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Message from the FSA State Director 
Greetings from the South Dakota State FSA Office! 
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As the harvest season is drawing closed in South Dakota, many parts of the state have been 
blessed with average or above average crops despite of the lack of rain and excessive heat 
last summer.  Unfortunately, there are some pockets in the eastern and southeastern parts of 
the state that experienced another year of below normal yields. 

At the end of harvest season is a time to start thinking about the next growing season.  What 
fertilizers to apply this fall? What seeds to consider? It’s also a time to think about future grain 
storage and handling needs for the farm.  

FSA, through the Farm Storage Facility Loan program, is designed to provide low interest 
loans to store, handle and/or transport eligible commodities.  It is often referred to as the 
“grain bin loan program”, however it is much more than just a low interest loan program to 
increase on-farm storage.   The program also can be utilized for equipment to handle grain 
such as a grain trailer; grain auger; drying equipment; hay sheds; and other equipment.     

For more information about the current interest rates and to learn more about the program, 
please visit your local FSA office. 

A reminder to everyone; since Veterans Day falls on a Saturday this year, all USDA Service 
Centers will be closed on Friday, November 10th in honor of our nation’s veterans.  Please 
take a moment to thank our military veterans and their families for the commitment they have 
made to our nation. 

Sincerely,  

Steve Dick 
State Executive Director 
USDA-Farm Service Agency 

Message from the NRCS State Conservationist 
Welcome to fall!  The Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) fiscal year (FY) ended 
September 30th.  Thanks to our customers, working with our staff and partners, we were able 
to obligate 25 percent more funds than usual for climate smart activities in FY2023.  The 
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) is providing significantly more funding again for FY2024.  We will 
have more than double the usual funds available in South Dakota (SD).  Activities the IRA 
funding can help with include cover cropping, reducing tillage, grazing management 
infrastructure, grass plantings, fertilizer management, tree planting, and more.  We accept 
applications year-round, but producers interested in this next cycle of funding should apply 
by November 3, at your local NRCS office. 

As I travel through SD, I am seeing fields of cover crop plantings in small grain stubble and 
corn silage fields.  I want to provide a reminder of the South Dakota Soil Health 
Coalition’s ‘Grazing Exchange’ interactive map.  This tool was created to connect livestock 
producers with those having available cropland or forage to graze.  Landowners without 
livestock may find this tool useful for integrating livestock onto their cropland - a key principle 
to overall soil health. 

Thank you to all SD farmers, ranchers, land managers, landowners, and conservation 
partners who are moving the needle of conservation in our state. 
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Sincerely,  

Tony Sunseri 
State Conservationist 
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Important Dates & Deadlines 
October 30, 2023 - Application deadline for the Milk Loss Program 

November 1, 2023 – Application deadline for Organic Certification Cost Share Program  

November 3, 2023 - Deadline to request records from FSA for use in Discrimination Financial 
Assistance Program applications.   

November 10, 2023 - All USDA Offices closed for Veterans Day (Observed) 

November 15, 2023 – Fall Acreage Reporting Deadline for Fall-Seeded Small Grains 

January 13, 2024 - Application deadline for Discrimination Financial Assistance Program  

Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your 
Farm Meets Conservation Compliance 
The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native vegetation to 
commodity crop production after December 23, 1985.  As part of the conservation provisions 
of the Food Security Act of 1985, if you’re proposing to produce agricultural commodities 
(crops that require annual tillage including one pass planting operations and sugar cane) on 
land that has been determined highly erodible and that has no crop history prior to December 
23, 1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a conservation plan or system that 
ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion. 

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or system 
on highly erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities. This 
includes Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price support, and 
conservation programs; Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation 
programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop insurance. 

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require annual 
tillage, you are required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation and 
Wetland Conservation Certification,” with FSA indicating the area to be brought into 
production. The notification will be referred to NRCS to determine if the field is considered 
highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are required to implement a 
conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for the 
predominant HEL soil on those fields. 

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may affect 
wetlands, remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance with the 
wetland conservation provisions. 



Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with your 
local USDA Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the highly 
erodible land and wetland conservation provisions. 

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation 
compliance, contact your local USDA Service Center. 

Applying for NAP Payments 
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to 
you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or crops 
unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, 
excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native 
grass for grazing), among others. 

