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1BFrom the State Executive Director 
This month, Texas FSA started processing payments for the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
programs as well as the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). 
Texas farmers will receive more than $205.7 million in ARC/PLC 
payments and more than $89.1 million in CRP rental payments. 

Enrollment is in full swing for several FSA safety net programs.   

Producers who have not yet enrolled for ARC/PLC can enroll for 
both 2019 and 2020 during the same office visit. Signup for the 
2019 crop year closes March 15, 2020 and signup for the 2020 
crop year closes June 30, 2020. 

While you’re in the office, be sure to enroll in the Market Facilitation 
Program (MFP) if you haven’t already. Enrollment ends Dec. 6, 
2019.  

With much of the state affected by drought conditions, livestock 
producers may be eligible for assistance through the Livestock 
Forage Disaster Program (LFP) for 2019 grazing losses. To date, 
99 counties have met qualifying drought ratings that trigger 
eligibility for LFP. Applications for 2019 losses will be accepted 
through Jan. 30, 2020. For a map of eligible counties by forage 
type, visit fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-
program/livestock-forage/index.  

Enrollment for the Dairy Margin Coverage Program for 2020 runs 
through Dec.  13, 2019. 

If you need to conduct any business with your local FSA office, 
please call to make an appointment. 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=01%7C01%7C%7C7548f21af16249af544008d6fb3ce1bc%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1&reserved=0&sdata=r%2BV%2FfpKDu%2FgsO4654DvWdWS%2BUNjUhvTW9uYt7eQII2I%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Ftx%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=01%7C01%7C%7C7548f21af16249af544008d6fb3ce1bc%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1&reserved=0&sdata=r%2BV%2FfpKDu%2FgsO4654DvWdWS%2BUNjUhvTW9uYt7eQII2I%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Ftx%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-forage%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4115d5f4cbc04523c5ab08d75e37e81d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637081466524420470&sdata=HQ2nrpRaewur8dyT5YQudNBE3utT7sSGmwwzbC04Xw4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-forage%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4115d5f4cbc04523c5ab08d75e37e81d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637081466524420470&sdata=HQ2nrpRaewur8dyT5YQudNBE3utT7sSGmwwzbC04Xw4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-forage%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4115d5f4cbc04523c5ab08d75e37e81d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637081466524420470&sdata=HQ2nrpRaewur8dyT5YQudNBE3utT7sSGmwwzbC04Xw4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-forage%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4115d5f4cbc04523c5ab08d75e37e81d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637081466524420470&sdata=HQ2nrpRaewur8dyT5YQudNBE3utT7sSGmwwzbC04Xw4%3D&reserved=0
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Sincerely, 

Gary L. Six  
State Executive Director  
Farm Service Agency – Texas 

 

 
2BUSDA Issues Safety-Net and Conservation Payments to 
Texas Farmers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) in Texas is processing more than 
$205.7 million in Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) payments for 
the 2018 crop year. Additionally, Texas FSA will distribute more than $89.1 million in Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) rental payments to landowners to support voluntary conservation efforts on 
private lands. 

FSA began processing payments for 2018 ARC-County (ARC-CO) or PLC on covered commodities 
that triggered payments on enrolled farms in the 2018 crop year. FSA anticipates issuing more 
payments in November once USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service publishes additional 
commodity prices for the 2018 crop, which will include seed cotton. 

In Texas, 218 counties have experienced a drop in price or revenues below the benchmark price 
established by the ARC or PLC programs and will receive payments. 

Producers who had 2018 covered commodities enrolled in ARC-CO can visit www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-
plc for payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity. For farms and 
covered commodities enrolled in 2018 PLC, the following crops met payment triggers: wheat, 
barley, peanuts, corn, grain sorghum, dry peas, lentils and canola. Oats and soybeans did not meet 
2018 PLC payment triggers. 

