USDA Farm Service Agency

Sl V5. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

South Carolina FSA Newsletter for Farmers and Ranchers - September 2022

In This Issue:

« A Note from State Executive Director Laurie Funderburk

¢ Biden-Harris Administration Announces Historic Investment in Partnerships for 70
Climate-Smart Commodities and Rural Projects

o USDA Opens People’s Garden Initiative to Gardens Nationwide

o Farmers.qov Features Help You Manage Your USDA Business Online

« USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing Inclement Weather

o USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs of Organic, Transitioning
Producers

o Applying for NAP Payments

o FSAis Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment Offers

e Progression Lending from FSA

¢ Communication is Key in Lending

A Note from State Executive Director Laurie
Funderburk

Greetings, South Carolina Producers!

Welcome to autumn and cooler mornings. September also marks the
end of our agency’s fiscal year, so many of our county offices are busy
getting ready for our new fiscal year beginning October 1.

The month of September also brings important updates from the United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA). Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack announced USDA is investing up to $2.8 billion in 70 selected projects under the first pool of
the Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities funding opportunity. These initial projects will
expand markets for climate-smart commodities; leverage the greenhouse gas benefits of climate-
smart commodity production; and provide direct, meaningful benefits to production agriculture,
including for small and underserved producers. South Carolina is included in 16 pilot projects that
total an investment of $745 million.

USDA is also expanding its People’s Garden Initiative to include eligible gardens nationwide. School
gardens, community gardens, urban farms, and small-scale agriculture projects in rural, suburban and
urban areas can be recognized as a “People’s Garden” if they register on the USDA People’s Garden
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website and meet criteria including benefitting the community, working collaboratively, incorporating
conservation practices, and educating the public.

Lastly, USDA now has a new guide to help historically underserved farmers and ranchers navigate
USDA programs. The guide, Get Started: A Guide to USDA Resources for Historically
Underserved Farmers and Ranchers, is available online as a digital download. The Get Started
guide serves as a one-stop shop for minority, women, veteran, beginning, and limited-resource
producers.

I am proud to be a part of an agency focused on serving our nation’s farmers and ranchers, and |
thank you for all you do to provide the food, fiber, and fuel on which we all depend.

Laurie Slade Funderburk
State Executive Director

Biden-Harris Administration Announces Historic
Investment in Partnerships for 70 Climate-Smart
Commodities and Rural Projects

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced today that the Biden-
Harris Administration through the U.S. Department of Agriculture is
i investing up to $2.8 billion in 70 selected projects under the first pool of
rgﬂ;;;;&;ﬁm the Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commaodities funding opportunity,
| commoomes with projects from the second funding pool to be announced later this
year. Ultimately, USDA'’s anticipated investment will triple to more than
$3 billion in pilots that will create market opportunities for American
commodities produced using climate-smart production practices. These
initial projects will expand markets for climate-smart commodities, leverage the greenhouse gas
benefits of climate-smart commodity production and provide direct, meaningful benefits to production
agriculture, including for small and underserved producers. Applicants submitted more than 450
project proposals in this first funding pool, and the strength of the projects identified led USDA to
increase its investment in this opportunity from the initial $1 billion Vilsack announced earlier this year.
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Learn More: Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities

USDA Opens People’s Garden Initiative to Gardens
Nationwide
e iy Tel “ 2 USDA is expanding its People’s Garden Initiative to include eligible

2 gardens nationwide. School gardens, community gardens, urban farms,
p and small-scale agriculture projects in rural, suburban and urban areas

can be recognized as a “People’s Garden” if they register on the USDA
website and meet criteria including benefitting the community, working

} collaboratively, incorporating conservation practices and educating the

public. Affiliate People’s Garden locations will be indicated on a map on
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the USDA website, featured in USDA communications, and provided with a People’s Garden sign.

Learn More: The People's Garden

Farmers.gov Features Help You Manage Your USDA
Business Online

Farmers.gov provides a secure, single desktop- and mobile device-accessible authenticated portal for
FSA, NRCS and RMA customer-facing features. As we’ve continued to add more content and
capabilities, farmers.gov has quickly become the premier online hub for customers to find resources,
submit applications and assistance requests, and make connections.

The farmers.gov portal also enables you to:

View, upload, download, and e-sign documents.

Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application.
View and submit conservation requests.

View technical references and submit questions.

Access information on current and past conservation practices and plans.
Report practice completion and request practice certification.

View detailed information on all previous and ongoing contracts.

Have the authority as an FSA and/or NRCS customer to work in the portal and act on behalf
of your active power-of-attorney entitlements and your current authorities for business entities.

You'll also receive an email letting you know that an NRCS document needs your signature, which

you can quickly and easily sign online in the portal. These conservation features join several others
already available through the farmers.gov portal, including the ability to view farm loan information

and farm records. Capabilities include:

View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields, CRP acres,
land ownership details, and much more;

View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or fertilizer
providers, and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and

Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles.

To access your information, you'll need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov. After obtaining
an eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s authenticated portal via
the_Sign In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website. In addition to the self-service features

available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also has ample information on USDA programs,
including pandemic assistance, farm loans, disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop
insurance. Recently, USDA updated the navigation and organization of the site as well as added
some new webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more
about these changes.
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USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing
Inclement Weather

Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss for
agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer losses. USDA
offers several programs to help with recovery.

