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USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm Records
Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the latest self-service
feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website.
You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer, tablet or phone.
Capabilities include:

•

View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields, CRP acres, land
ownership details, and much more;

•

View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or fertilizer providers,
and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and

•

Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles.

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves you time and
money.
Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA portal for producers,
while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user experience. A new enhancement expands the
scope of accessibility to include farmers and ranchers who are members of an entity, as well as people with a
power of attorney form (FSA-211) on file with FSA.
Managing USDA Business Online
Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also:
•

View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents.

•

Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application.

•

View and submit conservation requests.

•

View technical references and submit questions.

•

Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts.

•

Report practice completion and request practice certification.

•

View farm loan and interest information (producers only).

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture
planting boundaries.
To access your information, you’ll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov. After obtaining an
eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s authenticated portal via the Sign
In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website. Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the
recommended browsers to access the feature.
In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also has ample
information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm loans, disaster assistance, conservation
programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA updated the navigation and organization of the site as well as
added some new webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more
about these changes.

USDA Expands Local, Electronic Communication Options
for Producers
USDA is expanding our online communications platform that the Farm Service Agency (FSA) has used for
years to now include local information from the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Risk
Management Agency (RMA), and other USDA agencies.
Subscribers will now receive important information on FSA, NRCS and RMA programs, eligibility
requirements, deadlines, and more.

You’re currently subscribed to your local county USDA Service Center newsletter and state updates. News
will continue to be sent via e-mail right to your home or farm office, or to your smartphone – allowing you to
receive immediate notification of USDA news that applies to your agricultural operation.
You can also subscribe to text alerts from your local county USDA Service Center by texting Service Center
Keyword to 372-669. Please reach out to your local service center for the "Keyword" in your county. Standard
text messaging rates apply. Contact your wireless carrier for details associated with your particular data
plan. Participants may unsubscribe at any time.
For more information visit farmers.gov/working-with-us/stay-connected or for subscription assistance contact
the local county USDA Service Center.

USDA Offers Options for Signing and Sharing Documents
Online
Farmers and ranchers working with USDA’s Farm Service Agency or Natural Resources Conservation
Service can now sign and share documents online in just a few clicks. By using Box or OneSpan, producers
can digitally complete business transactions without leaving their homes or agricultural operations. Both
services are free, secure, and available for multiple FSA and NRCS programs.
Box is a secure, cloud-based site where FSA or NRCS documents can be managed and shared. Producers
who choose to use Box can create a username and password to access their secure Box account, where
documents can be downloaded, printed, manually signed, scanned, uploaded, and shared digitally with
Service Center staff. This service is available to any FSA or NRCS customer with access to a mobile device
or computer with printer connectivity.
OneSpan is a secure eSignature solution for FSA and NRCS customers. Like Box, no software downloads or
eAuthentication is required for OneSpan. Instead, producers interested in eSignature through OneSpan can
confirm their identity through two-factor authentication using a verification code sent to their mobile device or
a personalized question and answer. Once identity is confirmed, documents can be reviewed and e-signed
through OneSpan via the producer’s personal email address. Signed documents immediately become
available to the appropriate Service Center staff.
Box and OneSpan are both optional services for customers interested in improved efficiency in signing and
sharing documents with USDA, and they do not replace existing systems using eAuthentication for digital
signature. Instead, these tools provide additional digital options for producers to use when conducting
business with FSA or NRCS.
USDA Service Center staff are available to help producers get started with Box and OneSpan through a few
simple steps. Please visit farmers.gov/service-locator to find your local office and let Service Center staff
know you’re interested in signing and sharing documents through these new features. In most cases, one
quick phone call will be all that is needed to initiate the process.
Visit farmers.gov/mydocs to learn more about Box and OneSpan, steps for getting started, and additional
resources for conducting business with USDA online.
To learn more about program flexibilities and Service Center status during the coronavirus pandemic,
visit farmers.gov/coronavirus.

