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Nominations Open for 2018 County
Committee Elections
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency
(FSA) encourages farmers and ranchers who participate in FSA
programs to take part in their local County Committee election
nomination process.
FSA county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day
operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and local
administration of federal farm programs.
Committees are comprised of locally-elected agricultural producers
responsible for the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm
programs in their counties.
(Continued…)

Executive Officer:
Erasmo (Eddie) Trevino
Division Chiefs:
Ronda Arnett
Raymond Marr
Scott Reed
David Sullivan
To find contact information for
your local office go to:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/tx

Committee members are accountable to the Secretary of
Agriculture. If elected, members become part of the local decisionmaking and farm program delivery process.
A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members
from local administrative areas (LAA). Each member serves a
three-year term. One-third of the seats on these committees are
open for election each year. County committees may have an
appointed advisor to further represent the local interests of
underserved farmers and ranchers. Underserved producers are
beginning, women and other minority farmers and ranchers and
land owners and/or operators who have limited resources. Other
minority groups including Native American and Alaska Natives;
persons under the poverty level, and persons that have disabilities
are also considered underserved.
All nomination forms for the 2018 election must be postmarked or
received in the local USDA service center by Aug. 1, 2018. For
more information on FSA county committee elections and
appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and
Hold Office as a COC Member available online at:
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.

USDA Resumes Continuous Conservation Reserve Program
Enrollment
One-Year Extension for Holders of Many Expiring Contracts through Continuous Signup
As part of a 33-year effort to protect sensitive lands and improve water quality and wildlife habitat on
private lands, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will resume accepting applications for the
voluntary Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Eligible farmers, ranchers, and private landowners
can sign up at their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office between June 4 and Aug. 17, 2018.
FSA stopped accepting applications last fall for the CRP continuous signup (excluding applications
for the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and CRP grasslands). This pause
allowed USDA to review available acres and avoid exceeding the 24 million-acre CRP cap set by
the 2014 Farm Bill. New limited practice availability and short sign up period helps ensure that
landowners with the most sensitive acreage will enroll in the program and avoid unintended
competition with new and beginning farmers seeking leases. CRP enrollment currently is about 22.7
million acres.
2018 Signup for CRP
For this year’s signup, limited priority practices are available for continuous enrollment. They include
grassed waterways, filter strips, riparian buffers, wetland restoration and others. View a full list of
practices.
FSA will use updated soil rental rates to make annual rental payments, reflecting current values. It
will not offer incentive payments as part of the new signup.
USDA will not open a general signup this year, however, a one-year extension will be offered to
existing CRP participants with expiring CRP contracts of 14 years or less. Producers eligible for an
extension will receive a letter with more information.
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CRP Grasslands
Additionally, FSA established new ranking criteria for CRP Grasslands. To guarantee all CRP
grasslands offers are treated equally, applicants who previously applied will be asked to reapply
using the new ranking criteria. Producers with pending applications will receive a letter providing the
options.
About CRP
In return for enrolling land in CRP, USDA, through FSA on behalf of the Commodity Credit
Corporation (CCC), provides participants with annual rental payments and cost-share assistance.
Landowners enter into contracts that last between 10 and 15 years. CRP pays producers who
remove sensitive lands from production and plant certain grasses, shrubs and trees that improve
water quality, prevent soil erosion and increase wildlife habitat.
The new changes to CRP do not impact the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program, a
related program offered by CCC and state partners.
Producers wanting to apply for the CRP continuous signup or CRP grasslands should contact their
USDA service center. To locate your local FSA office, visit https://www.farmers.gov. More
information on CRP can be found at www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.

USDA Reopens Application Period for Producers Recovering
from Cattle Loss, Other Disasters
Signup Began June 4 for Livestock Indemnity Program and Emergency Assistance for
Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-raised Fish
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) began accepting disaster assistance program
applications June 4 from agricultural producers who suffered livestock, honeybees, farm-raised fish
and other losses due to natural disasters.
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is reopening the application period for two disaster assistance
programs in response to statutory changes made by Congress earlier this year.
FSA will accept new applications for losses for calendar year 2017 or 2018 filed under the Livestock
Indemnity Program (LIP) or Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-raised
Fish Program (ELAP). Producers who already submitted applications and received decisions on
their applications for these years do not need to file again, but they can reapply if they have
additional losses or their application was disapproved because it was filed late.
In February, Congress passed the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018, which made several changes to
these two disaster programs, including:
•

Removing ELAP’s $20 million fiscal year funding cap, enabling FSA to pay producers’ 2017
applications in full and their 2018 applications as soon as they are approved

•

Removing the per-person and legal entity annual program payment limitation of $125,000
for LIP for 2017 and future years (The income limitation applies as it did before, meaning
producers with an adjusted gross income of more than $900,000 are not eligible)

•

Changing LIP to allow producers to receive a payment for injured livestock that are sold for
a reduced price due to an eligible event; Previously, the program only covered financial loss
for livestock death above normal mortality
(Cont’d…)

Producers interested in LIP or ELAP should contact their local USDA service center. To apply,
producers will need to provide verifiable and reliable production records and other information about
their operation.
Drought, wildfires and other disasters continue to impact farmers and ranchers, and LIP and ELAP
are two of many programs available through USDA to help producers recover. Learn more at
https://www.usda.gov/disaster.

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications
Many producers have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing
Assistance Loans (MALs) because they have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income
Certification. No program payment can be issued to an eligible producer, including landowners who
share in the crop, without a valid CCC-941 on file in the county office.
Producers without a valid CCC-941 on file for the applicable crop year, will not receive payments.
All farm operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments
should IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and
tenants are encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form.
FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018. Unlike the past, producers must have
the CCC-941 certifying their AGI compliance before any payments can be issued.