2018 PLC payment rates for the following covered commodities have not been determined: large 
chickpeas, small chickpeas, sunflower seed, flaxseed, mustard seed, rapeseed, safflower, crambe, 
sesame seed, seed cotton, long grain rice, medium grain rice and temperate Japonica rice. 

Also, this week, USDA began issuing 2019 CRP payments to support voluntary conservation efforts 
on private lands. In Texas, more than 24,300 CRP participants will receive compensation for their 
efforts to improve water quality, reduce soil erosion and improve wildlife habitat on more than 2.4 
million acres enrolled in CRP throughout the state. 

For more information about USDA programs or to locate your FSA county office, visit 
www.farmers.gov. 

 
3BUSDA Opens 2020 Enrollment for Agriculture Risk Coverage 
and Price Loss Coverage Programs 
Agricultural producers now can enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) programs – two U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety net programs – for 
the 2020 crop year. Meanwhile, producers who enrolled farms for the 2018 crop year have started 
receiving more than $1.5 billion for covered commodities for which payments were triggered under 
such programs. 

ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue 
declines below a specified guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on historical 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7C706902ec90004cb270cc08d74dc7d35e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637063392945906502&reserved=0&sdata=AZ%2FDgXen6hB6jBG6kz9zoGG4mAvLENLx%2FR4pgDVVmfg%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Farc-plc%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7C706902ec90004cb270cc08d74dc7d35e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637063392945906502&reserved=0&sdata=AZ%2FDgXen6hB6jBG6kz9zoGG4mAvLENLx%2FR4pgDVVmfg%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Farc-plc%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7C706902ec90004cb270cc08d74dc7d35e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637063392945906502&reserved=0&sdata=AZ%2FDgXen6hB6jBG6kz9zoGG4mAvLENLx%2FR4pgDVVmfg%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Farc-plc%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7C706902ec90004cb270cc08d74dc7d35e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637063392945906502&reserved=0&sdata=AZ%2FDgXen6hB6jBG6kz9zoGG4mAvLENLx%2FR4pgDVVmfg%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Farc-plc%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4115d5f4cbc04523c5ab08d75e37e81d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637081466524430431&sdata=vBea3Z9HzUD4OrpqnogEjTmzK3Hs88fd%2FNL3CF9FxbA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4115d5f4cbc04523c5ab08d75e37e81d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637081466524430431&sdata=vBea3Z9HzUD4OrpqnogEjTmzK3Hs88fd%2FNL3CF9FxbA%3D&reserved=0
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base acres when the effective price for a covered commodity falls below its reference price. The 
2018 Farm Bill reauthorized and updated both programs. 

Signup for the 2020 crop year closes June 30, 2020, while signup for the 2019 crop year closes 
March 15, 2020. Producers who have not yet enrolled for 2019 can enroll for both 2019 and 2020 
during the same visit to an FSA county office.  

ARC and PLC have options for the farm operator who is actively farming the land as well as the 
owner of the land. Farm owners also have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields 
beginning with crop year 2020. If the farm owner and producer visit the FSA county office together, 
FSA can also update yield information during that visit.  

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, 
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium 
and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.  

2018 Crop Year ARC and PLC Payments  

FSA began processing payments last week for 2018 ARC-County (ARC-CO) and PLC on covered 
commodities that met payment triggers on enrolled farms in the 2018 crop year. In addition to the 
$1.5 billion now in process, FSA anticipates it will issue another $1 billion in November once 
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service publishes additional commodity prices for the 2018 
crop.  

Producers who had 2018 covered commodities enrolled in ARC-CO can visit www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-
plc for payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity.  For farms and 
covered commodities enrolled in 2018 PLC, the following crops met payment triggers:  barley, 
canola, corn, dry peas, grain sorghum, lentils, peanuts, and wheat. 

Oats and soybeans did not meet 2018 PLC payment triggers. 

