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FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous
Enrollment Offers
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific
conservation practices under the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) Continuous Signup.
In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the
program agree to remove environmentally sensitive land from
agricultural production and to plant species that will improve
environmental health and quality. The program’s long-term goal is
to re-establish valuable land cover to improve water quality, prevent
soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. Contracts for land
enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length.
Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land
devoted to certain conservation practices can be enrolled in CRP at
any time. Offers for continuous enrollment are not subject to
competitive bidding during specific periods. Instead they are
automatically accepted provided the land and producer meet
certain eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do not
exceed the statutory cap.
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For more information, including a list of acceptable practices,
contact your local county USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov/crp.

Disaster Assistance Available for
Livestock Losses
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you
for livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality caused by
adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into
the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law.
For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept
veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were directly related
to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal
husbandry and management.
For 2021 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar
days of when the loss is first apparent. You then must provide the
following supporting documentation to your local FSA office no later
than 60 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which
the eligible loss condition occurred.
•
•
•

To find contact information for
your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/sd

Proof of death documentation
Copy of grower’s contracts
Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and
weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and
Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 5%. These
established percentages reflect losses that are considered
expected or typical under “normal” conditions.
In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an
application for payment by March 1, 2022.
For more information, contact your local county USDA Service
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-Raised Fish
Program (ELAP)
ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who have losses
due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural
disaster assistance programs.
Eligible losses include:
•

•

Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), loss of
purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, additional cost
of transporting water because of an eligible drought and additional cost associated with gathering livestock to
treat for cattle tick fever.
Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of additional feed
purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather condition, colony losses in excess of

•

normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to
eligible adverse weather.
Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased feed due to an
eligible adverse weather event.

If you’ve suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year 2021, you must file:
•
•

A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for honeybee losses)
An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2022

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records
Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to keep them updated.
When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you’ve suffered excessive livestock
death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.
To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be required to provide verifiable documentation of death
losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within
30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, you must submit a notice of loss
to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and
receipts.
You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:
•
•

Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock
Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local county USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov.

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Losses
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields
or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or
hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others.
To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2021 crops and file a notice of loss the earlier of 15 days
of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date.
For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss becomes
apparent.
Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available,
including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery,
aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.
For more information on NAP, contact your local county USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap.

FSA Opens CFAP 2 Signup for Additional Enrollment; Updates Additional
CFAP Provisions

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that signup has reopened for the
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2) as part of the Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. The
initial CFAP 2 signup ended on Dec. 11, 2020, but USDA has reopened sign-up for CFAP 2 for at least 60 days
beginning April 5, 2021, for producers to apply or make modifications to existing CFAP 2 applications.
CFAP 2 provides direct financial relief to producers due to market disruptions and associated costs because of
COVID-19. CFAP 2 payments will be made for three categories of commodities – Price Trigger Commodities, Flat-rate
Crops and Sales Commodities. Visit farmers.gov/cfap/commodities for a full list of eligible commodities for each
category.
Price Trigger Commodities Price trigger commodities are major commodities that meet a minimum 5-percent price
decline over a specified period of time. Eligible price trigger crops include barley, corn, sorghum, soybeans,
sunflowers, upland cotton, and all classes of wheat. Payments will be based on 2020 planted acres of the crop,
excluding prevented planting and experimental acres.
For broilers and eggs, payments will be based on 75 percent of the producers’ 2019 production.
Dairy (cow’s milk) payments will be based on actual milk production from April 1 to Aug. 31, 2020. The milk production
for Sept. 1, 2020, to Dec. 31, 2020, will be estimated by FSA.
Eligible beef cattle, hogs and pigs, and lambs and sheep payments will be based on the maximum owned inventory of
eligible livestock, excluding breeding stock, on a date selected by the producer, between April 16, 2020, and Aug. 31,
2020.
Flat-rate Crops Crops that either do not meet the 5-percent price decline trigger or do not have data available to
calculate a price change will have payments calculated based on eligible 2020 acres multiplied by $15 per acre. These
crops include alfalfa, extra long staple (ELS) cotton, oats, peanuts, rice, hemp, millet, mustard, safflower, sesame,
triticale, rapeseed, and several others.
Sales Commodities Sales commodities include specialty crops; aquaculture; nursery crops and floriculture; other
commodities not included in the price trigger and flat-rate categories, turfgrass sod; pullets; goat milk; mink (including
pelts); mohair; wool; and other livestock (excluding breeding stock), not included under the price trigger category that
were grown for food, fiber, fur, or feathers. Payment calculations will use a sales-based approach, where producers
are paid based on five payment gradations associated with their 2019 sales, and crop insurance indemnities,
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), and Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus (WHIP+)
payments for crop year 2019.
Applying for CFAP 2
Visit farmers.gov/cfap for details on all eligible commodities, producer eligibility, payment limitations and structure and
additional program resources.
Producers have multiple options to apply for CFAP 2, including through an online application portal and by working
directly with the FSA office. Customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP 2 application process can call 877508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance.
Additional CFAP Payments for Beef and Row-Crop Producers
The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorizes an increase in CFAP 1 payment rates for cattle. Cattle
producers with approved CFAP 1 applications will automatically receive these payments and do not need to submit a
new application since payments are based on previously approved CFAP 1 applications. Producers may be asked for
additional information depending on how they filed the original application. Information on the additional payment rates
for cattle can be found on farmers.gov/cfap.
This act also authorized additional CFAP assistance of $20 per acre for producers of eligible CFAP 2 flat-rate or price
trigger commodities. FSA will automatically issue payments to eligible producers based on the eligible acres included
on their CFAP 2 applications. Eligible producers do not need to submit a new CFAP 2 application.

Additional CFAP Actions FSA has also begun payment processing applications filed as part of the CFAP Additional
Assistance program in the following categories:
•
•
•

Applications filed for pullets and turfgrass sod;
A formula correction for row-crop producer applications to allow producers with a non-Actual Production
History (APH) insurance policy to use 100% of the 2019 Agriculture Risk Coverage-County Option (ARC-CO)
benchmark yield in the calculation; and
Sales commodity applications revised to include insurance indemnities, Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program payments, and Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus payments.

Additional payments for swine producers and contract growers under CFAP Additional Assistance remain on hold and
are likely to require modifications to the regulation as part of the broader evaluation and future assistance; however,
FSA will continue to accept applications from interested producers.

Communication is Key in Lending
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary to be successful.
FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan application process through the borrower’s graduation to
commercial credit. While it is FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is
crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s responsibility
to alert FSA to any of the following:
•
•
•
•

Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation
Any significant changes to family income or expenses
The development of problem situations
Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact your farm loan staff
immediately to discuss loan servicing options.
For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your local county USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov.

Applying for Beginning Farmer Loans
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated
farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA
defines a beginning farmer as a person who:
•
•
•
•

Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm
Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program sponsored
by FSA
Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

For more information contact, contact your local county USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 3778642 (Relay voice users).
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