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Acting State Executive Director Message 
SPRING PLANTING SEASON IS HERE!  Everyone is starting to 
gear up for the spring planting season for both crops and 
gardens.  As you are making those final planting decisions and 
begin to plant this year’s crops, please remember to make good 
notes about your acreages and how each field is planted.  Good 
records will be a great asset when you visit your county office for 
crop acreage reporting.  Also remember to spend some time 
ensuring your farm equipment is in top running condition before 
planting season gets underway and have a safe planting season!   

 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/18ebbc3
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Virginia FSA Internet  
More Information about 
Virginia FSA programs, 
activities and news can be 
found on the VA FSA Internet 
at  
 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/va 
 
To learn more about FSA 
programs you can also visit 
the National website at 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov 

  

Baled Hay and the Imported Fire Ant 
If you buy, sell, or produce baled hay, check out USDA’s new 
factsheet titled “Questions and Answers: Moving Baled Hay From 
Areas Under Quarantine for Imported Fire Ant.”  This publication 
contains useful information for farmers, ranchers, hay growers, and 
suppliers as they respond to recent wildfires in Colorado, Kansas, 
Oklahoma, and Texas.  Its goal is to help support commerce and 
the movement of hay, while guarding against the further spread of 
the imported fire ant. Click here to open the factsheet. The Web 
address is http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant-health/baled-hay. 

 
CRP Participants Must Maintain 
Approved Cover on Acreages Enrolled in 
CRP and the Farm Programs 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are responsible 
for ensuring adequate, approved vegetative and practice cover is 
maintained to control erosion throughout the life of the contract 
after the practice has been established. Participants must also 
control undesirable vegetation, weeds (including noxious weeds), 
insects and rodents that may pose a threat to existing cover or 
adversely impact other landowners in the area.  

All CRP maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking 
and spraying, must be conducted outside the primary nesting or 
brood rearing season for wildlife, which for Virginia is April 15 
through August 15. However, spot treatment of the acreage may be 
allowed during the primary nesting or brood rearing season if, left 
untreated, the weeds, insects or undesirable species would 
adversely impact the approved cover. In this instance, spot 
treatment is limited to the affected areas in the field and requires 
County Committee approval prior to beginning the spot treatment. 
The County Committee will consult with NRCS to determine if such 
activities are needed to maintain the approved cover.  

Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed control, or for cosmetic 
purposes, is prohibited at all times. 

 

 
MAL and LDP Policy and 2016 Deadline  
The Agricultural Act of 2014 authorized 2014-2018 crop year Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) 
and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs), with a few minor policy changes.   

Among the changes, farm-stored MAL collateral transferred to warehouse storage will retain the 
original loan rate, be allowed to transfer only the outstanding farm-stored quantity with no additional 
quantity allowed and will no longer require producers to have a paid for measurement service when 
moving or commingling loan collateral.   

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/va
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant-health/baled-hay
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant-health/baled-hay


MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and 
other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide producers interim 
financing after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities 
when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, 
but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan 
provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton.  

FSA is now accepting requests for 2016 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest. 
Requests for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective 
commodities. May 31 is the final loan availability date for Corn, Dry Peas, Grain Sorghum, Lentils, 
Mustard Seed, Rice, Safflower Seed, Chickpeas, Soybeans, Sunflower Seed, and Cotton.  

Before MAL repayments with a market loan gain or LDP disbursements can be made, producers 
must meet the requirements of actively engaged in farming, cash rent tenant and member 
contribution.   

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for 
wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas), 
peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can be purchased at the 
posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of commodity 
under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan.  MALs 
redeemed with commodity certificates are not subject to the actively engaged in farming, cash-rent 
tenant, Adjusted Gross Income provisions or the payment limitation.  

To be considered eligible for an LDP, producers must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at their 
local FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be 
submitted when payment is requested.  

The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per individual or entity not to exceed 
$125,000 annually on certain commodities for the following program benefits: price loss coverage 
payments, agriculture risk coverage payments, marketing loan gains (MLGs) and LDPs.  These 
payment limitations do not apply to MAL loan disbursements or redemptions using commodity 
certificate exchange.  

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 2014 Farm Bill, which states that a 
producer whose total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive 
an MLG or LDP. Producers must have a valid CCC-941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The 
AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with commodity certificate exchange.  

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please visit a nearby USDA Service 
Center or FSA’s website www.fsa.usda.gov 

 
Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain 
Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is 
heaped up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases. 

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral 
should remember that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term 
of the loan. 

 

http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eFormsAdmin/CCC0633EZ_140328V03.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


Unauthorized Disposition of Grain 
If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without 
prior written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The 
financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s name will be placed on 
a loan violation list for a two-year period.  Always call before you haul any grain under loan. 