2018 PLC payment rates for the following covered commodities have not been determined: crambe, 
flaxseed, large and small chickpeas, long and medium grain rice, mustard seed, rapeseed, 
safflower, seed cotton, sesame seed, sunflower seed and temperate Japonica rice. 

More Information  

For more information on ARC and PLC including two online decision tools that assist producers in 
making enrollment and election decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and PLC 
webpage. 

 
4BUSDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Texas Farmers Hurt by 
2018, 2019 Disasters 
Agricultural producers affected by natural disasters in 2018 and 2019 can apply through the Wildfire 
and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus (WHIP+). Sign-up for this U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) program began Sept. 11. 

WHIP+ Eligibility 

WHIP+ will be available for eligible producers who have suffered eligible losses of certain crops, 
trees, bushes or vines in counties with a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a 
Secretarial Disaster Designation (primary counties only). Disaster losses must have been a result of 
hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms or wildfires that occurred in 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfc93d0bedbd6478b3ab508d7516ffc3e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637067413726927083&reserved=0&sdata=5u5lBahkoQkG2fJB%2BA%2BpO2X3Ue%2BdnnwwQIuF5wQTQEw%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Farc-plc%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfc93d0bedbd6478b3ab508d7516ffc3e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637067413726927083&reserved=0&sdata=5u5lBahkoQkG2fJB%2BA%2BpO2X3Ue%2BdnnwwQIuF5wQTQEw%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Farc-plc%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfc93d0bedbd6478b3ab508d7516ffc3e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637067413726927083&reserved=0&sdata=5u5lBahkoQkG2fJB%2BA%2BpO2X3Ue%2BdnnwwQIuF5wQTQEw%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Farc-plc%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfc93d0bedbd6478b3ab508d7516ffc3e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637067413726927083&reserved=0&sdata=5u5lBahkoQkG2fJB%2BA%2BpO2X3Ue%2BdnnwwQIuF5wQTQEw%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Farc-plc%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfc93d0bedbd6478b3ab508d7516ffc3e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637067413726937039&reserved=0&sdata=TFGwcHY3b0bKMjWzujLfzODUzsddw3mpg6qwLM%2B1TQY%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfc93d0bedbd6478b3ab508d7516ffc3e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637067413726937039&reserved=0&sdata=TFGwcHY3b0bKMjWzujLfzODUzsddw3mpg6qwLM%2B1TQY%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfc93d0bedbd6478b3ab508d7516ffc3e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637067413726937039&reserved=0&sdata=TFGwcHY3b0bKMjWzujLfzODUzsddw3mpg6qwLM%2B1TQY%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfc93d0bedbd6478b3ab508d7516ffc3e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637067413726937039&reserved=0&sdata=TFGwcHY3b0bKMjWzujLfzODUzsddw3mpg6qwLM%2B1TQY%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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2018 or 2019. Also, producers in counties that did not receive a disaster declaration or designation 
may still apply for WHIP+ but must provide supporting documentation to establish that the crops 
were directly affected by a qualifying disaster loss.  

A list of counties that received qualifying disaster declarations and designations is available 
at farmers.gov/recover/whip-plus. Because grazing and livestock losses, other than milk losses, are 
covered by other disaster recovery programs offered through FSA, those losses are not eligible for 
WHIP+. 

Eligible crops include those for which federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage is available, excluding crops intended for grazing. A list of 
crops covered by crop insurance is available through USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) 
Actuarial Information Browser at webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser. 

The WHIP+ payment factor ranges from 75 percent to 95 percent, depending on the level of crop 
insurance coverage or NAP coverage that a producer obtained for the crop. Producers who did not 
insure their crops in 2018 or 2019 will receive 70 percent of the expected value of the crop. Insured 
crops (either crop insurance or NAP coverage) will receive between 75 percent and 95 percent of 
expected value; those who purchased the highest levels of coverage will receive 95-percent of the 
expected value. 

