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Message from the FSA State Director

Greetings from the South Dakota State FSA Office!

| want to share with you the recent improvements to the application process for the FSA Farm
Loans. These changes to the process from the FSA Farm Loan team will streamline the
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process to the more than the 26,000 applications FSA receives every year for its direct farm
loans.

The first improvement is a simplified direct loan paper application, which reduced the
application from 29 pages to 13 pages. Anyone who has filled out any kind of application
knows that the longer the form the less likely you are to get it completed. We estimate that
FSA will see a 50% increase in customer responses in completing the process.

Most recently, USDA launched an online application for Direct Loan customers. This is an
online, interactive, guided application that is paperless and provides helpful features including
an electronic signature option, the ability to attach supporting documents such as tax returns,
complete a balance sheet and build a farm operating plan.

Are you ready to apply for a farm loan? Use the Loan Assistance Tool to complete the
Eligibility Self-Assessment and start your farm loan journey.

For those folks who plan on attending the Dakota Farm Show January 3 — 5 at the Dakota
Dome on the University of South Dakota campus, please stop by to say hi to myself and FSA
staff. We will be in booth 512.

A reminder to everyone: USDA Service Centers will be closed on Christmas Day and New
Years Day.

I wish you and your family a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Please be safe if you
and your family are traveling this holiday season.

Sincerely,

Steve Dick
State Executive Director
USDA-Farm Service Agency

Message from the NRCS State Conservationist

As | stated last month, this is a good time of year to assess conservation needs and plan for
improvements. The South Dakota Soil Health Coalition’s ‘Wintertime is decision time’ release
emphasizes grazing land decisions this time of year. | encourage you to evaluate your land
decision and then visit with your local NRCS staff for assistance. The Inflation Reduction Act
(IRA) is providing significant funding for your conservation needs. Take this time to also
participate in learning opportunities such as the upcoming South Dakota No-Till Association
hosted events beginning in January. Our NRCS YouTube channel has over 500 short videos
focused on South Dakota people and South Dakota conservation great for winter viewing.

In nearly two years of my serving as State Conservationist of the USDA’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), | have enjoyed getting to know South Dakota and the people of
this great state. | have seen passion for conservation, and it is the locally led efforts and
partners that make the difference. | ask you all to consider the 2023 accomplishments we
have shared and look forward to additional 2024 efforts.
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Thank you to all SD farmers, ranchers, land managers, landowners, and conservation
partners who are moving the needle of conservation in our state.

Sincerely,
Tony Sunseri

State Conservationist
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service

Important Dates & Deadlines
December 25, 2023 - All USDA Offices closed for Christmas Day Holiday

December 31, 2023 - Deadline for Inflation Reduction Act Assistance for Distressed
Borrowers

January 1, 2024 - All USDA Offices closed for New Year's Day Holiday

January 13, 2024 - Application deadline for Discrimination Financial Assistance Program
January 15, 2024 - All USDA Offices closed for Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday

January 17, 2024 - USDA RMA Workshop - "Livestock Roadshow" - Fort Pierre, SD

January 30, 2024 - Deadline to submit a notice of loss and application for ELAP-eligible losses
in 2023

January 30, 2024 - Deadline to submit an application for Livestock Forage Program

January 31, 2024 - Deadline to apply for assistance from the Food Safety Certification for
Specialty Crops program.

February 29, 2024 - Deadline for LIP payment application and notice of loss for 2023 program
year

Reminder: Discrimination Financial Assistance
Program - Apply by Jan. 13, 2024

USDA continues to accept applications for assistance through the Discrimination Financial
Assistance Program for South Dakota farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners who
experienced discrimination in USDA farm lending programs prior to January 2021. The
application process will close on January 13, 2024. Borrowers have the option to apply for
assistance online via 22007apply.gov or through a paper-based form.

