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Agricultural Producers Have Until March 15 to 
Enroll in USDA’s Key Commodity Safety Net 
Programs 
Agricultural producers who have not yet enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or 
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2022 crop year have until March 15, 2022, to 
sign a contract. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) offers these two safety net 
programs to provide vital income support to farmers experiencing substantial declines in crop 
prices or revenues.      

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County or PLC, which are both crop-by-crop, 
or ARC-Individual, which is for the entire farm. Although election changes for 2022 are 
optional, producers must enroll through a signed contract each year. Also, if a producer has a 
multi-year contract on the farm and makes an election change for 2022, it will be necessary to 
sign a new contract.     
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If an election is not submitted by the March 15, 2022, deadline, the election remains the same 
as the 2021 election for crops on the farm.  Farm owners cannot enroll in either program 
unless they have a share interest in the crop.      

Producers have completed 976,249 contracts to date, representing 54% of the more than 
1.8 million expected contracts.    

Producers who do not complete enrollment by the deadline will not be enrolled in ARC or PLC 
for the 2022 crop year and will not receive a payment if triggered.     

Producers are eligible to enroll farms with base acres for the following commodities:  barley, 
canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard 
seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium and short grain rice, 
safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed, and wheat.     

Decision Tools  

In partnership with USDA, two web-based decision tools are available to assist producers in 
making informed, educated decisions using crop data specific to their respective farming 
operations:    

• Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University 
of Illinois allows producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for 
ARC-CO and PLC.  

• ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M that allows 
producers to estimate payments and yield updates and expected payments for 
2022.   

Crop Insurance Considerations and Decision Deadline  

ARC and PLC are part of a broader safety net provided by USDA, which also includes crop 
insurance and marketing assistance loans.   

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact eligibility for 
some crop insurance products.   

Producers on farms with a PLC election have the option of purchasing Supplemental 
Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers on 
farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that crop on 
that farm.    

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.  
Producers may add ECO regardless of the farm program election.   

Producers should contact their crop insurance agent to make certain that the election and 
enrollment made at FSA follows their intention to participate in STAX or SCO coverage. 
Producers have until March 15, 2022, to make the appropriate changes or cancel their ARC or 
PLC contract.    

More Information     
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For more information on ARC and PLC, producers can visit the ARC and PLC webpage or 
contact their local USDA Service Centers.  

 

Deadline Extended to Enroll in 2022 Dairy Margin 
Coverage and Supplemental Dairy Margin 
Coverage 
USDA has extended the deadline to enroll in Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) and 
Supplemental Dairy Margin Coverage (SDMC) for program year 2022.  The deadline to apply 
for 2022 coverage is now March 25, 2022. As part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s 
ongoing efforts to support dairy farmers and rural communities, USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) opened DMC and SDMC signup in December 2021 to help producers manage 
economic risk brought on by milk price and feed cost disparities. 

Enrollment for 2022 DMC is currently at 55% of the 2021 program year enrollment. Producers 
who enrolled in DMC for 2021 received margin payments each month, January through 
November for a total of $1.2 billion, with an average payment of $60,275 per operation.  

The DMC program, created by the 2018 Farm Bill, offers reasonably priced protection to dairy 
producers when the difference between the all-milk price and the average feed cost (the 
margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer. 

Supplemental DMC will provide $580 million to better help small- and mid-sized dairy 
operations that have increased production over the years but were not able to enroll the 
additional production. Now, they will be able to retroactively receive payments for that 
supplemental production. 

After making any revisions to 2021 DMC contracts for Supplemental DMC, producers can sign 
up for 2022 coverage. DMC provides eligible dairy producers with risk management coverage 
that pays producers when the difference between the price of milk and the cost of feed falls 
below a certain level. So far in 2021, DMC payments have triggered for January through 
November for more than $1 billion.   

For DMC enrollment, producers must certify with FSA that the operation is commercially 
marketing milk, sign all required forms and pay the $100 administrative fee. The fee is waived 
for farmers who are considered limited resource, beginning, socially disadvantaged, or a 
military veteran. To determine the appropriate level of DMC coverage for a specific dairy 
operation, producers can use the online dairy decision tool.  

 USDA has also changed the DMC feed cost formula to better reflect the actual cost dairy 
farmers pay for high-quality alfalfa hay.  FSA now calculates payments using 100% premium 
alfalfa hay rather than 50%. In December 2021, following publication of the new feed cost 
policy, $102 million was paid to producers as a result of the revised high quality alfalfa feed 
cost formula. 

The amended feed cost formula will make DMC payments more reflective of actual dairy 
producer expenses and DMC payments. Higher DMC feed cost calculations due to the 
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premium alfalfa adjustment could more frequently trigger DMC indemnity payments for dairy 
operations having DMC coverage in 2022. 