Risk Management
For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured Crop

Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to your crop
insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office.

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and be sure
to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss (also called
Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which
should be reported within 72 hours.

Disaster Assistance

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit and
vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management options.

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee and
Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry
and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing
acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to
producers of grazed forage crop acres that have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying

drought. Livestock producers suffering the impacts of drought can also request Emergency Haying
and Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres.

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and replant
tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements NAP or crop
insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases.

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed losses within
30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a program application
within 90 days.

Documentation
It's critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold weather
event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by taking time and

date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss.

Other common documentation options include:

e Purchase records
e Production records
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e Vaccination records
e Bank or other loan documents
e Third-party certification
Other Programs
The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can assist

landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore damaged farmland
or forests.

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are triggered by
disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit needs. You can use
these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or
refinance farm-related debts, and other needs.

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial resources
through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs and long-term
support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources. Assistance may also be
available for emergency animal mortality disposal from natural disasters and other causes.

Additional Resources

Additional details — including payment calculations — can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP,
and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance
fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options.

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a Notice of
Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service Center.
All_USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or
require appointments because of the pandemic.

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs of
Organic, Transitioning Producers

Agricultural producers and handlers who are certified organic, along with producers and handlers who
are transitioning to organic production, can now apply for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA)
Organic and Transitional Education Certification Program (OTECP) and Organic Certification Cost
Share Program (OCCSP), which help producers and handlers cover the cost of organic certification,
along with other related expenses. Applications for OTECP and OCCSP are both due October 31,
2022.

OTECP covers:

e Certification costs for organic producers and handlers (25% up to $250 per category).

e Eligible expenses for transitional producers, including fees for pre-certification inspections and
development of an organic system plan (75% up to $750).

e Registration fees for educational events (75% up to $200).
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e Soil testing (75% up to $100).
Meanwhile, OCCSP covers 50% or up to $500 per category of certification costs in 2022.

This cost share for certification is available for each of these categories: crops, wild crops, livestock,
processing/handling and State organic program fees.

Producers can receive cost share through both OTECP and OCCSP. Both OTECP and OCCSP cover
costs incurred from October 1, 2021, to September 30, 2022. Producers have until October 31, 2022
to file applications, and FSA will make payments as applications are received.

To apply, producers and handlers should contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) at their local USDA
Service Center. As part of completing the OCCSP applications, producers and handlers will need to
provide documentation of their organic certification and eligible expenses. Organic producers and
handlers may also apply for OCCSP through participating State agencies.

Additional details can be found on the OTECP and OCCSP webpages.

Applying for NAP Payments

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to you for
crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or crops unable to be
planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or
hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among
others.

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the applicable deadline
using form CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee. Application closing dates
vary by crop. Producers are also required to submit an acceptable crop acreage report. Additionally,
NAP participants must provide:

e The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held an interest
during the crop year

e The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable, unmarketable,
salvaged or used differently than intended

e Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA)

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops could see
reduced or zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the approved yield.

If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by completing
Part B of form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This must be completed within
15 calendar days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the
final harvest date. For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within
72 hours of when a loss becomes apparent.

To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and
Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the crop year for any NAP
covered crops. The CCC-576 requires acceptable appraisal information. Producers must provide
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evidence of production and note whether the crop was marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or used
differently than intended.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms,
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and
industrial crops.

For more information on NAP, visit fsa.usda.gov/nap.

FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment Offers

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup.

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove
environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will improve
environmental health and quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish valuable land cover
to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. Contracts for land
enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length.

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation
practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enroliment are not subject to
competitive bidding during specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted provided the land
and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enroliment levels do not exceed the
statutory cap.

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.

Progression Lending from FSA

Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans are considered progression lending. Unlike loans from a
commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Our goal is to help you
graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help borrowers through training
and credit counseling.

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. FSA staff will advise
borrowers on developing strategies and a plan to meet your goals and graduate to commercial credit.
FSA borrowers are responsible for the success of their farming operation, but FSA staff will help in an
advisory role, providing the tools necessary to help you achieve your operational goals and manage
your finances.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit fsa.usda.gov.
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Communication is Key in Lending

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary to
be successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan application process through
the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as
they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm
loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:

e Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation
e Any significant changes to family income or expenses

e The development of problem situations

e Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact
your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit fsa.usda.gov.

South Carolina Farm Service Agency

1927 Thurmond Mall
Suite 100
Columbia, SC 29201

Phone: 803.806-3820
Website: www.fsa.usda.gov/sc

State Executive Director State Committee:
Laurie Funderburk

laurie.funderburk@usda.gov Anthony Grant, Committee Chair

Administrative Officer Lawrence Weathers
Kenn Jameson

kenn.jameson@usda.gov Mary Frances Koon

Farm Programs Chief J.E.B. Wilson
Linda Williams

linda.c.williams@usda.gov

Farm Loan Programs Chief
William Shelley

william.shelley@usda.gov
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