At the time of sign-up, producers will be asked to provide verifiable and reliable production records. 
If a producer is unable to provide production records, WHIP+ payments will be determined based on 
the lower of either the actual loss certified by the producer and determined acceptable by FSA or 
the county expected yield and county disaster yield. The county disaster yield is the production that 
a producer would have been expected to make based on the eligible disaster conditions in the 
county. 

WHIP+ payments for 2018 disasters will be eligible for 100 percent of their calculated value. WHIP+ 
payments for 2019 disasters will be limited to an initial 50 percent of their calculated value, with an 
opportunity to receive up to the remaining 50 percent after January 1, 2020, if sufficient funding 
remains. 

Both insured and uninsured producers are eligible to apply for WHIP+. But all producers receiving 
WHIP+ payments will be required to purchase crop insurance or NAP, at the 60 percent coverage 
level or higher, for the next two available, consecutive crop years after the crop year for which 
WHIP+ payments were paid. Producers who fail to purchase crop insurance for the next two 
applicable, consecutive years will be required to pay back the WHIP+ payment. 

Additional information about WHIP+ program eligibility and payment limitations can be found 
at farmers.gov/recover or by contacting your local USDA Service Center. 

Additional Loss Coverage 

The Milk Loss Program will provide payments to eligible dairy operations for milk that was dumped 
or removed without compensation from the commercial milk market because of a qualifying 2018 
and 2019 natural disaster. Producers who suffered losses of harvested commodities, including hay, 
stored in on-farm structures in 2018 and 2019 will receive assistance through the On-Farm Storage 
Loss Program. 

Additionally, producers with trees, bushes or vines can receive both cost-share assistance through 
FSA’s Tree Assistance Program (TAP) for the cost of replanting and rehabilitating eligible trees and 
WHIP+ will provide payments based on the loss value of the tree, bush or vine itself. Therefore, 
eligible producers may receive both a TAP and a 2017 WHIP or WHIP+ payment for the same 
acreage. In addition, TAP policy has been updated to assist eligible orchardists or nursery tree 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cedf4c56314cc40b16e0108d737abe7a4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637039083896297481&reserved=0&sdata=uDTK4J%2BLpZVgfXb%2Fep%2FqiCcIQRx5r4ys90a6b8beNPk%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Frecover%2Fwhip-plus%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cedf4c56314cc40b16e0108d737abe7a4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637039083896297481&reserved=0&sdata=uDTK4J%2BLpZVgfXb%2Fep%2FqiCcIQRx5r4ys90a6b8beNPk%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Frecover%2Fwhip-plus%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cedf4c56314cc40b16e0108d737abe7a4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637039083896307501&reserved=0&sdata=jXyP0j%2BFU612yLm9EsQdweASrsQXZoMOAXiz8T6kiis%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebapp.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2Factuarialinformationbrowser%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cedf4c56314cc40b16e0108d737abe7a4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637039083896307501&reserved=0&sdata=jXyP0j%2BFU612yLm9EsQdweASrsQXZoMOAXiz8T6kiis%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebapp.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2Factuarialinformationbrowser%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cedf4c56314cc40b16e0108d737abe7a4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637039083896307501&reserved=0&sdata=n2GSB%2FS7t4%2Fs15kYxgRd4k5EiKEYYUBcLF8KrtGjtKk%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Frecover%2Fwhip-plus%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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growers of pecan trees with a tree mortality rate that exceeds 7.5 percent (adjusted for normal 
mortality) but is less than 15 percent (adjusted for normal mortality) for losses incurred during 2018.  

Prevented Planting 

Agricultural producers faced significant challenges planting crops in 2019 in many parts of the 
country. All producers with flooding or excess moisture-related prevented planting insurance claims 
in calendar year 2019 will receive a prevented planting supplemental disaster (“bonus”) payment 
equal to 10 percent of their prevented planting indemnity, plus an additional 5 percent will be 
provided to those who purchased harvest price option coverage. 

