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FSA County Committee
Elections to Begin; Producers
to Receive Ballots Week of
November 9

Farmers and Ranchers Have a Voice in Local Farm
Program Decisions

Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) began
mailing ballots to eligible farmers and ranchers
across the country for the 2015 FSA County
Committee elections on Monday, Nov. 9, 2015.
Producers must return ballots to their local FSA
offices by Dec. 7, 2015, to ensure that their vote is
counted.

Nearly 7,700 FSA County Committee members
serve FSA offices nationwide. Each committee has
three to 11 elected members who serve three-year
terms of office. One-third of county committee seats
are up for election each year. County committee
members apply their knowledge and judgment to
help FSA make important decisions on its
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Patty Taylor commodity support programs; conservation

Farm Programs programs; indemnity and disaster programs;
emergency programs and eligibility.

Tyeisha Samples

Administrative Officer Producers must participate or cooperate in an FSA
program to be eligible to vote in the county

Please contact your local committee election. Approximately 1.9 million

FSA Office for questions  producers are currently eligible to vote. Farmers

specific to your operation and ranchers who supervise and conduct the

or county. farming operations of an entire farm, but are not of
legal voting age, also may be eligible to vote.

Farmers and ranchers will begin receiving their
ballots the week of Nov. 9. Ballots include the
names of candidates running for the local
committee election. FSA has modified the ballot,
making it more easily identifiable and less likely to
be overlooked. Voters who do not receive ballots in
the coming week can pick one up at their local FSA
office. Ballots returned by mail must be postmarked
no later than Dec. 7, 2015. Newly elected
committee members and their alternates will take
office Jan. 1, 2016.

For more information, visit the FSA website at
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. You may also contact
your local USDA Service Center or FSA

office. Visit http://offices.usda.gov to find an FSA
office near you.

New USDA Commitments to Help Build Up Next Generation of
Farmers and Ranchers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced a commitment by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) to prioritize $5.6 billion over the next two years within USDA programs and
services that serve new and beginning farmers and ranchers. Deputy Secretary Harden also
announced a new, tailored web tool designed to connect burgeoning farm entrepreneurs with
programs and resources available to help them get started.

The new web tool is available at www.usda.gov/newfarmers. The site was designed based on
feedback from new and beginning farmers and ranchers around the country, who cited unfamiliarity
with programs and resources as a challenge to starting and expanding their operations. The site
features advice and guidance on everything a new farm business owner needs to know, from writing
a business plan, to obtaining a loan to grow their business, to filing taxes as a new small business
owner. By answering a series of questions about their operation, farmers can use the site’s
Discovery Tool to build a personalized set of recommendations of USDA programs and services
that may meet their needs.

Using the new web tool and other outreach activities, and operating within its existing resources,
USDA has set a new goal of increasing beginning farmer and rancher participation by an additional
6.6 percent across key USDA programs, which were established or strengthened by the 2014 Farm
Bill, for a total investment value of approximately $5.6 billion. Programs were targeted for expanded
outreach and commitment based on their impact on expanding opportunity for new and beginning
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farmers and ranchers, including starting or expanding an operation, developing new markets,
supporting more effective farming and conservation practices, and having access to relevant
training and education opportunities. USDA will provide quarterly updates on its progress towards
meeting its goal. A full explanation of the investment targets, benchmarks and outcomes is available
at: BER-Commitment-Factsheet.

As the average age of the American farmer now exceeds 58 years, and data shows that almost 10
percent of farmland in the continental United States will change hands in the next five years, we
have no time to lose in getting more new farmers and ranchers established. Equally important is
encouraging young people to pursue careers in industries that support American agriculture.
According to an employment outlook report released by USDA’s National Institute of Food and
Agriculture (NIFA) and Purdue University, one of the best fields for new college graduates is
agriculture. Nearly 60,000 high-skilled agriculture job openings are expected annually in the United
States for the next five years, yet only 35,000 graduates with a bachelor’'s degree or higher in
agriculture related fields are expected to be available to fill them. The report also shows that women
make up more than half of the food, agriculture, renewable natural resources, and environment
higher education graduates in the United States. USDA recently released a series of fact sheets
showcasing the impact of women in agriculture nationwide.

Today’s announcement builds on USDA'’s ongoing work to engage its resources to inspire a strong
next generation of farmers and ranchers by improving access to land and capital; building market
opportunities; extending conservation opportunities; offering appropriate risk management tools;
and increasing outreach and technical support. To learn more about USDA'’s efforts, visit the
Beqginning Farmers and Ranchers Results Page.

Microloans

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers that the FSA borrowing limit for
microloans increased from $35,000 to $50,000, on Nov. 7, 2014. Microloans offer borrowers
simplified lending with less paperwork.

The microloan change allows beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional
$15,000 in loans using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans
are part of USDA'’s continued commitment to small and midsized farming operations.

