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USDA Updates Pandemic Assistance for 
Livestock, Poultry Contract Producers and 
Specialty Crop Growers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is updating the 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2) for 
contract producers of eligible livestock and poultry and 
producers of specialty crops and other sales-based 
commodities. CFAP 2, which assists producers who faced 
market disruptions in 2020 due to COVID-19, is part of 
USDA’s broader Pandemic Assistance for Producers 
initiative. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
has set an Oct. 12 deadline for all eligible producers to apply for or modify applications for 
CFAP 2. 
 
Assistance for Contract Producers 
 
The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, provides up to $1 billion for payments to 
contract producers of eligible livestock and poultry for revenue losses from Jan. 1, 2020, 
through Dec. 27, 2020. Contract producers of broilers, pullets, layers, chicken eggs, 
turkeys, hogs and pigs, ducks, geese, pheasants and quail may be eligible for assistance. 
This update includes eligible breeding stock and eggs of all eligible poultry types produced 
under contract. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/2f1e4d7


 
Payments for contract producers were to be based on a comparison of eligible revenue for 
the periods of Jan. 1, 2019, through Dec. 27, 2019, and Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 27, 
2020. Today’s changes mean contract producers can now elect to use eligible revenue 
from the period of Jan. 1, 2018, through Dec. 27, 2018, instead of that date range in 2019 
if it is more representative. This change is intended to provide flexibility and make the 
program more equitable for contract producers who had reduced revenue in 2019 
compared to a normal production year. The difference in revenue is then multiplied by 
80% to determine a final payment. Payments to contract producers may be factored if total 
calculated payments exceed the available funding and will be made after the application 
period closes. 
 
Additional flexibilities have been added to account for increases to operation size in 2020 
and situations where a contract producer did not have a full period of revenue from Jan. 1 
to Dec. 27 for either 2018 or 2019. Assistance is also available to new contract producers 
who began their farming operation in 2020. 

Updates for Sales-Based Commodities    

USDA is amending the CFAP 2 payment calculation for sales-based commodities, which 
are primarily comprised of by specialty crops, to allow producers to substitute 2018 sales 
for 2019 sales. Previously, payments for producers of sales-based commodities were 
based only on 2019 sales, with 2019 used as an approximation of the amount the 
producer would have expected to market in 2020. Giving producers the option to 
substitute 2018 sales for this approximation, including 2018 crop insurance indemnities 
and 2018 crop year Noninsured Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and Wildfire and 
Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus (WHIP+) payments,  provides additional flexibility to 
producers of sales-based commodities who had reduced sales in 2019. 

Grass seed has also been added as an eligible sales commodity for CFAP 2. A complete 
list of all eligible sales-based commodities can be found at 
farmers.gov/cfap2/commodities. Producers of sales-based commodities can modify 
existing applications.   

Applying for Assistance 

Newly eligible producers who need to submit a CFAP 2 application or producers who need 
to modify an existing one can do so by contacting their local FSA office. Producers can 
find their local FSA office by visiting farmers.gov/service-locator. Producers can also 
obtain one-on-one support with applications by calling 877-508-8364. All new and 
modified CFAP 2 applications are due by the Oct. 12 deadline. 

 
USDA Extends Deadline to Apply for Pandemic 
Assistance to Livestock Producers with Animal 
Losses 

http://www.farmers.gov/cfap2/commodities?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is providing 
additional time for livestock and poultry producers to apply 
for the Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program (PLIP). 
Producers who suffered losses during the pandemic due to 
insufficient access to processing may now apply for 
assistance for those losses and the cost of depopulation 
and disposal of the animals through Oct. 12, 2021, rather 
than the original deadline of Sept. 17, 2021. PLIP is part of 

USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. 

PLIP provides payments to producers for losses of livestock or poultry depopulated from 
March 1, 2020 through Dec. 26, 2020, due to insufficient processing access as a result of 
the pandemic. Payments are based on 80% of the fair market value of the livestock and 
poultry and for the cost of depopulation and disposal of the animal. Eligible livestock and 
poultry include swine, chickens and turkeys. 