 

USDA Announces Inaugural Federal Advisory 
Committee for Urban Agriculture 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack selected 12 members to serve on the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) inaugural Secretary’s Advisory Committee for Urban Agriculture to 
provide input on policy development and to help identify barriers to urban agriculture as USDA 
works to promote urban farming and the economic opportunities it provides in cities across the 
country.  

The new Secretary’s Advisory Committee is part of USDA’s efforts to support urban 
agriculture, creating a network for feedback. Urban agriculture plays an important role in 
producing fresh, healthy food in areas where grocery stores are scarce, and also provides 
jobs and beautifies neighborhoods.    

Secretary’s Advisory Committee for Urban Agriculture  

The Committee is made up of agricultural producers, and representatives from the areas of 
higher education or extension programs, non-profits, business and economic development, 
supply chains and financing.     Members include:  

• Jerry Ann Hebron, Mich., Urban Producer 
• Bobby Wilson, Ga., Urban Producer  
• Viraj Puri, N.Y., Innovative Producer 
• Kaben Smallwood, Okla., Innovative Producer 
• Sally Brown, Wash., Higher Education 
• John Erwin, Md., Higher Education 
• Carl Wallace, Ohio, Non-Profit Representative 
• John Lebeaux, Mass., Business and Economic Development Representative  
• Zachari Curtis, D.C., Supply Chain Experience 
• Allison Paap, Calif., Financing Entity Representative  
• Tara Chadwick, Fla., Related Experience 
• Angela Mason, Ill., Related Experience  

USDA and the Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production peer reviewed more than 
300 nominees, and Vilsack made the final selections. Selections ensured geographic, racial 
and gender diversity and a broad range of agricultural experience. The new members will 
serve terms of one to three years.  



The first meeting of this inaugural committee, which will be open to the public, will take place 
in late February. More details will be available in the Federal Register and 
at farmers.gov/urban and the new Federal Advisory Committee for Urban Agriculture website. 

USDA and Urban Agriculture  

The advisory committee and county committees are part of a broad USDA investment in 
urban agriculture. Other efforts include:  

• Grants that target areas of food access, education, business and start-up 
costs for new farmers, and development of policies related to zoning and other 
needs of urban production.  

• Cooperative agreements that develop and test strategies for planning and 
implementing municipal compost plans and food waste reduction plans.  

• Investing $260,000 for risk management training and crop insurance education 
for historically underserved and urban producers through partnerships 
between USDA’s Risk Management Agency(RMA) and the University of 
Maryland, University of Connecticut, and Michigan State University Center for 
Regional Food Systems.  

• Providing technical and financial assistance through conservation 
programs offered by USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation 
Service(NRCS).   

• Organizing 11 Farm Service Agency (FSA) urban and suburban county 
committees. FSA will organize additional committees. 

The Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production was established through the 2018 
Farm Bill. It is led by NRCS and works in partnership with numerous USDA agencies that 
support urban agriculture. Its mission is to encourage and promote urban, indoor, and other 
emerging agricultural practices, including community composting and food waste reduction. 
More information is available at farmers.gov/urban and the new Federal Advisory Committee 
for Urban Agriculture website. 

Additional resources that may be of interest to urban agriculture entities include grants from 
USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service and National Institute of Food and Agriculture  as well 
as FSA loans. 

 

Producers with Crop Insurance to Receive 
Premium Benefit for Cover Crops 
Agricultural producers who have coverage under most crop insurance policies are eligible for 
a premium benefit from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) if they planted cover crops 
during the 2022 crop year. To receive the benefit from this year’s Pandemic Cover Crop 
Program (PCCP), producers must report cover crop acreage by March 15, 2022.   

PCCP, offered by USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA), helps farmers maintain their 
cover crop systems, despite the financial challenges posed by the pandemic and is part 
of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative, a bundle of programs to bring 
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financial assistance to farmers, ranchers and producers who felt the impact of COVID-19 
market disruptions.   

PCCP provides premium support to producers who insured their crop with most insurance 
policies and planted a qualifying cover crop during the 2022 crop year. The premium support 
is $5 per acre, but no more than the full premium amount owed.    
 
Visit Pandemic Cover Crop Program for more. 

 

USDA to Invest $1 Billion in Climate Smart 
Commodities, Expanding Markets, Strengthening 
Rural America 
Funding Opportunity Opens to Pilot New Revenue Streams for America’s Climate-Smart 
Farmers, Ranchers and Forest Landowners  

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced on February 7 that the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture is delivering on its promise to expand markets by investing $1 billion in 
partnerships to support America’s climate-smart farmers, ranchers and forest landowners. The 
new Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities opportunity will finance pilot projects that 
create market opportunities for U.S. agricultural and forestry products that use climate-smart 
practices and include innovative, cost-effective ways to measure and verify greenhouse gas 
benefits. USDA is now accepting project applications for fiscal year 2022. 