To complement the microloan program additional changes to FSA eligibility requirements will
enhance beginning farmers and ranchers access to land, a key barrier to entry level producers. FSA
policies related to farm experience have changed so that other types of skills may be considered to
meet the direct farming experience required for farm ownership loan eligibility. Operation or
management of non-farm businesses, leadership positions while serving in the military or advanced
education in an agricultural field will now count towards the experience applicants need to show
when applying for farm ownership loans. Important Note: Microloans cannot be used to purchase
real estate.

Since 2010, more than 50 percent of USDA's farm loans now go to beginning farmers and FSA has
increased its lending to targeted underserved producers by nearly 50 percent.

Please review the FSA Microloan Program Fact Sheet for program application, eligibility and related
information.
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USDA Reminds Dairy Producers of Nov. 20 Deadline

Enrollment Opportunities Ending for 2016 Margin Protection Program

USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that almost half of all dairy farms in America have
made their annual elections for 2016 coverage under the Margin Protection Program, and reminded
producers who have not yet enrolled that they have until Nov. 20, to select coverage.

Established by the 2014 Farm Bill, the program provides financial assistance to dairy producers
when the margin — the difference between feed costs and the price of milk — falls below the
coverage level selected by the applicant.

FSA estimates that based on current participation rates, had the program existed before the 2014
Farm Bill, producers in 2009 would have invested $73 million in premiums and received $1.44 billion
in financial protection during that historically weak market period.

Enrolled dairy operations must pay a $100 administrative fee annually to receive basic catastrophic
coverage. Greater levels of margin protection are available for a higher premium, and provide
expanded coverage based on historic dairy production. Once enrolled, producers can change their
levels of coverage each year. Dairy producers are encouraged to review protection options online at
www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy or by visiting their local FSA county office. The nearest FSA county office
can be found at http://offices.usda.gov.

Farmers to Receive Documentation of USDA Services
Local Offices Issue Receipts for Services Provided

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers that FSA provides a receipt to
customers who request or receive assistance or information on FSA programs.

As part of FSA’s mission to provide enhanced customer service, producers who visit FSA will
receive documentation of services requested and provided. From December through June, FSA
issued more than 327,000 electronic receipts.

The 2014 Farm Bill requires a receipt to be issued for any agricultural program assistance
requested from FSA, the National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural Development
(RD). Receipts include the date, summary of the visit and any agricultural information, program
and/or loan assistance provided to an individual or entity.

In some cases, a form or document — such as a completed and signed program enroliment form —
serve as the customer receipt instead of a printed or electronic receipt. A service is any information,
program or loan assistance provided whether through a visit, email, fax or letter.

To learn more about FSA, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or to find your local USDA office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.
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Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or
ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to
his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

USDA Issues Safety-Net Payments to Farmers Facing Market
Downturn

USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) has recently announced that nearly one half of the 1.7 million
farms that signed up for either the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
programs will receive safety-net payments for the 2014 crop year.

Unlike the old direct payments program, which paid farmers in good years and bad, the 2014 Farm
Bill authorized a new safety-net that protects producers only when market forces or adverse
weather cause unexpected drops in crop prices or revenues.

Example: The corn price for 2014 is 30 percent below the historical benchmark price used by the
ARC-County program, and revenues of the farms participating in the ARC-County program are
down by about $20 billion from the benchmark during the same period. The nearly $4 billion
provided today by the ARC and PLC safety-net programs will give assistance to producers where
revenues dropped below normal.”

The ARC/PLC programs primarily allow producers to continue to produce for the market by making
payments on a percentage of historical base production, limiting the impact on production decisions.

Nationwide, 96 percent of soybean farms, 91 percent of corn farms, and 66 percent of wheat farms
elected the ARC-County coverage option. Ninety-nine percent of long grain rice and peanut farms,
and 94 percent of medium grain rice farms elected the PLC option. Overall, 76 percent of
participating farm acres are protected by ARC-County, 23 percent by PLC, and 1 percent by ARC-
Individual. For data about other crops, as well as state-by-state program election results, final PLC
price and payment data, and other program information including frequently asked questions, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

Crops receiving assistance include barley, corn, grain sorghum, lentils, oats, peanuts, dry peas,
soybeans, and wheat. Inthe upcoming months, disbursements will be made for other crops after
marketing year average prices are published by USDA'’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. Any
disbursements to participants in ARC-County or PLC for long and medium grain rice (except for
temperate Japonica rice) will occur in November, for remaining oilseeds and also chickpeas in
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December, and temperate Japonica rice in early February 2016. ARC-individual payments will begin

in November. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity.

The Budget Control Act of 2011, passed by Congress, requires USDA to reduce payments by 6.8
percent. For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local Farm Service Agency

office. To find a local Farm Service Agency office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)

877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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