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the applicable 
deadline using form CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee. Application 
closing dates vary by crop. Producers are also required to submit an acceptable crop acreage 
report. Additionally, NAP participants must provide: 

• The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held an 
interest during the crop year 

• The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable, unmarketable, 
salvaged or used differently than intended 

• Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA) 

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops could 
see reduced or zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the approved yield. 

If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by 
completing Part B of form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This must 
be completed within 15 calendar days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses 
become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For hand-harvested crops and certain 
perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss becomes apparent. 

To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice of 
Loss and Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the crop year 
for any NAP covered crops. The CCC-576 requires acceptable appraisal information. 
Producers must provide evidence of production and note whether the crop was marketable, 
unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than intended. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop 
insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, 
vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 
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Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in 
excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals 
reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. 

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that 
livestock deaths were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good 
animal husbandry and management. 

For 2023 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is 
first apparent. You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local 
FSA office no later than 60 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the 
eligible loss condition occurred. 

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of grower’s contracts 
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible 
livestock, i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 5%. 
These established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under 
“normal” conditions. 

In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 
1, 2024. 

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, 
and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish 
producers who have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as 
blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs. 

Eligible losses include: 

• Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program 
(LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible 
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible 
drought and additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick 
fever. 

• Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of 
additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather 
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event 
or loss condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


• Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of 
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event. 

If you’ve suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year 
2023, you must file: 

• A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for 
honeybee losses) 

• An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2024 

Cost Share for Organic Certification 
As part of USDA’s broader effort to support organic producers and in response to stakeholder 
feedback, this year the Farm Service Agency increased the cost share amount under 
the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), which helps organic producers cover 
organic certification costs, to the maximum amount allowed by statute. Specifically, FSA will 
cover up to 75% of costs associated with organic certification, up to $750 for crops, wild crops, 
livestock, processing/handling and state organic program fees (California only). OCCSP will 
cover costs incurred from Oct. 1, 2022, through Sept. 30, 2023.   

FSA began accepting applications for OCCSP Monday, May 15. Applications are due 
November 1, 2023. To apply, producers and handlers should contact the FSA at their 
local USDA Service Center. As part of completing the OCCSP application, producers and 
handlers will need to provide documentation of their organic certification and eligible 
expenses. Organic producers and handlers may also apply for OCCSP through participating 
state departments of agriculture. 

FSA is also accepting applications from state departments of agriculture to administer 
OCCSP. FSA will post a synopsis of the funding opportunity on grants.gov and will send more 
information to all eligible state departments of agriculture. Additional details can be found on 
the OCCSP webpage.  More information about these initiatives and more can be found 
at farmers.gov/organic-transition-initiative. 

FSA Outlines MAL and LDP Policy 
Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) provide financing 
and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other oilseeds, pulse crops, 
rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide you with interim financing after harvest to 
help you meet cash flow needs without having to sell your commodities when market prices 
are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to 
forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions 
and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton. 

FSA is now accepting requests for 2023 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after 
harvest. Requests for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for 
the respective commodities. 

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans 
for wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small 
chickpeas), peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can 
be purchased at the posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for 
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the quantity of commodity under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, 
satisfying the loan. MALs redeemed with commodity certificates are not subject to Adjusted 
Gross Income provisions. 

To be considered eligible for an LDP, you must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at your 
local FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must 
be submitted when payment is requested. 

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject to 
payment limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that if your total applicable three-year average 
AGI exceeds $900,000, then you’re not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. You must have a 
valid CCC-941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs 
redeemed with commodity certificate exchange. 

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, contact your local County USDA 
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage 
If you’re enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
programs, you must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and 
water erosion and noxious weeds. By signing ARC county or individual contracts and PLC 
contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound 
agricultural practices. If you fail to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem 
on your farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to terminate 
your contract for the program year.  

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm 
Ownership Loans 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and 
ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, 
increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future 
generations. 

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint 
financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial 
needs up to $50,000. 

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA 
lends up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or 
the seller of the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without 
an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the 
repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years. 

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be 
used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility 
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business 
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operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the 
application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the 
business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer. 

For more information about farm loans, contact your local County USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov. 

USDA Supports Urban and Innovative Producers 
Are you gardening or farming in an urban environment or involved in controlled environment 
agriculture, rooftop farms, hydroponic aeroponic, aquaponic facilities or other types of 
innovative production? Agencies across USDA including the Office of Urban Agriculture and 
Innovative Production (OUAIP) have programs and resources available for you, and many are 
listed in this Urban Agriculture Programs at a Glance brochure. 

