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USDA to Provide Relief to Small Producers, Processors, 
Distributors, Farmers Markets Impacted by COVID-19  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) 
announced it will soon publish Requests for Applications (RFAs) for the 
Pandemic Response and Safety (PRS) Grants program to support agricultural 
stakeholders who haven’t yet received substantial federal financial assistance in 
responding to the COVID-19 crisis. This grant program will provide assistance to 
small businesses in certain commodity areas, including small scale specialty 
crop producers, food processors, manufacturers, distributors and farmers 
markets. 

A grant forecast is now available to help potential applicants determine their eligibility and to prepare to apply 
for funding. Eligible entities should visit the PRS grant portal at usda-prs.grantsolutions.gov for complete 
information on the program, including how to obtain a free of charge DUNS Number from Dun & Bradstreet 
(D&B) BEFORE applying for this program. On September 23, USDA will issue another announcement 
indicating that entities may submit their applications through the grant portal; entities will need their DUNS 
number to submit an application. 

Visit usda-prs.grantsolutions.gov or the AMS website to learn more. 
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USDA Announces Pandemic Assistance for Timber 
Harvesters and Haulers 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is providing up to $200 million to 
provide relief to timber harvesting and timber hauling businesses that have 
experienced losses due to COVID-19 as part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance 
for Producers initiative. Loggers and truckers can apply for assistance 
through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) July 22 through Oct. 15, 2021. 
The Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers program (PATHH) 
is administered by FSA in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service. 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized this critical assistance for the timber industry. Timber 
harvesting and hauling businesses that have experienced a gross revenue loss of at least 10% during the 
period of Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 2020, compared to the period of Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 2019, are encouraged to 
apply. 

Program Details 

To be eligible for payments, individuals or legal entities must be a timber harvesting or timber hauling 
business where 50% or more of its gross revenue is derived from one or more of the following: 

• Cutting timber. 
• Transporting timber. 
• Processing of wood on-site on the forest land (chipping, grinding, converting to biochar, cutting to 

smaller lengths, etc.). 
Payments will be based on the applicant’s gross revenue received from Jan. 1, 2019, through Dec. 1, 2019, 
minus gross revenue received from Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 1, 2020, multiplied by 80%. FSA will issue an 
initial payment equal to the lesser of the calculated payment amount or $2,000 as applications are approved. 
A second payment will be made after the signup period has ended based upon remaining PATHH funds. 

The maximum amount that a person or legal entity may receive directly is $125,000. 

Applying for Assistance 

Loggers and truckers can apply for PATHH beginning on July 22 by completing form FSA-1118, Pandemic 
Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers Program application, and certifying to their gross revenue for 
2019 and 2020 on the application. Additional documentation may be required. Visit farmers.gov/pathh for 
more information on how to apply. 

Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand 
delivery, or via electronic means. To find a local FSA office, loggers and truckers can visit 
farmers.gov/service-locator. They can also call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready 
to offer assistance. 

 

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm Records 
Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps 
online, the latest self-service feature added to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) website. 

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop 
computer, tablet or phone. 
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Capabilities include: 

• View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields, CRP acres, land 
ownership details, and much more; 

• View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or fertilizer providers, 
and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and 

• Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles. 
The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves you time and 
money. 

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA portal for producers, 
while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user experience. A new enhancement expands the 
scope of accessibility to include farmers and ranchers who are members of an entity, as well as people with a 
power of attorney form (FSA-211) on file with FSA. 

Managing USDA Business Online 

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also: 

• View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents. 

• Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application. 
• View and submit conservation requests. 
• View technical references and submit questions. 
• Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts. 
• Report practice completion and request practice certification. 
• View farm loan and interest information (producers only). 

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture 
planting boundaries. 

To access your information, you’ll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov. After obtaining an 
eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s authenticated portal via the Sign 
In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website. Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the 
recommended browsers to access the feature. 

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also has ample 
information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm loans, disaster assistance, conservation 
programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA updated the navigation and organization of the site as well as 
added some new webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more 
about these changes. 

 

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs for 
Organic Certification 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that organic producers and 
handlers can apply for USDA funds to assist with the cost of receiving and 
maintaining organic certification through the Organic Certification Cost Share 
Program (OCCSP). Applications for eligible certification expenses paid 
between Oct. 1, 2020, and Sept. 30, 2021, are due Nov. 1, 2021.  