USDA Builds Pandemic Support for Certified Organic and
Transitioning Operations
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide pandemic assistance to cover certification and
education expenses to agricultural producers who are certified organic or transitioning to organic. USDA will
make $20 million available through the new Organic and Transitional Education and Certification Program
(OTECP) as part of USDA’s broader Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative, which provides new,
broader and more equitable opportunities for farmers, ranchers and producers.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, certified organic and transitional operations faced challenges due to loss of
markets, and increased costs and labor shortages, in addition to costs related to obtaining or renewing their
organic certification, which producers and handlers of conventionally grown commodities do not incur.
Transitional operations also faced the financial challenge of implementing practices required to obtain organic
certification without being able to obtain the premium prices normally received for certified organic
commodities.
Eligible Expenses
OTECP funding is provided through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES
Act). Certified operations and transitional operations may apply for OTECP for eligible expenses paid during
the 2020, 2021 and 2022 fiscal years. For each year, OTECP covers 25% of a certified operation’s eligible
certification expenses, up to $250 per certification category (crop, livestock, wild crop, handling and State
Organic Program fee). This includes application fees, inspection fees, USDA organic certification costs, state
organic program fees and more.
Crop and livestock operations transitioning to organic production may be eligible for 75% of a transitional
operation’s eligible expenses, up to $750, for each year. This includes fees charged by a certifying agent or
consultant for pre-certification inspections and development of an organic system plan.
For both certified operations and transitional operations, OTECP covers 75% of the registration fees, up to
$200, per year, for educational events that include content related to organic production and handling in order
to assist operations in increasing their knowledge of production and marketing practices that can improve
their operations, increase resilience and expand available marketing opportunities. Additionally, both certified
and transitional operations may be eligible for 75% of the expense of soil testing required under the National
Organic Program (NOP) to document micronutrient deficiency, not to exceed $100 per year.
Applying for Assistance
Signup for 2020 and 2021 OTECP will be Nov. 8, 2021, through Jan. 7, 2022. Producers apply through their
local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office and can also obtain one-on-one support with applications by calling
877-508-8364. Visit farmers.gov/otecp to learn more.
Additional Organic Support
OTECP builds upon USDA’s Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) which provides cost share
assistance of 50%, up to a maximum of $500 per scope, to producers and handlers of agricultural products
who are obtaining or renewing their certification under the NOP. This year’s application period for
OCCSP ended Nov. 1, 2021.
Additionally, USDA’s Risk Management Agency announced improvements to the Whole-Farm Revenue
Program including increasing expansion limits for organic producers to the higher of $500,000 or 35%.
Previously, small and medium size organic operations were held to the same 35% limit to expansion as
conventional practice producers. Also, producers can now report acreage as certified organic, or as acreage
in transition to organic, when the producer has requested an organic certification by the acreage reporting
date.
To learn more about USDA’s assistance for organic producers, visit usda.gov/organic.

As USDA looks for long-term solutions to build back a better food system, the Department is committed to
delivery of financial assistance to farmers, ranchers and agricultural producers and businesses who have
been impacted by COVID-19 market disruptions. Since USDA rolled out the Pandemic Assistance for
Producers initiative in March, the Department has provided support to America’s farmers and ranchers
including:
•

$18 billion in Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2payments, including a fourfold increase in
participation by historically underserved producers since the program reopened in April 2021.

•

Over $35 million in assistance for those who had to depopulate livestock and poultry due to
insufficient processing access (Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program).

•

Over $7 million to date for the logging and log hauling industry (Pandemic Assistance for Timber
Harvesters and Haulers). Final payments are being calculated to be disbursed soon.

•

$1 billion to purchase healthy food for food insecure Americans and build food bank capacity.

•

$350 million in additional dairy assistance related to market volatility.

•

$500 million deployed through existing USDA programs.

For more details, please visit www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance.

Organic and Transitional Education and Certification
Program (OTECP) Deadline
Deadline to apply for Organic and Transitional Education and Certification Program (OTECP) for program
years 2020 and 2021 is January 7, 2022.
Producers apply through their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office and can also obtain one-on-one
support with applications by calling 877-508-8364. Visit farmers.gov/otecp to learn more.