USDA offers resources to help you: 

• Starting, Financing, and Protecting Your Farm or Garden: Our resources can help 
you access land and capital for equipment and operating costs and start a business 
plan. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of funding opportunities and 
Rural Development (RD) can help urban and innovative producers locate guaranteed 
financing through the Business and Industry Guaranteed Loan Program. Our Risk 
Management Agency (RMA) can help you insure your crops against losses, including 
the micro farm policy. Learn more about USDA programs that support risk 
management. 

• On-Farm Guidance and Innovation: Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) offers technical and financial assistance with conservation planning based on 
your goals, including high tunnels, soil health management systems, composting 
facilities and irrigation. Local organizations like Cooperative Extension also offer free 
training and expertise. OUAIP offers competitive grants for NRCS Conservation 
Innovation Grants fund innovative on-farm projects, some of which are targeted 
towards urban and innovative producers. 

• Marketing and Selling:  FSA, Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), and Food and 
Nutrition Service (FNS) can help you reach customers in new ways and open 
additional revenue streams when selling products. The Women, Infants, Children 
(WIC) Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program and Seniors Farmers Market Nutrition 
Program issues coupons for eligible foods from state-approved farmers, farmers' 
markets, or roadside stands. Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSA) provide low-interest 
loans to build, upgrade, or purchase permanent or portable facilities to store 
commodities, including fruit and vegetable cold storage, washing, packing, and 
handling buildings and equipment. 

Farmers Market Promotion Program (FMPP) funds projects that develop, coordinate and 
expand direct producer-to-consumer markets like farmers markets. Agricultural businesses 
and cooperative are among the eligible entities. 

A first step is to contact your local USDA Service Center, including our new Urban Service 
Centers, to meet face to face with our staff from FSA and NRCS. If you’re a new farmer, you 
can also reach out to your state Beginning Farmer and Rancher Coordinator. 
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We also invite you to get involved with your FSA Urban County Committee, which provides 
local input on USDA urban agriculture policy, and the Advisory Committee for Urban 
Agriculture and Innovative Production, which advises the Secretary of Agriculture and holds 
public meetings. 

Sign up for e-mail updates on Urban Agriculture and learn more 
at farmers.gov/urban or usda.gov/urban. 

Turning Your Feedback Into Action on the Inflation 
Reduction Act 
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has been given a once-in-a-
generation opportunity to deliver $19.5 billion in conservation funding through Conservation 
Technical Assistance, the Environmental Quality Incentives Program, the Conservation 
Stewardship Program, the Regional Conservation Partnership Program, the Agricultural 
Conservation Easement Program, and for measuring the climate benefits that all this work will 
achieve. While we have been hard at work in the first year of implementation, we wouldn’t 
have been able to achieve our current level of success without the thoughtful feedback from 
our partners. 

To that end, we released an Inflation Reduction Act Implementation Request for Information in 
November 2022. NRCS received over 450 comments that are helping improve our program 
delivery by removing administrative burdens, streamlining, and expediting program 
enrollment; building agency and partner capacity to deliver services more quickly; and 
providing more equitable services. We are using this feedback to expand climate-smart 
agriculture and forestry activities and refine our measuring, monitoring, reporting and 
verification of greenhouse gas reduction efforts. 

These thoughtful suggestions have helped accelerate our implementation of the Inflation 
Reduction Act. So far in fiscal year 2023, NRCS is already implementing the majority of 
recommendations you submitted. 

Your feedback and recommendations resulted in some quick wins for NRCS, including:  

• Streamlining processes for the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) 
and the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP). The agency has begun 
an ongoing RCPP improvement effort, which includes program changes to improve 
our RCPP portal for partner use, simplifying agreements, and streamlining the 
reimbursement process. For ACEP, we raised the national appraisal review threshold 
and have added 22 new certified entities this year. 

• Leveraging over $140 million in agreements with partners to deliver increased boots 
on the ground results, through conservation districts, state agencies, and many other 
conservation-focused organizations. 

• Expanding connections with retired employees through the Association of Retired 
Conservation Service Employees to provide mentoring to the incoming workforce and 
added additional senior experienced workers for more workforce capacity. 

• Supporting a newly staffed Technical Service Provider (TSP) branch to expedite 
review of applications and enhance customer service. 
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• Investing in training staff to increase competency around diversity, equity and 
inclusion principles. 