As under 2017 WHIP, WHIP+ will provide prevented planting assistance to uninsured producers, 
NAP producers and producers who may have been prevented from planting an insured crop in the 
2018 crop year and those 2019 crops that had a final planting date prior to January 1, 2019. 

For more information on FSA disaster assistance programs, please contact your local USDA service 
center or visit farmers.gov/recover. For all available USDA disaster assistance programs, go 
to USDA’s disaster resources website. 

 
5B2019 Market Facilitation Program Enrollment 
Enrollment Open through Dec. 6  

Signup is ongoing for the 2019 Market Facilitation Program (MFP), a U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) program to assist farmers who continue to suffer from damages because of unjustified 
trade retaliation from foreign nations. Through MFP, USDA will provide up to $14.5 billion in direct 
payments to impacted producers, part of a broader trade relief package announced in late July. The 
sign-up period runs through Dec. 6, 2019. 

MFP payments will be made to producers of certain non-specialty and specialty crops as well as 
dairy and hog producers. 

Non-Specialty Crops 

MFP payments will be made to producers of alfalfa hay, barley, canola, corn, crambe, dried beans, 
dry peas, extra-long staple cotton, flaxseed, lentils, long grain and medium grain rice, millet, 
mustard seed, oats, peanuts, rapeseed, rye, safflower, sesame seed, small and large chickpeas, 
sorghum, soybeans, sunflower seed, temperate japonica rice, triticale, upland cotton, and wheat. 

MFP assistance for 2019 crops is based on a single county payment rate multiplied by a farm’s total 
plantings to the MFP-eligible crops in aggregate in 2019. Those per acre payments are not 
dependent on which of those crops are planted in 2019. A producer’s total payment-eligible 
plantings cannot exceed total 2018 plantings. View payment rates by county. 

Dairy and Hogs 

Dairy producers who were in business as of June 1, 2019, will receive a per hundredweight 
payment on production history, and hog producers will receive a payment based on the number of 
live hogs owned on a day selected by the producer between April 1 and May 15, 2019. 

Specialty Crops 

MFP payments will also be made to producers of almonds, cranberries, cultivated ginseng, fresh 
grapes, fresh sweet cherries, hazelnuts, macadamia nuts, pecans, pistachios, and walnuts. Each 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cedf4c56314cc40b16e0108d737abe7a4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637039083896317504&reserved=0&sdata=Fh4eDAVbHCKHm3l065EpBucEjkyCJu1OlOJtddcQ0jQ%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fservice-center-locator%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cedf4c56314cc40b16e0108d737abe7a4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637039083896317504&reserved=0&sdata=Fh4eDAVbHCKHm3l065EpBucEjkyCJu1OlOJtddcQ0jQ%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fservice-center-locator%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cedf4c56314cc40b16e0108d737abe7a4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637039083896317504&reserved=0&sdata=LYtlJENxSxTE7u1Em8XXrzXj5Wg%2FMEnudUo6wj1vLpM%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Frecover%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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specialty crop will receive a payment based on 2019 acres of fruit or nut bearing plants, or in the 
case of ginseng, based on harvested acres in 2019. 

More Information 

Payments will be made in up to three tranches, with the second and third tranches evaluated as 
market conditions and trade opportunities dictate. If conditions warrant, the second and third 
tranches will be made in November and early January. 

MFP payments are limited to a combined $250,000 for non-specialty crops per person or legal 
entity. MFP payments are also limited to a combined $250,000 for dairy and hog producers and a 
combined $250,000 for specialty crop producers. However, no applicant can receive more than 
$500,000. Eligible applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) for tax years 
2015, 2016, and 2017 of less than $900,000, or 75 percent of the person’s or legal entity’s average 
AGI for those tax years must have been derived from farming and ranching. Applicants must also 
comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation regulations. 

More information can be found on farmers.gov/mfp, including payment information and a program 
application. 