Linkage Requirements for Payments Received Under
WHIP+ and/or QLA
If you received a payment under the Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity Program+ (WHIP+) or the Quality
Loss Adjustment Program (QLA) for crop production and/or quality losses occurring in 2018, 2019, or 2020
crop years, you are required to meet linkage requirements by obtaining federal crop insurance or Non-Insured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage at the 60/100 level, or higher, for both the 2022 and 2023
crop years.
When applying for WHIP+ or QLA, form FSA-895 (Crop Insurance and/or NAP Coverage Agreement) was
submitted acknowledging the requirement to obtain federal crop insurance, if available, or NAP coverage if
federal crop insurance is not available. The coverage requirement is applicable to the physical location county
of the crop that received WHIP+ and/or QLA benefits.
Producers should not delay contacting their federal crop insurance agent or local county FSA Office to inquire
about coverage options, as failure to obtain the applicable coverage by the sales/application closing
date will result in the required refund of WHIP+ benefits received on the applicable crop, plus
interest. You can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the RMA
website.
For more information, contact your local county USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

NASS to send 2021 Hemp Acreage and Production Survey
This Fall
This October, USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service will mail its first Hemp Acreage and
Production
Survey. The survey will collect information on the total planted and harvested area, yield, production, and
value of hemp in the United States.
The Domestic Hemp Production Program established in the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018 (2018 Farm
Bill) allows for the cultivation of hemp under certain conditions. The Hemp Acreage and Production survey will
provide needed data about the hemp industry to assist producers, regulatory agencies, state governments,
processors, and other key industry entities.
Producers may complete the survey online at agcounts.usda.gov or they may complete and return the survey
by mail using the return envelope provided.
Learn more about the survey at nass.usda.gov/go/hemp.

FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment Offers
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup.
In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove environmentally
sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will improve environmental health and
quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish valuable land cover to improve water quality, prevent
soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length.
Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation practices can
be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enrollment are not subject to competitive bidding during
specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted provided the land and producer meet certain
eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap.
For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your local County USDA Service Center
or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.

Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in excess of normal
mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal
government or protected by federal law.
For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were
directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and management.

For 2021 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first apparent.
You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local FSA office no later than 60
calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.
•

Proof of death documentation

•

Copy of grower’s contracts

•

Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult
Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 5%. These established percentages
reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions.
In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 2022.
For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Expands Assistance to Cover Feed Transportation
Costs for Drought-Impacted Ranchers
In response to the severe drought conditions in the West and Great Plains, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) announced today its plans to help cover the cost of transporting feed for livestock that rely
on grazing. USDA is updating the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish
Program (ELAP) to immediately cover feed transportation costs for drought impacted ranchers. USDA’s Farm
Service Agency (FSA) will provide more details and tools to help ranchers get ready to apply at their local
USDA Service Center later this month at fsa.usda.gov/elap.
ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees, and farm-raised fish for
losses due to disease, certain adverse weather events or loss conditions as determined by the Secretary of
Agriculture.
ELAP already covers the cost of hauling water during drought, and this change will expand the program
beginning in 2021 to cover feed transportation costs where grazing and hay resources have been depleted.
This includes places where:
•

Drought intensity is D2 for eight consecutive weeks as indicated by the S. Drought Monitor;

•

Drought intensity is D3 or greater; or

•

USDA has determined a shortage of local or regional feed availability.

Cost share assistance will also be made available to cover eligible cost of treating hay or feed to prevent the
spread of invasive pests like fire ants.
Under the revised policy for feed transportation cost assistance, eligible ranchers will be reimbursed 60% of
feed transportation costs above what would have been incurred in a normal year. Producers qualifying as
underserved (socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning or military veteran) will be reimbursed for
90% of the feed transportation cost. above what would have been incurred in a normal year.
A national cost formula, as established by USDA, will be used to determine reimbursement costs which will
not include the first 25 miles and distances exceeding 1,000 transportation miles. The calculation will also
exclude the normal cost to transport hay or feed if the producer normally purchases some feed. For 2021, the
initial cost formula of $6.60 per mile will be used (before the percentage is applied), but may be adjusted on a
state or regional basis.

