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USDA Announces Pandemic Assistance for Timber
Harvesters and Haulers
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is providing up to $200 million to provide relief to timber
harvesting and timber hauling businesses that have experienced losses due to COVID-19 as part of USDA’s
Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. Loggers and truckers can apply for assistance through USDA’s
Farm Service Agency (FSA) July 22 through Oct. 15, 2021. The Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters
and Haulers program (PATHH) is administered by FSA in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service.
The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized this critical assistance for the timber industry. Timber
harvesting and hauling businesses that have experienced a gross revenue loss of at least 10% during the
period of Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 2020, compared to the period of Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 2019, are encouraged to
apply.
Program Details

To be eligible for payments, individuals or legal entities must be a timber harvesting or timber hauling
business where 50% or more of its gross revenue is derived from one or more of the following:
•

Cutting timber.

•

Transporting timber.

•

Processing of wood on-site on the forest land (chipping, grinding, converting to biochar, cutting to
smaller lengths, etc.).

Payments will be based on the applicant’s gross revenue received from Jan. 1, 2019, through Dec. 1, 2019,
minus gross revenue received from Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 1, 2020, multiplied by 80%. FSA will issue an
initial payment equal to the lesser of the calculated payment amount or $2,000 as applications are approved.
A second payment will be made after the signup period has ended based upon remaining PATHH funds.
The maximum amount that a person or legal entity may receive directly is $125,000.
Applying for Assistance
Loggers and truckers can apply for PATHH beginning on July 22 by completing form FSA-1118, Pandemic
Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers Program application, and certifying to their gross revenue for
2019 and 2020 on the application. Additional documentation may be required. Visit farmers.gov/pathh for
more information on how to apply.
Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand
delivery, or via electronic means. To find a local FSA office, loggers and truckers can
visit farmers.gov/service-locator. They can also call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee
ready to offer assistance.

Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in excess of normal
mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal
government or protected by federal law.
For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were
directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and management.
For 2021 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first apparent.
You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local FSA office no later than 60
calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.
•

Proof of death documentation

•

Copy of grower’s contracts

•

Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult
Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 5%. These established percentages
reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions.
In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 2022.
For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Disaster Assistance for 2021 Livestock Forage Losses
Producers in 57 South Dakota Counties are eligible to apply for 2021 Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP) benefits on small grain, native pasture, forage sorghum and improved pasture.
LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately
owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land.
County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office of
qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on
federally managed lands due to qualifying fire. You must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting
documentation no later than January 30, 2022, for 2021 losses.
For additional information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact your local USDA
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and FarmRaised Fish Program (ELAP)
ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not covered
by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.
Eligible losses include:
•

Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), loss of
purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse weather event,
additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and additional cost associated with
gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

•

Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of additional feed
purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather condition, colony losses in
excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and hive
losses due to eligible adverse weather.

•

Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased feed due to
an eligible adverse weather event.

If you’ve suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year 2021, you must
file:
•

A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for honeybee losses)

•

An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2022

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records

Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to keep them
updated.
When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you’ve suffered excessive
livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.
To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be required to provide verifiable documentation
of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to your local
FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, you
must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and
should maintain documentation and receipts.
You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:
•

Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock

•

Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) Losses
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against
lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture,
excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing),
among others.
To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2021 crops and file a notice of loss the earlier of
15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest
date.
For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss
becomes apparent.
Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not
available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture,
ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.
For more information on NAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Change to Policy on Filing a Notice of Loss for Grazed
Forage Producers with NAP Coverage
For the 2021 and subsequent crop years, NAP forage producers with the intended use of grazing who elect to
use independent assessments or other approved alternative loss percentage methods to establish their loss
are no longer required to file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss with FSA. However, a CCC-576 Application for
Payment form must be submitted to FSA no later than 60 calendar days after the coverage period ends.

Producers that elect to have the grazing loss determined using similar mechanically harvested units still must
timely file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss within 15 days of the disaster event or damage to the crop first becomes
apparent or within 15 days of harvest.

