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Messsage from State Executive Director
“Virginia is for lovers” is our state slogan, and indeed we are lovers…we love
the land! Not only do we love the land, but we love agriculture, as it is the
number one industry in the state of Virginia with an economic impact of $52
billion annually. Livestock dominates our agriculture in Virginia, including
broilers, cattle and calves and turkeys. However, there are several
commodities that are also included on our top 20 list, according to the Virginia
Department of Agriculture, which include grapes, barley apples and
tomatoes. We also love agritourism, one of fastest growing segments of
Virginia’s tourism economy. So if you want to experience “love” in Virginia,
experience Virginia agriculture!
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USDA Climate Hub ‘Energy Generation and
Efficiency’ Building Block
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Through the Agricultural Act of 2014, USDA has several authorities that
encourage the adoption of renewable energy and energy efficiency
technologies. The Energy Generation and Efficiency Building Block supports
energy efficiency improvements in rural homes and on farm operations, for
example, through EQIP’s National On-Farm Energy Initiative. This Building
Block also provides opportunities to reduce Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions
from energy generation and use, for example, through the Rural Energy for
America Program. To learn more about energy generation and efficiency
opportunities from USDA click the following link:
http://www.usda.gov/oce/climate_change/building_blocks/10_EnergyGeneratio
nEfficiency.pdf
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For more information about the USDA Climate Hubs click here:
http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/.
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Organic Producers and Handlers May Apply for Certification
Cost Share Reimbursements; Expanded Eligibility for Transition
and State Certification Cost
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that starting March 20, 2017, organic
producers and handlers will be able to visit over 2,100 USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices to
apply for federal reimbursement to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic or
transitional certification.

USDA reimburses organic producers up to 75 percent of the cost of organic certification, but only about
half of the nation’s organic operations currently participate in the program. Starting March 20, USDA will
provide a uniform, streamlined process for organic producers and handlers to apply for organic cost
share assistance either by mail or in person.
USDA is making changes to increase participation in the National Organic Certification Cost Share
Program (NOCCSP) and the Agricultural Management Assistance Organic Certification Cost Share
Program, and at the same time provide more opportunities for organic producers to access other USDA
programs, such as disaster protection and loans for farms, facilities and marketing. Producers can also
access information on nonfederal agricultural resources, and get referrals to local experts, including
organic agriculture, through USDA’s Bridges to Opportunity service at the local FSA office.
Historically, many state departments of agriculture have obtained grants to disburse reimbursements to
those producers and handlers qualifying for cost share assistance. FSA will continue to partner with
states to administer the programs. For states that want to continue to directly administer the programs,
applications will be due Feb. 17, 2017.
Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who have paid organic or transitional
certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Application fees, inspection costs, fees related
to equivalency agreement/ arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user fees, sales
assessments and postage are all eligible for a cost share reimbursement from USDA.
Once certified, producers and handlers are eligible to receive reimbursement for up to 75 percent of
certification costs each year up to a maximum of $750 per certification scope—crops, livestock, wild
crops and handling. Today’s announcement also adds transitional certification and state organic
program fees as additional scopes.
To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a
local FSA office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Announces Additional Financial Incentives for
Conservation Reserve Program Participants to Improve Forest
Health and Enhance Wildlife Habitat
In an effort to improve wildlife habitat and the health of private forest lands, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced additional incentives available for
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants to actively manage forest lands enrolled in the
program.
Under the provisions of the 2014 Farm Bill, $10 million is available nationwide to eligible CRP
participants. Those selected will be encouraged to thin, prescribe burn or otherwise manage their
forests in order to allow sunlight to reach the forest floor. This will encourage the development of
grasses, forbs and legumes, benefitting numerous species including pollinators and grasslanddependent birds such as the northern bobwhite.
Eligibility is limited to landowners and agricultural producers already enrolled in CRP with conservation
covers primarily containing trees. Incentive payments, not to exceed 150 percent of the cost to
implement a particular customary forestry activity as described, have been established. CRP
participants meeting eligibility requirements and interested in making offers to participate should visit
their local FSA county office.