PLIP Program Details 

PLIP payments are calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible livestock or 
poultry by the payment rate per head, and then subtracting the amount of any payments 
the eligible livestock or poultry owner has received for disposal of the livestock or poultry 
under the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) or a state program. The payments will also be reduced by any 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP 1 and 2) payments paid on the same 
inventory of swine that were depopulated. 

Eligible livestock and poultry producers can apply for PLIP through the Oct. 12, 
2021 deadline by completing the FSA-620, Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program 
application, and submitting it to any Farm Service Agency county office. Additional 
documentation may be required. Visit farmers.gov/plip more information on how to apply. 

To learn more about USDA’s commitment to delivery of financial assistance to farmers, 
ranchers and agricultural producers and businesses who have been impacted by COVID-
19 market disruptions, visit farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance. 

 
USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers 
Facing Inclement Weather 
Severe weather events create significant challenges and 
often result in catastrophic loss for agricultural producers. 
Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may 
suffer losses. USDA offers several programs to help with 
recovery. 

Risk Management 

For producers who have risk protection through Federal 
Crop Insurance or the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to 
remind you to report crop damage to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) office. 

https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/pandemic-assistance/plip?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/plip?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FFederal-Crop-Insurance-Corporation%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd5dd2857de6742595bc308db98388c3c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638271140863833622%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sYgcb%2FYr20NPKmRJmj2Wp9gfc1rmK0qtyNi295zECt8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FFederal-Crop-Insurance-Corporation%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd5dd2857de6742595bc308db98388c3c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638271140863833622%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sYgcb%2FYr20NPKmRJmj2Wp9gfc1rmK0qtyNi295zECt8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd5dd2857de6742595bc308db98388c3c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638271140863989847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2qJQB1gD37CkoP29277wYMOr0uyZLG7toh%2FAIw7VU40%3D&reserved=0


If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage 
and be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice 
of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for 
hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours. 

Disaster Assistance 

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, 
fruit and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk 
management options. 

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of 
the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural 
disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that 
have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering the 
impacts of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) acres. 

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate 
and replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This 
complements NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or 
trees in all cases. 

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed 
losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a 
program application within 90 days. 

Documentation 

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following a weather event. 
Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by taking time 
and date-stamped video or pictures prior to and after the loss. 

Other common documentation options include: 

• Purchase records 
• Production records 
• Vaccination records 
• Bank or other loan documents 
• Third-party certification 

Other Programs 

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can 
assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore 
damaged farmland or forests. 

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are 
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FTopics%2FSpecialty-Crops%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd5dd2857de6742595bc308db98388c3c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638271140863989847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8b5Qgh%2BRbqWs4%2FgSO9noGmxHofAMq8Rn%2FbgpevsqH5o%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FTopics%2FSpecialty-Crops%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd5dd2857de6742595bc308db98388c3c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638271140863989847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8b5Qgh%2BRbqWs4%2FgSO9noGmxHofAMq8Rn%2FbgpevsqH5o%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-indemnity%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd5dd2857de6742595bc308db98388c3c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638271140863989847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0Lc5aiPUtpjsMDYmgJsurRsMywVx8yHR5ZJF7n%2BYvuQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd5dd2857de6742595bc308db98388c3c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638271140863989847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NvR53ZpxA%2Bw12o897M%2FGUROXdDarod2rSCr%2FUlybgS0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd5dd2857de6742595bc308db98388c3c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638271140863989847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NvR53ZpxA%2Bw12o897M%2FGUROXdDarod2rSCr%2FUlybgS0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-forage%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd5dd2857de6742595bc308db98388c3c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638271140863989847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dAC1H5XCDUZ3wNY%2B0j9H7cYWc6T%2BynOZcmNlfdfxoHI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-forage%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd5dd2857de6742595bc308db98388c3c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638271140863989847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dAC1H5XCDUZ3wNY%2B0j9H7cYWc6T%2BynOZcmNlfdfxoHI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fconservation-reserve-program%2Femergency-haying-and-grazing%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd5dd2857de6742595bc308db98388c3c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638271140863989847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xjjZiySbHqAH1n8nAlnmCMQ78SpKhHxxgwnxlWTU9so%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Ftree-assista%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd5dd2857de6742595bc308db98388c3c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638271140863989847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c4nbcrSipLYAkJ0mVfa6b3IzqZHv5%2FCUQqcFYcat4Jg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Femergency-conservation%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd5dd2857de6742595bc308db98388c3c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638271140863989847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nVI5tcQejrXeRK%2B96TOd58Oi4o9XTMFMcDwut18FB2A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-forest-restoration%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd5dd2857de6742595bc308db98388c3c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638271140863989847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NJOaGNVCqVQazYtJprLkk4l4ujXtpQG61XaN8mk4L80%3D&reserved=0


