Facilitation Program 
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USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting farmers suffering from damage due 
to unjustified trade retaliation by foreign nations. Producers of certain commodities can now sign up 
for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP). 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will administer MFP to provide payments to corn, cotton, dairy, 
hog, sorghum, soybean, wheat, shelled almond, and fresh sweet cherry producers. An 
announcement about further payments will be made in the coming months, if warranted.  

The sign-up period for MFP runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with information and instructions provided 
at www.farmers.gov/mfp. MFP provides payments to producers of eligible commodities who have 
been significantly impacted by actions of foreign governments resulting in the loss of traditional 
exports. Eligible producers should apply after harvest is complete, as payments will only be issued 
once production is reported.  

A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total production, multiplied by the MFP 
rate for a specific commodity. A second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the 
USDA. 

For a list of initial MFP payments rates, view the MFP Fact Sheet. 

MFP payments are capped per person or legal entity as follows: 

• A combined $125,000 for eligible crop commodities 
• A combined $125,000 for dairy production and hogs 
• A combined $125,000 for fresh sweet cherries and almonds 

Applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income for tax years 2014, 2015, and 2016 of 
less than $900,000. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land 
and Wetland Conservation regulations. 

Expanded Hog Timeline 

USDA has expanded the timeline for producers with whom the Aug. 1, 2018, date does not 
accurately represent the number of head of live hogs they own. Producers may now choose any 
date between July 15 to Aug. 15, 2018 that correctly reflects their actual operation. 

MFP applications are available online at www.farmers.gov/mfp. Applications can be completed at a 
local FSA office or submitted electronically either by scanning, emailing, or faxing. To locate or 
contact your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov. 

 
2018 Livestock Forage Losses 
Producers in Adair, Alfalfa, Atoka, Beaver, Beckham, Blaine, Bryan, Caddo, Canadian, Carter, 
Cherokee, Choctaw, Cimarron, Coal, Comanche, Cotton, Craig, Custer, Delaware, Dewey, Ellis, 
Garfield, Garvin, Grady, Grant, Greer, Harmon, Harper, Haskell, Hughes, Jackson, Jefferson, 
Johnston, Kay, Kingfisher, Kiowa, Latimer, Le Flore, Logan, Love, McClain, McCurtain, McIntosh, 
Major, Mayes, Murray, Muskogee, Noble, Nowata, Okfuskee, Okmulgee, Osage, Ottawa, Pawnee, 
Pittsburg, Pontotoc, Pottawatomie, Pushmataha, Roger Mills, Rogers, Seminole, Sequoyah, 
Stephens, Texas, Tillman, Tulsa, Wagoner, Washington, Washita, Woods and Woodward counties 
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are eligible to apply for 2018 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) benefits on small grain, 
native pasture, improved pasture, annual ryegrass, and/or forage sorghum. 

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who suffer grazing losses for covered 
livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. 

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National 
Office of qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted 
livestock on federally managed lands due to qualifying fire. Eligible livestock producers must 
complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting documentation no later than Jan. 30, 2019 for 
2018 losses. 

Additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, is available at your 
local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Using FSA Direct Farm Ownership Loans for Construction 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help 
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current 
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future 
generations. 

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: 
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan 
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000. 

Amongst other purposes, Direct Farm Ownership Loans can be used to construct, purchase or 
improve farm dwellings, service buildings or other facilities and improvements essential to an 
operation. 

To do this, applicants must provide FSA with an estimate of the total cost of all planned 
development that completely describe the work, prior to loan approval and must show proof of 
sufficient funds to pay for the total cost of all planned development at or before loan closing. In 
some instances, applicants may be asked to provide certified plans, specifications or contract 
documents. The applicant cannot incur any debts for materials or labor or make any expenditures 
for development purposes prior to loan closing with the expectation of being reimbursed from FSA 
funds. 