Details about the program, including an application and e-filing portal, are available

at 22007apply.gov. The website includes an English and Spanish language application that
applicants can download or submit via an e-filing portal, information on how to obtain technical
assistance in-person or virtually, and additional resources and details about the program.



https://22007apply.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://22007apply.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Applicants can also call a free call center at 1-800-721-0970 or visit one of several dozen
brick-and-mortar offices the program has set up around the country. Locations are provided
on the program website and vendors will update the local events schedule with more
information as it becomes available.

Several entities are involved in the Discrimination Financial Assistance Program, with varying
roles and responsibilities. The National Administrator and Regional Hubs are responsible for
conducting outreach, assisting with the financial assistance application process, processing
applications, managing program call centers, and operating local offices. Additional outreach
and application support is provided by trusted community groups. These groups

include AgrAbility, the Farmer Veteran Coalition, Farmers’ Legal Action Group, Federation of
Southern Cooperatives, Intertribal Agriculture Council, Land Loss Prevention Program,
National Young Farmers Coalition, and Rural Coalition.

It is important to note that filing an application is FREE and does not require a lawyer.

If you want to get weekly updates on the program’s events and progress, you can go
to https://22007apply.gov, and subscribe to a weekly newsletter.

USDA to Host In-Person Workshop in South
Dakota to Focus on Federal Livestock Insurance
Products

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is hosting a series of in-person and virtual
workshops for producers to learn about new and expanded livestock risk management
products. The “Livestock Roadshow,” hosted by USDA'’s Risk Management Agency (RMA),
will highlight policy improvements based on feedback from America’s livestock producers, as
part of the agency’s broader outreach and education efforts. This event will be held in-
person on January 17, 2024, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. CT at the Drifters Bar & Grille Event
Center located at 325 E. Hustan Avenue, Fort Pierre, SD 57532.

At this event, producers can expect to learn more about the following Federal Livestock
Insurance products:

e Weaned Calf Risk Protection (new for 2024), available in Colorado,
Nebraska, South Dakota, and Texas

o Livestock Risk Protection, available nationwide

e Livestock Gross Margin, available nationwide

e Dairy Revenue Protection, available nationwide

e Pasture, Rangeland, and Forage, available nationwide

e Annual Forage, available in Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota,
Oklahoma, South Dakota, and Texas

In addition to this event on January 17" in Fort Pierre, throughout the coming months there
will be more than a dozen Livestock Roadshow workshops held in-person in each of RMA’s
10 regions, as well as several virtual workshops that will be available to everyone across the
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country. A full listing of upcoming Livestock Roadshow events and information on how to
participate is available on RMA'’s Livestock Roadshow webpage.

For more information, contact the USDA-RMA Billings Regional Office at (406) 657-6447 or
email: rsomt@usda.gov

USDA Makes Producer-Friendly Change to 2023
Notice of Loss Requirements for Two Livestock
Disaster Assistance Programs

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has waived certain notice of loss requirements for
2023 for the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish (ELAP)
and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). In an effort to streamline assistance to support
access to critical 2023 natural disaster recovery assistance, USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) is waiving the requirement to submit ELAP or LIP notices of loss within a pre-
determined number of days for 2023. Instead, producers have the flexibility to submit 2023
notices of loss as soon as possible, once losses are realized, following a natural disaster
event or no later than the established annual program application for payment deadlines for
each program. FSA county committees are also being asked to re-evaluate 2023 ELAP and
LIP late-filed notices of loss to determine if the waiver applies.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish

ELAP provides recovery assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybee, and farm-
raised fish losses due to an eligible adverse weather or loss condition, including blizzards,
disease, water shortages and wildfires. ELAP covers grazing and feed losses, transportation
of water and feed to livestock and hauling livestock to grazing acres. ELAP also covers certain
mortality losses for livestock including honeybees and farm-raised fish as well as honeybee
hive losses. ELAP is designed to address losses not covered by other FSA disaster
assistance programs.