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of 
agricultural products for the costs of obtaining or maintaining organic certification 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MTUuNDU5NjA1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi8_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.u7L6EtWyWipAHxAV6gfHfPfpXdjP1JsVroW9i3CeOks/s/1509811496/br/112388648709-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MTUuNDU5NjA1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5lYXV0aC51c2RhLmdvdi9ob21lLz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.SPsm4ropvHp1scbzbLnJOQ8lGn1mOhSg9qmwNMXhcqo/s/1509811496/br/112388648709-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MTUuNDU5NjA1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.4K8LiGfNtXPNKv1LryY_Ogdq8b7HS4A_MNvgx4jxweA/s/1509811496/br/112388648709-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MTUuNDU5NjA1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi93b3JraW5nLXdpdGgtdXMvc2lnbi1pbj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.U1pPhfv5_iIkbDAbTjT0Lf22iaKLEi1hA1n-XnDs9qY/s/1509811496/br/112388648709-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MTUuNDU5NjA1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi93b3JraW5nLXdpdGgtdXMvc2lnbi1pbj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.U1pPhfv5_iIkbDAbTjT0Lf22iaKLEi1hA1n-XnDs9qY/s/1509811496/br/112388648709-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MTUuNDU5NjA1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi93b3JraW5nLXdpdGgtdXMvZ2V0LWludm9sdmVkP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.olDOe6mXQYqD16EiIICk52Re33YMthccXE9OPsQdqsg/s/1509811496/br/112388648709-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MTUuNDU5NjA1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi93b3JraW5nLXdpdGgtdXMvY29tbW9uLWZvcm1zP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.LAPFSqDSaagiIlAVEUKb23aeq-ZdcBtKnFOl9gwYawo/s/1509811496/br/112388648709-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MTUuNDU5NjA1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi90cmFuc2xhdGlvbnM_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.CiNgX_nmEbBtlY4ov9Jd1duES6ENbWdGgrw7BzbFCWY/s/1509811496/br/112388648709-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MTUuNDU5NjA1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9ibG9nL2dyb3dpbmctZmFybWVyc2dvdi9zdHJlYW1saW5pbmctaG93LXlvdS1maW5kLWluZm9ybWF0aW9uLWZhcm1lcnNnb3Y_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.FYT2PJiKcxpFb-fBefAPM6wFew4UGgxPqRSmvc7kcCM/s/1509811496/br/112388648709-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MTUuNDU5NjA1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9ibG9nL2dyb3dpbmctZmFybWVyc2dvdi9zdHJlYW1saW5pbmctaG93LXlvdS1maW5kLWluZm9ybWF0aW9uLWZhcm1lcnNnb3Y_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.FYT2PJiKcxpFb-fBefAPM6wFew4UGgxPqRSmvc7kcCM/s/1509811496/br/112388648709-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MTUuNDU5NjA1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL29jY3NwL2luZGV4P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.Qu3S7aqz7neCQDdi5HxwAQztRgiiVtnWjWq1VTeEkrc/s/1509811496/br/112388648709-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MTUuNDU5NjA1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL29jY3NwL2luZGV4P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.Qu3S7aqz7neCQDdi5HxwAQztRgiiVtnWjWq1VTeEkrc/s/1509811496/br/112388648709-l


under the USDA’s National Organic Program. Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers 
who have paid organic certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Producers can be reimbursed 
for expenses including application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency agreement and 
arrangement requirements, travel expenses for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and postage.  

For 2021, OCCSP will reimburse 50 percent of a certified operation’s allowable certification costs, up to a 
maximum of $500 for each of the following categories or “scopes:”   

• crops  
• wild crops  
• livestock  
• processing/handling  
• State organic program fees. 

Organic farmers and ranchers may apply through an FSA county office or a participating state agency.   

More Information  

To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit the OCCSP webpage, visit usda.gov/organic, 
or contact your local USDA Service Center.  

 

Linkage Requirements for Payments Received Under 
WHIP+ and/or QLA 
If you received a payment under the Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity Program+ (WHIP+) or the Quality 
Loss Adjustment Program (QLA) for crop production and/or quality losses occurring in 2018, 2019, or 2020 
crop years, you are required to meet linkage requirements by obtaining federal crop insurance or Non-Insured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage at the 60/100 level, or higher, for both the 2022 and 2023 
crop years. 

