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USDA Accepting Applications to Help
Cover Costs for Organic Certification
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that organic
producers and handlers can apply for federal funds to assist with
the cost of receiving and maintaining organic certification through
the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP).
Applications for eligible certification expenses paid between Oct. 1,
2019, and Sept. 30, 2020, are due Oct. 31, 2020.
OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers
of agricultural products for the costs of obtaining or maintaining
organic certification under the USDA’s National Organic Program.
Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who
have paid organic certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying
agent. Eligible expenses for cost-share reimbursement include
application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency
agreement and arrangement requirements, travel expenses for
inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and postage.
Changes in Reimbursement
Due to expected participation levels for fiscal year 2020, FSA
revised the reimbursement amount through fiscal year 2023.
Certified producers and handlers are now eligible to receive
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reimbursement for up to 50 percent of the certified organic
operation’s eligible expenses, up to a maximum of $500 per scope.
This change is due to the limited amount of funding available and
will allow a larger number of certified organic operations to receive
assistance. If additional funding is authorized later, FSA may
provide additional assistance to certified operations that have
applied for OCCSP, not to exceed 75 percent of their eligible costs,
up to $750 per scope.
The changes to the payment calculation and maximum payment
amount are applicable to all certified organic operations, regardless
of whether they apply through an FSA county office or a
participating state agency. State agencies that are interested in
overseeing reimbursements to producers and handlers in their
states must establish new agreements with FSA for fiscal 2020.
Opportunities for State Agencies
Today’s announcement also includes the opportunity for state
agencies to apply for grant agreements to administer the OCCSP
program in fiscal 2020. State agencies that establish agreements
for fiscal 2020 may be able to extend their agreements and receive
additional funds to administer the program in future years.
FSA has not yet determined whether an additional application
period will be announced for later years for state agencies that
choose not to participate in fiscal 2020. States that would like to
administer OCCSP for future years are encouraged to establish an
agreement for 2020 to ensure that they will be able to continue to
participate.
FSA will accept applications from state agencies for fiscal year
2020 funding for cost-share assistance from Aug. 10, 2020 through
Sept. 9, 2020.
State Agencies must submit the Application for Federal Assistance
(Standard Form 424 and 424B) electronically via Grants.gov, the
Federal grants website, at http://www.grants.gov.
More Information
To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit
the OCCSP webpage, view the notice of funds availability on the
Federal Register, or contact the FSA county office at your local
USDA Service Center.
To learn more about USDA support for organic agriculture,
visit usda.gov/organic.

One-Time PLC Yield Updates – Deadline September 30
Farm owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC yields of covered commodities on the farm, regardless of
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)program election. The deadline to request a PLC yield
update is September 30, 2020.

The updated yield will be equal to 90 percent of the average yield per planted acre in crop years 2013-2017 (excluding
any year where the applicable covered commodity was not planted), subject to the ratio obtained by dividing the 20082012 average national yield by the 2013-2017 average national yield for the covered commodity. If the reported yield in
any year is less than 75 percent of the 2013-2017 average county yield, then the yield will be substituted with 75 percent
of the county average yield.
The chart below provides the ratio obtained by dividing the 2008-2012 average national yield by the 2013-2017 average
national yield for each covered commodity.
Covered Commodity

National Yield Factor

Barley

0.9437

Canola

0.9643

Chickpeas, Large

1.0000

Chickpeas, Small

0.9760

Corn

0.9000

Crambe

1.0000

Flaxseed

1.0000

Grain Sorghum

0.9077

Lentils

1.0000

Mustard Seed

0.9460

Oats

0.9524

Peanuts

0.9273

Peas, Dry

0.9988

Rapeseed

1.0000

Rice, Long

0.9330

Rice, Medium

0.9887

Rice, Temp Japonica

0.9591

Safflower

1.0000

Seed Cotton

0.9000

Sesame Seed

0.9673

Soybeans

0.9000

Sunflower Seed

0.9396

Wheat

0.9545

It is the owner’s choice whether to update or keep existing PLC yields. If a yield update is not made, then no action is
required to maintain the existing PLC yield. An existing or updated PLC yield will be maintained and effective for crop
years 2020 through 2023 (life of the 2018 Farm Bill).
PLC yields may be updated on a covered commodity-by-covered commodity basis using FSA form CCC-867.
For more information, reference resources and decision tools, visit farmers.gov/arc-plc. Contact your local Farm Service
Agency Office for assistance – farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

