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USDA Safety Net Program Enrollment
Opens for 2020
Agricultural producers now can enroll in the Agriculture Risk
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs – two
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety net programs – for
the 2020 crop year. Meanwhile, producers who enrolled farms for
the 2018 crop year have started receiving more than $1.5 billion
for covered commodities for which payments were triggered under
such programs.
ARC provides income support payments on historical base
acres when actual crop revenue declines below a specified
guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on
historical base acres when the effective price for a covered
commodity falls below its reference price. The 2018 Farm Bill
reauthorized and updated both programs.
Signup for the 2020 crop year closes June 30, 2020, while signup
for the 2019 crop year closes March 15, 2020. Producers who
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have not yet enrolled for 2019 can enroll for both 2019 and 2020
during the same visit to an FSA county office.
ARC and PLC have options for the farm operator who is actively
farming the land as well as the owner of the land. Farm owners
also have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields
beginning with crop year 2020. If the farm owner and producer
visit the FSA county office together, FSA can also update yield
information during that visit.
Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small
chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard
seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium
and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame,
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.
2018 Crop Year ARC and PLC Payments
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FSA began processing payments last week for 2018 ARC-County
(ARC-CO) and PLC on covered commodities that met payment
triggers on enrolled farms in the 2018 crop year. In addition to the
$1.5 billion now in process, FSA anticipates it will issue another
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Producers who had 2018 covered commodities enrolled in ARCCO can visit www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc for payment rates
applicable to their county and each covered commodity. For
farms and covered commodities enrolled in 2018 PLC, the
following crops met payment triggers: barley, canola, corn, dry
peas, grain sorghum, lentils, peanuts, and wheat.
Oats and soybeans did not meet 2018 PLC payment triggers.
2018 PLC payment rates for the following covered commodities
have not been determined: crambe, flaxseed, large and small
chickpeas, long and medium grain rice, mustard seed, rapeseed,
safflower, seed cotton, sesame seed, sunflower seed and
temperate Japonica rice.
More Information
For more information on ARC and PLC including two online
decision tools that assist producers in making enrollment and
election decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and
PLC webpage.

Update Your Records
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any
unreported changes of address, zip code, phone number, email
address or an incorrect name or business name on file they need
to be reported to our office. Changes in your farm operation, like
the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be reported to
our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS
programs are required to timely report changes in their farming
operation to the County Committee in writing and update their
CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan.
If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA
office to update your records.

Payments to Deceased Producers
In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of
death.
If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to his or her death, the following is the order of
precedence for the representatives of the producer:
•
•
•
•
•
•

administrator or executor of the estate
the surviving spouse
surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children
surviving father and mother
surviving brothers and sisters
heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file
a form FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify and
determine that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment
issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a person legally
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application.
If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the
participant who is deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the
legal authority to submit the form to compel FSA to pay the deceased participant.
Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset
regulations for debts owed by the deceased.
FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program
benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared
incompetent.

Reporting Solar Panels Constructed on Cropland
Producers who have solar panels constructed on their farms should notify the local Farm Service
Agency office. Any area that is no longer considered suitable as cropland (producing annual or
perennial crops) should be designated in FSA’s records and aerial photography maps. When base
acres on a farm are converted to a non-agricultural commercial or industrial use, the total base
acres on the farm must be reduced accordingly. Non-cropland areas used for solar panels might
impact payments calculated using base acres, such as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payments.

Reporting Wind Turbines Constructed on Cropland
Producers who have wind turbines constructed on their farms should notify the local Farm Service
Agency office. Any area that is no longer considered suitable as cropland (producing annual or
perennial crops) should be designated in FSA’s records and aerial photography maps. When base
acres on a farm are converted to a non-agricultural commercial or industrial use, the total base
acres on the farm must be reduced accordingly. Non-cropland areas used for wind turbines might
impact payments calculated using base acres, such as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payments.

Livestock Losses
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock
deaths in excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals
reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law.
LIP compensates livestock owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of
normal mortality due to adverse weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards,
wildfires, extreme heat or extreme cold.
For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock
deaths were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry
and management.
For 2019 livestock losses, eligible livestock owners must file a notice within 30 calendar days of
when the loss is first apparent.
Participants must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later
than 60 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition
occurred.
•
•
•

Proof of death documentation
Copy of grower’s contracts
Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock,
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 5%. These

established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal”
conditions.
In addition to filing a notice of loss, producers must also submit an application for payment by March
1, 2020.
Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and FarmRaised Fish Program (ELAP)
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires,
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.
Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and
additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.
Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event,
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.
Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.
Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 2018 to
Dec. 31, 2019 must file:
•
•

A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent.
An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2020

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:
•
•
•

ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet
ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page
at www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets.

Communication is Key in Lending
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary
to be a success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is

FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:
•
•
•
•

Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation;
Any significant changes to family income or expenses;
The development of problem situations;
Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on
time, contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.
For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Loan Servicing
There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to
learn about the options available to you.

