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A Note from State Executive Director Laurie 
Funderburk 

Greetings, South Carolina Producers! 

  

Spring is now in full swing and I know many of you are very busy 
on your farms, growing the food and fiber for which we all 
depend.  Thank you! Throughout this busy season, please be 
mindful that your local FSA office is available to assist you if you 

have questions about programs or farm loans that may be beneficial to your farming 
operations. 

As you read our May newsletter, you’ll notice that FSA has a several program sign-ups, 
including accepting applications for the Organic and Transitional Education Certification 
Program (OTECP) and Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) from May 16, 
2022, through October 31, 2022. OTECP builds upon OCCSP, providing additional relief to 
help producers who have experienced—and continue to experience—the market impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 



I would also like to remind producers who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports 
after spring planting to make an appointment with their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
before the applicable deadline.  Commodity deadlines are listed in the newsletter below. 

Lastly, I would like you to be aware of a partner program, the Affordable Connectivity Program 
through the Federal Communications Commission program, which helps connect families and 
households struggling to afford internet service.  This new benefit provides a discount toward 
broadband service for eligible households. You can learn more about the benefit, including 
eligibility and enrollment information, by visiting www.fcc.gov/ACP, or by calling 877-384-
2575.   

As we head into to summer and the weather becomes warmer, please stay hydrated and stay 
safe.  Again, thank you for all you do! 

Laurie Slade Funderburk  
State Executive Director 

 

USDA to Provide $6 billion to Commodity and 
Specialty Crop Producers Impacted by 2020 and 
2021 Natural Disasters 

The U. S Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced 
that commodity and specialty crop producers impacted by 
natural disaster events in 2020 and 2021 will soon begin 
receiving emergency relief payments totaling approximately $6 
billion through the Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) new 
Emergency Relief Program (ERP) to offset crop yield and value 
losses.  

 
Background   

On September 30, 2021, President Biden signed into law the Extending Government Funding 
and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43), which includes $10 billion in 
assistance to agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter 
storms, and other eligible disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 2021. FSA 
recently made payments to ranchers impacted by drought and wildfire through the first phase 
of the Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP). ERP is another relief component of the 
Act.   

For impacted producers, existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) data is the basis for calculating initial payments. USDA estimates 
that phase one ERP benefits will reach more than 220,000 producers who received 
indemnities for losses covered by federal crop insurance and more than 4,000 producers who 
obtained NAP coverage for 2020 and 2021 crop losses.    

 
ERP Eligibility – Phase One   

ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes, and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster 
event in calendar years 2020 and 2021.  Eligible crops include all crops for which crop 
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insurance or NAP coverage was available, except for crops intended for grazing. Qualifying 
natural disaster events include wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, winter 
storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying 
drought, and related conditions.   

For drought, ERP assistance is available if any area within the county in which the loss 
occurred was rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a:  

• D2 (severe drought) for eight consecutive weeks; or  
• D3 (extreme drought) or higher level of drought intensity.  

Lists of 2020 and 2021 drought counties eligible for ERP is available on the emergency relief 
website.  

To streamline and simplify the delivery of ERP phase one benefits, FSA will send pre-filled 
application forms to producers where crop insurance and NAP data are already on file. This 
form includes eligibility requirements, outlines the application process and provides ERP 
payment calculations. Producers will receive a separate application form for each program 
year in which an eligible loss occurred. Receipt of a pre-filled application is not confirmation 
that a producer is eligible to receive an ERP phase one payment.  

Additionally, producers must have the following forms on file with FSA within 60 days of the 
ERP phase one deadline, which will later be announced by FSA’s Deputy Administrator for 
Farm Programs:   

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.  
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.    
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).    
• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for 

Certain Programs (if applicable).    
• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran 

Farmer or Rancher Certification, if applicable, for the 2021 program year.    
• A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland 

conservation certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) 
and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable 
affiliates.   

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely 
have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm the 
status of their forms can contact their local FSA county office.     

 
ERP Payment Calculations – Phase One   

For crops covered by crop insurance, the ERP phase one payment calculation for a crop and 
unit will depend on the type and level of coverage obtained by the producer.   Each calculation 
will use an ERP factor based on the producer’s level of crop insurance or NAP coverage.   

• Crop Insurance – the ERP factor is 75% to 95% depending on the level of coverage 
ranging from catastrophic to at least 80% coverage.  
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• NAP – the ERP factor is 75% to 95% depending on the level of coverage ranging from 
catastrophic to 65% coverage.       

Full ERP payment calculation factor tables are available on the emergency relief website and 
in the program fact sheet. 

Applying ERP factors ensures that payments to producers do not exceed available funding 
and that cumulative payments do not exceed 90% of losses for all producers as required by 
the Act.    

Also, there will be certain payment calculation considerations for area plans under crop 
insurance policies.      

The ERP payment percentage for historically underserved producers, including beginning, 
limited resource, socially disadvantaged, and veteran farmers and ranchers will be increased 
by 15% of the calculated payment for crops having insurance coverage or NAP.   

