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South Dakota Farm Environmental Review Required Before

Segvice Aosncy Project Implementation

200 4th St. SW Suite 308

Huron, SD 57350 The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal

agencies to consider all potential environmental impacts for
Phone: 605-352-1160 federally-funded projects before the project is approved

Fax. 855-243-6003
For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental

www fsa usda govisd review must be completed before actions are approved, such as site
preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but are
not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm
Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If project
implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental
review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are
exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies. It is
important to wait until you receive written approval of your project
proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to,
vegetation clearing, site preparation or ground disturbance

State Executive Director:
Paul Shubeck

State Committee:

Mark Gross, Chairman
Tiffani Robertson-Member
8ill Simonson-Member
Gwen Kitzan-Member
Kelsey Ducheneaux-Member
Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning
process to determine what level of environmental review is required
for your program application so that it can be completed timely

Program Chlefs

Jamie White-Executive Officer
Lynn Stoltenburg-Price Support
Theresa Skluzacek-Commodity
Owen Fagerhaug-Conservation
LaDonna Hupp-Fam Loan

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of
an environmental review. FSA must have copies of all permits and
plans before an application can be approved.

To find contact information for
your local office go to
www fsa.usda.gov/sd

Farm Storage Facility Loans

FSA's Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and
storage and handling trucks

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor
oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey,
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap,
rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding
systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include
grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.
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Loans up to $100,000 can be sacured by a promissory note/security agreement. Loans exceeding
$100,000 require additional security

Producers do not need to demonstrate the tack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are
designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses,
new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and
underserved producers.

To leamn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www fsa usda gov/pricesuppart or
contact your local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit htip //offices usda gov.

Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain

8ins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfiled and grain is heaped
up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral should
remember that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term of the
loan

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain

If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without prior
written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The
financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer's name will be placed on a
loan violation list for a two-year period. Always call before you haul any grain under loan

Livestock Losses

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) compensates livestock owners and contract growers for
livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality dus to adverse weather, including losses due to
hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme cotd

For 2018 livestock losses, eligible livestock owners must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when
the loss is first apparent

In addition to filing a notice of loss, producers must also submit an application for payment by March 1,
2019

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa. usda gov

Livestock Inventory Records

Producers are reminded to keep updated livestock inventory records, These records are necessary in
the event of a natural disaster.

When disasters strike, the USDA Famm Service Agency (FSA) can assist producers who suffered
excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, producers will be required to provide
verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must
submit a notice of loss to their iocal FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is
apparent. For grazing or feed losses, producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office
within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and receipts

Producers should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including

« Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock
+ Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts

For more information on doct N requi s, contact your local FSA office

County Producers Urged to Consider NAP Risk Protection
Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to review available USDA Noninsured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, before the crop deadline of March 15, 2019,

NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance
program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables,
mushrooms, floriculture, omamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup,
bioenergy, and industrial crops.
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Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting

https.//webapp rma usda gov/apps/ActuanialinformationBrowser2018/CropCnteria aspx.

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed

50 percent of expected production

Federal crop insurance coverage Is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent
lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA's online Agent Locator:

http //prodwebnib rma usda gov/apps/Agentt.ocator##. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
hitps /lewebapp rma usda gov/apps/costestimator/Default aspx, to predict insurance premium costs

For more information on NAP, service fees, sales deadlines, contact the Name County FSA office at
Phone or visit the web at www fsa usda govinap.

Maintaining Good Credit History

Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs require that applicants have a satisfactory cradit

history. A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are reviewed

to verify outstanding debts, if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash flow

Information found on a customer’s credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in
conducting FSA business.

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will

provide a copy of your report. if you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is up

to you to contact the issuing credit report company to reselve any erors or inaccuracies.

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score

Make sure to pay bills on time. Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can be
an effective way to remember payment due dates.

Pay down existing debt

Kesp your credit card balances low.

Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts FSA's farm loan staff will guide you
through the process, which may require you to reapply for a loan after improving or correcting
your credit report.For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www fsa usda gov

Direct Loans

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to establish,
maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and service direct
loans

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related debts,
excluding real estate

Direct fanm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements,

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership is $60,000 and operating loans is $400,000 and
a down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and
the producer’s ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and
farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years,

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct fanm ownership or
operating loan

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave , SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9892 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8842 (Relay voice users)
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