ELAP Covers Losses from Additional Cost of Transporting
Water to Livestock
If you’ve incurred additional operating costs for transporting water to livestock due to an eligible drought,
assistance may be available to you through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and FarmRaised Fish Program (ELAP).
An eligible drought means that part or all of your county is designated D3 (extreme drought) or higher as
indicated by the U.S. Drought Monitor.
Eligible livestock must be adult or non-adult dairy cattle, beef cattle, buffalo and beefalo, as well as alpacas,
deer, elk, emus, equine, goats, llamas, reindeer, or sheep. Additionally, the livestock must have been owned
60 calendar days prior to the beginning of the drought and be physically located in the county designated as a
disaster area due to drought. Adequate livestock watering systems or facilities must have existed before the
drought occurred and producers are only eligible if they do not normally transport water to the livestock.
Livestock that were or would have been in a feedlot are not eligible for transporting water. ELAP covers the
additional cost of transporting water and does not cover the cost of the water itself.
You must file a notice of loss on form CCC-851 the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent to
you or by Jan. 31, 2022. Additionally, the deadline to submit an application for payment for 2020 ELAP
assistance is Jan. 31, 2022.
You’ll have to provide documentation to FSA that shows the method used to transport the water, the number
of gallons of water transported and the number of eligible livestock to which water was transported.
To make an appointment to sign up for ELAP and to learn more about eligibility, application and
documentation requirements, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA to Provide Pandemic Assistance to Livestock
Producers for Animal Losses
Livestock and poultry producers who suffered losses during the pandemic due to insufficient access to
processing can apply for assistance for those losses and the cost of depopulation and disposal of the
animals. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Vilsack announced the Pandemic Livestock
Indemnity Program (PLIP) in [recorded] remarks at the National Pork Industry Conference in Wisconsin Dells,
WI. The announcement is part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. Livestock and poultry
producers can apply for assistance through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) July 20 through Sept. 17,
2021.
The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized payments to producers for losses of livestock or
poultry depopulated from March 1, 2020 through December 26, 2020, due to insufficient processing access
as a result of the pandemic. PLIP payments will be based on 80% of the fair market value of the livestock and
poultry and for the cost of depopulation and disposal of the animal. Eligible livestock and poultry include
swine, chickens and turkeys.

PLIP Program Details
Eligible livestock must have been depopulated from March 1, 2020, through December 26, 2020, due to
insufficient processing access as a result of the pandemic. Livestock must have been physically located in the
U.S. or a territory of the U.S. at the time of depopulation.
Eligible livestock owners include persons or legal entities who, as of the day the eligible livestock was
depopulated, had legal ownership of the livestock. Packers, live poultry dealers and contract growers are not
eligible for PLIP.
PLIP payments compensate participants for 80% of both the loss of the eligible livestock or poultry and for the
cost of depopulation and disposal based on a single payment rate per head. PLIP payments will be
calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible livestock or poultry by the payment rate per head, and
then subtracting the amount of any payments the eligible livestock or poultry owner has received for disposal
of the livestock or poultry under the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP) or a state program. The payments will also be reduced by any Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program (CFAP 1 and 2) payments paid on the same inventory of swine that were depopulated.
There is no per person or legal entity payment limitation on PLIP payments. To be eligible for payments, a
person or legal entity must have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) of less than $900,000 for tax years
2016, 2017 and 2018.
Applying for Assistance
Eligible livestock and poultry producers can apply for PLIP starting July 20, 2021, by completing the FSA-620,
Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program application, and submitting it to any FSA county office. Additional
documentation may be required. Visit farmers.gov/plip for a copy of the Notice of Funding Availability and
more information on how to apply.
Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand
delivery or via electronic means. To find your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. Livestock and
poultry producers can also call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer
assistance.

FSA Outlines MAL and LDP Policy
The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan
Deficiency Payments (LDPs).
MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other
oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide you with interim financing after
harvest to help you meet cash flow needs without having to sell your commodities when market prices are
typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may
obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar
and extra-long staple cotton.
FSA is now accepting requests for 2021 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest. Requests
for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective commodities.
To be considered eligible for an LDP, you must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at your local FSA
Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be submitted when
payment is requested.

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject to payment
limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules.
Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that if your total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds
$900,000, then you’re not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. You must have a valid CCC-941 on file to earn
a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with commodity certificate exchange.
For more information and additional eligibility requirements, contact your local County USDA Service Center
or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in program
benefits.
The following are FSA signature guidelines:
•

A married woman must sign her given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe

•

For a minor, FSA requires the minor's signature and one from the minor’s parent

Note, by signing a document with a minor, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and may be liable for
refunds, liquidated damages, etc.
When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or printed on the form or be a
variation that does not cause the name and signature to be in disagreement. Example - John W. Smith is on
the form. The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith. Or Mary J. Smith may be signed as
Mrs. Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc.
FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided the acceptable program
forms are approved for FAXED signatures. Producers are responsible for the successful transmission and
receipt of FAXED information.
Examples of documents not approved for FAXED signatures include:
•

