
October 2017 

 
Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page. 

Topics for October 

 USDA Issues Safety-Net Payments to South Carolina Farmers 

 USDA Announces Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2018 

 Environmental Review Required Before Project Implementation  

 USDA Expands Grasslands Conservation Program to Small-Scale Livestock Producers 

 Communication is Key in Lending 

 USDA Announces Additional Financial Incentives for Conservation Reserve Program 
Participants to Improve Forest Health and Enhance Wildlife Habitat  

 Supervised Credit 

 Payment Limitations by Program 

 USDA Seeks Applications for Grants to Help Agricultural Producers and Small Rural 
Businesses Develop New Products 

 NRCS: Conservation Client Gateway  

 

South Carolina Farm Service Agency 
Newsletter 

 

South Carolina 
Farm Service Agency 

1927 Thurmond Mall,  
Suite 100 
Columbia, SC 29201 
Phone: 803.806.3820 

www.fsa.usda.gov/sc  

 
State Committee: 
Robert Battle, Chairperson 
Warren Dixon 
Mary Frances Koon 
Don Sharp 

USDA Issues Safety-Net Payments to 
South Carolina Farmers 
USDA South Carolina Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that 
approximately 16,932 South Carolina farms that enrolled in safety-
net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill will receive 
financial assistance for the 2016 crop year. The programs, known 
as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC), are designed to protect against unexpected drops in crop 
prices or revenues due to market downturns. 

Producers in 46 South Carolina counties have experienced a 
significant drop in prices or revenues below the benchmark 
established by the ARC or PLC program and thus, will receive 
payments totaling $38 million.  Payments related to four crops, 
wheat, oats, peanuts, and corn, made up much of those 
payments.  There were also payments for five other crops: grain 
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sorghum, canola, rice, flaxseed, and sunflowers.  Cash flow from 
these payments is particularly helpful to farmers and ranchers in 
counties impacted by natural disasters. 

Payments by county for an eligible commodity can vary because 
average county yields will differ. 

Statewide, over 39,645 farms participated in ARC-County and 
nearly 10,716 farms participated in PLC.  More details on the price 
and yield information used to calculate the financing assistance 
from the safety-net programs is available on the FSA website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc and www.fsa.usda.gov/sc. 

 

USDA Announces Enrollment Period for 
Safety Net Coverage in 2018 
FSA today announced that starting Nov. 1, 2017, farmers and 
ranchers with base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or 
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) safety net program may enroll for the 
2018 crop year. The enrollment period will end on Aug. 1, 2018.  

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-
year, producers must enroll by signing a contract each 
program year.  

The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 
enrollment period will not be eligible for financial assistance from 
the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or 
farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks 
established by the program. Producers who made their elections in 
previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enrollment period. 

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill 
and offer a safety net to agricultural producers when there is a 
substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. 
Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small 
chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard 
seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium 
grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower 
seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton 
is no longer a covered commodity. For more details regarding these 
programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local 
FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

 

Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation  
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential 
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.  

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before 
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but 
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan 
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an 
environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the 
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Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your 
project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site 
preparation or ground disturbance.  

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of 
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.  

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA 
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved. 

 

USDA Expands Grasslands Conservation Program to Small-
Scale Livestock Producers 
Helping Dairy, Beef and Other Producers Protect Working Grasslands in 43 States  

USDA will accept over 300,000 acres in 43 states that were offered by producers during the recent 
ranking period for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands enrollment with emphasis 
placed on small-scale livestock operations. Through the voluntary CRP Grasslands program, 
grasslands threatened by development or conversion to row crops are maintained as livestock 
grazing areas, while providing important conservation benefits. Approximately 200,000 of the 
accepted acres were offered by small-scale livestock operations. 

The most recent ranking period closed on Dec. 16, 2016, and included for the first time a CRP 
Grasslands practice specifically tailored for small-scale livestock grazing operations to encourage 
broader participation. Under this ranking period and for future periods, small-scale livestock 
operations with 100 or fewer head of grazing cows (or the equivalent) can submit applications to 
enroll up to 200 acres of grasslands per farm. Larger operations may still make offers through the 
normal process. USDA met its goal of 200,000 acres under this small-scale initiative. The new 
practice for small-scale livestock grazing operations encourages greater diversity geographically 
and in all types of livestock operations. Visit http://go.usa.gov/x9PFS to view the complete list of 
acres accepted by state.   

Participants in CRP Grasslands establish or maintain long-term, resource-conserving grasses and 
other plant species to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat on 
marginally productive agricultural lands. CRP Grasslands participants can use the land for livestock 
production (e.g. grazing or producing hay), while following their conservation and grazing plans in 
order to maintain the cover.  

Small livestock operations or other farming and ranching operations interested in participating in 
CRP Grasslands should contact their local FSA office. To learn more about FSA’s conservation 
programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation. 

