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Trump Administration Appoints Nivin A. 
Elgohary to Serve as State Executive 
Director for USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
in Virginia 
Greetings! I’m Nivin Elgohary and I was recently appointed by the 
Trump Administration to serve as the new State Executive Director 
for the USDA Virginia Farm Service Agency (FSA). My appointment 
began on Nov. 27.  
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Virginia FSA Internet  
More Information about 
Virginia FSA programs, 
activities and news can be 
found on the VA FSA Internet 
at  
 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/va 
 
To learn more about FSA 
programs you can also visit 
the National website at 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov 

  

I began my career in consumer finance and joined the federal 
government in 1999 as a loan specialist with the USDA, Rural 
Utilities Service, Electric Program.  My last position at USDA was 
the Assistant Administrator for the Rural Utilities Service Electric 
Program, where I served as a member of the senior executive 
service, leading policy for programs affecting 42 million electric 
consumers across the country.  I managed a $42 billion loan 
portfolio consisting of 650 borrowers in 46 states.    

Most recently, I worked for CoBank, where I spearheaded a newly 
created bank initiative as the Vice President for Public Private 
Partnerships and was later promoted to Senior Vice President for 
Electric, Water and Community Facilities, focusing on critical 
infrastructure needs, including broadband and assisted living 
facilities, of rural communities.  

I have been really impressed with the experience and commitment 
of the FSA team in Virginia and I am certainly proud to share in 
their success.  I look forward to visiting the county offices in the 
coming months and having the chance to meet with many of our 
borrowers and customers.   

As the new SED, the Virginia FSA team and I will be living by 
Secretary Perdue’s motto for USDA: Do Right and Feed 
Everyone.   

I encourage you to reach out to me any time. I look forward to 
meeting you as I travel around the state to meet with county 
leadership and staff to learn more about the challenges, successes 
and great opportunities with the Virginia Farm Service Agency.    

I wish you all a wonderful holiday season and a joyous and blessed 
2018.  

 
Dairy Producers Can Enroll for 2018 
Coverage 
Secretary Allows Producers to Opt Out  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) today announced that starting Sept. 1, 2017, dairy producers 
can enroll for 2018 coverage in the Margin Protection Program 
(MPP-Dairy). Secretary Sonny Perdue has utilized additional 
flexibility this year by providing dairy producers the option of opting 
out of the program for 2018.  

To opt out, a producer should not sign up during the annual 
registration period. By opting out, a producer would not receive any 
MPP-Dairy benefits if payments are triggered for 2018. Full details 
will be included in a subsequent Federal Register Notice.  The 
decision would be for 2018 only and is not retroactive.    

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/va
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


The voluntary program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides 
financial assistance to participating dairy producers when the 
margin – the difference between the price of milk and feed costs – 
falls below the coverage level selected by the producer.  

MPP-Dairy gives participating dairy producers the flexibility to 
select coverage levels best suited for their operation. Enrollment 
ends on Dec. 15, 2017, for coverage in calendar year 2018. 
Participating farmers will remain in the program through Dec. 31, 
2018, and pay a minimum $100 administrative fee for 2018 
coverage. Producers have the option of selecting a different 
coverage level from the previous coverage year during open 
enrollment.  

Dairy operations enrolling in the program must meet conservation 
compliance provisions and cannot participate in the Livestock 
Gross Margin Dairy Insurance Program. Producers can mail the 
appropriate form to the producer’s administrative county FSA office, 
along with applicable fees, without necessitating a trip to the local 
FSA office. If electing higher coverage for 2018, dairy producers 
can either pay the premium in full at the time of enrollment or pay 
100 percent of the premium by Sept. 1, 2018. Premium fees may 
be paid directly to FSA or producers can work with their milk 
handlers to remit premiums on their behalf.  