For 2023, FSA is waiving the regulatory requirement for producers who are eligible for ELAP
to file a notice of loss with FSA within 30 calendar days from when the loss first became
apparent for livestock and farm-raised fish and 15 calendar days for honeybees. Under this
waiver, notices of loss are to be completed by the eligible producer and submitted to FSA no
later than the annual program application deadline of January 30 following the program year in
which the loss occurred. Therefore, producers who incurred ELAP-eligible losses in 2023, will
need to submit a notice of loss by Jan. 30, 2024.

Livestock Indemnity Program

LIP provides disaster recovery assistance to livestock owners and contract growers who
experience livestock deaths, in excess of normal mortality caused by eligible loss conditions
including adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the
federal government or protected by federal law, including wolves and avian predators. LIP
also helps livestock owners who must sell livestock at a reduced price because of an injury
from certain loss conditions.
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For 2023, FSA is waiving the regulatory requirement for producers who are eligible for LIP to
file a notice of loss within 30 calendar days from when the loss first became apparent. Under
this waiver, producers are still required to complete and submit the notice of loss to FSA no
later than the annual program payment application date, which is 60 calendar days following
the program year in which the loss occurred. The LIP payment application and notice of loss
deadline is Feb. 29, 2024, for the 2023 program year.

2023 Disapproved Applications

FSA county committees will review all notices of loss for both ELAP and LIP that were
previously disapproved for the 2023 program year due to late filing and re-evaluate them to
determine if the waiver applies. To receive ELAP and LIP benefits, producers will still need to
file an application for payment by the established program deadline for the 2023 program
year. Producers who are unsure about the status of their notice of loss or application for
payment, should contact their local FSA county office as soon as possible.

Supporting Documentation

Accurate records and loss documentation are critical following disaster events and are
required when filing notices of loss with FSA. Acceptable loss documentation includes:

e Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock that have
died, supplemented, if possible, by photographs or video records of ownership and
losses.

e Rendering truck receipts by kind, type, and weight - important to document prior to
disposal.

e Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.

e Documentation from Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, Department of Natural
Resources, or other sources to substantiate eligible death losses due to an eligible
loss condition.

e Documentation that livestock were removed from grazing pastures due to an eligible
adverse weather or loss condition.

o Costs of transporting livestock feed to eligible livestock, such as receipts for
equipment rental fees for hay lifts and snow removal.

e Feed purchase receipts if feed supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed.
o Number of gallons of water transported to livestock due to water shortages.

More Information

The improvements to ELAP and LIP build on others made since 2021. This includes ELAP
benefits for above normal costs for hauling feed and water to livestock and transporting
livestock to other grazing acres during a qualifying drought. FSA also expanded eligible
livestock under ELAP, LIP, and the Livestock Forage Disaster Assistance Program, and
increased the LIP payment rate for beef, beefalo, bison, and dairy animals less than 250
pounds and most recently beef calves over 800 pounds. Learn about USDA disaster
assistance programs on farmers.gov.
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On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact

sheet and Loan Assistance Tool can help producers and landowners determine disaster
protection and recovery program or loan options. For more information about FSA programs,
contact your local USDA Service Center.

USDA to Provide More Than $3 Billion to
Commodity and Specialty Crop Producers
Impacted by 2022 Natural Disasters

The U. S Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide more than $3 billion to commodity
and specialty crop producers impacted by natural disaster events in 2022. Eligible impacted
producers can apply for financial assistance through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP)
2022. The program will help offset the financial impacts of crop yield and value losses from
qualifying disasters occurring in 2022.

Background

On Dec. 29, 2022, President Biden signed into law the Disaster Relief Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2023 (P.L. 117-328) that provides about $3.7 billion in financial assistance
for agricultural producers impacted by eligible natural disasters that occurred in calendar year
2022.

ERP 2022 covers losses to crops, trees, bushes and vines due to qualifying, calendar year
2022 natural disaster events including wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat,
tornadoes, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive
moisture, qualifying drought and related conditions.

