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Share Your Planting Season Experience for
#Plant2021
After a long winter and a challenging year, spring has finally
come. As the world around us bursts into song and color, our
farmers will begin to work the soil they’ve protected all winter
and plant the seeds they will nurture for months to come. Later
this year, the fruits of their labor will become the food that feeds
our communities, the fiber that clothes our families, and the fuel
that powers industries.

For many, 2020 was the first year they’d ever seen an empty shelf at the grocery store. And
for the first time, many people realized how much they take farming and the people who make
it possible for granted. Fewer and fewer Americans understand what our farmers do, who they
are, and the hard work they put in. Let’s change that.
This planting season, let Farmers.gov showcase your work by participating in the #Plant2021
campaign. We’ll share your story on @FarmersGov on social media and a
nationwide storymap. Here’s how:
Using your smartphone or digital camera, take photos of what’s happening on your operation
during planting season. Videos may be too large to email as attachment, so you can email
them to us via mail drop (iPhone), Google Photos (Android), or any other file sharing service.
A few ideas:
•

If you're comfortable, we’d love to see the people that make it happen set against the
backdrop of your agricultural operation.

•

Take a photo from inside the tractor cab so we can see what you see.

•

Photos at sunrise or sunset are always beautiful!

•

Behind-the-scenes photos showing us the amount of planning and preparation it takes
to have a successful planting season are welcomed.

•

Emerging (baby) crops.

Submit your photos/videos along with the following information to us
at SM.FP.Social@usda.gov:
•

Your name if you’re comfortable sharing.

•

Location of the operation (city or county and state).

•

Information about what’s in the photo/video and what’s being planting.

•

Your thoughts about this year’s planting season. Is this year different from previous
years? How do you feel about the season? What are you hopeful about?

•

If your operation has a Facebook, Twitter, and/or Instagram account, please include it
so that we can tag you.

Please note that by submitting your photo/video, you are granting USDA permission to use
these materials for outreach and education purposes. Follow @FarmersGov
on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram, and we look forward to sharing your story!

USDA Reminds Producers to Complete Crop
Acreage Reports
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers to complete crop
acreage reports by the July 15 deadline for 2021 crop year spring-seeded crops, perennial
forage & Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acreage.

After planting is complete, producers should contact their local County FSA Office to complete
the Report of Acreage form (FSA-578) by July 15.
The following exception applies to acreage reporting dates:
•

If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the
acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the date listed above or 15
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.
For questions, please contact your local USDA Service Center.

Know your Final Planting Dates
All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final
planting date for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and
county so please contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines.
The timely planting of a crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits.

Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several policy updates for acreage
reporting for cover crops, revising intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as
well as updated the definitions of “idle” and “fallow.”
Reporting Cover Crops:
Cover crop types can be chosen from the following four categories:
•

Cereals and other grasses

•

Legumes

•

Brassicas and other broadleaves

•

Mixtures

If the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated
according to policy guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop and
the acreage report must be revised to reflect the actual crop.
Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date:
New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed
and the crop has already been reported on the farm, have 30 calendar days from the date
when the new operator or owner acquired the lease on land, control of the land or ownership

and new producer crop share interest in the previously reported crop acreage. Under this
policy, appropriate documentation must be provided to the County Committee’s satisfaction to
determine that a legitimate operator or ownership and producer crop share interest change
occurred to permit the revision.
Acreage Reports:
In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, you must timely file acreage reports.
Failure to file an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in
ineligibility for future program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more
than a year after the acreage reporting deadline.
Definitions of Terms
FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU)
(field/subfield) which is not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the definition
of fallow or skip row.
Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation where
cultivated land that is normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a regular
growing season.
For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Cover Crop Guidelines
The Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Risk
Management Agency (RMA) worked together to develop consistent, simple and a flexible
policy for cover crop practices.
Cover crops, such as grasses, legumes and forbs, can be planted: with no subsequent crop
planted, before a subsequent crop, after prevented planting acreage, after a planted crop, or
into a standing crop.
Termination:
The cover crop termination guidelines provide the timeline for terminating cover crops, are
based on zones and apply to non-irrigated cropland. To view the zones and additional
guidelines visit nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/ and click “Cover
Crop Termination Guidelines.”
The cover crop may be terminated by natural causes, such as frost, or intentionally terminated
through chemical application, crimping, rolling, tillage or cutting. A cover crop managed and
terminated according to NRCS Cover Crop Termination Guidelines is not considered a crop
for crop insurance purposes.
Reporting:
The intended use of cover only will be used to report cover crops. This includes crops

that were terminated by tillage and reported with an intended use code of green manure. An
FSA policy change will allow cover crops to be hayed and grazed. Program eligibility for the
cover crop that is being hayed or grazed will be determined by each specific program.
If the crop reported as cover only is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is
not terminated properly, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop.
Crops reported with an intended use of cover only will not count toward the total cropland on
the farm. In these situations, a subsequent crop will be reported to account for all cropland on
the farm.

Reporting Organic Crops
If you want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price and
selected the "organic" option on your NAP application, you must report your crops as organic.
When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic
acreage.
You must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:
•

name of certified individuals

•

address

•

telephone number

•

effective date of certification

•

certificate number

•

list of commodities certified

•

name and address of certifying agent

•

a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the
buffer zone acreage

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income
from organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide
a written certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of
each field of certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.
For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local County USDA Service Center.