USDA has a web tool to help producers determine the level of 
coverage under the MPP-Dairy that will provide them with the 
strongest safety net under a variety of conditions. The online 
resource, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy 
farmers to quickly and easily combine unique operation data and 
other key variables to calculate their coverage needs based on 
price projections. Producers can also review historical data or 
estimate future coverage based on data projections. The secure 
site can be accessed via computer, Smartphone, tablet or any other 
platform, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  

For more information, visit FSA online at www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy or 
stop by a local FSA office to learn more about the MPP-Dairy.   

 

 
2018 Acreage Reporting Deadline Nearing 
The deadline to report your 2018 crop acreage of small grains, wheat, fruit trees, vines, bushes and 
strawberries is January 16, 2018. In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all 
producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by 
the applicable deadline.  

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list 
of county-specific deadlines.    

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy


• If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then 
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring 
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.  

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting 
date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days before 
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.For questions regarding crop certification and crop 
loss reports, please contact your local FSA office.  

 
FSA Offers Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) for Livestock 
Losses due to 2017 Adverse Weather 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) compensates livestock owners and contract growers for 
livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather, including losses due to 
floods, wildfires, hurricanes, blizzards, extreme heat or extreme cold.   

For 2017, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2017, and no later than 60 calendar days 
from the ending date of the applicable adverse weather event. A notice of loss must be filed with 
FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.  Participants must provide the 
following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 90 calendar days after the 
end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.   

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of growers contracts  
• Proof of normal mortality documentation  

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, 
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 3%. These 
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” 
conditions. Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2017 must file both of the following:  

• A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent  
• An application for payment by March 31, 2018.  

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 
Recourse Seed Cotton Loans 
Cotton producers can request a recourse seed cotton loan at their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
office. Due to this year’s large cotton crop and delayed ginning, these seed cotton loans can provide 
interim financing to producers until their cotton is ginned.   

Recourse seed cotton loans are available from the beginning of harvest through March 31, 2018. 
Seed cotton loans must be repaid by May 31, 2018.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster


After the cotton has been ginned, the seed cotton loan is repaid with proceeds from the ginned 
cotton.  

County Offices will provide written or e-mail notification to every Cooperative Marketing Association 
(CMA) or Loan Servicing Agent (LSA) used by the producer to ensure that the proceeds from a 
ginned cotton loan are used to repay a seed cotton loan obligation. Any proceeds obtained from 
LSA or CMA, whether from a loan or Loan Deficiency Payment (LDP), will be jointly payable to the 
producer and to the Commodity Credit Corporation if these proceeds are from a loan for the same 
cotton that is collateral for the seed cotton loan.  

Contact your local FSA office to learn about eligible requirements or to request a seed cotton loan.  

 
The Census of Agriculture is a Producer's Voice, Future, and 
Opportunity 
In December farmers and ranchers across the nation will receive the 2017 Census of Agriculture. 
Producers can mail in their completed census form, or respond online via the improved web 
questionnaire. The online questionnaire has been revised extensively to make it more convenient 
for producers.    

Conducted once every five years, the census of agriculture is a complete count of all U.S. farms, 
ranches, and those who operate them; it is the only source of uniform, comprehensive, and impartial 
agriculture data for every state and county in the nation.   

Farmers and ranchers, trade associations, government, extension educators, researchers, and 
many others rely on census of agriculture data when making decisions that shape American 
agriculture – from creating and funding farm programs to boosting services for communities and the 
industry. The census of agriculture is a producer's voice, future, and opportunity.   

For more information about the 2017 Census of Agriculture, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov or call 
(800) 727-9540. 

 
USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection 
Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines 
The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection 
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline.  

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. The 2014 
Farm Bill expanded NAP to include higher levels of protection. Beginning, underserved and limited 
resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted 
premiums for additional levels of protection."  

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and 
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent 
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, 
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.  

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/


Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting 
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser2017/CropCriteria.aspx.  

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that 
exceed 50 percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their 
expected production at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics 
and crops marketed directly to consumers.  

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service 
Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.    

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. 
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs. 