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have a CCC-860, 
Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher 
Certification, form on file with FSA for the 2021 program year.   

    

Because the amount of loss due to a qualifying disaster event in calendar years 202 and 2021 
cannot be separated from the amount of loss caused by other eligible causes of loss as 
defined by the applicable crop insurance or NAP policy, the ERP phase one payment will be 
calculated based on the producer’s loss due to all eligible causes of loss.   

 
Future Insurance Coverage Requirements  

All producers who receive ERP phase one payments, including those receiving a payment 
based on crop, tree, bush, or vine insurance policies, are statutorily required to purchase crop 
insurance, or NAP coverage where crop insurance is not available, for the next two available 
crop years, as determined by the Secretary.  Participants must obtain crop insurance or NAP, 
as may be applicable:  

• At a coverage level equal to or greater than 60% for insurable crops; or  
• At the catastrophic level or higher for NAP crops.  

Coverage requirements will be determined from the date a producer receives an ERP 
payment and may vary depending on the timing and availability of crop insurance or NAP for a 
producer’s particular crops.  The final crop year to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage 
to meet the second year of coverage for this requirement is the 2026 crop year.   

 
Emergency Relief – Phase Two (Crop and Livestock Producers)  

Today’s announcement is only phase one of relief for commodity and specialty crop 
producers.  Making the initial payments using existing safety net and risk management data 
will both speed implementation and further encourage participation in these permanent 
programs, such as Federal crop insurance, as Congress intended.   

The second phase of both ERP and ELRP programs will fill gaps and cover producers who did 
not participate in or receive payments through the existing programs that are being leveraged 
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for phase one implementation.  When phase one payment processing is complete, the 
remaining funds will be used to cover gaps identified under phase two.     

Through proactive communication and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders 
informed as program details are made available.   More information on ERP can be found in 
the Notice of Funding Availability. 

 
Additional Commodity Loss Assistance   

The Milk Loss Program and On-Farm Stored Commodity Loss Program are also funded 
through the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act and 
will be announced in a future rule in the Federal Register.    

 
More Information    

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including the 
Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan 
Discovery Tool. For FSA and Natural Resources Conservation Service programs, producers 
should contact their local USDA Service Center. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, 
producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent.    

 

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs 
of Organic, Transitioning Producers 

Agricultural producers and handlers who are certified organic, 
along with producers and handlers who are transitioning to 
organic production, can now apply for the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) Organic and Transitional Education 
Certification Program (OTECP) and Organic Certification Cost 
Share Program (OCCSP), which help producers and handlers 
cover the cost of organic certification, along with other related 
expenses. Applications for OTECP and OCCSP are both due 

October 31, 2022.  

OTECP covers:   

• Certification costs for organic producers and handlers (25% up to $250 per category).  
• Eligible expenses for transitional producers, including fees for pre-certification 

inspections and development of an organic system plan (75% up to $750).  
• Registration fees for educational events (75% up to $200).  
• Soil testing (75% up to $100).   

Meanwhile, OCCSP covers 50% or up to $500 per category of certification costs in 2022.   

This cost share for certification is available for each of these categories: crops, wild crops, 
livestock, processing/handling and State organic program fees.    

Producers can receive cost share through both OTECP and OCCSP. Both OTECP and 
OCCSP cover costs incurred from October 1, 2021, to September 30, 2022.  Producers have 
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until October 31, 2022 to file applications, and FSA will make payments as applications are 
received.   

To apply, producers and handlers should contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) at their local 
USDA Service Center. As part of completing the OCCSP applications, producers and 
handlers will need to provide documentation of their organic certification and eligible 
expenses. Organic producers and handlers may also apply for OCCSP through participating 
State agencies.    

Additional details can be found on the OTECP and OCCSP webpages.  
 

USDA Offers Water Quality-Focused Program That 
Builds on CRP Contracts 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is announcing the signup period for its Clean 
Lakes, Estuaries, And Rivers initiative (CLEAR30) — a nationwide opportunity for certain 
landowners and agricultural producers currently implementing water quality practices through 
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) to enroll in 30-year contracts, extending the 
lifespan and strengthening the benefits of important water quality practices on their land.   

Producers may apply for CLEAR30, a voluntary, incentive-based conservation program, from 
April 1, 2022, through Aug. 5, 2022.    

Cropland and certain pastureland currently enrolled in Continuous CRP or the Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and dedicated to an eligible water quality practice 
such as riparian buffers, contour strips, grass waterways or wetland restoration may be 
eligible if their contracts are expiring by September 30, 2022.   

CLEAR30 contracts will be effective beginning Oct. 1, 2022. These long-term contracts ensure 
that conservation practices remain in place for 30 years, which improves water quality through 
reducing sediment and nutrient runoff and helping prevent algal blooms. Conservation in 
riparian areas also provides important carbon sequestration benefits. Traditional CRP 
contracts run from 10 to 15 years.  

 
About CLEAR30  

CLEAR30 was established in the 2018 Farm Bill to better address water quality concerns. 
Originally, CLEAR30 was only available in the Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay watersheds; 
in 2021, FSA made CLEAR30 available to agricultural producers and landowners nationwide, 
and participation grew nearly seven-fold from 2020 to 2021.  

