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Reminder: USDA Extends Application Deadline for
Discrimination Financial Assistance Program to
Jan. 13

The application period is now

open for a new financial ° o e °

assistance program under DISCI' Imination

Section 22007 of the Inflation Financial Assistance
Reduction Act (IRA), for

farmers, ranchers, and forest program

landowners who experienced

discrimination in USDA farm

lending programs prior to January 2021. The application process will close on January 13,
2024. Borrowers will have the option to apply for assistance online via 22007apply.gov or
through a paper-based form.

Details about the program, including an application and e-filing portal, are available

at 22007apply.gov. The website includes an English and Spanish language application that
applicants can download or submit via an e-filing portal, information on how to obtain technical
assistance in-person or virtually, and additional resources and details about the program.
Applicants can also call the free call center at 1-800-721-0970, or visit one of several dozen
brick-and-mortar offices the program has set up around the country. Locations are provided
on the program website and vendors will update the local events schedule with more
information as it becomes available. It is important to note that filing an application is FREE
and does not require a lawyer.

If you want to get weekly updates on the program’s events and progress, you can go
to https://22007apply.gov, and subscribe to a weekly newsletter.
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USDA to Provide More Than $3 Billion to
Commodity and Specialty Crop Producers
Impacted by 2022 Natural Disasters

The U. S Department of Agriculture (USDA)
o will provide more than $3 billion to commodity
= and specialty crop producers impacted by
n ; natural disaster events in 2022. Eligible

E impacted producers can apply for financial

FARM SERVICE AGENCY'S TR O

EMERGENCY 0 assistance through the Emergency Relief

RELIEF PROGRAM Program (ERP) 2022. The program will help
- s Offset the financial impacts of crop yield and
ol value losses from qualifying disasters
occurring in 2022.

Background

On Dec. 29, 2022, President Biden signed into law the Disaster Relief Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2023 (P.L. 117-328) that provides about $3.7 billion in financial assistance
for agricultural producers impacted by eligible natural disasters that occurred in calendar year
2022.

ERP 2022 covers losses to crops, trees, bushes and vines due to qualifying, calendar year
2022 natural disaster events including wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat,
tornadoes, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive
moisture, qualifying drought and related conditions.

ERP 2022 program benefits will be delivered to eligible producers through a two-track
process. FSA intends to make both tracks available to producers at the same time. This two-
track approach enables USDA to:

e Streamline the application process.
e Reduce the paperwork burden on producers.

e Proactively include provisions for underserved producers who have not been well
served by past emergency relief efforts.

e Encourage producer participation in existing risk management programs to mitigate
the impacts of future severe weather events.

It's important to note that disaster-impacted producers may be eligible for ERP 2022
assistance under one or both tracks. To avoid duplicative benefits, if a producer applies for
both tracks, the Track 2 payment calculation will take into account any payments received
through Track 1.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 1

ERP 2022 Track 1 leverages existing federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating payments for eligible crop
producers who received indemnities through these risk management programs.

Although FSA is sending pre-filled ERP 2022 Track 1 application forms to producers who
have crop insurance and NAP data already on file with USDA, producers indemnified for
losses resulting from 2022 natural disasters do not have to wait to receive the application
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before requesting ERP 2022 assistance. Effective Oct. 31, 2023, producers can apply for ERP
2022 benefits whether they have received the pre-filled application or not. Receipt of a pre-
filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to receive an ERP 2022 Track 1
payment.

USDA estimates that ERP Track 1 benefits will reach more than 206,000 producers who
received indemnities for losses covered by federal crop insurance and more than 4,500
producers who obtained NAP coverage for the 2022 crop year.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 2

Track 2 is a revenue-based certification program designed to assist eligible producers who
suffered an eligible decrease in revenue resulting from 2022 calendar year disaster events
when compared with revenue in a benchmark year using revenue information that is readily
available from most tax records. In cases where revenue does not reasonably reflect a normal
year’s revenue, Track 2 provides an alternative method for establishing revenue. Likewise,
Track 2 affords producers of crops that are used within an operation and do not generate
revenue from the sale of the crop a method for establishing revenue for the purpose of
applying for ERP 2022 benefits. Producers are not required to submit tax records to FSA
unless requested by the County Committee if required for an FSA compliance spot check.

Although not required when applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, applicants might find the following
documents useful to the process:

e Schedule F (Form 1040)

e Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2022
and 2023.