When applying for WHIP+ or QLA, form FSA-895 (Crop Insurance and/or NAP Coverage Agreement) was 
submitted acknowledging the requirement to obtain federal crop insurance, if available, or NAP coverage if 
federal crop insurance is not available. The coverage requirement is applicable to the physical location county 
of the crop that received WHIP+ and/or QLA benefits.  

Producers should not delay contacting their federal crop insurance agent or local county FSA Office to inquire 
about coverage options, as failure to obtain the applicable coverage by the sales/application closing 
date will result in the required refund of WHIP+ benefits received on the applicable crop, plus 
interest. You can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the RMA 
website. 

For more information, please visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA to Provide Pandemic Assistance to Livestock 
Producers for Animal Losses 
Livestock and poultry producers who suffered losses during the pandemic due to insufficient access to 
processing can apply for assistance for those losses and the cost of depopulation and disposal of the 
animals. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Vilsack announced the Pandemic Livestock 
Indemnity Program (PLIP) in [recorded] remarks at the National Pork Industry Conference in Wisconsin Dells, 
WI.  The announcement is part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. Livestock and 
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poultry producers can apply for assistance through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) July 20 
through Sept. 17, 2021. 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized payments to producers for losses of livestock or 
poultry depopulated from March 1, 2020 through December 26, 2020, due to insufficient processing access 
as a result of the pandemic. PLIP payments will be based on 80% of the fair market value of the livestock and 
poultry and for the cost of depopulation and disposal of the animal. Eligible livestock and poultry include 
swine, chickens and turkeys. 

PLIP Program Details 

Eligible livestock must have been depopulated from March 1, 2020, through December 26, 2020, due to 
insufficient processing access as a result of the pandemic. Livestock must have been physically located in the 
U.S. or a territory of the U.S. at the time of depopulation. 

Eligible livestock owners include persons or legal entities who, as of the day the eligible livestock was 
depopulated, had legal ownership of the livestock. Packers, live poultry dealers and contract growers are not 
eligible for PLIP. 

PLIP payments compensate participants for 80% of both the loss of the eligible livestock or poultry and for the 
cost of depopulation and disposal based on a single payment rate per head.  PLIP payments will be 
calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible livestock or poultry by the payment rate per head, and 
then subtracting the amount of any payments the eligible livestock or poultry owner has received for disposal 
of the livestock or poultry under the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) or a state program. The payments will also be reduced by any Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program (CFAP 1 and 2) payments paid on the same inventory of swine that were depopulated. 

There is no per person or legal entity payment limitation on PLIP payments. To be eligible for payments, a 
person or legal entity must have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) of less than $900,000 for tax years 
2016, 2017 and 2018. 

Applying for Assistance 

Eligible livestock and poultry producers can apply for PLIP starting July 20, 2021, by completing the FSA-620, 
Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program application, and submitting it to any FSA county office. Additional 
documentation may be required. Visit farmers.gov/plip for a copy of the Notice of Funding Availability and 
more information on how to apply. 

Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand 
delivery or via electronic means. To find your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. Livestock and 
poultry producers can also call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer 
assistance. 

 

Streamlining How You Find Information on Farmers.gov 
If you’ve been to farmers.gov before, things may look a little different from the last time you were here. We’ve 
made some changes, to improve how you find information so that you can find what you need even more 
easily and efficiently.  

The big, green navigation bar near the top of every page – it’s different now. It opens up, to show descriptions 
and subtopics, making it quicker and easier to figure out what’s where and reduce guessing. Why? Two 
reasons: First, farmers.gov has grown a lot over the years and the old navigation wasn’t designed for the 
load. Second, because you asked for it.  We analyzed your comments through the “Feedback” button on the 
site and tested our new designs and information organization with real farmers and ranchers through surveys 
and live testing sessions.  
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Along with the new website navigation, we restructured how our pages and topics are grouped and organized 
to help you easily access the information you need. We also relabeled some of our existing pages using more 
direct language. This means that pages or information you’ve used before may have different labels or be in 
new places.  