For the purposes of this funding opportunity, a climate-smart commodity is defined as an 
agricultural commodity that is produced using agricultural (farming, ranching or forestry) 
practices that reduce greenhouse gas emissions or sequester carbon. 

Funding will be provided to partners through the USDA’s Commodity Credit Corporation for 
pilot projects to provide incentives to producers and landowners to:  

• implement climate-smart production practices, activities, and systems on 
working lands, 

• measure/quantify, monitor and verify the carbon and greenhouse gas (GHG) 
benefits associated with those practices, and 

• develop markets and promote the resulting climate-smart commodities. 

Funding will be provided in two funding pools, and applicants must submit their applications 
via Grants.gov by 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on: 

• April 8, 2022, for the first funding pool (proposals from $5 million to $100 
million), and 

• May 27, 2022, for the second funding pool (proposals from $250,000 to 
$4,999,999). 

A wide range of organizations may apply, but the primary applicant must be an entity, not an 
individual. 
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USDA is committed to equity in program delivery and is specifically seeking proposals from 
entities serving all types of producers, including small or historically underserved producers. 

Visit usda.gov for additional information including Partnerships for Climate-Smart 
Commodities and resources to support your application. 

 

Linkage Requirements for Payments Received 
Under WHIP+ and/or QLA 
If you received a payment under the Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity Program+ (WHIP+) 
or the Quality Loss Adjustment Program (QLA) for crop production and/or quality 
losses occurring in 2018, 2019, or 2020 crop years, you are required to meet linkage 
requirements by obtaining federal crop insurance or Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) coverage at the 60/100 level, or higher, for both the 2022 and 2023 crop 
years. 

When applying for WHIP+ or QLA, form FSA-895 (Crop Insurance and/or NAP Coverage 
Agreement) was submitted acknowledging the requirement to obtain federal crop insurance, if 
available, or NAP coverage if federal crop insurance is not available. The coverage 
requirement is applicable to the physical location county of the crop that received WHIP+ 
and/or QLA benefits.  

Producers should not delay contacting their federal crop insurance agent or local county FSA 
Office to inquire about coverage options, as failure to obtain the applicable coverage by 
the sales/application closing date will result in the required refund of WHIP+ benefits 
received on the applicable crop, plus interest. You can determine if crops are eligible for 
federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the RMA website. 
 
For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Supports Military Veteran’s Transition to 
Farming 
Are you a military veteran interested in farming? USDA offers resources to help you: 

• Fund Your Operation: USDA’s Farm Service Agency offers a variety 
of funding opportunities to help agricultural producers finance their businesses. 
Certain funds are targeted for veterans and beginning farmers and ranchers. 

• Conserve Natural Resources: USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation 
Service offers conservation programs and expert one-on-one technical 
assistance to strengthen agricultural operations now and into the future. 
Veterans may be eligible for a cost share of up to 90 percent and advance 
payments of up to 50 percent to cover certain conservation practices. 

https://www.usda.gov/climate-smart-commodities?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=04%7C01%7C%7C193abdbb8c774c8a6d2c08d961c66884%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637648327042350883%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&reserved=0&sdata=tYtxRCccqDfXDwodovmcdKCwui2A6YwbEO5%2FY%2Fp5xmI%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebapp.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2FActuarialInformationBrowser2018%2FCropCriteria.aspx%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=04%7C01%7C%7C193abdbb8c774c8a6d2c08d961c66884%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637648327042350883%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&reserved=0&sdata=7SG7k5Xuz5lSXkRbAuKRA0n1ff6UgJdNhyMo3TMGjhU%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/conserve?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/conserve?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


• Manage Risks: USDA is here to help you prepare for and recover from the 
unexpected. Veterans who are beginning farmers may be eligible for reduced 
premiums, application fee waivers, increased insurance coverage, and other 
incentives for multiple USDA programs that support risk management. 

USDA wants to ensure that veterans transitioning to agriculture have the resources needed to 
succeed. While USDA offices are currently closed to visitors because of the pandemic, 
Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other 
digital tools. To conduct business, please contact your local USDA Service Center. 
Additionally, more information related to USDA’s response and relief for producers can be 
found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. If you’re a new farmer, you can also reach out to your state 
Beginning Farmer and Rancher Coordinator. 

 

New Online Tool Allows Farmers, Ranchers to 
Easily Report Anticompetitive Practices 
Farmers, ranchers, and other producers and growers now have a one-stop shop to help 
ensure they are treated fairly. The new farmerfairness.gov portal developed jointly by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) and Department of Justice (DOJ) allows you to report 
potential violations of livestock and poultry antitrust laws, including the Packers and 
Stockyards Act. Read More 
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