Producers are Encouraged to Report Prevented
Planting and Failed Acres

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds you to report prevented planting and failed acres
in order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs.
You should report crop acreage you intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were
prevented from planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576,
Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by
FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).
The final planting date for Corn is May 25 or May 31 (depending on county); Soybeans is
June 10; Spring Wheat is May 5 or May 15 (depending on county).
All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final
planting date for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and
county so please contact your local FSA office for a list of county- specific planting deadlines.
If you’re unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days following
the final planting date, a late-filed report can be submitted. Late-filed reports will only be
accepted if FSA conducts a farm visit to assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented
the crop from being planted. A measurement service fee will be charged.
Additionally, if you have failed acres, you should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to
report failed acres.
For hand-harvested crops and certain perishables, you must notify FSA of damage or loss
through the administrative County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first
becomes apparent. This notification can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone.
If you notify the County Office by any method other than by filing the CCC-576, you are still
required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the required 15 calendar days.
For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP),
you must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses
become apparent. You must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including
grasses.
For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative
(ACRSI)
If you file crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and participating
insurance providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA), you can now provide
the common information from your acreage reports at one office and the information will be
electronically shared with the other location. This new process is part of the USDA Acreage
Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI).
You must still contact both your local FSA office and your insurance provider to validate and
sign acreage reports, complete maps, or provide program-specific information, including

reporting uninsured crops to FSA. The common data from the first-filed acreage report will
now be available to pre-populate and accelerate completion of the second report.

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) Losses
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to
protect against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including
freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and
qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others.
To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2021 crops and file a notice of
loss the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent
or 15 days of the final harvest date.
For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours
of when a loss becomes apparent.
Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop
insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits,
vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.
For more information on NAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in
excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals
reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law.
For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that
livestock deaths were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good
animal husbandry and management.
For 2021 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is
first apparent. You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local
FSA office no later than 60 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the
eligible loss condition occurred.
•

Proof of death documentation

•

Copy of grower’s contracts

•

Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible
livestock, i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 5%.
These established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under
“normal” conditions.
In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March
1, 2022.
For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Disaster Assistance for 2021 Livestock Forage
Losses
Producers in the Counties listed below are eligible to apply for 2021 Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP) benefits on small grain, native pasture and improved pasture.
•

Butte

•

Campbell

•

Corson

•

Dewey

•

Edmunds

•

Harding

•

McPherson

•

Meade

•

Perkins

•

Potter

•

Walworth

•

Ziebach

LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought
on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land.
County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the
National Office of qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing
normal permitted livestock on federally managed lands due to qualifying fire. You must
complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting documentation no later than January 30,
2022, for 2021 losses.
For additional information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact your
local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee,
and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish
producers who have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as
blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.
Eligible losses include:
•

Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible
drought and additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick
fever.

•

Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of
additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event
or loss condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.

•

Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.

If you’ve suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year
2021, you must file:
•

A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for
honeybee losses)

•

An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2022

USDA Announces Changes to Emergency Haying
and Grazing Provisions
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced
changes for emergency haying and grazing use of acres enrolled in the Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP). This includes changes outlined in the 2018 Farm Bill that streamlines the
authorization process for farmers and ranchers.
Drought conditions are tough for our livestock producers, but emergency haying and grazing
use of Conservation Reserve Program acres provides temporary relief to these producers.
Thanks to a streamlined authorization process, South Dakota producers will be able to more
quickly obtain emergency use approval to begin emergency haying or grazing of CRP acres.
Program Changes

Previously emergency haying and grazing requests originated with FSA at the county level
and required state and national level approval. Now approval will be based on drought
severity as determined by the U.S. Drought Monitor.
Producers located in a county that is designated as severe drought (D2) or greater on or after
the last day of the primary nesting season are eligible for emergency haying and grazing on all
eligible acres. Additionally, producers located in counties that were in a severe drought (D2)
status any single week during the last eight weeks of the primary nesting season may also be
eligible for emergency haying and grazing unless the FSA County Committee determines that
forage conditions no longer warrant emergency haying and grazing.
Counties that trigger for Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) payments based on the
U.S. Drought Monitor may hay only certain practices on less than 50% of eligible contract
acres. Producers should contact their local FSA county office for eligible CRP practices.
Producers who don’t meet the drought monitor qualifications but have a 40% loss of forage
production may also be eligible for emergency haying and grazing outside of the primary
nesting season.

USDA Encourages Completion of Cash Rents and
Leases Survey
You may have received a Cash Rents and Leases survey from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). This survey provides the basis
for estimates of the current year’s cash rents paid for irrigated cropland, non-irrigated
cropland, and permanent pasture. Please complete your Cash Rents and Leases survey by
June 21. This survey can be completed and returned by mail, over the phone, or
at agcounts.usda.gov.
Information from this survey is used in the Farm Service Agency (FSA) Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) as an alternative soil rental rate prior to finalizing new rates each year. Survey
responses from as many localities as possible help calculate more accurate rental rates.
Completion of the survey ensures cash rental rates accurately represent your locality. Survey
results will also give you a useful tool in negotiating your rental agreements, and financial
planning for your agricultural operation.
In accordance with federal law, survey responses are kept confidential. Survey results will be
available in aggregate form only to ensure that no individual producer or operation can be
identified. NASS will publish the survey results on August 27 at quickstats.nass.usda.gov/.
If you have any questions about this survey, please call 888-424-7828, or
visit: https://www.nass.usda.gov/Surveys/Guide_to_NASS_Surveys/Cash_Rents_by_County/i
ndex.php.

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans
The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides lowinterest financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new
or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat,
barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas),
hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities,
floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry
(unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through
uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold
storage facilities for eligible commodities.
Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require
additional security.
You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional
farm products, and underserved producers.
For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm
Ownership Loans
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and
ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations,
increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future
generations.
There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint
financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial
needs up to $50,000.
Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA
lends up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or
the seller of the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without
an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the
repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years.
The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be
used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business
operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the

application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the
business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.
For more information about farm loans, contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.
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