• Expanding our outreach, resulting in welcoming over 60,000 new customers this year. 
• Reviewing NRCS’ recognized Climate Smart Agriculture and Forestry practices and 

developing an expanded list of practices based on available scientific research.  

These changes based on your suggestions are a large part of the reason that NRCS is in 
such a strong position as we look ahead to the next year of increased funding in fiscal year 
2024.  

Of course, we recognize that there is more we can do to improve, and we are committed to 
continuing to do so with your feedback. Additional recommendations you submitted that will 
significantly improve our delivery of the Inflation Reduction Act will be implemented in the 
upcoming fiscal years. Be looking for more improvements related to our Technical Service 
Provider program; our Measuring, Monitoring, Reporting and Verification to quantify carbon 
sequestration and greenhouse gas emission reductions from conservation investments; and 
our continuing efforts to streamline our programs. 

Biden-Harris Administration Makes Available 
Historic $3 Billion for Climate-Smart Practices on 
Agricultural Lands Through Investing in America 
Agenda 
USDA is making more than $3 billion in funding available for agricultural producers and forest 
landowners nationwide to participate in voluntary conservation programs and adopt climate-
smart practices in fiscal year 2024 as part of President Biden’s Investing in America agenda. 

These funds are provided by President Biden’s Inflation Reduction Act – the largest climate 
and conservation investment in history. This law invests an additional $19.5 billion for USDA’s 
popular conservation programs. These programs also advance the President’s Justice40 
Initiative, which aims to ensure 40 percent of the overall benefits of certain climate, clean 
energy, and other federal investments reach disadvantaged communities that have been 
marginalized by underinvestment and overburdened by pollution. On the heels of last week’s 
announcement that USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) saw record 
producer interest in these resources in fiscal year 2023, the agency is now accepting 
applications from producers interested in this additional conservation assistance for fiscal year 
2024.     

These additional investments are estimated to help hundreds of thousands of farmers and 
ranchers apply conservation to millions of acres of land. These funds provide direct climate 
mitigation benefits, advance a host of other environmental co-benefits, and expand access to 
financial and technical assistance for producers to advance conservation on their farm, ranch 
or forest land through practices like cover cropping, conservation tillage, wetland restoration, 
prescribed grazing, nutrient management, tree planting and more.     

USDA is opening up the application period for fiscal year 2024 conservation assistance giving 
producers the opportunity to apply for this historic funding. However, in the event of a lapse in 
government funding, technical assistance, one-on-one help in answering questions, and other 
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support for producers in navigating the application process would not be immediately available 
until the funding lapse ends. In the event of a funding lapse, NRCS would notify producers 
when staff are available to assist.    

What’s New    

Expansion of Climate-Smart Agriculture and Forestry Activities supported by the 
Inflation Reduction Act   

NRCS is increasing Climate-Smart Agricultural and Forestry Mitigation Activities eligible for 
Inflation Reduction Act funding for fiscal year 2024 through the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) and Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP). These in-demand 
activities are expected to deliver reductions in greenhouse gas emissions or increases in 
carbon sequestration as well as significant other benefits to natural resources like soil health, 
water quality, pollinator and wildlife habitat and air quality. 

In response to feedback received from conservation partners, producers and NRCS staff 
across the country, NRCS considered and evaluated activities based on scientific literature 
demonstrating expected climate change mitigation benefits. To learn more, download the list 
of practices and a fact sheet.     

When applied through this framework, these activities are expected to deliver reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions or increases in carbon sequestration. NRCS will continue to 
evaluate additional practices as science progresses and will evaluate and identify 
quantification methodologies during the fiscal year.    

Expansion of priorities for the ACEP investments through the Inflation Reduction Act  

Additionally, NRCS is expanding the national priority areas eligible for Inflation Reduction Act 
funding for Agricultural Conservation Easements Program (ACEP) easements in fiscal year 
2024. 

For ACEP Agricultural Land Easements (ALE), NRCS is prioritizing securing:    

• Grasslands in areas of highest risk for conversion to non-grassland uses to prevent 
the release of soil carbon stores.     

• Agricultural lands under threat of conversion to non-agricultural uses.     
• State-specific priorities including rice cultivation on subsiding highly organic soils.     