Construction and development work may be performed either by the contract method or the 
borrower method. Under the contract method, construction and development contractors perform 
work according to a written contract with the applicant or borrower.  An applicant for a direct loan to 
finance a construction project must obtain a surety bond that guarantees both payment and 
performance in the amount of the construction contract from a construction contractor. 

A surety bond is required when a contract exceeds $100,000, an authorized agency official 
determines that a surety bond appears advisable to protect the borrower against default of the 
contractor or a contract provides for partial payments in excess of the amount of 60 percent of the 
value of the work in place. 

Under the borrower method, the applicant or borrower will perform the construction and 
development work. The borrower method may only be used when the authorized agency official 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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determines, based on information from the applicant, that the applicant possesses or arranges to 
obtain the necessary skill and managerial ability to complete the work satisfactorily and that such 
work will not interfere with the applicant’s farming operation or work schedule. 

Potential applicants should visit with FSA early in the initial project planning process to ensure 
environmental compliance. 

For more eligibility requirements and information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA 
office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program  
FSA borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous disaster areas who are 
unable to make their scheduled FSA loan payments should consider the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) 
program. 

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and is intended 
to relieve immediate and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider setting aside the 
portion of a payment/s needed for the operation to continue on a viable scale. 

Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify. 

Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a complete 
application. The application must include a written request for DSA signed by all parties liable for 
the debt along with production records and financial history for the operating year in which the 
disaster occurred. FSA may request additional information from the borrower in order to determine 
eligibility. 

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA application is 
complete. Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each loan. 

The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, is due on 
or before the final due date of the loan. 

For more information, contact your local FSA farm loan office. 

 
Advisory Committee on Minority Farms 
USDA published a Notice (https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-11-06/pdf/2018-
24208.pdf) seeking applications for the Advisory Committee on Minority Farmers.  The 
committee works in the interest of the public to ensure socially disadvantaged farmers have equal 
access to USDA programs and shall advise the Secretary on: 

1. The implementation of the Food, Agriculture, Conservation and Trade Act of 1990; 
2. Methods of maximizing the participation of socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers in 

USDA programs; and 
3. Civil rights activities within USDA, as such activities relate to participants in USDA 

programs. 
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Members of the committee are appointed for 2 year terms by the Secretary. The committee 
members are composed of socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers, representatives from 
nonprofit organizations, civil rights professionals, and representatives from institutions of higher 
learning. 

The deadline to apply is November 15, 2018.  All previous applications submitted will be 
considered and all interested parties are encouraged to apply.  Please visit the link above for 
additional information on how to apply. 

 
Advisory Committee on Beginning Farmers and Ranchers 
(ACBFR) 
Additionally, USDA published a Notice (https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-11-06/pdf/2018-
24205.pdf) to solicit applications for the Advisory Committee on Beginning Farmers and 
Ranchers.  The Agricultural Credit Improvement Act of 1992 required the Secretary of Agriculture to 
establish the Advisory Committee on Beginning Farmers and Ranchers (Committee). The 
Committee was formally established to advise the Secretary on: 

1. Programs coordinated for providing financial assistance to qualified beginning farmers and 
ranchers pursuant to the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act; 

2. Methods of maximizing the number of new farming and ranching opportunities created 
annually; 

3. Methods of encouraging State partnerships that enhance opportunities for new and 
beginning farmers and ranchers; 

4. Administration of the program; and 
5. Methods to create new farming or ranching opportunities.  

The deadline to apply is November 15, 2018.  All previous applications submitted will be 
considered and all interested parties are encouraged to apply.  Please visit the link above for 
additional information on how to apply. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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Manage Preferences  |  Delete Profile  |  Help 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-11-06/pdf/2018-24205.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-11-06/pdf/2018-24205.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/contact-us?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/subscriber/new?preferences=true
https://subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/21a62d0?reqfrom=share
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://twitter.com/usdafsa?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/subscriber/new
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=wid&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://askfsa.custhelp.com/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://fsa.blogs.govdelivery.com/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/rss?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=rss&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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