 
6BUSDA Opens 2020 Enrollment for Dairy Margin Coverage 
Program; Ends Dec. 13, 2019 
Dairy producers can now enroll in the Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) for calendar year 2020. 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) opened signup for the program that helps producers manage 
economic risk brought on by milk price and feed cost disparities. 

The DMC program offers reasonably priced protection to dairy producers when the difference 
between the all-milk price and the average feed cost (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount 
selected by the producer. The deadline to enroll in DMC for 2020 is Dec. 13, 2019. 

Dairy farmers earned more than $300 million dollars from the program in 2019 so far. Producers are 
encouraged to take advantage of this very important risk management tool for 2020. 

All producers who want 2020 coverage, even those who took advantage of the 25 percent premium 
discount by locking in the coverage level for five years of margin protection coverage are required to 
visit the office during this signup period to pay the annual administrative fee. 

Dairy producers should definitely consider coverage for 2020 as even the slightest drop in the 
margin can trigger payments. 

More Information  

The 2018 Farm Bill created DMC, improving on the previous safety net for dairy producers. DMC is 
one of many programs that FSA and other USDA agencies are implementing to support America’s 
farmers.  

For more information on enrolling in DMC and taking advantage of an online dairy decision tool that 
assists producers in selecting coverage for 2020, visit the DMC webpage. 

For additional questions and assistance, contact your local USDA service center. To locate your 
local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7C00164006dacf4705c61308d7589fcbcf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637075315649196818&reserved=0&sdata=NZeV6z6ZPsq9Z3lO%2BCXV0yXf7LkUwfJKx9s6D8ux80U%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fmanage%2Fmfp%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7C00164006dacf4705c61308d7589fcbcf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637075315649196818&reserved=0&sdata=NZeV6z6ZPsq9Z3lO%2BCXV0yXf7LkUwfJKx9s6D8ux80U%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fmanage%2Fmfp%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7C00164006dacf4705c61308d7589fcbcf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637075315649176905&reserved=0&sdata=DYzy4QuVNaXlh7SHCAdHZuqLrzgfbllPQtTOaFezpqU%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2019%2Fdairy_margin_coverage_program-june_2019_fact_sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7C00164006dacf4705c61308d7589fcbcf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637075315649176905&reserved=0&sdata=DYzy4QuVNaXlh7SHCAdHZuqLrzgfbllPQtTOaFezpqU%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2019%2Fdairy_margin_coverage_program-june_2019_fact_sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7C00164006dacf4705c61308d7589fcbcf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637075315649186863&reserved=0&sdata=ScU%2FP3Xt5q9cmQ11E4mySPrGEVg2%2BI0CFaRhVnCCI%2F4%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdairy-margin-coverage-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7C00164006dacf4705c61308d7589fcbcf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637075315649186863&reserved=0&sdata=ScU%2FP3Xt5q9cmQ11E4mySPrGEVg2%2BI0CFaRhVnCCI%2F4%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdairy-margin-coverage-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7C00164006dacf4705c61308d7589fcbcf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637075315649186863&reserved=0&sdata=42%2BkOWJ0yg43V23FFiKA7qhKQ4lis8ef1MOQsAFst4U%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fservice-center-locator%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7C00164006dacf4705c61308d7589fcbcf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637075315649186863&reserved=0&sdata=42%2BkOWJ0yg43V23FFiKA7qhKQ4lis8ef1MOQsAFst4U%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fservice-center-locator%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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7BMAL and LDP Policy  
The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) 
and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs). 

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and 
other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide producers interim 
financing after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities 
when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, 
but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan 
provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton. 

FSA is now accepting requests for 2019 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest. 
Requests for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective 
commodities. 

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for 
wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas), 
peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can be purchased at the 
posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of commodity 
under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan. MALs 
redeemed with commodity certificates are not subject to Adjusted Gross Income provisions. 

To be considered eligible for an LDP, producers must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at their 
local FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be 
submitted when payment is requested. 