 
USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit 
Specialty Crop and Diversified Producers  
Free basic coverage and discounted premiums available for new and underserved loan applicants  

Producers who apply for FSA farm loans will be offered the opportunity to enroll in new disaster loss 
protections created by the 2014 Farm Bill.  The new coverage, available from the Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), is available to FSA loan applicants who grow non-insurable 
crops, so this is especially important to fruit and vegetable producers and other specialty crop 
growers. 

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for 
basic loss coverage at no cost, or higher coverage for a discounted premium.  

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that exceed 
50 percent of production.  Covered crops include “specialty” crops, for instance, vegetables, fruits, 
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay, 
forage, grazing and energy crops.  FSA allows beginning, underserved or limited income producers 
to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the normal application closing date when they also 
apply for FSA credit.  

In addition to free basic coverage, beginning, underserved or limited income producers are eligible 
for a 50 percent discount on premiums for the higher levels of coverage that protect up to 65 
percent of expected production at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers also may 
work with FSA to protect value-added production, such as organic or direct market crops, at their 
fair market value in those markets.  Targeted underserved groups eligible for free or discounted 
coverage are American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native 
Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and women.  

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and 
microloans that have a streamlined application process.   

Growers need not apply for an FSA loan, nor be a beginning, limited resource, or underserved 
farmer, to be eligible for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program assistance. To learn more, 

https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser2017/CropCriteria.aspx
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx


visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA office at 
https://offices.usda.gov.  

 
Guaranteed Loan Program 
FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a 
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss 
of principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and 
operating purposes.    

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, 
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.   

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, 
farm chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.   

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary 
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating 
loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 
years.   

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans.  

 
Selected Interest Rates for December 2017 
90-Day Treasury Bill - 1.125% 
Farm Operating Loans — Direct - 2.875% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct - 3.75% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher - 1.5% 
Emergency Loans - 3.75% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans  (3 years) - 1.750% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans  (5 years) - 2.000% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans  (7 years) - 2.250% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans  (10 years) - 2.375% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans  (12 years) - 2.375% 
Commodity Loans 1996-Present - 2.500% 

 
Dates to Remember 
Dec. 15: 
Deadline to elect basic coverage and/or buy-up coverage for 2018 MPP-Dairy and pay 
administrative fee. 

Dec. 25: 
USDA Offices are closed. 

Dec. 31: 
Deadline for 2017 LIP disaster events - Notice of Loss Due (w/in 30 days of loss) 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwNTEzLjQ0OTUwNTUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDUxMy40NDk1MDU1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTI2NTkzJmVtYWlsaWQ9aXNhYmVsLmJlbmVtZWxpc0B3ZGMudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWlzYWJlbC5iZW5lbWVsaXNAd2RjLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://offices.usda.gov


Jan. 1: 
USDA Offices are closed. 

Jan. 2: 
Deadline to report the number and location of honey bee colonies and acreage of maple trees if 
enrolled in 2018 NAP. 

Jan. 16 

Deadline to report your 2018 planted acreage of small grains, wheat, fruit trees, bushes, vines and 
strawberries. 

Continuous: 
Submit CREP and Grassland CRP Enrollment Offers. 

Continuous: 
Submit your AD-1026 prior to forest land being cleared for agricultural use and new ground (hay 
and pasture) to be planted to a row crop or vegetable. 

Continuous: 
Need on farm grain, hay or cold storage, consider FSFL for your storage needs. Contact your local 
FSA Office for more details. 

Continuous: 
Have harvested 2017 grain, cotton or peanuts and in storage, FSA offers marketing assistance 
loans (MAL) for these stored crops.  Contact your local FSA Office for more details. 

 
For more information on bulletin subjects or details regarding your GovDelivery subscription with the 
Virginia FSA State Office, contact Diane Lenoir-Giles at diane.lenoir-giles@va.usda.gov or  
call at 804-287-1537.   

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

mailto:diane.lenoir-giles@va.usda.gov
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