Promissory note

•

Assignment of payment

•

Joint payment authorization

•

Acknowledgement of commodity certificate purchase

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an
interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the county office.
Spouses cannot sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures,
corporations or other similar entities. Likewise, a spouse cannot sign a document on behalf of the other in
order to affirm the eligibility of oneself.
Any member of a general partnership can sign on behalf of the general partnership and bind all members
unless the Articles of Partnership are more restrictive. Spouses may sign on behalf of each other’s individual
interest in a partnership, unless notification denying a spouse that authority is provided to the county office.
Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, estates, and trusts must consist
of an indicator “by” or “for” the individual’s name, individual’s name and capacity, or individual’s name,
capacity, and name of entity.
For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office.

Loan Maturity for Marketing Assistance Loans
Typically, Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) mature on demand, but no later than the last day of the 9th
calendar month after the month the MAL is disbursed. However, with the passage of the Consolidated
Appropriations Act of 2021, agricultural producers now have additional time to repay MALs.
The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 provides an extension of the MAL maturity to 12 months. This
extension is applicable to nonrecourse loans for all commodities except seed cotton and sugar. Eligible open
loans must be in good standing with a maturity date on or after July 31, 2021. New crop year loans (2021)
requested by September 30, 2021, will also be eligible for the twelve-month maturity.
All current, active loans will automatically be extended the additional three months. Producers who prefer a
nine-month loan maturity will need to notify their local FSA county office. Loans that are requested after
September 30, 2021, will have a nine-month maturity.
MALs have a maximum loan maturity term of 12 months, therefore loans that had the maturity extended
through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Stability Act of 2020 (CARES Act) are not eligible for an
additional extension.
Eligible commodities include barley, chickpeas (small and large), corn, cotton (upland), dry peas, grain
sorghum, honey, lentils, mohair, oats, peanuts, rice (long and medium grain), soybeans, unshorn pelts,
wheat, wool (graded and nongraded); and other oilseeds, including canola, crambe, flaxseed, mustard seed,
rapeseed, safflower, sunflower seed, and sesame seed. Seed cotton and sugar are not eligible.
For more information on MALs, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage
If you’re enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, you must
protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. By
signing ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds
on the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If you fail to take necessary actions to correct a
maintenance problem on your farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to
terminate your contract for the program year.

Reminders for FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with
Real Estate Security
Farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for their Farm Service Agency (FSA) direct or
guaranteed loans are responsible for maintaining loan collateral. Borrowers must obtain prior consent or
approval from FSA or the guaranteed lender for any transaction that affects real estate security. These
transactions include, but are not limited to:
•

Leases of any kind

•

Easements of any kind

•

Subordinations

•

Partial releases

•

Sales

Failure to meet or follow the requirements in the loan agreement, promissory note, and other security
instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current and future loans.
It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or guaranteed lender
when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on borrower responsibilities, read Your
FSA Farm Loan Compass.

FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers
Impacted by COVID-19
Set-Aside Delays Loan Payments for Borrowers
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan provision,
normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans who are affected by
COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. In some cases, FSA may also
set aside a second payment for farmers who have already had one payment set aside because of a prior
designated disaster.
FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside authorities,
which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as explanations of the additional loan
servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a loan payment Set-Aside, borrowers should call or
email the farm loan staff at their local FSA county office.
The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to twelve
months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to accrue interest until it
is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current production cycle.
FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for servicing direct
and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan applicants and borrowers are
encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to discuss loan making and servicing flexibilities and other
needs or concerns. Customers participating in FSA’s guaranteed loan programs are encouraged to contact
their lender. Information on these flexibilities, and office contact information, can be found
on farmers.gov/coronavirus.
FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature. Some services are
also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the farmers.gov portal
where producers can view USDA farm loan information and certain program applications and
payments. Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request conservation assistance and
electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an eAuth account can enroll
at farmers.gov/sign-in.

Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program for Farm Loan
Borrowers
Farm Service Agency (FSA) borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous disaster areas
who are unable to make their scheduled FSA loan payments should consider the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA)
program.

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and relieves immediate
and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider setting aside the portion of a payment/s needed
for the operation to continue on a viable scale.
Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify.
Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a complete application. The
application must include a written request for DSA signed by all parties liable for the debt along with
production records and financial history for the operating year in which the disaster occurred. FSA may
request additional information from the borrower in order to determine eligibility.
All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA application is complete.
Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each loan.
The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, is due on or before
the final due date of the loan.
For more information, contact your USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.
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