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USDA Authorizes Emergency Haying and Grazing of
CRP Acres for South Dakota Counties
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has authorized emergency haying and grazing
use of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres.
The emergency haying authorization for South Dakota counties became effective June
16, 2017, and ends 60 calendar days from the authorization date, not to exceed August
31, 2017. The emergency grazing authorization for South Dakota counties became
effective June 23, 2017, and ends 90 calendar days from the authorization date, not to
exceed Sept. 30,
2017
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Eligible producers who are interested in emergency haying or grazing of CRP must
request approval before haying or grazing eligible acreage. It is also important for
producers to obtain a modified conservation plan from the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) that includes haying and grazing requirements.
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The eligible CRP acreage is limited to acres located within the approved county. Eligible
producers who are interested in haying or grazing CRP under the emergency
authorization and current CRP participants who choose to provide land for haying or
grazing to an eligible livestock producer, must first request approval to hay or graze
eligible acreage and obtain a modified conservation plan from the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) to include haying or grazing requirements.
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Since some SD counties are authorized for emergency haying and grazing, producers
are reminded that the same CRP acreage cannot be both hayed and/or grazed at the
same time. For example, if 50 percent of a field or contiguous field is hayed, the
remaining unhayed 50 percent cannot be grazed; it must remain unhayed and ungrazed
for wildlife. In addition, participants are limited to one hay cutting and are not permitted
to sell any of the hay.
For more information and to request approval for emergency haying and grazing of CRP
acres contact your local County FSA office.
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CRP Participants Must Maintain Approved Cover on
Acreages Enrolled in CRP and Farm Programs
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are responsible for ensuring
adequate, approved vegetative and practice cover is maintained to control erosion
throughout the life of the contract after the practice has been established. Participants
must also control undesirable vegetation, weeds (including noxious weeds), insects and
rodents that may pose a threat to existing cover or adversely impact other landowners in
the area.
All CRP maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking and spraying, must be
conducted outside the primary nesting or brood rearing season for wildlife, which
for South Dakota is May 1 through August 1. However, spot treatment of the acreage
may be allowed during the primary nesting or brood rearing season if, left untreated, the
weeds, insects or undesirable species would adversely impact the approved cover. In
this instance, spot treatment is limited to the affected areas in the field and requires
County Committee approval prior to beginning the spot treatment. The County
Committee will consult with NRCS to determine if such activities are needed to maintain
the approved cover.
In addition, the county FSA Office will be cooperating with the county weed
commissioner to jointly complete field visits and spot-checks of CRP acreage. This joint
effort usually begins the later part of May and continues through the summer months.
Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed control, or for cosmetic purposes, is prohibited
at all times.
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Enrollment Period for 2017 Safety Net Coverage Continues
Through Aug. 1
Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill,
known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can visit their
local FSA office to sign contracts and enroll for the 2017 crop year. The enrollment period will continue
until Aug. 1, 2017.
Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll by
signing a contract each program year.
If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment period, the producers on that farm will not be eligible
for financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices or farm
revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. Producers
who made their elections in 2015 must still enroll during the 2017 enrollment period.
The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural
producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered
commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum,
lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which
includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.
Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more details regarding these programs, go to

www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.
For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA office,
visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Filing a Notice of Loss
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all
crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP), you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the
occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 calendar days after the normal harvest
date.
Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative County
Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification can be
provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office by any method
other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the required 15
calendar days.
If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of
the final planting date for the crop.

Livestock Forage Losses
Producers in South Dakota are eligible to apply for 2017 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP)
benefits on small grain, native pasture, improved pasture, annual ryegrass, forage sorghum.
LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who suffer grazing losses for covered livestock
due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land.
County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office
of qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on
federally managed lands due to qualifying fire.
Eligible livestock producers must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting documentation no
later than January 30, 2018 for 2017 losses.
Additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, is available at your local
FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Online Hay and Grazing Acres
Locator Tool
FSA's Hay Net website www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet is the "go to" online resource for agricultural producers
to list information concerning the need for hay and grazing acres or the availability of hay and grazing
acres.