Annual rental payments for landowners who enroll in CLEAR30 will be equal to the current 
Continuous CRP annual payment rate plus a 20 percent water quality incentive payment and 
an annual rental rate adjustment of 27.5 percent.   

 
How to Sign Up  
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To sign up for CLEAR30, landowners and producers should contact their local USDA Service 
Center by Aug. 5, 2022.  Contact information can be found at farmers.gov/service-locator. 
Additionally, fact sheets and other resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/crp.      

More Information  

CLEAR30 is an option available through CRP, which is one of the largest voluntary private-
lands conservation programs in the United States. CRP was originally intended to primarily 
control soil erosion and stabilize commodity prices by taking environmentally sensitive lands 
out of production. The program has evolved over the years, providing numerous conservation 
and economic benefits. In addition to CLEAR30, signups are also open for Continuous CRP 
and Grassland CRP.   

 

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers 
Facing Inclement Weather 
Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss for 
agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer 
losses. USDA offers several programs to help with recovery. 

Risk Management 

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to 
your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. 

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and 
be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss 
(also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-
harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours. 
 
Disaster Assistance 

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit 
and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management 
options. 

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the 
value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural 
disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that 
have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering the impacts 
of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) acres. 
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Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and 
replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements 
NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases. 

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed 
losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a 
program application within 90 days. 
 
Documentation 

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold 
weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by 
taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss. 

Other common documentation options include: 

• Purchase records 
• Production records 
• Vaccination records 
• Bank or other loan documents 
• Third-party certification 

 
Other Programs 

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can 
assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore 
damaged farmland or forests. 

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are 
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit 
needs.  You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, 
equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial 
resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs 
and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources. 
Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from natural 
disasters and other causes. 

Additional Resources 

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP, 
and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-
Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan 
options. 

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a 
Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service 
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Center. All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-
person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic. 

 

Making Farm Reconstitutions 
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. 
The reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land 
based on the farming operation. 

To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations and farm divisions must be 
requested by August 1 of the FY for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) 
and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program. A reconstitution is considered to be requested when 
all of the required signatures are on FSA-155 and all other applicable documentation, such as 
proof of ownership, is submitted. 

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at 
any time.  

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon: 

• Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm 
among heirs in settling an estate 

• Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold 
or ownership is transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm 
ownership is transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership 
is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is 
transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this method, the land sold must 
have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and 
seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding 

• DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP 
cropland for each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract 

• Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining 
the bases attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

 

USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage 
Reports 
Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after spring 
planting should make an appointment with their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) before the 
applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing 
an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage 
and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits. 
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How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in South Carolina: 

Crops Crop Reporting Dates 

Honey January 2 

Apples, Blueberries, Canola, Peaches,  
Fall-Seeded Small Grains January 15 

Tomatoes (Planted 3/15 – 4/30) May 15 

All other crops, Perennial Forage (see below 
for NAP eligibility) July 15 

CRP July 15 

Hemp July 31 

Tomatoes (Planted 7/1- 7/15) August 15 

Value-loss and controlled environment crops 
(except Nursery) September 30 

Apiculture November 15 

Clams November 30 

 
Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other 
digital tools. Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited 
visitors. Contact your local County FSA office to set up an in-person or phone appointment. 

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
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• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 

 
Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must 
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring 
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, 
were unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice 
of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and 
USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the 
acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

 

Applying for Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural 
income-producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. 
Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce 
sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and 
educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5,000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, 
Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a 
legal resident alien 

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources 



• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as 
outlined above 

• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under 
guidance and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must 
recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision. 

For help preparing the application forms, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 

FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment 
Offers 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under 
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup. 

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove 
environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will 
improve environmental health and quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish 
valuable land cover to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife 
habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length. 

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation 
practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enrollment are not subject 
to competitive bidding during specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted 
provided the land and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels 
do not exceed the statutory cap. 

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your local County USDA 
Service Center at or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp. 

 

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has several loan programs to help you start or continue an 
agriculture production. Farm ownership and operating loans are available.    

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided 
priority funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.  

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to 
racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group 
without regard to his or her individual qualities.  

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, 
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 
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FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are 
unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 

For more information about the available types of FSA farm loans, contact your local FSA 
office for more information or visit fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 
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Phone: 803.806-3820 
Website: www.fsa.usda.gov/sc 

State Executive Director 
Laurie Funderburk 
laurie.funderburk@usda.gov 

Administrative Officer 
Kenn Jameson 
kenn.jameson@usda.gov 

Farm Programs Chief 
Linda Williams 
linda.c.williams@usda.gov 

Farm Loan Programs Chief 
William Shelley 
william.shelley@usda.gov 

State Committee: 

Anthony Grant, Committee Chair 

Lawrence Weathers 

Mary Frances Koon 

J.E.B. Wilson 
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