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USDA Announces Enrollment
Period for Safety Net Coverage
in 2017
Producers on farms with base acres under the
safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm
Bill, known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage
(ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs,
can begin visiting FSA county offices starting Nov.
1, 2016, to sign contracts and enroll for the 2017
crop year. The enrollment period will continue until
Aug. 1, 2017.
Since shares and ownership of a farm can change
year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll by
signing a contract each program year.
If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment
period, the producers on that farm will not be

State Executive Director: eligible for financial assistance from the ARC or
Wilfred L. Pace
PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop
prices or farm revenues fall below the historical
price or revenue benchmarks established by the
Administrative Officer:
program. Producers who made their elections in
Toni Turner
2015 must still enroll during the 2017 enrollment
period.
Farm Programs Chief:
Amy Turner
The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by
the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to
Farm Loan Programs
agricultural producers when there is a substantial
Chief:
drop in prices or revenues for covered
Frank Sligh
commodities. Covered commodities include
barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard
seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
Producers can contact
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short
their local FSA Office for
grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame,
more information or to
schedule an appointment. soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland
cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For
more details regarding these programs, go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.
Important Dates and
Deadlines:
December 26: Offices
Closed for Christmas Day
January 2: Offices Closed
for New Year's Day
January 16: Offices
Closed for Observance of
Birthday of Martin Luther
King Jr.

For more information, producers are encouraged
to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Encourages Producers
to Consider Risk Protection
Coverage before Crop Sales
Deadlines
The Farm Service Agency encourages producers
to examine available USDA crop risk protection
options, including federal crop insurance and
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) coverage, before the applicable crop sales
deadline.

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. The 2014
Farm Bill expanded NAP to include higher levels of protection. Beginning, underserved and limited
resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted
premiums for additional levels of protection."
Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops,
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.
USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of Illinois to create an online
tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for
federal crop insurance or NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP
basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50

percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected
production at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics and crops
marketed directly to consumers.
Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service
Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.
Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents.
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.

FSAfarm+, FSA’s Customer Self-Service Portal
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has launched a new tool to
provide farmers and ranchers with remote access to their personal farm information using their
home computers. Farmers and ranchers can now view, print or export their personal farm data all
without visiting an FSA county office.
The program, known as FSAfarm+, provides you with secure access to view your personal FSA
data, such as base and yields, Conservation Reserve Program data, other conservation program
acreage, Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation status information, field
boundaries, farm imagery, name and address details, contact information and membership interest
and shares in the operation. This data will be available in real time, at no cost to the producer and
allow operators and owners to export and print farm records, including maps. Producers also can
electronically share their data with a crop insurance agent from their own personal computer.
Farm operators and owners first will need “Level 2 eAuthentication” to access the webportal. This
level of security ensures that personal information is protected for each user. Level 2 access can be
obtained by going to www.eauth.usda.gov, completing the required information and then visiting
your local FSA office to finalize access.
For more information on FSAfarm+, the customer self-service portal, contact your local FSA office.
To find your local FSA county office, click http://offices.usda.gov.

Organic Producers and Handlers May Apply for Certification
Cost Share Reimbursements; Expanded Eligibility for
Transition and State Certification Cost
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that starting March 20, 2017, organic
producers and handlers will be able to visit over 2,100 USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices to
apply for federal reimbursement to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic or
transitional certification.
USDA reimburses organic producers up to 75 percent of the cost of organic certification, but only
about half of the nation’s organic operations currently participate in the program. Starting March 20,
USDA will provide a uniform, streamlined process for organic producers and handlers to apply for
organic cost share assistance either by mail or in person.
USDA is making changes to increase participation in the National Organic Certification Cost Share
Program (NOCCSP) and the Agricultural Management Assistance Organic Certification Cost Share
Program, and at the same time provide more opportunities for organic producers to access other
USDA programs, such as disaster protection and loans for farms, facilities and marketing.