For more information about FSA conservation programs, visit the FSA office at the local USDA service
center or go to www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation. To locate the nearest FSA office, go to
http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Announces Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in
2017
Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill,
known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can begin
visiting FSA county offices starting Nov. 1, 2016, to sign contracts and enroll for the 2017 crop year. The
enrollment period will continue until Aug. 1, 2017.
Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll by
signing a contract each program year.
If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment period, the producers on that farm will not be eligible
for financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices or farm
revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. Producers
who made their elections in 2015 must still enroll during the 2017 enrollment period.
The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural
producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered
commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum,
lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which
includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.
Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more details regarding these programs, go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.
For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection
Coverage before February 15 Crop Sales Deadline
The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline of February 15 for vegetables, forage crops and
grazed crops.
Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. The 2014 Farm
Bill expanded NAP to include higher levels of protection. Beginning, underserved and limited resource
farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted premiums for
additional levels of protection."
Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and excessive
moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop
insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables,
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy,
and industrial crops.

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of Illinois to create an online tool
at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for federal
crop insurance or NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP basic
coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent
of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected production at
100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics and crops marketed directly to
consumers.
Deadlines for 2017 NAP coverage enrollment and fee for forage, grazed and vegetable crops. To learn
more about NAP visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your
local USDA Service Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.
Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent
lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.

Reporting Organic Crops
Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price and
selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic.
When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.
Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

name of certified individuals
address
telephone number
effective date of certification
certificate number
list of commodities certified
name and address of certifying agent
a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer zone
acreage

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from
organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written
certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of certified
organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.
For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan
Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly,
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans.
PAD payments are pre authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting
Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a
financial institution.
PAD may be useful for borrowers who use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make
payments on loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can only
be established for future payments.
To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This
form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to which
payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development (RD)
website at http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search for “Form
3550-28.”
If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial
institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD DCFO.
PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost.
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written
request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment rejections
within a three month period, the preauthorized debt agreement will be cancelled by FSA. The payment
amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized debit. You are
responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date.
For more information about PAD, contact your local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov

USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and
Additional Lender Category for Small-Scale Operators
Options Help More Beginning, Small and Urban Producers Gain Access to Credit
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of a streamlined version of
USDA guaranteed loans, which are tailored for smaller scale farms and urban producers. The program,
called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a simplified application process to help beginning, small, underserved
and family farmers and ranchers apply for loans of up to $100,000 from USDA-approved lenders to
purchase farmland or finance agricultural operations.
USDA today also unveiled a new category of lenders that will join traditional lenders, such as banks and
credit unions, in offering USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community
Development Financial Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their
customers up to $50,000 of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved
producers. Banks, credit unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers up
to $100,000 to help with agricultural operation costs.

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating
expenses and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can
issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent.
USDA is providing a 90-day period for the public to review and comment on program improvements. To
review program details, visit www.regulations.gov, reference RIN 0560-AI34 and follow the instructions
to submit comments.
More than half of all FSA loans go to new farmers and more than a quarter to underserved borrowers.
FSA also offers loans of up to $5,000 to young farmers and ranchers though the Youth Loan Program.
Loans are made to eligible youth to finance agricultural projects, with almost 9,000 young people now
participating. More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can be found at
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office. To find your nearest office location,
visit http://offices.usda.gov

Selected Interest Rates for January 2017
90-Day Treasury Bill - .375%
Farm Operating Loans — Direct - 2.375%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct - 3.625%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher - 1.50%
Emergency Loans - 3.375%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (3 years) - 1.500%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (5 years - 1.875%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) - 2.250%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years) - 2.375%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years) - 2.500%
Commodity Loans 1996-Present - 1.875%

Dates to Remember
Jan. 17:
Deadline to report 2017 wheat, small grains, fruit trees, bushes, vines and strawberries.
Jan. 30:
Deadline to submit 2016 LIP applications and supporting documentation.
Jan. 31:
Deadline to request 2016 crop peanut Marketing Assistance Loans.
Feb. 15:
Deadline for 2017 NAP coverage enrollment and fee for forage, grazed and vegetable crops.
Continuous:
Submit CREP, Continuous CRP and Grassland CRP enrollment offers.
Continuous:
Submit 2017 contracts to participate in ARC and PLC.

Continuous:
Submit AD-1026 for forest land to be cleared for agricultural use and new ground (hay and pasture) to
be planted to a row crop or vegetable.
Continuous:
Timely report changes in your farming operation to the County Office in writing and update your CCC902 Farm Operating Plan..

For more information on bulletin subjects or details regarding your GovDelivery subscription with the
Virginia FSA State Office, contact Diane Lenoir-Giles at diane.lenoir-giles@va.usda.gov or
call at 804-287-1537.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 8778339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

