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A Note from State Executive Director Laurie 
Funderburk 

Season’s Greetings, South Carolina Farmers and Ranchers! 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year! As we retreat to the 
warmth of the hearth and home, it is also the time of year when 
our hearts swell with gladness and we extend goodwill and 
other charitable thoughts and actions to our family, neighbors, 
and others in our communities. Farmers are known for their 
altruism no matter the season. 

I’m reminded of what Kris Kringle said in the classic film Miracle on 34th Street: “Oh, 
Christmas isn’t just a day, it’s a frame of mind.” May we all strive to be generous of spirit the 
whole year through, just as we are at Christmas. 

As 2021 comes to a close and we reflect back on this year, all of us at SC FSA thank you for 
your hard work, dedication, and commitment to South Carolina agriculture. In this season of 
joy and hope, I trust that you will enjoy holiday festivities, favorite traditions, and some much 
deserved rest and time with loved ones. 

From all of us at South Carolina FSA, we wish you a very Merry Christmas! 
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Laurie Slade Funderburk 
South Carolina FSA State Executive Director 

  

 
Merry Christmas from the Funderburks! 

 
USDA Provides Additional Pandemic Assistance to 
Hog Producers 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a new 
program to assist hog producers who sold hogs through a 
negotiated sale during the period in which these producers faced 
the greatest reduction in market prices due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Spot Market Hog Pandemic Program 
(SMHPP) is part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for 
Producers initiative and addresses gaps in previous assistance 
for hog producers. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will 

accept applications Dec. 15, 2021 through Feb. 25, 2022.       

SMHPP provides assistance to hog producers who sold hogs through a negotiated sale from 
April 16, 2020 through Sept. 1, 2020. Negotiated sale, or negotiated formula sale, means a 
sale of hogs by a producer to a packer under which the base price for the hogs is determined 
by seller-buyer interaction and agreement on a delivery day. USDA is offering SMHPP as 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEyMTYuNTA0Mjg5NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L3BhbmRlbWljLWFzc2lzdGFuY2U_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.Hv0upUgC3QttV9v7X43x_1V5P3GBpUhGzD1xgPUWFxI/s/1509811496/br/123291513063-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEyMTYuNTA0Mjg5NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L3BhbmRlbWljLWFzc2lzdGFuY2U_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.Hv0upUgC3QttV9v7X43x_1V5P3GBpUhGzD1xgPUWFxI/s/1509811496/br/123291513063-l


packer production was reduced due to the COVID-19 pandemic due to employee illness and 
supply chain issues, resulting in fewer negotiated hogs being procured and subsequent lower 
market prices.    

The Department has set aside up to $50 million in pandemic assistance funds through the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act for SMHPP.  

 
SMHPP Program Details   

Eligible hogs include hogs sold through a negotiated sale by producers between April 16, 
2020, and Sept. 1, 2020. To be eligible, the producer must be a person or legal entity who has 
ownership in the hogs and whose production facilities are located in the United States, 
including U.S. territories. Contract producers, federal, state and local governments, including 
public schools and packers are not eligible for SMHPP.   

SMHPP payments will be calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible hogs, not to 
exceed 10,000 head, by the payment rate of $54 per head. FSA will issue payments to eligible 
hog producers as applications are received and approved.   

 
Applying for Assistance   

Eligible hog producers can apply for SMHPP starting Dec. 15, 2021, by completing the FSA-
940, Spot Market Hog Pandemic Program application. Additional documentation may be 
required. Visit farmers.gov/smhpp for a copy of the Notice of Funds Availability, information on 
applicant eligibility and more information on how to apply.   

Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by 
mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. To find your local FSA office, 
visit farmers.gov/service-locator. Hog producers can also call 877-508-8364 to speak directly 
with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. 

 
USDA Builds Pandemic Support for Certified 
Organic and Transitioning Operations 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide 
pandemic assistance to cover certification and education 
expenses to agricultural producers who are certified organic or 
transitioning to organic. USDA will make $20 million available 
through the new Organic and Transitional Education and 
Certification Program (OTECP) as part of USDA’s 
broader Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative, which 
provides new, broader and more equitable opportunities for 

farmers, ranchers and producers.     