Track 2 targets gaps in emergency relief assistance for eligible producers whose eligible
losses were not covered by crop insurance or NAP including revenue losses too small
(shallow loss) to be covered by crop insurance.

Producers interested in applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, should contact their local FSA county
office. Additional reference resources can be found on FSA’s emergency relief website.

Additional Required Forms

For both ERP 2022 tracks, all producers must have certain required forms on file with FSA
within 60 days of the ERP 2022 deadline. Producers can apply for ERP 2022 starting Oct. 31,
2023. The application deadline has not yet been determined and will be announced at a later
date. If not already on file, producers can update, complete and submit required forms to FSA
at any time.

Required forms:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).

e Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for
Certain Programs (if applicable).

e Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran
Farmer or Rancher Certification, if applicable, for the 2022 program year.
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e A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland
conservation certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC)
and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable
affiliates.

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely
have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm the
status of their forms can contact their local FSA county office.

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements

All producers who receive ERP 2022 payments must purchase crop insurance, or NAP
coverage where crop insurance is not available, in the next two available crop years as
determined by the Secretary. Purchased coverage must be at the 60/100 coverage level or
higher for insured crops or at the catastrophic coverage level or higher for NAP crops.

More Information

ERP 2022 eligibility details and payment calculation factor tables are available on
the emergency relief website, in the ERP Track 1 and ERP Track 2 fact sheets and through
your local FSA county office.

The last day to return voted ballots is
December 4, 2023
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For more information please see the County Committee website or contact your local USDA
Service Center.

Weather the Storm: FEMA Mobile App Provides
Weather Alerts and Safety Tips

USDA offers programs to help producers recover from disasters; FEMA can help you prepare
ahead of time.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has a free mobile app that explains
what to do before, during and after emergencies. The app is available for download for Apple,
Android and Blackberry mobile devices.

Download the app to:

e Receive alerts from the National Weather Service for up to five locations
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e Get safety reminders, read tips to survive natural disasters and customize your
emergency checklist

e Locate open shelters and where to talk to FEMA in person (or on the phone)
e Upload and share your disaster photos to help first responders.

For more information about the FEMA app, visit fema.gov/mobile-app. To download the FEMA
app from the Apple Store visit itunes.apple.com/us/app/fema/id474807486?mt=8. To
download the FEMA app on Google Play for Android

visit: play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.fema.mobile.android&hl=en

Opportunities for Beginning Farmers and
Ranchers

\ Planning Ahead for Summertime Forage

Thursday, November 30
4-5 PM

Free webinar on Zoom

Register at: https://beav.es/gxC

This session will cover different forage
species that can be used to improve summer
forage production, as well as tips and tricks
for managing pasture for drought and heat
resilience. Information learned from research

trials last summer will be shared.

Presented by Shayan Ghajar, OSU Extension Service, Organic Pasture and Forage Specialist

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/smallfarms/events/planning-ahead-summertime-forage

Before You Buy Rural Land
Thursday, December 14
12:00 to 1:30 PM

Free webinar on Zoom

Register at: https://beav.es/qNW

A free webinar for future landowners, those who have recently purchased land, and real
estate agents who want to learn about important topics related to land management and rural
living.

Topics include:
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e Soil Capability

e Water Rights

e Wells & Septic Systems

e Farmland Zoning
Includes time for Q&A

Presented by OSU Extension Service Small Farms faculty: Logan Bennett, Melissa Fery,
Chrissy Lucas-Woodruff and Audrey Comerford

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/smallfarms/southern-willamette-valley/events/you-buy-rural-
land

Farm Loan Interest Rates - November 2023

Farm Operating - Direct 5.375%
Farm Operating - Microloan 5.375%
Farm Ownership - Direct 5.500%
Farm Ownership - Microloan 5.500%
Farm Ownership - Direct, Joint Financing 3.500%
Farm Ownership - Down Payment 1.500%

Emergency Loan - Amount of Actual Loss 3.750%
Effective as of November 1, 2023

7620 SW Mohawk St.

Tualatin, Oregon 97062
Phone: 503-692-3688 Fax: 855-824-6185

How can we help you? Submit
guestions or requests for further information to ASK.USDA.GOV
or 1-833-ONE-USDA.
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Sign up for important text message alerts from your local county FSA office!
To subscribe, text FSANOW (372-669).