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject to 
payment limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that a producer whose total applicable three-year 
average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. Producers must have a 
valid CCC-941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed 
with commodity certificate exchange. 

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please visit a nearby USDA Service 
Center or FSA’s website fsa.usda.gov. 

 
8BNew Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans 
that Fit Their Operation 
A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan 
Discovery Tool as the newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for 
farmers. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their 
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 
Compared to this time last year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has 
obligated for direct farm ownership loans, and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits 
for several loan products. 

http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eFormsAdmin/CCC0633EZ_140328V03.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eFormsAdmin/CCC0633EZ_140328V03.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7C00164006dacf4705c61308d7589fcbcf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637075315649186863&reserved=0&sdata=5rnxI%2FVTLHJKBWGuU0ngIAU1NtQdL2IaJnIGrc9IfEo%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7C00164006dacf4705c61308d7589fcbcf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637075315649186863&reserved=0&sdata=5rnxI%2FVTLHJKBWGuU0ngIAU1NtQdL2IaJnIGrc9IfEo%3D&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fnews-releases%2F2019%2Fhigher-limits-now-available-on-usda-farm-loans%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4115d5f4cbc04523c5ab08d75e37e81d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637081466524500131&sdata=%2Bm89Z%2FCQ9HzkdaHlQLZ%2BYLLKLMwDr%2F44Sc%2F8hjQMZmc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fnews-releases%2F2019%2Fhigher-limits-now-available-on-usda-farm-loans%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4115d5f4cbc04523c5ab08d75e37e81d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637081466524500131&sdata=%2Bm89Z%2FCQ9HzkdaHlQLZ%2BYLLKLMwDr%2F44Sc%2F8hjQMZmc%3D&reserved=0
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USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan 
staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few 
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. 
After submitting their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their 
specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an 
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, 
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility 
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides 
can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the 
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that 
is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like 
Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not 
work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and 
manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial 
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and 
alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan 
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can 
help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov 
delivers farmer-focused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest 
immediate value to America’s agricultural producers – helping farmers and ranchers do right, and 
feed everyone. 

For more information or to locate your USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov. 

 
9BPreauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan 
Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans. 

PAD payments are pre-authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting 
Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a 
financial institution. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Ffund%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4115d5f4cbc04523c5ab08d75e37e81d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637081466524500131&sdata=aKnq4mdHPn4BKgZaEg%2FXJjZ4k5WNMIqys1sAylahIKQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Ffund%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4115d5f4cbc04523c5ab08d75e37e81d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637081466524500131&sdata=aKnq4mdHPn4BKgZaEg%2FXJjZ4k5WNMIqys1sAylahIKQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Frecover%2Fdisaster-assistance-tool%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%23step-1&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4115d5f4cbc04523c5ab08d75e37e81d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637081466524510082&sdata=zdYYH6%2BN5UnIOQE4bDweHbityTWJMka5d5vLUTL8I34%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Frecover%2Fdisaster-assistance-tool%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%23step-1&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4115d5f4cbc04523c5ab08d75e37e81d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637081466524510082&sdata=zdYYH6%2BN5UnIOQE4bDweHbityTWJMka5d5vLUTL8I34%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4115d5f4cbc04523c5ab08d75e37e81d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637081466524510082&sdata=L7P0NsrEpQ7g9N34FQipujfFWpVO3SQRU0zEQe%2FMNw4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4115d5f4cbc04523c5ab08d75e37e81d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637081466524510082&sdata=L7P0NsrEpQ7g9N34FQipujfFWpVO3SQRU0zEQe%2FMNw4%3D&reserved=0
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PAD may be useful for borrowers who use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make 
payments on loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can 
only be established for future payments. 

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This 
form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to 
which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development 
(RD) website at http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search 
for “Form 3550-28.” 

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial 
institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD 
DCFO. 

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost. 
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written 
request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment 
rejections within a three-month period, the preauthorized debt agreement will be cancelled by FSA. 
The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized 
debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date. 