During the COVID-19 pandemic, certified organic and transitional operations faced challenges 
due to loss of markets, and increased costs and labor shortages, in addition to costs related to 
obtaining or renewing their organic certification, which producers and handlers of 
conventionally grown commodities do not incur. Transitional operations also faced the 
financial challenge of implementing practices required to obtain organic certification without 
being able to obtain the premium prices normally received for certified organic 
commodities.      
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Eligible Expenses  

OTECP funding is provided through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 
(CARES Act). Certified operations and transitional operations may apply for OTECP for 
eligible expenses paid during the 2020, 2021 and 2022 fiscal years. For each year, OTECP 
covers 25% of a certified operation’s eligible certification expenses, up to $250 per 
certification category (crop, livestock, wild crop, handling and State Organic Program fee). 
This includes application fees, inspection fees, USDA organic certification costs, state organic 
program fees and more.     

Crop and livestock operations transitioning to organic production may be eligible for 75% of a 
transitional operation’s eligible expenses, up to $750, for each year. This includes fees 
charged by a certifying agent or consultant for pre-certification inspections and development 
of an organic system plan.     

For both certified operations and transitional operations, OTECP covers 75% of 
the registration fees, up to $200, per year, for educational events that include content related 
to organic production and handling in order to assist operations in increasing their knowledge 
of production and marketing practices that can improve their operations, increase resilience 
and expand available marketing opportunities. Additionally, both certified and transitional 
operations may be eligible for 75% of the expense of soil testing required under the National 
Organic Program (NOP) to document micronutrient deficiency, not to exceed $100 per year.   

 
Applying for Assistance    

Signup for 2020 and 2021 OTECP will be Nov. 8, 2021, through Jan. 7, 2022. Producers 
apply through their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office and can also obtain one-on-one 
support with applications by calling 877-508-8364. Visit farmers.gov/otecp to learn more.     

 
Additional Organic Support    

OTECP builds upon USDA’s Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) which 
provides cost share assistance of 50%, up to a maximum of $500 per scope, to producers and 
handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification under the 
NOP. This year’s application period for OCCSP ended Nov. 1, 2021.   

Additionally, USDA’s Risk Management Agency announced improvements to the Whole-Farm 
Revenue Program including increasing expansion limits for organic producers to the higher of 
$500,000 or 35%. Previously, small and medium size organic operations were held to the 
same 35% limit to expansion as conventional practice producers. Also, producers can now 
report acreage as certified organic, or as acreage in transition to organic, when the producer 
has requested an organic certification by the acreage reporting date.     

To learn more about USDA’s assistance for organic producers, visit usda.gov/organic.    

As USDA looks for long-term solutions to build back a better food system, the Department is 
committed to delivery of financial assistance to farmers, ranchers and agricultural producers 
and businesses who have been impacted by COVID-19 market disruptions. Since USDA 
rolled out the Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative in March, the Department 
has provided support to America’s farmers and ranchers including:  
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• $18 billion in Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2payments, including a fourfold 
increase in participation by historically underserved producers since the program 
reopened in April 2021.  

• Over $35 million in assistance for those who had to depopulate livestock and 
poultry due to insufficient processing access (Pandemic Livestock Indemnity 
Program).  

• Over $7 million to date for the logging and log hauling industry (Pandemic Assistance 
for Timber Harvesters and Haulers). Final payments are being calculated to be 
disbursed soon.  

• $1 billion to purchase healthy food for food insecure Americans and build food bank 
capacity.   

• $350 million in additional dairy assistance related to market volatility.   
• $500 million deployed through existing USDA programs. 

For more details, please visit www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance.  
 

New to Farming Because of the Pandemic? USDA 
Can Help  
USDA Service Centers across the country, are hearing from people who are interested in 
more space and working the land and we want to let you know we can help. Are you new to 
farming because of the pandemic? USDA can help you get started in farming – on everything 
from helping you register your farm to getting financial assistance and advice.    
 
Get Started with USDA 

First, you want to make sure your farm is registered. If you purchased land, it might already be 
established with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) with a farm number on file. If not, FSA 
can help you register your farm. 

To obtain a farm number, you’ll bring an official tax ID (Social Security number or an employer 
ID) and a property deed. If you do not own the land, bring a lease agreement to your FSA 
representative to show you have control of the property. If your operation is incorporated or an 
entity, you may also need to provide proof that you have signature authority and the legal 
ability to enter into contracts with USDA.   
 