 

Communication is Key in Lending 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary 
to be a success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan 
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is 
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for 
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s 
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following: 

 Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation;  

 Any significant changes to family income or expenses; 

 The development of problem situations; 

 Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 
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In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on 
time, contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Announces Additional Financial Incentives for 
Conservation Reserve Program Participants to Improve 
Forest Health and Enhance Wildlife Habitat  
In an effort to improve wildlife habitat and the health of private forest lands, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced additional incentives available for 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants to actively manage forest lands enrolled in the 
program. 

Under the provisions of the 2014 Farm Bill, $10 million is available nationwide to eligible CRP 
participants. Those selected will be encouraged to thin, prescribe burn or otherwise manage their 
forests in order to allow sunlight to reach the forest floor. This will encourage the development of 
grasses, forbs and legumes, benefitting numerous species including pollinators and grassland-
dependent birds such as the northern bobwhite. 

Eligibility is limited to landowners and agricultural producers already enrolled in CRP with 
conservation covers primarily containing trees. Incentive payments, not to exceed 150 percent of 
the cost to implement a particular customary forestry activity as described, have been established. 
CRP participants meeting eligibility requirements and interested in making offers to participate 
should visit their local FSA county office. 

For more information about FSA conservation programs, visit the FSA office at the local USDA 
service center or go to www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.  

 

Supervised Credit 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans 
from a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Therefore, it is our 
goal to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help 
borrowers through training and credit counseling. 

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. Through this 
process, FSA staff will advise borrowers in developing strategies and a plan to meet your 
operation’s goals and graduate to commercial credit. Ultimately, the borrower is responsible for the 
success of the farming operation, but FSA’s staff will help in an advisory role to provide the tools 
necessary to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Payment Limitations by Program 
The 2014 Farm Bill established a maximum dollar amount for each program that can be received 
annually, directly or indirectly, by each person or legal entity. Payment limitations vary by program 
for 2014 through 2018.  

Below is an overview of payment limitations by program.  

Commodity and Price Support Programs 
The annual limitation for the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
programs, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Loan Gains is $125,000 total.  
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Conservation Programs 
The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payment and incentive payment is limited 
to $50,000. CRP contracts approved before Oct. 1, 2008, may exceed the limitation, subject to 
payment limitation rules in effect on the date of contract approval.  

The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) has an annual limit of $200,000 per disaster event. 
The Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) has an annual limit of $500,000 per disaster 
event.  

Disaster Assistance Programs 
The annual limitation of $125,000 applies to the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees 
and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP), Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) and Livestock 
Indemnity Program (LIP). The total payments received under ELAP, LFP and LIP may not exceed 
$125,000. A separate limitation of $125,000 applies to Tree Assistance Program (TAP) payments. 
There is also a separate $125,000 payment limit for the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP). 

Payment limitations also apply to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) programs. 
Contact your local NRCS office more information.  

For more information on FSA payment limitations by program, visit 
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-
Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2015/payment_eligibility_payment_limitations.pdf.  

 

USDA Seeks Applications for Grants to Help Agricultural 
Producers and Small Rural Businesses Develop New 
Products 
The USDA Rural Development (RD) is accepting applications for grants to help farmers, ranchers 
and producer-based businesses nationwide develop new product lines. 

The funding is being provided through the Value-Added Producer Grant (VAPG) program. VAPG 
grants can be used to develop new products from raw agricultural products or promote new markets 
for established products. Veterans, socially-disadvantaged groups, beginning farmers and ranchers, 
operators of small and medium-sized family farms and ranches and farmer and rancher 
cooperatives are given special priority. 

The deadline to submit paper applications is Jan. 31, 2018. Electronic applications submitted 
through grants.gov are due Jan. 24, 2018. For more information on this grant program, visit USDA 
Rural Development. For assistance in SC, call Jesse T. Risher at 803-765-5881.  

 

NRCS: Conservation Client Gateway  
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) understands the hectic schedules of our 
farmers and landowners. Through Conservation Client Gateway, busy landowners have the 
opportunity to continuing working with NRCS without making a trip to a USDA Service 
Center.  Conservation is just a click away! 

Conservation Client Gateway is a secure web portal that lets you work with NRCS online. 
Landowners and land managers, whether operating as individuals or authorized representatives of 
business entities, can track their payments, report completed practices, request conservation 
assistance, and electronically sign documents. Conservation Client Gateway provides users the 
flexibility to determine when they want to engage with NRCS online and when they prefer in-person 
conservation planning assistance. 

Conservation Client Gateway isn’t a substitute for the time the customers should spend with the 
local conservation planner, but rather it gives the customer more time to focus on their resource 
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concerns and conservation practices by saving time through fewer administrative trips to the local 
NRCS field office. 

For more information about Conservation Client Gateway, visit www.nrcs.usda.gov or contact your 
local NRCS District Conservationist at your USDA Service Center. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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