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USDA Regional Climate Change Hubs

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack established the first ever USDA Regional Climate
Change Hubs in February 2014 at seven locations around the country to provide more
information to farmers, ranchers and forest landowners on the increasing risks of fires,
pests, floods, and droughts associated with a changing climate. For general information on
Climate Hubs, visit
http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/sites/default/files/lUSDA%20Regional%20Hubs%20f
0r%20Risk%20Adaptation%20and%20Mitigation%20to%20Climate%20Change%202015.p
df For information on the Climate Hub in your Region, visit http://climatehubs.oce.usda.gov
and Click on the region to learn more.

Loan Servicing

There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you
are a borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm
Loan Manager to learn about the options available to you.


https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/21150311/copy#link_1460489209865
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/21150311/copy#link_1460489774591
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/21150311/copy#link_1460490391840
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/21150311/copy#link_1460490474964
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/21150311/copy#link_1460490538819
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/21150311/copy#link_1460490667372
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/21150311/copy#link_1460490786771
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/21150311/copy#link_1460490923499
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/21150311/copy#link_1460491286188
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/21150311/copy#link_1460491450344
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/21150311/copy#link_1460491705795
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/21150311/copy#link_1460491819104
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/sd
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/sd
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/sd
http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/sites/default/files/USDA%20Regional%20Hubs%20for%20Risk%20Adaptation%20and%20Mitigation%20to%20Climate%20Change%202015.pdf
http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/sites/default/files/USDA%20Regional%20Hubs%20for%20Risk%20Adaptation%20and%20Mitigation%20to%20Climate%20Change%202015.pdf
http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/sites/default/files/USDA%20Regional%20Hubs%20for%20Risk%20Adaptation%20and%20Mitigation%20to%20Climate%20Change%202015.pdf
http://climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/
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Update Your Records

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address or
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in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be reported to our office
as well. Producers patrticipating in FSA and NRCS programs are required to timely report changes in
their farming operation to the County Committee in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating
Plan.

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.
Breaking New Ground

Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground for
production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm program
benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and
Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage type
projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to create
new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk your eligibility
for benefits.

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC)
and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA to
determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further review is
necessary.

2016 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit their
local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list of
county-specific deadlines.

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:



e If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left
standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP
covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days before grazing or
harvesting of the crop begins. For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports,
please contact your local FSA office.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) provides
emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who have losses
due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not covered by
other agricultural disaster assistance programs.

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse
weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and additional cost
associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost
of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather condition,
colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss condition, including
CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from October 1, 2015 to
September 30, 2016 must file:

e Anotice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by November 1,
201 A



e An application for payment by November 1, 2016

The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal fiscal year.

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:

e ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet
e ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
e ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets.

Report Livestock Losses

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into
the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock owners and
contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather,
including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme cold.

For 2016, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2016, and before December 31, 2016. A notice
of loss must be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. Participants
must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 30 calendar
days after the end of the calendar year for which benefits are requested:

e Proof of death documentation
e Copy of growers contracts
e Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e.
Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 5%. These established
percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions. Producers
who suffer livestock losses in 2016 must file both of the following:


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets

e Anotice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent or by March 30,
2017

e An application for payment by March 30, 2017.

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

Filing a Notice of Loss

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all
crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP), you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days of
the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office by
any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within
the required 15 calendar days.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of
the final planting date for the crop.

ARC, PLC and CTAP Acreage Maintenance

Producers enrolled in Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC), Price Loss Coverage (PLC) or the Cotton
Transition Assistance Program (CTAP) must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm
from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. Producers who sign ARC county or individual
contracts and PLC contracts agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound
agricultural practices. If a producer fails to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on
a farm that is enrolled in ARC, PLC or CTAP, the County Committee may elect to terminate the contract
for the program year.

Final Planting Dates

All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final planting
date for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so please
contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines. The timely planting of a
crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits



CRP Payment Limitation

Payments and benefits received under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) are subject to the
following:

e payment limitation by direct attribution

o foreign person rule

e average adjusted gross income (AGI) limitation The 2014 Farm Bill continued the $50,000
maximum CRP payment amount that can be received annually, directly or indirectly, by each
person or legal entity. This payment limitation includes all annual rental payments and
incentive payments (Sign-up Incentive Payments and Practice Incentive Payments). Annual
rental payments are attributed (earned) in the fiscal year in which program performance
occurs. Sign-up Incentive Payments (SIP) are attributed (earned) based on the fiscal year in
which the contract is approved, not the fiscal year the contract is effective. Practice Incentive
Payments (PIP) are attributed (earned) based on the fiscal year in which the cost-share
documentation is completed and the producer or technical service provider certifies
performance of practice completion to the county office. Such limitation on payments is
controlled by direct attribution.

e Program payments made directly or indirectly to a person are combined with the pro rata
interest held in any legal entity that received payment, unless the payments to the legal entity
have been reduced by the pro rata share of the person.

e Program payments made directly to a legal entity are attributed to those persons that have a
direct and indirect interest in the legal entity, unless the payments to the legal entity have been
reduced by the pro rata share of the person.

e Payment attribution to a legal entity is tracked through four levels of ownership. If any part of
the ownership interest at the fourth level is owned by another legal entity, a reduction in
payment will be applied to the payment entity in the amount that represents the indirect interest
of the fourth level entity in the payment entity. Essentially, all payments will be “attributed” to a
person’s Social Security Number. Given the current CRP annual rental rates in many areas, it
is important producers are aware of how CRP offered acreages impact their $50,000 annual
payment limitation. Producers should contact their local FSA office for additional
information. NOTE: The information in the above article only applies to contracts subject to 4-
PL and 5-PL regulations. It does not apply to contacts subject to 1-PL regulations.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-
8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