To be eligible for ELAP assistance, livestock must be intended for grazing and producers must have incurred
feed transportation costs on or after Jan. 1, 2021. Although producers will self-certify losses and expenses to
FSA, producers are encouraged to maintain good records and retain receipts and related documentation in
the event these documents are requested for review by the local FSA County Committee. The deadline to file
an application for payment for the 2021 program year is Jan. 31, 2022.
USDA offers a comprehensive portfolio of disaster assistance programs. On farmers.gov, the Disaster
Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can
help producers and landowners determine all program or loan options available for disaster recovery
assistance.
More information on this expansion to ELAP is forthcoming. In the meantime, more information is available
at fsa.usda.gov/elap or by contacting a local USDA Service Center.

USDA Offers Online Tool for Drought-Stricken Ranchers to
Estimate Compensation for Feed Transportation Costs
An online tool is now available to help ranchers document and estimate payments to cover feed
transportation costs caused by drought, which are now covered by the Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) updated the
program this year to include feed transportation costs as well as lowered the threshold for when assistance
for water hauling expenses is available. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will begin taking applications
this fall.
The new ELAP Feed Transportation Producer Tool is a Microsoft Excel workbook that enables ranchers to
input information specific to their operation to determine an estimated payment. Final payments may vary
depending on eligibility.
To use the tool, ranchers will need:
•

Number of truckloads for this year.

•

Mileage per truckload this year.

•

Share of feed cost this year (if splitting loads).

•

Number of truckloads you normally haul.

•

Normal mileage per truckload.

•

Share of normal feed cost

The tool requires Microsoft Excel, and a tutorial video is available.
Updates to ELAP
ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish for
losses due to disease, certain adverse weather events or loss conditions as determined by the Secretary of
Agriculture. ELAP now covers feed transportation costs where grazing and hay resources have been
depleted. This includes places where:
Drought intensity is D2 for eight consecutive weeks as indicated by the U.S. Drought Monitor; or
Drought intensity is D3 or greater.
The tool calculates the estimated payment for feed transportation assistance, but it is not an application.
Once FSA begins accepting applications later this fall for feed transportation assistance, ranchers
should contact their FSA county office to apply. To simplify the application process, ranchers can print or

email payment estimates generated by this tool for submission to FSA. The deadline to apply for ELAP,
including feed transportation costs, for 2021 is Jan. 31, 2022.
ELAP already covers above normal costs for hauling water to livestock in areas where drought intensity is D3
or greater on the drought monitor. FSA is also updating ELAP to also cover water hauling in areas
experiencing D2 for eight consecutive weeks, lowering the threshold for this assistance to be available.
Program benefits are retroactive for 2021.
Payment Calculations
USDA will reimburse eligible ranchers 60% of feed transportation costs above what would have been incurred
in a normal year. Producers qualifying as underserved (socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning or
military veteran) will be reimbursed for 90% of the feed transportation cost above what would have been
incurred in a normal year.
USDA uses a national cost formula to determine reimbursement costs that will not include the first 25 miles
and distances exceeding 1,000 transportation miles. The calculation will also exclude the normal cost to
transport hay or feed if the producer normally purchases some feed. For 2021, the initial cost formula of $6.60
per mile will be used (before the percentage is applied).
Eligibility
To be eligible for ELAP assistance, livestock must be intended for grazing and producers must have incurred
feed transportation costs on or after Jan. 1, 2021. Although producers will self-certify losses and expenses to
FSA, producers are encouraged to maintain good records and retain receipts and related documentation in
the event these documents are requested for review by the local FSA County Committee.
More Drought Recovery Information
USDA has taken additional steps to assist drought-impacted producers, including:
•

Extending deadlines for crop insurance premium and administrative fees, and deferring interest
accrual.

•

Streamlining and accelerating losses and issuance of indemnity payments for crop insurance.

•

Investing $41.8 million through a four-state pilot of the Environmental Quality Incentives Program
Conservation Incentive Contracts focused on drought practices.

•

Investing $15 million through a block grant to the Klamath Drought Response Agency to provide
payments to producers to reduce irrigation demand.

USDA offers a comprehensive portfolio of disaster assistance programs. On farmers.gov, the Disaster
Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can
help producers and landowners determine all program or loan options available for disaster recovery
assistance. For details, producers should contact their local USDA Service Center.

