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USDA Reminds Tennessee Producers to File Crop
Acreage Reports
Agricultural producers in Tennessee who have not yet completed
their crop acreage reports after planting should make an
appointment with their Farm Service Agency (FSA) office before
the applicable deadline.
An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch
and its intended uses. Filing an accurate and timely acreage
report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and
prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits.
How to File a Report
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in Tennessee:
•

July 15, 2021 Spring Seeded Crops. Corn, Soybeans, Cotton, Perennial Forage (Hay
& Pasture), Spring/Summer Vegetables (Crop Year 2021), Cover Only Crops meeting
the USDA Cover Crop Termination Guidelines.

•

July 31, 2021 Hemp (Crop Year 2021)

•

August 15, 2021 Processing Beans

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other
digital tools. Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited
visitors. Contact your Service Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment.

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide:
•

Crop and crop type or variety.

•

Intended use of the crop.

•

Number of acres of the crop.

•

Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.

•

Planting date(s).

•

Planting pattern, when applicable.

•

Producer shares.

•

Irrigation practice(s).

•

Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.

•

Other information as required.

Acreage Reporting Details
The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:
•

If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

•

If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster,
were unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice
of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and
USDA’s Risk Management Agency.
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the
acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.
More Information
For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office
visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

USDA Offers New Forest Management Incentive for
Conservation Reserve Program
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is making available $12 million for use in making
payments to forest landowners with land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) in exchange for their implementing healthy forest management practices. Existing CRP
participants can now sign up for the Forest Management Incentive (FMI), which provides

financial incentives to landowners with land in CRP to encourage proper tree thinning and
other practices.
Right now, less than 10% of land currently enrolled in CRP is dedicated to forestland. But,
these nearly 2 million acres of CRP forestland, if properly managed, can have enormous
benefits for natural resources by reducing soil erosion, protecting water quality, increasing
water quantity, and diversifying local farm operations and rural economies.
Only landowners and agricultural producers with active CRP contracts involving forest cover
can enroll. However, this does not include active CRP contracts that expire within two years.
Existing CRP participants interested in tree thinning and prescribed burning must comply with
the standards and specifications established in their CRP contract.
CRP participants will receive the incentive payment once tree thinning and/or other authorized
forest management practices are completed.
The incentive payment is the lower of:
•

The actual cost of completing the practice; or

•

75% of the payment rate offered by USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) if

the practice is offered through NRCS conservation programs.
CRP signup is currently open. FSA will announce deadline later this year. Interested
producers should contact their local FSA county office.

Communication is Key in Lending
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm
loan borrowers the tools necessary to be successful. FSA staff
will provide guidance and counsel from the loan application
process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit.
While it is FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they
identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for borrowers to
communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is
the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:
•

Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation

•

Any significant changes to family income or expenses

•

The development of problem situations

•

Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time,
contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.
For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your local County USDA Service
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment
Offers
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup.
In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove
environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will
improve environmental health and quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish
valuable land cover to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife
habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length.
Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation
practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enrollment are not subject
to competitive bidding during specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted
provided the land and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels
do not exceed the statutory cap.
For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your local FSA county
office.

Applying for Guaranteed Conservation Loans
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Guaranteed Conservation Loans are available for applicants who
want to install a conservation practice.
These funds may be used for any conservation activities included in a conservation plan or
Forest Stewardship Management plan. A copy of the conservation plan is required to
complete the application. These loans are not limited to just family farmers. In some cases,
applicants can operate non-eligible enterprises. Loan funds are issued by a participating
commercial lender and guaranteed up to 80 percent by FSA or up to 90 percent for beginning
and historically underserved producers.

Opportunity to Participate in the Sign-Up Period
for the Cotton Research and Promotion Program

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) plans to conduct a
sign-up June 21 through July 2, 2021, to provide eligible cotton
producers and importers of cotton and cotton-containing
products an opportunity to request a referendum on whether to
continue the Cotton Research and Promotion Program.
During this period, eligible cotton producers can sign up to
request a continuance referendum in person at their local Farm
Service Agency (FSA) county office. Producers also may request a sign-up form in the mail
from their FSA county office or through the Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) Cotton Board
webpage. Producers can return their forms via their FSA office or by mailing them to USDA,
AMS, Cotton and Tobacco Program, Attention: Cotton Sign-Up, P.O. Box 23181, Washington,
DC 20077-8249.
Eligible importers can sign up to request a continuance referendum through the AMS Cotton
Board webpage or they can request a sign-up form by contacting CottonRP@usda.gov or
(540) 361-2726. Importer forms can be returned to USDA, AMS, Cotton and Tobacco
Program, Attention: Cotton Sign-Up, P.O. Box 23181, Washington, DC 20077-8249.
A referendum would be conducted if it is supported by 10% or more of the number of eligible
cotton producers and importers voting in the most recent referendum, which was in 1991. At
least 4,662 sign-up requests would be required to initiate a referendum. No action is
necessary if a referendum is not desired.
Background
Every five years, USDA is required to review the Cotton Research and Promotion Program to
determine whether to conduct a referendum on continuing the assessments under the
program. On Dec. 18, 2020, USDA issued a decision that a referendum was unnecessary.
The 1966 Cotton Research and Promotion Act provides an opportunity for producers and
importers to request a referendum through a sign-up period.
A direct final rule with the amended dates, name changes, addresses, and other
administrative changes was posted in the Federal Register on April 19, 2021. A Notice to the
Trade also was published on the AMS on May 14, 2021.
Since 1966, Congress has authorized industry-funded research and promotion boards to
provide a framework for agricultural industries to pool their resources and combine efforts to
develop new markets, strengthen existing markets and conduct important research and
promotion activities. AMS provides oversight to 22 boards. The oversight ensures fiscal
accountability and program integrity and is paid for by industry assessments.
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