needs.  You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like 
livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial 
resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate 
needs and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water 
resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from 
natural disasters and other causes. 

Additional Resources 

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on 
our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance 
Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help 
you determine program or loan options. 

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file 
a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA 
Service Center. All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that 
restrict in-person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic. 

 
USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover 
Costs for Organic Certification 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that organic producers and handlers can 
apply for USDA funds to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic 
certification through the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP). Applications 
for eligible certification expenses paid between Oct. 1, 2020, and Sept. 30, 2021, are due 
Nov. 1, 2021. 

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of agricultural products 
for the costs of obtaining or maintaining organic certification under the USDA’s National 
Organic Program. Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who have 
paid organic certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Producers 
can be reimbursed for expenses including application fees, inspection costs, fees related 
to equivalency agreement and arrangement requirements, travel expenses for inspectors, 
user fees, sales assessments and postage. 

For 2021, OCCSP will reimburse 50 percent of a certified operation’s allowable 
certification costs, up to a maximum of $500 for each of the following categories or 
“scopes:”   

• crops  
• wild crops  
• livestock  
• processing/handling  
• State organic program fees. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fmain%2Fnational%2Fprograms%2Ffinancial%2Feqip%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd5dd2857de6742595bc308db98388c3c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638271140863989847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rNaEMwb2fuH3x4aJWKsr2sf4l5ViCrn40muoO3U9TVM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Fnoninsured_crop_disaster_assistance_program-nap-fact_sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd5dd2857de6742595bc308db98388c3c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638271140863989847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uHRqjSN%2FUUv52mr9gOGzolJFdVLxhM2N%2FINrbaygiBs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Felap-general-2020-fact-sheet-1.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd5dd2857de6742595bc308db98388c3c%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638271140863989847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0QY46e2GwGtVfTfj7DmH%2BvVRZDkK%2FDgqAceEamlF8z0%3D&reserved=0
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Organic farmers and ranchers may apply through an FSA county office or a participating 
state agency. 

More Information 

To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit the OCCSP 
webpage, visit usda.gov/organic, or contact your local USDA Service Center. 

 
Lenders Can Now Apply for New Heirs’ Property 
Relending Program 
Intermediary lenders can now apply for loans through the new Heirs’ Property Relending 
Program (HPRP). The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is accepting applications 
today through October 29, 2021, and cooperatives, credit unions and nonprofit 
organizations are encouraged to apply for these competitive loans, which ultimately will 
help agricultural producers and landowners resolve heirs’ land ownership and succession 
issues. 

Through HPRP, FSA loans up to $5 million at a 1% interest rate to eligible lenders. Then, 
those eligible lenders will reloan funds to heirs to help resolve title issues by financing the 
purchase or consolidation of property interests and financing costs associated with a 
succession plan. 

How to Apply 

Intermediary lenders should apply by the October 29, 2021 deadline using the HPRP 
application form (FSA-2637), which can be submitted to FSA by mail: 

FSA Deputy Administrator for Farm Loan Programs 
Loan Making Division 
STOP 0522 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20250 

Additionally, FSA will host a webinar on September 15 at 2 p.m. ET for interested lenders, 
who can register or learn more on the FSA Outreach and Education webpage. 

