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USDA Provides One-Time Extension of 
Deadline to Update Base Acres or Yield 
History for ARC/PLC Programs 
Farmers Now Have Until March 31 to Update Yields and 
Reallocate Base Acres; Deadline for Choosing Between ARC 
and PLC also Remains March 31 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced today that a one-time 
extension will be provided to producers for the new safety-net 
programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as Agriculture 
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC). The final 
day to update yield history or reallocate base acres has been 
extended one additional month, from Feb. 27, 2015 until  
March 31, 2015.  The final day for farm owners and producers to 
choose ARC or PLC coverage also remains March 31, 2015.   

If no changes are made to yield history or base acres by  
March 31, 2015, the farm's current yield and base will be used.  A 
program choice of ARC or PLC coverage also must be made by  
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March 31, 2015, or there will be no 2014 payments for the farm and 
the farm will default to PLC coverage through the 2018 crop year. 

Nationwide, more than 2.9 million educational postcards, in English 
and Spanish, have been sent to producers, and over 4,100 training 
sessions have been conducted on the new safety-net programs. 
The online tools, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc, allow 
producers to explore projections on how ARC or PLC coverage will 
affect their operation under possible future scenarios.  

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small 
chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard 
seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium 
grain rice (which includes short grain rice), safflower seed, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a 
covered commodity. 

To learn more, farmers can contact their local Farm Service Agency 
county office.  To find your local office visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybee, and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) 
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) provides emergency assistance to 
eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who 
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, 
such as blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural 
disaster assistance programs.  

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under 
the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), loss of purchased 
feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse 
weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an 
eligible drought and additional cost associated with gathering 
livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.                

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an 
eligible adverse weather event, cost of additional feed purchased 
above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather 
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an 
eligible weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and hive 
losses due to eligible adverse weather. 

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of 
normal mortality and/or loss of purchased feed due to an eligible 
adverse weather event. 

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised 
fish losses from October 1, 2014 to September 30, 2015 must file: 

   ·  A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the 
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      loss is apparent or by November 1, 2015 

   ·  An application for payment by November 1, 2015 

The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal 
fiscal year.  

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online: 

   ·    ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  

   ·    ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 

   ·    ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet 

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA 
fact sheet web page at www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets. 

 

 
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)  
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced 
into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock 
owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse 
weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme 
cold.  

For 2015, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2015, and before December 31, 2015. A 
notice of loss must be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is 
apparent.  Participants must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office 
no later than 30 calendar days after the end of the calendar year for which benefits are requested: 

   ·  Proof of death documentation 

   ·  Copy of growers contracts  

   ·  Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, 
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 3%. These 
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” 
conditions. Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2015 must file both of the following: 

   ·  A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent or by  
      January 30, 2016 

   ·  An application for payment by January 30, 2016.  

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/. 
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USDA Enhances Farm Storage Facility Loan Program 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced the expansion of the Farm Storage 
and Facility Loan program, which provides low-interest financing to producers.  The enhanced 
program includes 22 new categories of eligible equipment for fruit and vegetable producers.  

Producers with small and mid-sized operations, and specialty crop fruit and vegetable growers, now 
have access to needed capital for a variety of supplies including sorting bins, wash stations and 
other food safety-related equipment.  A new more flexible alternative is also provided for 
determining storage needs for fruit and vegetable producers, and waivers are available on a case-
by-case basis for disaster assistance or insurance coverage if available products are not relevant or 
feasible for a particular producer.   

Additionally, Farm Storage Facility Loan security requirements have been eased for loans up to 
$100,000.  Previously, all loans in excess of $50,000 and any loan with little resale value required a 
promissory note/security agreement and additional security, such as a lien on real estate.  Now 
loans up to $50,000 can be secured by only a promissory note/security agreement and some loans 
between $50,000 and $100,000 will no longer require additional security. 

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store 
commodities.  Eligible commodities include grains, oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, hay, honey, 
renewable biomass commodities, fruits and vegetables.  Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay 
barns and cold storage facilities for fruits and vegetables.  

Contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov for more about FSA programs and loans, 
including the Farm Storage Facility Loan Program.   

 
FSA Signature Policy 
Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in 
program benefits. The following are FSA signature guidelines: 

   ·  Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which 
      either has an interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been 
      provided to the county office 

   ·  Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, 
       joint ventures, corporations, or other similar entities 

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office.  

 
Special Accommodations  
Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision 
impairment or hearing impairment. If accommodations are required, individuals should contact the 
county FSA office staff directly or by phone. 

 
Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must 
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to 
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repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The 
maximum loan amount is $5000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident 
alien  

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources  
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined 

above  
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance 

and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth 
loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.  

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms. 

 
Beginning Farmer Loans 
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan 
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed 
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:  

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management 

program sponsored by FSA 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. 

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local 
USDA Service Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Selected Interest Rates for March 2015 
90-Day Treasury Bill -  0.125% 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct - 2.500% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct - 3.500% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher - 1.500% 

Emergency Loans - 3.500% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans  (7 years) - 1.750% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years) -   1.875% 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


Commodity Loans 1996-Present (MALs) - 1.250% 

 
Dates to Remember 
March 31 - Last day for landowner ARC/PLC base reallocation and yield updates. 

March 31 - Last day for producer ARC/PLC program election. 

Continuous - CREP sign up  

 
For more information on bulletin subjects or details regarding your GovDelivery subscription with the 
Virginia FSA State Office, contact Dan Mertz at dan.mertz@va.usda.gov or call at 804-287-1548. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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