Marketing Assistance Available for 2018
The 2014 Farm Bill authorized 2014-2018 crop year Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan
Deficiency Payments (LDPs). MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for
commodities such as feed grains, soybeans and other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton,
wool and honey. MALs provide producers interim financing after harvest to help them meet cash
flow needs without having to sell their commodities when market prices are typically at harvest-time
lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain an MAL, but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP
if such a payment is available.
To be eligible for an MAL or LDP, producers must have a beneficial interest in the commodity, in
addition to other requirements. A producer retains beneficial interest when control of and title to the
commodity is maintained. For an LDP, the producer must retain beneficial interest in the commodity
from the time of planting through the date the producer filed Form CCC-633EZ (page 1) in the FSA
County Office. For more information, producers should contact their local FSA county office or view
the LDP Fact Sheet.

FSA Releases Tree Assistance Program Signup Information
USDA’s Farm Service Agency recently released signup information for the Tree Assistance
Program, a nationwide program that provides orchardists and nursery tree growers with cost share
assistance to replant eligible trees, bushes, and vines following a natural disaster.
The Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 prescribed several changes to the program, including the
removal of the $125,000 per person and legal entity payment limitation. The notice outlined when
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producers should file applications for any recent losses, given the changes to the program.
Eligible producers should file for TAP assistance by the later of these two dates:
•
•

90 days of the disaster or when damages from the disaster are noticed; or
60 days after the regulation is published on the Federal Register later this summer

The following producers can file applications:
•
•

Producers who did not previously apply for TAP for 2017 or 2018 losses; and
Producers who had applied and received an adverse determination that their 2017 or 2018
TAP application was filed late

Additionally, producers with 2017 losses can also file an application or revise an original application
because of the changes made through the Act.
For more information on TAP, producers should contact their local USDA service center.

Reporting Wind Turbines, Solar Panels Constructed on
Cropland
Producers who have wind turbines constructed on their farms should notify the local Farm Service
Agency office. Any area that is no longer considered suitable as cropland (producing annual or
perennial crops) should be designated in FSA’s records and aerial photography maps.
When base acres on a farm are converted to a non-agricultural commercial or industrial use, the
total base acres on the farm must be reduced accordingly. Non-cropland areas used for wind
turbines might impact payments calculated using base acres, such as Agriculture Risk Coverage
(ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC).
Producers who have solar panels constructed on their farms should notify the local Farm Service
Agency office. Any area that is no longer considered suitable as cropland (producing annual or
perennial crops) should be designated in FSA’s records and aerial photography maps. When base
acres on a farm are converted to a non-agricultural commercial or industrial use, the total base
acres on the farm must be reduced accordingly.
Non-cropland areas used for solar panels might impact payments calculated using base acres, such
as ARC and PLC and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payments.

Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to Beginning, Veteran,
Underserved Farmers, Ranchers
Retired or retiring landowners or operators are encouraged to transition their Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) acres to beginning, veteran, or underserved farmers or ranchers through the
Transition Incentives Program (TIP). TIP provides annual rental payments to the retiring farmer for
up to two additional years after the CRP contract expires, provided the transition is not to a family
member.
Enrollment in TIP is on a continuous basis. Beginning, veteran, or underserved farmers and
ranchers and retiring CRP participants may enroll in TIP beginning one year before the expiration
date of the CRP contract or Aug. 15. For example, if a CRP contract is scheduled to expire on Sept.
30, 2018, the land may be offered for enrollment in TIP Oct. 1, 2017, through Aug. 15, 2018.
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The Aug. 15 deadline allows the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) time to complete
the TIP sustainable grazing or crop production conservation plans. The TIP application must be
submitted prior to completing the lease or sale of the affected lands.
New landowners or renters must return the land to production using sustainable grazing or farming
methods.
For more information on TIP, visit https://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.

Farm Reconstitutions
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on
the farming operation.
To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations and farm divisions must be
requested by August 1 of the FY for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program. A reconstitution is considered to be requested when all:
•
•

of the required signatures are on FSA-155
other applicable documentation, such as proof of ownership, is submitted

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at any
time.
The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon:
•
•

•
•

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among
heirs in settling an estate;
Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or
ownership is transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm
ownership is transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is
transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to
two or more persons. In order to use this method the land sold must have been owned for
at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a
Memorandum of Understanding;
DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP
cropland for each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract;
Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the
bases attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.

2018 Acreage Reporting Dates
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.
Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list
of county-specific deadlines.
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The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:
•
•
•

If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed
If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office
If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,”
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.
For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA
office.

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and
Improve Property
Producers, Including Beginning, Underserved Farmers, Have New Option to Gain Access to
Land
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who
have small and mid-sized farming operations.
The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans,
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers.
Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).
To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your
local FSA office.

Youth Loans
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural incomeproducing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA, and other agricultural groups.
Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient
income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience.
The maximum loan amount is $5,000.
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Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be citizen of United States (includes Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa,
Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien
Be 10 years to 20 years of age
Comply with FSA general eligibility requirements
Be unable to get a loan from other sources
Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined
above
Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance
and assistance from a project advisor; Project supervisor must recommend youth loan
applicant, along with providing adequate supervision

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.

Borrower Training
Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency customers. This training is required for all
direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.
Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to
help the applicant develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm and
build equity in the operation. It aims to help the producer become financially successful. Borrower
training is provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors.
Contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a list of approved vendors.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