 
Enrollment Period for 2017 Safety Net Coverage (ARCPLC) 
Continues Through Aug. 1 
Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm 
Bill, known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can 
visit their local FSA office to sign contracts and enroll for the 2017 crop year. The enrollment period 
will continue until Aug. 1, 2017.  

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll 
by signing a contract each program year.   

If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment period, the producers on that farm will not be 
eligible for financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices 
or farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. 
Producers who made their elections in 2015 must still enroll during the 2017 enrollment period.  

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to 
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered 
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, 
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more 
details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
FSA Offers Disaster Assistance for Qualifying Tree, Bush and 
Vine Losses 
Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar 
year 2017 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the 
date when the loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent 
disaster program. TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree 
growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters.  

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for 
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.   

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://offices.usda.gov/


been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own 
the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.   

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to 
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres 
annually.  

 
Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production. Loans are available for operating purposes and/or to purchase or improve farms or 
ranches. While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has 
provided priority funding for underserved applicants. An underserved applicant is one of a group 
whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her 
identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual qualities. For purposes of 
this program, underserved groups are women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan 
Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans, and Pacific Islanders. If producers or their spouses believe 
they would qualify as underserved, they should contact their local FSA office for details. FSA loans 
are only available to applicants who meet all eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the 
needed credit elsewhere. 

 
Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program 
FSA borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous disaster areas who are 
unable to make their scheduled FSA loan payments should consider the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) 
program.  

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and is intended 
to relieve immediate and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider setting aside the 
portion of a payment/s needed for the operation to continue on a viable scale.  

Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify.   

Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a complete 
application. The application must include a written request for DSA signed by all parties liable for 
the debt along with production records and financial history for the operating year in which the 
disaster occurred. FSA may request additional information from the borrower in order to determine 
eligibility.   

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA application is 
complete. Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each loan.   

The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, is due on 
or before the final due date of the loan.   

For more information, contact your local FSA farm loan office. 

 
Farm Loan Graduation Reminder  



FSA Direct Loans are considered a temporary source of credit that is available to producers who do 
not meet normal underwriting criteria for commercial banks.   

FSA periodically conducts Direct Loan graduation reviews to determine a borrower’s ability to 
graduate to commercial credit. If the borrower’s financial condition has improved to a point where 
they can refinance their debt with commercial credit, they will be asked to obtain other financing and 
partially or fully pay off their FSA debt.   

By the end of a producer’s operating cycle, the Agency will send a letter requesting a current 
balance sheet, actual financial performance and a projected farm budget. The borrower has 30 days 
to return the required financial documents. This information will be used to evaluate the borrower’s 
potential for refinancing to commercial credit.   

If a borrower meets local underwriting criteria, FSA will send the borrower’s name, loan type, 
balance sheet and projected cash flow to commercial lenders. The borrower will be notified when 
loan information is sent to local lenders.     

If any lenders are interested in refinancing the borrower’s loan, FSA will send the borrower a letter 
with a list of lenders that are interested in refinancing the loan. The borrower must contact the 
lenders and complete an application for commercial credit within 30 calendar days.  

If a commercial lender rejects the borrower, the borrower must obtain written evidence that specifies 
the reasons for rejection and submit to their local FSA farm loan office.   

If a borrower fails to provide the requested financial information or to graduate, FSA will notify the 
borrower of noncompliance, FSA’s intent to accelerate the loan, and appeal rights.  

 
Selected Interest Rates for April 2017 
90-Day Treasury Bill - 05.% 
Farm Operating Loans — Direct - 2.875% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct - 4.0% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher - 1.5% 
Emergency Loans - 3.875% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans  (3 years) - 1.625% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans  (5 years) - 2.000% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans  (7 years) - 2.250% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans  (10 years) - 2.500% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans  (12 years) - 2.500% 
Commodity Loans 1996-Present - 2.000% 

 
Dates to Remember 
May 31: 
Last day to request 2016 crop MAL (commodity loan) for corn, cotton, soybeans and grain sorghum 

July 15: 
Deadline to report 2017 planted Cover Crop, Corn, Cotton, Soybeans, Grain Sorghum, Tobacco, 
Vegetables (non-NAP) and CRP acreage. 



Aug.1: 
Deadline to submit 2017 ARC/PLC Contracts 

Oct. 31: 
Sign Up Deadline for 2017 Organic Certification Cost Share Program 

Continuous: 
Submit AD-1026 for forest land to be cleared for agricultural use and new ground (hay and pasture) 
to be planted to a row crop or vegetables. 

Continuous: 
Timely report changes in your farming operation to the County Office in writing and update your 
CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan. 

Continuous: 
Submit Continuous CRP and Grassland CRP Enrollment Offers. 

 
For more information on bulletin subjects or details regarding your GovDelivery subscription with the 
Virginia FSA State Office, contact Diane Lenoir-Giles at diane.lenoir-giles@va.usda.gov or  
call at 804-287-1537.   

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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