Access to Capital 

USDA can provide access to capital through its farm loans, which is a great resource when 
producers aren’t able to get a loan from a traditional lender. Loans can help with purchasing 
land or equipment or with operating costs, and FSA even offers microloans, which are 
especially popular among producers with smaller farms. For more information, check out our 
Farm Loan Discovery Tool. 

Conservation Practices 

We can help you make conservation improvements to your farm, which are good for your 
bottom line and your operation. We’ll help you develop a conservation plan and apply for 
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financial assistance that’ll cover the bulk of the costs for implementing. To learn more about 
some of the conservation practices that we help producers with, check out our Conservation 
at Work Video Series. 

If you purchase land, and you don’t want to farm all of it, you can look at either a conservation 
easement or managing for native shrubs and grasses through either the Agricultural 
Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) or Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). 
Easements are long-term, while a CRP contract is 10-15 years. These are good options for 
land that is not optimal for production or sensitive lands like wetlands and grasslands. 

Additional Resources 

Depending on your farm, you may want to look at crop insurance. The USDA’s Risk 
Management Agency provides crop insurance to help you manage risks on your farm. There 
are many types of insurance products available for a wide variety of production practices, 
including organic and sustainable agriculture. 

Your local communities also have great resources for farmers including conservation districts, 
Rural Development, cooperative extensions, and different farming groups. To get started with 
USDA, contact your local USDA service center. 

 
USDA Supports Military Veteran’s Transition to 
Farming 
Are you a military veteran interested in farming? USDA offers resources to help you: 

• Fund Your Operation: USDA’s Farm Service Agency offers a variety of funding 
opportunities to help agricultural producers finance their businesses. Certain funds are 
targeted for veterans and beginning farmers and ranchers. 

• Conserve Natural Resources: USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 
offers conservation programs and expert one-on-one technical assistance to 
strengthen agricultural operations now and into the future. Veterans may be eligible for 
a cost share of up to 90 percent and advance payments of up to 50 percent to cover 
certain conservation practices. 

• Manage Risks: USDA is here to help you prepare for and recover from the 
unexpected. Veterans who are beginning farmers may be eligible for reduced 
premiums, application fee waivers, increased insurance coverage, and other 
incentives for multiple USDA programs that support risk management. 

USDA wants to ensure that veterans transitioning to agriculture have the resources needed to 
succeed. While USDA offices are currently closed to visitors because of the pandemic, 
Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other 
digital tools. To conduct business, please contact your local USDA Service Center. 
Additionally, more information related to USDA’s response and relief for producers can be 
found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. If you’re a new farmer, you can also reach out to your state 
Beginning Farmer and Rancher Coordinator. 
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Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any 
changes of address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business 
name on file to our office. You should also report changes in your farm operation, like the 
addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You should also report any changes to your operation 
in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal entity.  

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming 
operation to the County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form 
CCC-902. 

To update your records, contact your local USDA service center. 

 
Linkage Requirements for Payments Received 
Under WHIP+ and/or QLA 
If you received a payment under the Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity Program+ (WHIP+) 
or the Quality Loss Adjustment Program (QLA) for crop production and/or quality 
losses occurring in 2018, 2019, or 2020 crop years, you are required to meet linkage 
requirements by obtaining federal crop insurance or Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) coverage at the 60/100 level, or higher, for both the 2022 and 2023 crop 
years. 

When applying for WHIP+ or QLA, form FSA-895 (Crop Insurance and/or NAP Coverage 
Agreement) was submitted acknowledging the requirement to obtain federal crop insurance, if 
available, or NAP coverage if federal crop insurance is not available. The coverage 
requirement is applicable to the physical location county of the crop that received WHIP+ 
and/or QLA benefits.  

Producers should not delay contacting their federal crop insurance agent or local county FSA 
Office to inquire about coverage options, as failure to obtain the applicable coverage by 
the sales/application closing date will result in the required refund of WHIP+ benefits 
received on the applicable crop, plus interest. You can determine if crops are eligible for 
federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the RMA website. 

For more information, visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Higher Loan Limit Now Available for USDA 
Guaranteed Farm Loans  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a higher loan limit will be available for 
borrowers seeking a guaranteed farm loan starting Oct. 1, 2021, from $1.776 million to $1.825 
million.   

