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USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for
Pennsylvania Farmers Hurt by 2018
Disasters
Agricultural producers affected by natural disasters in 2018, can
apply through the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus
(WHIP+). Sign-up for this U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
program began Sept. 11, 2019.
WHIP+ Eligibility
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WHIP+ will be available for eligible producers who have suffered
eligible losses of certain crops, trees, bushes or vines in counties
with a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial
Disaster Designation (primary counties only). Disaster losses must
have been a result of hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, typhoons,
volcanic activity, snowstorms or wildfires that occurred in
2018. Also, producers in counties that did not receive a disaster
declaration or designation may still apply for WHIP+ but must
provide supporting documentation to establish that the crops were
directly affected by a qualifying disaster loss.
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A list of counties that received qualifying disaster declarations and
designations is available at farmers.gov/recover/whip-plus.
Because grazing and livestock losses, other than milk losses, are
covered by other disaster recovery programs offered through FSA,
those losses are not eligible for WHIP+.
Eligible crops include those for which federal crop insurance or
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage is
available, excluding crops intended for grazing. A list of crops
covered by crop insurance is available through USDA’s Risk
Management Agency (RMA) Actuarial Information Browser at
webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser.
The WHIP+ payment factor ranges from 75 percent to 95 percent,
depending on the level of crop insurance coverage or NAP
coverage that a producer obtained for the crop. Producers who did
not insure their crops in 2018 or 2019 will receive 70 percent of the
expected value of the crop. Insured crops (either crop insurance or
NAP coverage) will receive between 75 percent and 95 percent of
expected value; those who purchased the highest levels of
coverage will receive 95-percent of the expected value.
At the time of sign-up, producers will be asked to provide verifiable
and reliable production records. If a producer is unable to provide
production records, WHIP+ payments will be determined based on
the lower of either the actual loss certified by the producer and
determined acceptable by FSA or the county expected yield and
county disaster yield. The county disaster yield is the production
that a producer would have been expected to make based on the
eligible disaster conditions in the county.
WHIP+ payments for 2018 disasters will be eligible for 100 percent
of their calculated value. WHIP+ payments for 2019 disasters will
be limited to an initial 50 percent of their calculated value, with an
opportunity to receive up to the remaining 50 percent after January
1, 2020, if sufficient funding remains.
Both insured and uninsured producers are eligible to apply for
WHIP+. But all producers receiving WHIP+ payments will be
required to purchase crop insurance or NAP, at the 60 percent
coverage level or higher, for the next two available, consecutive
crop years after the crop year for which WHIP+ payments were
paid. Producers who fail to purchase crop insurance for the next
two applicable, consecutive years will be required to pay back the
WHIP+ payment.
Additional information about WHIP+ program eligibility and payment
limitations can be found at farmers.gov/recover or by contacting
your local USDA Service Center.

USDA Safety Net Program Enrollment for 2019 and 2020
Agricultural producers now can enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) programs – two U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety net programs – for
the 2019 and 2020 crop year.
ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue
declines below a specified guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on historical
base acres when the effective price for a covered commodity falls below its reference price. The
2018 Farm Bill reauthorized and updated both programs.
Signup for the 2019 crop year closes March 15, 2020, while signup for the 2020 crop year closes
June 30, 2020. Producers who have not yet enrolled for 2019 can enroll for both 2019 and 2020
during the same visit to an FSA county office.
ARC and PLC have options for the farm operator who is actively farming the land as well as the
owner of the land. Farm owners also have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields
beginning with crop year 2020. If the farm owner and producer visit the FSA county office together,
FSA can also update yield information during that visit.
Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed,
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium
and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.

Farm Storage Facility Loans
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and
storage and handling trucks.
The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley,
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey,
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.
Loans up to $100,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement . Loans exceeding
$100,000 require additional security.
Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm
products, and underserved producers.
To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or
contact your local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.
For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL)
program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an
environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the
Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your
project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site
preparation or ground disturbance.
Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.
Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved.

Communication is Key in Lending
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary
to be a success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:
• Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation;
• Any significant changes to family income or expenses;
• The development of problem situations;
• Any losses or proposed significant changes in security
In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on
time, contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.
For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit https://www.fsa.usda.gov/.

January 2020 Interest Rates
Farm Operating Loans
Farm Operating Loans - Direct

2.500 %

Farm Operating Loans - Microloan

2.500 %

Farm Ownership Loans
Direct
Microloan
Joint Financing
Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or
Rancher

3.250 %
3.250 %
2.500 %
1.500 %

Emergency Loans

3.625 %

Farm Storage Facility Loans
Farm Storage Facility Loans (3 Year Term)
Farm Storage Facility Loans (5 Year Term)
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 Year Term)
Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 Year Term)
Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 Year Term)

1.625 %
1.625 %
1.750 %
1.875 %
1.875 %

Commodity Loans

2.625 %

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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