ERP 2022 program benefits will be delivered to eligible producers through a two-track
process. FSA intends to make both tracks available to producers at the same time. This two-
track approach enables USDA to:

o Streamline the application process.
e Reduce the paperwork burden on producers.

e Proactively include provisions for underserved producers who have not been well
served by past emergency relief efforts.

e Encourage producer participation in existing risk management programs to mitigate
the impacts of future severe weather events.

It's important to note that disaster-impacted producers may be eligible for ERP 2022
assistance under one or both tracks. To avoid duplicative benefits, if a producer applies for
both tracks, the Track 2 payment calculation will take into account any payments received
through Track 1.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 1
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ERP 2022 Track 1 leverages existing federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating payments for eligible crop
producers who received indemnities through these risk management programs.

Although FSA is sending pre-filled ERP 2022 Track 1 application forms to producers who
have crop insurance and NAP data already on file with USDA, producers indemnified for
losses resulting from 2022 natural disasters do not have to wait to receive the application
before requesting ERP 2022 assistance. Effective Oct. 31, 2023, producers can apply for ERP
2022 benefits whether they have received the pre-filled application or not. Receipt of a pre-
filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to receive an ERP 2022 Track 1
payment.

USDA estimates that ERP Track 1 benefits will reach more than 206,000 producers who
received indemnities for losses covered by federal crop insurance and more than 4,500
producers who obtained NAP coverage for the 2022 crop year.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 2

Track 2 is a revenue-based certification program designed to assist eligible producers who
suffered an eligible decrease in revenue resulting from 2022 calendar year disaster events
when compared with revenue in a benchmark year using revenue information that is readily
available from most tax records. In cases where revenue does not reasonably reflect a normal
year’s revenue, Track 2 provides an alternative method for establishing revenue. Likewise,
Track 2 affords producers of crops that are used within an operation and do not generate
revenue from the sale of the crop a method for establishing revenue for the purpose of
applying for ERP 2022 benefits. Producers are not required to submit tax records to FSA
unless requested by the County Committee if required for an FSA compliance spot check.

Although not required when applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, applicants might find the following
documents useful to the process:

e Schedule F (Form 1040)

e Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2022
and 2023.

Track 2 targets gaps in emergency relief assistance for eligible producers whose eligible
losses were not covered by crop insurance or NAP including revenue losses too small
(shallow loss) to be covered by crop insurance.

Producers interested in applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, should contact their local FSA county
office. Additional reference resources can be found on FSA’s emergency relief website.

Additional Required Forms

For both ERP 2022 tracks, all producers must have certain required forms on file with FSA
within 60 days of the ERP 2022 deadline. Producers can apply for ERP 2022 starting Oct. 31,
2023. The application deadline has not yet been determined and will be announced at a later
date. If not already on file, producers can update, complete and submit required forms to FSA
at any time.
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Required forms:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).

e Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for
Certain Programs (if applicable).

e Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran
Farmer or Rancher Cettification, if applicable, for the 2022 program year.

¢ A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland
conservation certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC)
and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable
affiliates.

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely
have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm the
status of their forms can contact their local FSA county office.

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements

All producers who receive ERP 2022 payments must purchase crop insurance, or NAP
coverage where crop insurance is not available, in the next two available crop years as
determined by the Secretary. Purchased coverage must be at the 60/100 coverage level or
higher for insured crops or at the catastrophic coverage level or higher for NAP crops.

More Information

ERP 2022 eligibility details and payment calculation factor tables are available on
the emergency relief website, in the ERP Track 1 and ERP Track 2 fact sheets and through
your local ESA county office.

FSA Outlines MAL and LDP Policy

Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) provide financing
and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other oilseeds, pulse crops,
rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide you with interim financing after harvest to
help you meet cash flow needs without having to sell your commodities when market prices
are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to
forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions
and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton.

FSA is now accepting requests for 2023 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after
harvest. Requests for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for
the respective commodities.

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans
for wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small
chickpeas), peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can
be purchased at the posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for
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the quantity of commodity under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral,
satisfying the loan. MALs redeemed with commaodity certificates are not subject to Adjusted
Gross Income provisions.

