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State Executive Director Message
“Hope for the best, but be prepared for the worst.” We say this
often, but are we really prepared? In the wake of the recent
Hurricane Florence, Virginia FSA would like to encourage our
producers to be aware of the disaster programs that are available
through the Farm Service Agency.
If a disaster creates conservation damage that materially affects the
land’s productive capacity, is so substantial that it cannot be
repaired without federal assistance, and the producer’s costs would
exceed $1000, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) may

804-287-1503
855-621-5866 fax

be of assistance. The damage must also be unusual and not likely
to occur in the same area again.

Hours
Monday - Friday
7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

It is important to call your local Farm Service Agency office to let
them know that you have suffered damage from the natural disaster
so they can visit your farm to evaluate the situation and begin the
process of an Environmental Compliance Review. Before beginning
clean up and applying for assistance through the ECP program, an
Environmental Review is required. This is necessary before the
FSA office can approve cost share or obligate funding.
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Disaster preparedness is a subject that is often overlooked until an
upcoming hurricane, blizzard, or tornado is looming on the horizon.
Do you know where your farm records are stored? Do you know
where your farm insurance policy is located? I would like to
encourage you to keep good records of your farm operations and
store them in a safe place, as well as developing a relationship with
your local FSA office before a disaster strikes.
If you have any questions regarding disaster assistance programs
administered through the Farm Service Agency, or if the recent
Hurricane Florence affected your operation, please contact your
local office today.

USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net
Coverage in 2018
Farmers and ranchers with generic base acres in the Agriculture
Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) safety net
program still have time to enroll for the 2018 crop year. Producers
with generic base acres have until Dec. 7, 2018, to allocate generic
base acres, update yields, make a program election for seed cotton
base acres and enroll farms that formerly contained generic base
acres.
Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-toyear, producers must enroll by signing a contract each
program year.
The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018
enrollment period will not be eligible for financial assistance from
the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or
farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks
established by the program. Producers who made their elections in
previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enrollment period.
The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill
and offer a safety net to agricultural producers when there is a
substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities.
Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small
chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard
seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium
grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower

seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed, wheat and upland
cotton. For more details regarding these programs, go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.
For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local
FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit
https://www.farmers.gov/.

USDA Market Facilitation Program
USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting farmers suffering from damage due
to unjustified trade retaliation by foreign nations. Producers of certain commodities can now sign up
for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP).
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will administer MFP to provide payments to corn, cotton, dairy,
hog, sorghum, soybean, wheat, shelled almond, and fresh sweet cherry producers. An
announcement about further payments will be made in the coming months, if warranted.
The sign-up period for MFP runs through Jan. 15, 2019, with information and instructions provided
at www.farmers.gov/mfp. MFP provides payments to producers of eligible commodities who have
been significantly impacted by actions of foreign governments resulting in the loss of traditional
exports. Eligible producers should apply after harvest is complete, as payments will only be issued
once production is reported.
A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total production, multiplied by the MFP
rate for a specific commodity. A second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the
USDA.
For a list of initial MFP payments rates, view the MFP Fact Sheet.
MFP payments are limited to a combined $125,000 for corn, cotton, sorghum, soybeans, wheat,
shelled almonds, and fresh sweet cherries capped per person or legal entity. MFP payments are
also limited to a combined $125,000 for dairy and hog producers. Applicants must also have an
average adjusted gross income for tax years 2014, 2015, and 2016 of less than $900,000.
Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land and Wetland
Conservation regulations.
Expanded Hog Timeline
USDA has expanded the timeline for producers with whom the Aug. 1, 2018, date does not
accurately represent the number of head of live hogs they own. Producers may now choose any
date between July 15 to Aug. 15, 2018 that correctly reflects their actual operation.
MFP applications are available online at www.farmers.gov/mfp. Applications can be completed at a
local FSA office or submitted electronically either by scanning, emailing, or faxing. To locate or
contact your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and FarmRaised Fish Program (ELAP)

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires,
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.
Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and
additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.
Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event,
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.
Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.
Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 2017 to
Sept. 30, 2018 must file:
•
•

A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by Nov. 1,
2018
An application for payment by Nov. 1, 2018

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:
•
•
•

ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet
ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets.