FSA farm loans offer access to funding for a wide range of producer needs, from securing 
land to financing the purchase of equipment. Guaranteed loans are financed and serviced by 
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commercial lenders. FSA provides up to a 95% guarantee against possible financial loss of 
principal and interest. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and operating 
purposes. 

In fiscal year 2021, FSA saw continued strong demand for guaranteed loans. FSA obligated 
more than $3.4 billion in guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans. This includes nearly 
$1.2 billion for beginning farmers. The number of guaranteed borrowers has grown by 10% to 
more than 38,750 farmers and ranchers over the last decade. FSA expects the increasing 
demand for farm loans to continue into fiscal year 2022.  

Disaster Set-Aside Extension  

USDA has additional support available to producers given the recent outbreaks of the COVID-
19 Delta variant and has extended the availability of COVID-19 Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) for 
installments due through Jan. 31, 2022. In addition, FSA will permit a second DSA for COVID-
19 and a second DSA for natural disasters for those who had an initial COVID-19 DSA. 
Requests for a COVID-19 DSA or a second DSA must be received no later than May 1, 2022. 

Last year, FSA broadened the use of the DSA. Normally used in the wake of natural disasters, 
the DSA can now allow farmers with USDA farm loans who are affected by COVID-19 and 
determined to be eligible, to have their next payment set aside. The set-aside payment’s due 
date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to twelve months in the 
case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to accrue interest until it 
is repaid. This will improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current production cycle.  

More Information  

Producers can explore available options on all FSA loan options at fsa.usda.gov or by 
contacting their local USDA Service Center. Service Center staff continue to work with 
agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. Because of the pandemic, 
some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact your Service Center to set 
up an in-person or phone appointment. Additionally, more information related to USDA’s 
response and relief for producers can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.  

 
Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early  
South Carolina Farm Loan teams are already working on operating loans for spring 2022 and 
asks potential borrowers to submit their requests early so they can be timely processed. The 
farm loan teams can help determine which loan programs are best for applicants.  

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm 
operation for just about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm ownership 
loans can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts 
for spring inputs as well expenses throughout the year.  

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm 
Ownership and Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller 
and non-traditional operations, can be used for operating expenses, starting a new operation, 
purchasing equipment, and other needs associated with a farming operation.  Loans to 
beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a priority. 
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Other types of loans available include: 

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral 
and obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the 
producer and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.   

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store 
eligible commodities, for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling 
equipment. A variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain 
bins, hay storage structures, and refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A producer 
may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.   

 
Applying for NAP Payments  
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to 
you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or crops 
unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, 
excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native 
grass for grazing), among others. 

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the applicable 
deadline using form CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee. Application 
closing dates vary by crop. Producers are also required to submit an acceptable crop acreage 
report. Additionally, NAP participants must provide: 

• The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held an 
interest during the crop year 

• The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable, unmarketable, 
salvaged or used differently than intended 

• Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA) 

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops could 
see reduced or zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the approved yield. 

If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by 
completing Part B of form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This must 
be completed within 15 calendar days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses 
become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For hand-harvested crops and certain 
perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss becomes apparent. 

To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice of 
Loss and Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the crop year 
for any NAP covered crops. The CCC-576 requires acceptable appraisal information. 
Producers must provide evidence of production and note whether the crop was marketable, 
unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than intended. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop 
insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, 



vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 
Producers Urged to Consider NAP Risk Protection 
Coverage Before Crop Sales Deadlines 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages you to review available USDA crop risk 
protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) coverage. 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and 
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no 
permanent federal crop insurance program is available. 

Please see the following crops in South Carolina and the NAP application deadline: 

 
You can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the RMA 
website. 

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 
percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and 
crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP 
coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 
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and 65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the 
average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.    

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per 
producer per county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in 
multiple counties.   

Beginning, underserved, veterans and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free 
catastrophic level coverage. 

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance 
agents. Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent 
Locator. You can use the USDA Cost Estimator to predict insurance premium costs. 

For more information on NAP, service fees, sales deadlines, contact your local USDA Service 
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

Qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are eligible for a service fee waiver and premium 
reduction, if the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility criteria. 
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