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USDA Resumes Continuous 
Conservation Reserve Program 
Enrollment 
One-Year Extension Available to Holders of Many Expiring 
Contracts through Continuous Signup  

As part of a 33-year effort to protect sensitive lands and improve 
water quality and wildlife habitat on private lands, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) will resume accepting 
applications for the voluntary Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP). Eligible farmers, ranchers, and private landowners can sign 
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http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crp
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up at their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office between June 4 
and Aug. 17, 2018.  

FSA stopped accepting applications last fall for the CRP continuous 
signup (excluding applications for the Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP) and CRP grasslands). This pause 
allowed USDA to review available acres and avoid exceeding the 
24 million-acre CRP cap set by the 2014 Farm Bill. New limited 
practice availability and short sign up period helps ensure that 
landowners with the most sensitive acreage will enroll in the 
program and avoid unintended competition with new and beginning 
farmers seeking leases. CRP enrollment currently is about 22.7 
million acres.   

 

 
USDA Reopens Application Period for Producers Recovering 
from Cattle Loss, Other Disasters 
Signup Begins June 4 for Livestock Indemnity Program and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honey Bees, and Farm-raised Fish  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin accepting disaster assistance program 
applications on June 4 from agricultural producers who suffered livestock, honeybees, farm-raised 
fish and other losses due to natural disasters.   

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is reopening the application period for two disaster assistance 
programs in response to statutory changes made by Congress earlier this year.    

Beginning June 4, FSA will accept new applications for losses for calendar year 2017 or 2018 filed 
under the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) or Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, 
and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). Producers who already submitted applications and received 
decisions on their applications for these years do not need to file again, but they can reapply if they 
have additional losses or their application was disapproved because it was filed late.  

In February, Congress passed the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018, which made several changes to 
these two disaster programs, including:  

• Removing ELAP’s $20 million fiscal year funding cap, enabling FSA to pay producers’ 2017 
applications in full and their 2018 applications as soon as they are approved. 

• Removing the per-person and legal entity annual program payment limitation of $125,000 
for LIP for 2017 and future years. (The income limitation applies as it did before, meaning 
producers with an adjusted gross income of more than $900,000 are not eligible.) 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/livestock-indemnity/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish/index


• Changing LIP to allow producers to receive a payment for injured livestock that are sold for 
a reduced price due to an eligible event. Previously, the program only covered financial loss 
for livestock death above normal mortality.  

Producers interested in LIP or ELAP should contact their local USDA service center. To apply, 
producers will need to provide verifiable and reliable production records and other information about 
their operation.  

Drought, wildfires and other disasters continue to impact farmers and ranchers, and LIP and ELAP 
are two of many programs available through USDA to help producers recover. Learn more at 
https://www.usda.gov/disaster. 

 
2018 Acreage Reporting Dates – Deadline is July 16 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.  

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list 
of county-specific deadlines.  The deadline to report your acreage planted to corn, cotton, CRP, 
grain sorghum, soybeans, tobacco and non-NAP vegetable crops is July 15, 2018.  

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:  

• If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then 
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring 
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting 
date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days before 
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.For questions regarding crop certification and crop 
loss reports, please contact your local FSA office.  

 
USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage (ARCPLC) 
in 2018 
Farmers and ranchers with base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) safety net program may enroll for the 2018 crop year. The enrollment period will 
end on Aug. 1, 2018.   

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers must enroll by 
signing a contract each program year.   

The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enrollment period will not be eligible for 
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or farm 
revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. 

https://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?field_counties_served_target_id=All
https://www.usda.gov/disaster


Producers who made their elections in previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enrollment 
period.  

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to 
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered 
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, 
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more 
details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Report Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
Losses 
The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to 
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur 
due to natural disasters including excessive wind and qualifying drought (includes native grass for 
grazing).   

Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2018 crops. A notice of loss must be 
filed the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 
days of the final harvest date.  

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is 
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, 
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and 
industrial crops.  

For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 
How to Document Flood Losses 
Producers who suffered excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to recent 
floods may be eligible for disaster assistance programs through the USDA Farm Service Agency 
(FSA).   

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) offers payments to eligible producers for livestock death 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and the Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) provides emergency relief for losses 
due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, which are not 
adequately addressed by other disaster programs.  

To participate in LIP, producers will be required to provide verifiable documentation of death losses 
resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA 
office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. To participate in ELAP, 
producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the 
loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and receipts.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap


Producers should record all pertinent information regarding livestock losses due to the eligible 
adverse weather or loss condition, including:  

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock that have died, 
supplemented if possible by photographs or video records of ownership and losses;  

• Rendering truck receipts by kind, type and weight - important to document prior to disposal;  
• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts;  
• Documentation from Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, Department of Natural 

Resources, or other sources to substantiate eligible death losses due to an eligible loss 
condition;  

• Documentation that livestock were removed from grazing pastures due to an eligible 
adverse weather or loss condition;  

• Costs of transporting livestock feed to eligible livestock, such as receipts for equipment 
rental fees for hay lifts and snow removal;  

• Feed purchase receipts if feed supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed;  

For more information on these programs and documentation requirements, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster or contact your local FSA office.   

 
Communication is Key in Lending 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary 
to be a success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan 
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is 
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for 
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s 
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:  

• Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation; 
• Any significant changes to family income or expenses; 
• The development of problem situations; 
• Any losses or proposed significant changes in securityIn addition, if a farm loan borrower 

cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact your farm loan 
staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.For more information on FSA farm loan 
programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov..  

 
Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan 
Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans.   

PAD payments are pre authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting 
Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a 
financial institution.   

PAD may be useful for borrowers who use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make 
payments on loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can 
only be established for future payments.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This 
form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to 
which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development 
(RD) website at http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search 
for “Form 3550-28.”   

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial 
institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD 
DCFO.  

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost. 
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written 
request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment 
rejections within a three month period, the preauthorized debt agreement will be cancelled by FSA. 
The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized 
debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date.  

For more information about PAD, contact your local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov 

 
Selected Interest Rates for June 2018 
90-Day Treasury Bill - 1.75% 
Farm Operating Loans — Direct - 3.625% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct - 4.0% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher - 1.5% 
Emergency Loans - 3.75% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (3 years) - 2.625% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (5 years) - 2.875% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) - 3.000% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years) - 3.000% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years) - 3.000% 
Commodity Loans 1996-Present - 3.250% 

 
Dates to Remember 
Jul. 4: 
USDA Offices Closed for Memorial Day  

Jul. 16: 
2018 acreage reporting deadline for corn, cotton, cover crop, CRP, grain sorghum, peanuts, 
soybeans, tobacco and vegetables. 

Aug. 1: 
Deadline to sign and submit your 2018 ARCPLC Contracts. 

Cont.: 
Submit CREP Offers. 

http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app


Cont.: 
Timely report changes in your farming operation to the County Office to update your payment 
eligibility and your CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan for 2018. 

Cont.: 
Submit your AD-1026 prior to forest land being cleared for agricultural use and new ground (hay 
and pasture) to be planted to a row crop or vegetable. 

Cont.: 
Need on farm grain, hay or cold storage, consider FSFL for your storage needs. Contact your local 
FSA Office for more details. 

 
For more information on bulletin subjects or details regarding your GovDelivery subscription with the 
Virginia FSA State Office, contact Diane Lenoir-Giles at diane.lenoir-giles@va.usda.gov or  
call at 804-287-1537.   

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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