To be considered eligible for an LDP, you must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at your
local FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must
be submitted when payment is requested.

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject to
payment limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules.

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that if your total applicable three-year average
AGI exceeds $900,000, then you're not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. You must have a
valid CCC-941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs
redeemed with commodity certificate exchange.

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, contact your local County USDA
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Report Banking Changes to FSA

Farm Service Agency (FSA) program payments are issued electronically into your bank
account. In order to receive timely payments, you need to notify your FSA servicing office if
you close your account or if your bank information is changed for any reason (such as your
financial institution merging or being purchased). Payments can be delayed if FSA is not
notified of changes to account and bank routing numbers.

For some programs, payments are not made until the following year. For example, payments
for crop year 2019 through the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage program
aren’t paid until 2020. If the bank account was closed due to the death of an individual or
dissolution of an entity or partnership before the payment was issued, please notify your local
FSA office as soon as possible to claim your payment.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of
U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons
who have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the
transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result
in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County
government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are
reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. The data gained from
these disclosures is used in the preparation of periodic reports to the President and Congress
concerning the effect of such holdings upon family farms and rural communities. Click here for
more information on AFIDA.

Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These
microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking
for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations.
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Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer,
tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013.

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can
be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

Reminders for FSA Direct and Guaranteed
Borrowers with Real Estate Security

Farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for their Farm Service Agency
(FSA) direct or guaranteed loans are responsible for maintaining loan collateral. Borrowers
must obtain prior consent or approval from FSA or the guaranteed lender for any transaction
that affects real estate security. These transactions include, but are not limited to:

e Leases of any kind

e Easements of any kind
e Subordinations

o Partial releases

e Sales

Failure to meet or follow the requirements in the loan agreement, promissory note, and other
security instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current
and future loans.

It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or
guaranteed lender when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on
borrower responsibilities, read Your FSA Farm Loan Compass.

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early

The Farm Loan team in your County is already working on operating loans for spring 2024
and asks potential borrowers to submit their requests early so they can be timely
processed. The farm loan team can help determine which loan programs are best for
applicants.

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm
operation for just about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm ownership
loans can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts
for spring inputs as well expenses throughout the year.

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm
Ownership and Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller
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and non-traditional operations, can be used for operating expenses, starting a new operation,
purchasing equipment, and other needs associated with a farming operation. Loans to
beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a priority.

Other types of loans available include:

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral
and obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the
producer and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store
eligible commodities, for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling
equipment. A variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain
bins, hay storage structures, and refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A producer
may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.

Improving Risk Protection on Tribal Lands

More than 46 million acres of tribal land in the United States are used for production
agriculture, an inherently high-risk business. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is
here to help the producers who operate these tribal lands to prepare, recover, and build long-
term resilience to natural disasters and climate change, through a suite of disaster assistance
programs, crop insurance and other risk management options, and conservation programs
and practices.

A new Tribal Partnerships page on USDA’s farmers.gov website is designed to connect Tribal
Nation leaders, land managers, agricultural producers and citizens with USDA programs and
services. Developed as part of USDA’s commitment to its federal trust responsibility to Tribal
Nations, the web page showcases opportunities for land access, indigenous representation,
conservation partnerships, and support for tribal food sovereignty.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), and
Risk Management Agency (RMA) offer programs, technical assistance, and insurance
products for managing risk, adopting climate-smart practices, and ensuring a safety net from
weather.

Crop Insurance

Through the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation, USDA provides crop insurance to farmers
and ranchers to help them manage risks on their farms and ranches. There are many types of
insurance products available for a wide variety of production practices, including organic and
sustainable agriculture. Crop insurance can be obtained through an Approved Insurance
Provider (crop insurance agent), while other programs, including FSA’s Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage can be accessed by contacting your

local USDA Service Center.

Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool

Producers who recently suffered loss or damage due to a natural disaster including crop and
livestock losses, farmland damage as well as damages to farm or ranch infrastructure such as
hay storage facilities, fence, and equipment can use the USDA Disaster Discovery Tool to
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receive personalized results outlining which programs best meet their needs. Find disaster
assistance program details and learn more about USDA assistance at the USDA Disaster
Resource Center.

Risk Protection for Beginning, Veteran, Limited Resource and
Minority Producers
In 2023, FSA made improvements to NAP to enhance risk protection coverage for beginning,

veteran, limited resource, and minority producers. Learn more about NAP coverage and other
disaster recovery programs at farmers.gov/protection-recovery.

Crop Acreage Reporting

To be eligible for many USDA programs, including risk management programs, agricultural
producers must file timely acreage reports that document the crops grown on their farm or
ranch and their intended uses. Deadlines for filing crop acreage reports vary by crop and by
state and county.

FSA staff at local USDA Service Centers will provide producers with maps and acreage
reporting deadlines, by crop, for their county. A crop insurance agent can assist with reporting
information necessary for crop insurance benefits. Learn more about crop acreage reporting
here.

Climate-Smart Conservation Practices

USDA is making more than $3 billion in funding available for agricultural producers and forest
landowners nationwide to participate in voluntary conservation programs and adopt climate-
smart practices in fiscal year 2024 as part of President Biden’s Investing in America agenda.
These funds are provided by President Biden’s Inflation Reduction Act — the largest climate
and conservation investment in history. This law invests an additional $19.5 billion for USDA’s
popular conservation programs.

Farmers.gov Portal

Producers can also manage their USDA business on farmers.gov. Signing up for an account
provides one place to do business online with FSA and NRCS, including the ability to e-sign
documents, request assistance and apply for programs. Features on this site will help
expedite acreage reporting, including the ability to view, print and label maps. A farmers.gov
account also offers self-service for FSA and NRCS customers to manage FSA farm loans and
NRCS conservation contracts.

Customers who are new to USDA should visit Get Started at Your USDA Service Center, then
go to farmers.gov/account to create a farmers.gov account.

For more information about USDA support and partnerships with Tribal Nations,

visit farmers.gov/tribal. To learn more about FSA and NRCS programs, producers can contact
their local USDA Service Center. Visit RMA online to find risk management education and
training opportunities. Watch this USDA Office of Tribal Relations video to hear how USDA
Helps Acoma Pueblo Ranchers.
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USDA Increases Minimum Annual Payment for
Conservation Stewardship Program

The USDA is increasing the minimum annual payment for agricultural producers participating
in the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) from $1,500 to $4,000 starting in fiscal year
2024. The increase addresses challenges faced by small scale, underserved, and urban
producers and improves equity in the program by making participation more financially
beneficial for smaller operations. The new minimum payment is available for new and
renewed CSP contracts, and applications for the program in South Dakota are accepted on a
continuous basis.

CSP offers technical and financial assistance to help agricultural and forest producers take
their conservation efforts to the next level. The program is designed to compensate
agricultural and forest producers who agree to increase their level of conservation by adopting
additional conservation activities and maintaining their baseline level of conservation.

Examples of CSP enhancements that are suitable for being adopted by smaller scale and
urban producers include:

e Planting multi-species cover crops
e Mulching with natural materials

o Establishing pollinator habitats

e Soil health crop rotation

Inflation Reduction Act and CSP

Currently, an unprecedented amount of funding is available for CSP through the Inflation
Reduction Act and Farm Bill. The Inflation Reduction Act provided $19.5 billion in additional
funding for NRCS’ oversubscribed programs like CSP for five years. Inflation Reduction Act
funds are available to help producers adopt climate-smart practices.

How to Apply

NRCS accepts producer applications for its conservation programs year-round. Funding is
provided through a competitive process and will include an opportunity to address the unmet
demand from producers who have previously sought funding for climate-smart conservation
activities.

For more information about assistance available, contact your local USDA Service Center.
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