Important changes:  

• The old Fund page is now called Loans. The Loans page has information and resources about USDA 
loans, including the Farm Loan Programs.  

• The Recover page is now Protection and Recovery. This page has information to help you prepare 
and recover from natural disasters, and to mitigate risk for your operation.  

• The Conserve page is now Conservation. This page hasn’t changed much and still has information on 
how to implement conservation practices, improve and preserve natural resources, and address 
conservation concerns.  

• The Manage page is now Working With Us. This page connects you with resources that tell you how 
USDA can help you start, expand, enhance, or improve your agricultural operation.  

• The Connect page has been replaced with Your Business, a guide to USDA resources that cater to 
your specific operation.  Information that was on the Connect page has been moved to the Contact 
Us page and the Get Involved page.  

We are always updating farmers.gov based on your feedback and to stay up-to-date with important USDA 
announcements. We’ve recently created some new webpages, and updated some existing ones, to better 
equip you with the vital information you need. There are even more new pages coming soon, so stay tuned!  

For farmers.gov, we don’t guess what farmers and ranchers want from a website. We start by asking, then 
test our designs with volunteers who are also farmers and ranchers.  

There’s a feedback button on every page of farmers.gov. Based on your feedback, we looked for ways to 
make our site easier to use and to build the information that you’re looking for. Live user testing 
sessions provide data, such as this heatmap, showing where testers tended to click during an exercise.  

You helped us create the new navigation design, the new information organization, and told us how to speak 
using your words, and not legalese.  

Check out farmers.gov today! 

 

Communication is Key in Lending 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary to be 
successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan application process through the 
borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify 
goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when 
changes occur. It is the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following: 

• Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation 
• Any significant changes to family income or expenses 
• The development of problem situations 
• Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact your farm 
loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options. 
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For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Offers Options for Signing and Sharing Documents 
Online 
Farmers and ranchers working with USDA’s Farm Service Agency or Natural Resources Conservation 
Service can now sign and share documents online in just a few clicks. By using Box or OneSpan, producers 
can digitally complete business transactions without leaving their homes or agricultural operations. Both 
services are free, secure, and available for multiple FSA and NRCS programs. 

Box is a secure, cloud-based site where FSA or NRCS documents can be managed and shared. Producers 
who choose to use Box can create a username and password to access their secure Box account, where 
documents can be downloaded, printed, manually signed, scanned, uploaded, and shared digitally with 
Service Center staff. This service is available to any FSA or NRCS customer with access to a mobile device 
or computer with printer connectivity. 

OneSpan is a secure eSignature solution for FSA and NRCS customers. Like Box, no software downloads or 
eAuthentication is required for OneSpan. Instead, producers interested in eSignature through OneSpan can 
confirm their identity through two-factor authentication using a verification code sent to their mobile device or 
a personalized question and answer. Once identity is confirmed, documents can be reviewed and e-signed 
through OneSpan via the producer’s personal email address. Signed documents immediately become 
available to the appropriate Service Center staff. 

Box and OneSpan are both optional services for customers interested in improved efficiency in signing and 
sharing documents with USDA, and they do not replace existing systems using eAuthentication for digital 
signature. Instead, these tools provide additional digital options for producers to use when conducting 
business with FSA or NRCS. 

USDA Service Center staff are available to help producers get started with Box and OneSpan through a few 
simple steps. Please visit farmers.gov/service-locator to find your local office and let Service Center staff 
know you’re interested in signing and sharing documents through these new features. In most cases, one 
quick phone call will be all that is needed to initiate the process. 

Visit farmers.gov/mydocs to learn more about Box and OneSpan, steps for getting started, and additional 
resources for conducting business with USDA online. 

To learn more about program flexibilities and Service Center status during the coronavirus pandemic, visit 
farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

 

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans 
that Fit Their Operation 
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmgers.gov to find information on USDA 
farm loans that may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their operations. 
From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to better 
understand their needs and challenges. 
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How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple 
questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After submitting 
their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best fit their specific needs. The loan 
application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an application to 
receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, and youth, as well as 
information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and 
documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service 
center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start” 
button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is applicable to 
your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the 
Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and manage 
accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial Information 
feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and alerts by logging into the 
website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features, the site 
also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-
tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center at or visit farmers.gov. 
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