Producers can also access information on nonfederal agricultural resources, and get referrals to
local experts, including organic agriculture, through USDA’s Bridges to Opportunity service at the
local FSA office.
Historically, many state departments of agriculture have obtained grants to disburse
reimbursements to those producers and handlers qualifying for cost share assistance. FSA will
continue to partner with states to administer the programs. For states that want to continue to
directly administer the programs, applications will be due Feb. 17, 2017.
Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who have paid organic or transitional
certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Application fees, inspection costs, fees
related to equivalency agreement/ arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user
fees, sales assessments and postage are all eligible for a cost share reimbursement from USDA.
Once certified, producers and handlers are eligible to receive reimbursement for up to 75 percent of
certification costs each year up to a maximum of $750 per certification scope—crops, livestock, wild
crops and handling. Today’s announcement also adds transitional certification and state organic
program fees as additional scopes.
To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or
contact a local FSA office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Offers New Loans for Portable Farm Storage and
Handling Equipment
Portable Equipment Can Help Producers, including Small-Scale and Local Farmers, Get Products
to Market Quickly
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will provide a new financing option to help farmers purchase
portable storage and handling equipment. The loans, which now include a smaller microloan option
with lower down payments, are designed to help producers, including new, small and mid-sized
producers, grow their businesses and markets.
The program also offers a new “microloan” option, which allows applicants seeking less than
$50,000 to qualify for a reduced down payment of five percent and no requirement to provide three
years of production history. Farms and ranches of all sizes are eligible. The microloan option is
expected to be of particular benefit to smaller farms and ranches, and specialty crop producers who
may not have access to commercial storage or on-farm storage after harvest. These producers can
invest in equipment like conveyers, scales or refrigeration units and trucks that can store
commodities before delivering them to markets. Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of
commercial credit availability to apply.
Earlier this year, FSA significantly expanded the list of commodities eligible for Farm Storage
Facility Loan. Eligible commodities now include aquaculture; floriculture; fruits (including nuts) and
vegetables; corn, grain sorghum, rice, oilseeds, oats, wheat, triticale, spelt, buckwheat, lentils,
chickpeas, dry peas sugar, peanuts, barley, rye, hay, honey, hops, maple sap, unprocessed meat
and poultry, eggs, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt and renewable biomass. FSFL microloans can also
be used to finance wash and pack equipment used post-harvest, before a commodity is placed in
cold storage.
To learn more about Farm Storage Facility Loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or contact a
local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Double-Cropping
Each year, state committees will review and approve or disapprove county committee
recommended changes or additions to specific combinations of crops.
Double-cropping is approved when the two specific crops have the capability to be planted and
carried to maturity for the intended use, as reported by the producer, on the same acreage within a
crop year under normal growing conditions. The specific combination of crops recommended by the
county committee must be approved by the state committee.
Double-cropping is approved in South Carolina on a county-by-county basis. Contact your local FSA
Office for a list of approved double-cropping combinations for your county.
A crop following a cover crop terminated according to termination guidelines is approved double
cropping and these combinations do not have to be approved by the state committee.

Save Time – Make an Appointment with FSA
Producers are encouraged to call their local FSA office to schedule an appointment to ensure
maximum use of their time and to make sure FSA staff is available to tend to their important
business needs. Please call your local FSA office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to
discuss any records or documentation that might be needed during your appointment. To find your
local FSA office, visit: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app.

Direct Loans
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to
establish, maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and
service direct loans.
Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related
debts, excluding real estate.
Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.
The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a
down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and
the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and
farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.
Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or
operating loan.

Beginning Farmer Loans
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:



Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm




Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA
Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. Additional
program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local
USDA Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local
USDA Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Optimization Clinics, at the SC AgriBiz Expo, aimed to
improve efficiency
South Carolina Commissioner of Agriculture Hugh Weathers invites each of you to the 5th Annual
SC AgriBiz & Farm Expo. Weathers said the expo will benefit all farmers and others in agriculture.
“Here in South Carolina, we are very proud of all that our agriculture industry has to offer, and there
is no better way to experience this firsthand than by attending the SC AgriBiz and Farm Expo,”
Weathers said. “From optimization clinics highlighting the latest cutting edge technologies to a food
truck rodeo featuring Certified South Carolina products, this event offers something for everyone.”
With efficiency on the farm a strategic consideration for today’s farmer, Optimization Clinics will be a
key part of the SC AgriBiz & Farm Expo set for Jan. 11-12 at the Florence Civic Center in Florence,
S.C.
The Optimization Clinics will be held at 2:00 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. each day of the Expo. Participating
exhibitors, denoted with yellow “Optimization Clinic” balloons, will repeat their session at the half
hour so growers can rotate to other clinics.
Here is the schedule for the clinics:
John Deere will hold clinics titled “See, Collaborate and Direct” at its inside and outside booths on
both days of the show. Company representatives will discuss how John Deere technologies and
dealer capabilities can improve a farmer’s operational efficiency.
The Case IH clinic will be “CNH’s New AFS RTK + Dealer Network” at its inside both days. Case
officials say this new technology is a more reliable than what is currently available.
New Holland clinics are titled “Efficiency in Haymaking” at its outside booth both day. The clinic will
offer instruction for proper set-up and usage for dis mowers, disc mower conditioners and rakes.
Tips will be offered on proper hitch, machines setting and having the right equipment to make hay
cuttings in an efficient manner.
Southern Crop Solutions will hold clinics “How to Turn Data into Decisions” on Wednesday during
the Expo and “The Importance of Monitoring and Scheduling Irrigation” on Thursday during the
expo. Both clinics will be held in Southern Crop Solutions’ inside booth.
In the data clinic, farmers will learn how data can be used in determining best varieties and
population rates among other topics. Demonstrations on how all the information that current
monitors collect will be highlighted. In the irrigation clinic, the importance of using soil moisture
probes to monitor soil moisture in irrigation decisions will be highlighted among other topics.
In addition, on Wednesday, Southern Crop Solutions will hold a clinic on “Importance of Testing and
Turning Plant Meters Annually” at its outside booth. Farmers will learn how plant meters are tested
and turned to increase performance and accuracy before they get to the field among other topics.

Carolina Irrigation Solutions will hold a clinic on “Integrating Remote Monitoring and Soil Moisture
on Your Farm with Carolina Irrigation Solutions” at its indoor booth both days of the Expo. Farmers
will learn how integrating new center-pivot technology with Agsense and soil moisture monitoring
will improve decision-making knowledge for increased yields.
“All of these optimization clinics are designed to help farmers become more efficient,” said Jody
Martin, executive director of the Expo. “There are lots of classroom sessions to help growers
improve efficiency on the farm. And don’t forget all the great opportunities to connect at the Taste of
South Carolina, the Commissioners’ Breakfast, Food Truck Rodeo, Small Farmers Symposium and
much more.”
To learn more, access the Expo’s website at SCAgriBizExpo.com.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