If, due to extenuating circumstances, producers are in need of hay and/or grazing acres to support
livestock, please use Hay Net to post an advertisement seeking these resources. Likewise, landowners
who have hay and/or grazing acres available for livestock producers should post a Hay Net advertisement
as well.
A few things to remember when using the Hay Net website:





There is a one-time registration process that should be completed by all users who want to post
an ad online.
Users who just want to browse ads DO NOT NEED to have an eAuthentication user id.
Hay and grazing acre ads will be automatically removed after a period of 13 months.
Please help your fellow farmer and rancher by keeping ads current and up to date and remove
ads you no longer need or want advertised on Hay Net. Please, no corporate advertisements on
this site.

Hay Net is brought to you by FSA as a public service. The sole purpose of this online resource is to
provide a site for the exchange of information. FSA does not endorse, guarantee, or otherwise make
representations of any kind regarding any user of this site and FSA is not responsible for defining the
terms of grazing agreements or lease contracts.
For more information about Hay Net and other FSA services and programs, please contact your local
FSA office. For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: offices.usda.gov.

ELAP Covers Losses from Additional Cost of Transporting Water
to Livestock
Assistance is available to livestock producers through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) for producers who have incurred additional operating
costs for transporting water to livestock due to an eligible drought.
An eligible drought means that part or all of a county is designated D3 (extreme drought) or higher as
indicated by the U.S. Drought Monitor (www.droughtmonitor.unl.edu). Producers must file a notice of loss
on form CCC-851 the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent to the producer, or by Nov.
1, 2017. Additionally, the deadline to submit an application for payment for 2017 ELAP assistance is Nov.
1, 2017.
To qualify for ELAP, eligible livestock must be: adult or non-adult dairy cattle, beef cattle, buffalo and
beefalo, as well as alpacas, deer, elk, emus, equine, goats, llamas, reindeer, or sheep.
Additionally, the livestock must have been owned 60 calendar days prior to the beginning of the drought
and be physically located in the county designated as a disaster area due to drought. Adequate livestock
watering systems or facilities must have existed before the drought occurred and producers are only
eligible if they do not normally transport water to the livestock.
Livestock that were or would have been in a feedlot are not eligible for transporting water. ELAP covers
the additional cost of transporting water and does not cover the cost of the water itself.
Producers will have to provide documentation to FSA that shows the method used to transport the water,
the number of gallons of water transported and the number of eligible livestock to which water was
transported.
Livestock producers should contact FSA to make an appointment to sign up for ELAP and to learn more

about eligibility, application and documentation requirements.

South Dakota Counties Eligible for Emergency Loans
Eighteen South Dakota counties are declared a primary or contiguous disaster due to drought and heat
using the streamlined Secretarial Disaster Designation process. Under this designation, producers with
operations in any primary or contiguous county are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans.
Primary and contiguous counties include: Campbell, Dewey, Edmunds, McPherson, Potter, Walworth,
Corson, Potter, Brown, Faulk, Haakon, Hyde, Stanley, Sully, Ziebach, Butte, Harding and Meade.
The streamlined disaster designation process issues a drought disaster declaration when a county has
experienced a drought intensity value of at least a D2 (severe drought) level for eight consecutive weeks
or D3/D4 based on the U.S. Drought Monitor during the crop year.
Emergency loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding
and other natural disasters or quarantine.
Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan assistance.
FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses,
security available and repayment ability. Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of actual production or
physical losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000.
For more information about emergency loans, please contact your local FSA office or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov

Organic Certification Cost Share Program
The Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) provides cost share assistance to producers and
handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification under the National
Organic Program (NOP). Certified operations may receive up to 75 percent of their certification costs paid
from Oct. 1, 2016, through Sept. 30, 2017, not to exceed $750 per certification scope.
Eligible costs include application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency
agreement/arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and
postage.
Ineligible costs include equipment, materials, supplies, transitional certification fees, late fees and
inspections necessary to address National Organic Program regulatory violations.
Producers and handlers may submit OCCSP applications to FSA county offices or they may apply
through participating State Agencies, which will be listed at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-andservices/occsp/index as their agreements to administer the program are finalized.
The FSA OCCSP application form is available at USDA's eForms site, by selecting "Browse forms" and
entering "OCCSP" in the "title or keywords" field on the search page.
To learn more about organic certification cost share, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a local
FSA office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov.

Reconstitutions
To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations and farm divisions must be requested
by August 1 of the FY for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) program. A reconstitution is considered to be requested when all:



of the required signatures are on form FSA-155
other applicable documentation, such as proof of ownership, is submitted

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at any time.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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