USDA Allows Some Farmers to Hay, Graze or Chop Cover Crops Early
This Year
USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) announced that this year farmers who planted cover crops on prevented plant
acres in select counties in North and South Dakota will be permitted to hay, graze or chop those fields beginning Sept. 1
rather than Nov. 1. The change is being made because of excessive moisture and flooding in 42 counties in the two
states.
Qualifying counties include:
North Dakota: Barnes, Benson, Bottineau, Cass, Dickey, Eddy, Foster, Grand Forks, Griggs, Kidder, La Moure,
Mcintosh, Nelson, Ramsey, Ransom, Rolette, Sargent, Sheridan, Steele, Stutsman, Towner, Traill, and Wells
South Dakota: Beadle, Brown, Brule, Campbell, Clark, Codington, Day, Edmunds, Faulk, Hand, Hanson, Hyde,
McPherson, Marshall, Potter, Roberts, Sanborn, Spink, and Walworth
RMA is authorizing additional flexibilities due to coronavirus. More information can be found
at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-Raised Fish
Program (ELAP)
ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who have losses
due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural
disaster assistance programs.
Eligible losses include:
•

•

•

Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), loss of purchased
feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, additional cost of
transporting water because of an eligible drought and additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat
for cattle tick fever.
Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of additional feed purchased
above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather condition, colony losses in excess of normal
mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible
adverse weather.
Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event.

If you’ve suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year 2020, you must file:
•
•

A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for honeybee losses)
An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2021

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:
•
•
•

ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet
ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

FSA Reminds Producers of Ongoing Disaster Assistance Program Signup
USDA has started making payments through the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program – Plus (WHIP+) to
agricultural producers who suffered eligible losses because of drought or excess moisture in 2018 and 2019. Signup for
these causes of loss opened March 23, and producers who suffered losses from drought (in counties designated D3 or
above), excess moisture, hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms or wildfires can still
apply for assistance through WHIP+.
To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered losses of certain crops, trees, bushes or vines in counties with a
Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster Designation (primary counties only) for qualifying
natural disaster events that occurred in calendar years 2018 or 2019. Also, losses located in a county not designated by
the Secretary as a primary county may be eligible if a producer provides documentation showing that the loss was due
to a qualifying natural disaster event.
For losses due to drought, a producer is eligible if any area of the county in which the loss occurred was rated D3, or
extreme drought, or higher on the U.S. Drought Monitor during calendar years 2018 or 2019. Producers who suffered
losses should contact their FSA county office.
In addition to the recently added eligible losses of drought and excess moisture, FSA will implement a WHIP+ provision
for crop quality loss that resulted in price deductions or penalties when marketing crops were damaged by eligible
disaster events. To ensure an effective program for all impacted farmers, the Agency is currently gathering information
on the extent of quality loss from producers and stakeholder organizations.
USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only, and field work will continue
with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into the office, they will be working
with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct
business with the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call
their Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information on Service Centers can be found at
farmers.gov/coronavirus, and more information on WHIP+ can be found at farmers.gov/whip-plus.

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Losses
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or
crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or
hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others.
To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2020 crops and file a notice of loss the earlier of 15 days of
the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date.
For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss becomes
apparent.
Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available,
including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery,
aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.
For more information on NAP, contact your local county USDA Service Center or visit

fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that Fit Their
Operation
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmgers.gov to find information on USDA farm loans
that may best fit their operations.
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their operations. From
buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help.
USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to better
understand their needs and challenges.
How the Tool Works
Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple questions about
what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will be
receive information on farm loans that best fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also
will be provided.
Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an application to receiving a
loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, and youth, as well as information on
microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each
type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer.
Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start” button. Follow
the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is applicable to your agricultural
operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully
functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.
About Farmers.gov
In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an authenticated portal
where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and manage accounts.
The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to information that can
help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to
view their loan information, history, payments, and alerts by logging into the website.
USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features, the site also offers
a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find
disaster assistance programs that can help their operation recover from natural disasters.
For more information, contact your local county USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov.

Applying for Beginning Farmer Loans
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated
farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA
defines a beginning farmer as a person who:
•
•

Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

•
•

Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program sponsored by
FSA
Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

For more information contact, contact your local county USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Report Banking Changes to FSA
Farm Service Agency (FSA) program payments are issued electronically into your bank account. In order to receive
timely payments, you need to notify your FSA servicing office if you close your account or if your bank information is
changed for any reason (such as your financial institution merging or being purchased). Payments can be delayed if
FSA is not notified of changes to account and bank routing numbers.
For some programs, payments are not made until the following year. For example, payments for crop year 2019 through
the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage program aren’t paid until 2020. If the bank account was closed
due to the death of an individual or dissolution of an entity or partnership before the payment was issued, please notify
your local FSA office as soon as possible to claim your payment.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 202509410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642
(Relay voice users).