Apply for Livestock Forage Losses
Producers in 62 South Dakota County are eligible to apply for 2021 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP)
benefits on small grain, native pasture, forage sorghum and improved pasture.
LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately
owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land.
County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office of
qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on

federally managed lands due to qualifying fire. You must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting
documentation no later than January 30, 2022, for 2021 losses.
For additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact your local County
USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records
Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to keep them
updated.
When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you’ve suffered excessive
livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.
To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be required to provide verifiable documentation
of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to your local
FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, you
must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and
should maintain documentation and receipts.
You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:
•

Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock

•

Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) Losses
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against
lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture,
excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing),
among others.
To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2021 crops and file a notice of loss the earlier of
15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest
date.
For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss
becomes apparent.
Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not
available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture,
ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.
For more information on NAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Change to Policy on Filing a Notice of Loss for Grazed
Forage Producers with NAP Coverage
For the 2021 and subsequent crop years, NAP forage producers with the intended use of grazing who elect to
use independent assessments or other approved alternative loss percentage methods to establish their loss
are no longer required to file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss with FSA. However, a CCC-576 Application for
Payment form must be submitted to FSA no later than 60 calendar days after the coverage period ends.
Producers that elect to have the grazing loss determined using similar mechanically harvested units still must
timely file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss within 15 days of the disaster event or damage to the crop first becomes
apparent or within 15 days of harvest.

Applying for NAP Payments
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to you for crops that
aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural
disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and
qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others.
In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the applicable deadline using form
CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee. Application closing dates vary by crop.
Producers are also required to submit an acceptable crop acreage report. Additionally, NAP participants must
provide:
•

The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held an interest during the
crop year

•

The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or
used differently than intended

•

Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA)

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops could see reduced or
zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the approved yield.
If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by completing Part B of
form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This must be completed within 15 calendar days
of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For
hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss
becomes apparent.
To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and
Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the crop year for any NAP covered
crops. The CCC-576 requires acceptable appraisal information. Producers must provide evidence of
production and note whether the crop was marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than
intended.
Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not
available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture,
ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.
For more information on NAP, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Update Your Records
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any changes of
address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file to our office.
You should also report changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You
should also report any changes to your operation in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal
entity.
FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming operation to the
County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form CCC-902.
To update your records, contact your local county USDA Service Center.

Foreign Buyers Notification
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural
land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons who have purchased or sold
agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing.
Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of
the property. County government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions
are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. The data gained from these
disclosures is used in the preparation of periodic reports to the President and Congress concerning the effect
of such holdings upon family farms and rural communities. Click here for more information on AFIDA.

Making Farm Reconstitutions
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the
farming operation.
To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations and farm divisions must be requested
by August 1 of the FY for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) program. A reconstitution is considered to be requested when all of the required signatures are on
FSA-155 and all other applicable documentation, such as proof of ownership, is submitted.
Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at any time.
The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon:
•

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in
settling an estate

•

Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two
or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more
persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this method, the
land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and
seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding

•

DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for
each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract

•

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases
attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.

For questions on your farm reconstitution, contact your local County USDA Service Center.

Reminders for FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with
Real Estate Security
Farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for their Farm Service Agency (FSA) direct or
guaranteed loans are responsible for maintaining loan collateral. Borrowers must obtain prior consent or
approval from FSA or the guaranteed lender for any transaction that affects real estate security. These
transactions include, but are not limited to:
•

Leases of any kind

•

Easements of any kind

•

Subordinations

•

Partial releases

•

Sales

Failure to meet or follow the requirements in the loan agreement, promissory note, and other security
instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current and future loans.
It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or guaranteed lender
when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on borrower responsibilities, read Your
FSA Farm Loan Compass.

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early
The Farm Loan team in your local county is already working on operating loans for spring 2022 and asks
potential borrowers to submit their requests early so they can be timely processed. The farm loan team can
help determine which loan programs are best for applicants.
FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm operation for just
about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm ownership loans can help large and small farm
operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts for spring inputs as well expenses throughout the
year.
Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm Ownership and
Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller and non-traditional operations,
can be used for operating expenses, starting a new operation, purchasing equipment, and other needs
associated with a farming operation. Loans to beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a
priority.
Other types of loans available include:

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and obtain a 9month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer and allow them to
market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.
Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible commodities,
for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A variety of structures are
eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage structures, and refrigerated structures
for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.
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