Organic Certification Cost Share Program
The Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) provides cost share assistance to
producers and handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification
under the National Organic Program (NOP). Certified operations may receive up to 75 percent of
their certification costs paid from Oct. 1, 2017, through Sept. 30, 2018, not to exceed $750 per
certification scope. The application deadline for the 2018 program year is Oct. 31, 2018.
Eligible costs include application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency
agreement/arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments
and postage.
Ineligible costs include equipment, materials, supplies, transitional certification fees, late fees and
inspections necessary to address National Organic Program regulatory violations.

Producers and handlers may submit OCCSP applications to FSA county offices or they may apply
through participating State Agencies, which will be listed at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-andservices/occsp/index as their agreements to administer the program are finalized.
The FSA OCCSP application form is available at USDA's eForms site, by selecting "Browse forms"
and entering "OCCSP" in the "title or keywords" field on the search page.
To learn more about organic certification cost share, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a
local FSA office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov.

Payments to Deceased Producers
In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of
death.
If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to becoming deceased, the following is the order of
precedence of the representatives of the producer:
•
•
•
•
•
•

administrator or executor of the estate
the surviving spouse
surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children
surviving father and mother
surviving brothers and sisters
heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file
a form FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify and
determine that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment
issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a person legally
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application.
If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the
participant who is deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the
legal authority to submit the form to compel FSA to pay the deceased participant.
Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset
regulations for debts owed by the deceased.
FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program
benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared
incompetent.

2019 Acreage Reporting Dates – November 15, 2018 Deadline
to Report Grazed and Forage Crops
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list
of county-specific deadlines. The 2019 crop year acreage reporting deadline for crops that will be
grazed and or harvested as forage is November 15, 2018.
The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:
•
•
•

If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.
If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.
If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,”
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting
date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days before
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.For questions regarding crop certification and crop
loss reports, please contact your local FSA office.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership
Loans
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future
generations.
Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans:
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.
Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends
up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of
the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA
guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment
period for the loan is up to 40 years.
To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot
be used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is
submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation
of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.
For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Loan Servicing

There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to
learn about the options available to you.

Selected Interest Rates for October 2018
90-Day Treasury Bill - 2.0%
Farm Operating Loans — Direct - 3.75%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct - 4.125%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher - 1.5%
Emergency Loans - 3.75%
Farm Storage Facility Loans - (3 years) - 2.750%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (5 years) - 2.750%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) - 2.875%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 year) - 2.875%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years) - 3.000%
Commodity Loans 1996-Present - 3.500%

Dates to Remember
Oct. 31:
Deadline to submit 2018 Organic Certification Cost Share Program applications.
Nov. 1:
2018 ELAP notice of loss and application for payment deadline.
Nov. 15:
Deadline to report forage and grazed acreage for 2019.
Nov. 20:
Deadline to file 2019 NAP Application for Coverage on fruit trees, bushes, strawberries, vines crops,
pay administrative fee.
Dec. 3:
Deadline to enroll in 2019 NAP for honey and maple sap.
Dec. 7:
Deadline to make election and enroll in 2018 ARCPLC for Generic Base Farms.
Cont.:
Submit your AD-1026 prior to forest land being cleared for agricultural use and new ground (hay
and pasture) to be planted to a row crop or vegetable.
Cont.:
Need on farm grain, hay or cold storage, consider FSFL for your storage needs. Contact your local
FSA Office for more details..

For more information on bulletin subjects or details regarding your GovDelivery subscription with the
Virginia FSA State Office, contact Diane Lenoir-Giles at diane.lenoir-giles@va.usda.gov or
call at 804-287-1537.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