For more information about PAD, contact your local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov 

 
10BEmergency Disaster Declarations and Designations 
Farmers and ranchers know all too well that natural disasters can be a common, and likely a costly, 
variable to their operation. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has emergency assistance programs to 
provide assistance when disasters strike, and for some of those programs, a disaster designation 
may be the eligibility trigger. 

FSA administers four types of disaster designations: 

USDA Secretarial Disaster Designation 

• The designation process can be initiated by individual farmers, local government officials, 
State governors, State agriculture commissions, tribal councils or the FSA State Executive 
Director 

• This designation is triggered by a 30-percent or greater production loss to at least one crop 
because of a natural disaster, or at least 1 producer who sustained individual losses 
because of a natural disaster and is unable to obtain commercial financing to cover those 
losses 

• In 2012, USDA developed a fast-track process for disaster declarations for severe drought. 
This provides for a nearly automatic designation when, during the growing season, any 
portion of a county meets the D2 (Severe Drought) drought intensity value for eight 
consecutive weeks or a higher drought intensity value for any length of time as reported by 
the U.S. Drought Monitor (http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu) 

Administrator’s Physical Loss Notification 

• This designation is initiated by the FSA State Executive Director. 
• The designation is triggered by physical damage and losses because of a natural disaster, 

including but not limited to dead livestock, collapsed buildings, and destroyed farm 
structures. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rd.usda.gov%2Fpublications%2Fregulations-guidelines%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4115d5f4cbc04523c5ab08d75e37e81d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637081466524510082&sdata=x9j%2F7aPOK215agQXgXhV9YBcgx57Kc%2FYg53IQJppSnI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rd.usda.gov%2Fpublications%2Fregulations-guidelines%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4115d5f4cbc04523c5ab08d75e37e81d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637081466524510082&sdata=x9j%2F7aPOK215agQXgXhV9YBcgx57Kc%2FYg53IQJppSnI%3D&reserved=0
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdroughtmonitor.unl.edu%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4115d5f4cbc04523c5ab08d75e37e81d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637081466524520044&sdata=GO7FXh1YqUEIHN9I27IUQvWTHfhRgh%2FbmtN%2F58RqHcc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdroughtmonitor.unl.edu%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4115d5f4cbc04523c5ab08d75e37e81d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637081466524520044&sdata=GO7FXh1YqUEIHN9I27IUQvWTHfhRgh%2FbmtN%2F58RqHcc%3D&reserved=0
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Presidential Designation 

• A Presidential major disaster designation and emergency declaration is initiated by the 
Governor of the impacted state through the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA). 

• This designation is triggered by damage and losses caused by a disaster of such severity 
and magnitude that effective response is beyond the capability of the State and local 
governments. 

Quarantine Designation 

• This designation is requested of the Secretary of Agriculture by the FSA State Executive 
Director. 

• A quarantine designation is triggered by damage and losses caused by the effects of a 
plant or animal quarantine approved by the Secretary under the Plant Protection Act or 
animal quarantine laws. 

All four types of designations immediately trigger the availability of low-interest Emergency loans to 
eligible producers in all primary and contiguous counties. FSA borrowers in these counties who are 
unable to make their scheduled payments on any debt may be authorized to have certain set 
asides. Additional disaster assistance requiring a designation may also be provided by new 
programs in the future. 

For more information on FSA disaster programs and disaster designations, visit 
fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fdisaster%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4115d5f4cbc04523c5ab08d75e37e81d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637081466524520044&sdata=wYQkHThGQnzqyFDnXG54XGMGdRihf1MFLIUw%2B1KqUJ4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fdisaster%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4115d5f4cbc04523c5ab08d75e37e81d%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637081466524520044&sdata=wYQkHThGQnzqyFDnXG54XGMGdRihf1MFLIUw%2B1KqUJ4%3D&reserved=0
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