Eligible Lenders 

Intermediary lenders must: 

• be certified as a community development financial institution, and 
• have experience and capability in making and servicing agricultural and 

commercial loans that are similar in nature. 

If applications exceed the amount of available funds, FSA will prioritize applicants that 
both: 
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• have at least 10 years or more of experience with socially disadvantaged farmers; 
and 

• are located in states that have adopted a statute consisting of enactment or 
adoption of the Uniform Partition of Heirs Property Act (UPHPA). A list of these 
states is available at gov/heirs/relending. 

More Information 

Frequently asked questions (including those in Spanish, Thai and Chinese), the August 3, 
2021 overview webinar, and other resources can be found on farmers.gov/heirs/relending. 

After the loans are announced, USDA will distribute information for heirs on how to apply. 
Information for heirs is also on farmers.gov/heirs/relending. 

 
USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm 
Records 

Producers with farmers.gov accounts 
can now access farm records and 
maps online, the latest self-service 
feature added to the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) website. 

You can quickly and easily access your 
land information in real time by desktop 
computer, tablet or phone. Capabilities 

include: 

• View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields, 
CRP acres, land ownership details, and much more; 

• View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical 
or fertilizer providers, and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; 
and 

• Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles. 
The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves 
you time and money. 

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA 
portal for producers, while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user 
experience. A new enhancement expands the scope of accessibility to include farmers 
and ranchers who are members of an entity, as well as people with a power of attorney 
form (FSA-211) on file with FSA. 

Managing USDA Business Online 

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also: 
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• View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents. 

• Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application. 
• View and submit conservation requests. 
• View technical references and submit questions. 
• Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and 

contracts. 
• Report practice completion and request practice certification. 
• View farm loan and interest information (producers only). 

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as 
precision agriculture planting boundaries. 

To access your information, you’ll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to 
farmers.gov. After obtaining an eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and 
sign into the site’s authenticated portal via the Sign In/Sign Up link at the top right of the 
website. Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the recommended 
browsers to access the feature. 

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website 
also has ample information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm 
loans, disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA 
updated the navigation and organization of the site as well as added some new 
webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more 
about these changes. 
 

 

Vermont Farm Service Agency 
356 Mountain View Drive, Suite 104 

Colchester, VT 05446 

Lana Walden, Acting State Executive Director 
lana.walden@usda.gov 

Phone: 802-658-2803 
Fax: 855-794-3676 

Addison County Office 

Tina Williams, Acting County Executive Dir. 
802-771-3027 
tina.williams2@usda.gov  

David Girard, Jr., Farm Loan Manager 
802-771-3031 
david.girard@usda.gov 

Franklin/Grand Isle County Office 

Laurie Locke, County Executive Director 
802-528-4162 
laurie.locke@usda.gov 

Ryan Howrigan, Farm Loan Manager 
802-528-4160 
ryan.howrigan@usda.gov 
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Caledonia/Essex County Office 

Patricia Matte, County Executive Director 
802-424-3146 
patricia.matte@usda.gov 

Rutland/Bennington County Office 

Tina Williams, County Executive Director 
802-775-8034, ext. 111 
tina.williams2@usda.gov 

Chittenden/Washington County Office 

Lawrence Parker, County Executive Director 
802-288-8155, ext. 102 
lawrence.parker@usda.gov 

Windham/Windsor County Offices 

Christine Lary, County Executive Director 
Windham: 802-254-9766, ext. 3032 
Windsor: 802-295-7942, ext. 3168 
chris.lary@usda.gov 

Lamoille/Orleans County Offices 

Heather Mateja, County Executive Director 
Orleans: 802-334-6090, ext. 7016 
Lamoille: 802-888-4935, ext. 3002 (Tues.) 
heather.mateja@usda.gov 

Angela Goodridge, Farm Loan Manager 
802-334-6090, ext. 7003 
angela.goodridge@usda.gov 

 

  

   

 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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