For ACEP Wetland Reserve Easements (WRE), NRCS is prioritizing:    

• Land with soils high in organic carbon.     
• Eligible lands that will be restored to and managed as forests like bottomland 

hardwood forests.     
• Eligible lands in existing forest cover that will be managed as forests.     
• Several geographically specific priorities (i.e., former cranberry bogs, wet meadows, 

and ephemeral wetlands in grassland ecosystems).     
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Background 

The Inflation Reduction Act provides funds to the EQIP, CSP, ACEP and Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP). For fiscal year 2024, which begins Oct. 1, 2023, 
the Inflation Reduction Act provides an additional $1.65 billion for EQIP, $472 million for CSP, 
and $189 million for ACEP, and $754 million for RCPP.  

How to Apply 

NRCS accepts producer applications for its conservation programs year-round, but producers 
interested in this cycle of Inflation Reduction Act funding should apply as soon as possible. 
Producers interested in EQIP or CSP should apply by their state’s ranking dates for 
consideration this year. Funding is provided through a competitive process and will include an 
opportunity to address the unmet demand from producers who have previously sought funding 
for climate-smart conservation activities.    

Similarly, NRCS accepts applications year-round for ACEP Agricultural Land Easements 
(ACEP-ALE) and Wetland Reserve Easements (ACEP-WRE), producers interested in this 
funding cycle must apply by Nov. 13, 2023. NRCS will also consider previously unfunded 
applications in this round. 

NRCS plans to roll out the next RCPP funding opportunity in late January 2024.   

NRCS will announce other opportunities for agreements and partnerships at the state level for 
fiscal year 2024 in the coming months. The Inflation Reduction Act provides funding to support 
those strategic partnerships with local, regional and national organizations. This will include 
outreach to underserved producers to ensure Inflation Reduction Act climate funding is 
reaching those who have been previously unable to access conservation assistance.  

Interested producers should contact the NRCS at their local USDA Service Center. 

USDA’s Insurance Option Offers First of Its Kind 
Risk Management Tool for Cow-Calf Producers 
USDA recently announced Weaned Calf Risk Protection, a new insurance option for livestock 
producers in several states. This policy, offered by USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA), 
offers Actual Production History (APH) coverage for beef cow-calf producers to insure 
revenue from their spring calving operations. Weaned Calf Risk Protection will be available for 
the 2024 crop year. 

APH policies insure producers against yield losses due to natural causes such as drought, 
excessive moisture, hail, wind, frost, insects, and disease. In the case of the new Weaned 
Calf Risk Protection, coverage is provided for a decline in price and loss of yield due to a 
decrease of overall weaning weight like revenue coverage offered for other crops. 

The program will be available in Colorado, Nebraska, South Dakota, and Texas, beginning 
with the Jan. 31, 2024, sales closing date for the 2024 crop year. Coverage levels between 50 
and 85% will be available along with catastrophic coverage. 
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This new insurance program adds to the suite of livestock insurance available to livestock 
producers such as Livestock Gross Margin (LGM), Livestock Risk Protection (LRP), Pasture, 
Rangeland, Forage (PRF), Annual Forage (AF), and Dairy Revenue Protection (DRP). 

Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop insurance agents, whom 
interested producers should contact. A list of crop insurance agents is available at all USDA 
Service Centers and online at the RMA Agent Locator. Learn more about crop insurance and 
the modern farm safety net at rma.usda.gov or by contacting your RMA Regional Office. 

SDSU Extension continues Sustaining the Legacy 
conferences for farmers and ranchers 
The next round of Sustaining the Legacy, a series of farm and ranch estate planning 
conferences, is Nov. 2, 9 and 16, 2023, at the SDSU Extension Pierre Regional 
Center. Sustaining the Legacy has been the SDSU Extension farm and ranch estate planning 
and farm transition program since 2006.  

Future Sustaining the Legacy events: 
•    Dec. 5, 12 and 19. SDSU Extension Winner Regional Center.  
•    Jan. 9, 16 and 23. SDSU Extension Mitchell Regional Center.  
•    Feb. 6, 13 and 20. SDSU Extension Aberdeen Regional Center.  
•    March 5, 12 and 19. SDSU Extension Watertown Regional Center.  

Register online at extension.sdstate.edu/events.  Early registration closes two weeks prior to 
each session.  To learn more, please visit the SDSU Extension events page and search for 
“legacy”. For questions and additional information, contact Heather Gessner, SDSU Extension 
Livestock Business Management Field Specialist. 
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