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December 2015 Marked 30th Anniversary for the Nation’s Most
Successful Voluntary Conservation Program
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Farmers are reminded that the general enrollment period for the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) ends on Feb. 26, 2016.
December 2015 marked the 30th anniversary of CRP, a federally
funded program that assists agricultural producers with the cost of
restoring, enhancing and protecting certain grasses, shrubs and
trees to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion and reduce loss
of wildlife habitat.
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As of September 2015, 24.2 million acres were enrolled in CRP.
CRP also is protecting more than 170,000 stream miles with
riparian forest and grass buffers, enough to go around the world 7
times. For an interactive tour of CRP success stories from across
the U.S., visit www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30, or follow on Twitter at
#CRPis30.
Participants in CRP establish long-term, resource-conserving plant
species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as “covers”) to
control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife
habitat on marginally productive agricultural lands. In return, FSA
provides participants with rental payments and cost-share
assistance. At times when commodity prices are low, enrolling
sensitive lands in CRP can be especially attractive to farmers, as it
softens the economic hardship for landowners at the same time
that it provides ecological benefits. Contract duration is between 10
and 15 years. The long-term goal of the program is to re-establish
native plant species on marginal agricultural lands for the primary
purpose of preventing soil erosion and improving water quality and
related benefits of reducing loss of wildlife habitat.
Contracts on 1.64 million acres of CRP are set to expire on Sept.
30, 2016. Producers with expiring contracts or producers with
environmentally sensitive land are encouraged to evaluate their
options under CRP.
Since it was established on Dec. 23, 1985, CRP has:
•
•
•

Prevented more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding,
enough soil to fill 600 million dump trucks;
Reduced nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to
annually tilled cropland by 95 and 85 percent respectively;
Sequestered an annual average of 49 million tons of
greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 million cars off the
road.

Since 1996, CRP has created nearly 2.7 million acres of restored
wetlands.
For more information FSA conservation programs, visit a local FSA
office or www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation. To find your local FSA
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybee, and Farm-Raised Fish
Program (ELAP)
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and FarmRaised Fish Program (ELAP) provides emergency assistance to
eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions,
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such as blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural
disaster assistance programs.
Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under
the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), loss of purchased
feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse
weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an
eligible drought and additional cost associated with gathering
livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.
Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an
eligible adverse weather event, cost of additional feed purchased
above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an
eligible weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and hive
losses due to eligible adverse weather.
Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of
normal mortality and/or loss of purchased feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event.
Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised
fish losses from October 1, 2015 to September 30, 2016 must file:
•
•

A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the
loss is apparent or by November 1, 2016
An application for payment by November 1, 2016

The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal
fiscal year.
The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:
•
•
•

ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet
ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA
fact sheet web page at www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets.

Report Livestock Losses
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced
into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock
owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse
weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme
cold.
For 2016, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2016, and before December 31, 2016. A
notice of loss must be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is

apparent. Participants must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office
no later than 30 calendar days after the end of the calendar year for which benefits are requested:
•
•
•

Proof of death documentation
Copy of growers contracts
Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock,
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 5%. These
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal”
conditions. Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2016 must file both of the following:
•
•

A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent or by January
30, 2017
An application for payment by January 30, 2017.

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up
Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar
year 2015 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the
date when the loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent
disaster program. TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree
growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters.
Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.
To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have
been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own
the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.
If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres
annually.

Farm Storage Facility Loans
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to
build or upgrade storage facilities.
Now is the time to consider the low-interest funds that can be used to build or upgrade permanent
facilities to store commodities. Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans,
oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils,
chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold
storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry

(unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake
and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities
for eligible commodities.
Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and some loans
between $50,000 and $100,000 will no longer require additional security.
Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm
products, and underserved producers.
To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or
contact your local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

Update Your Records
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address
or zip code or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our office.
Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be
reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS programs are required to
timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee in writing and update their
CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan.
If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.

USDA Expands Microloans to Help Farmers Purchase
Farmland and Improve Property
Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to
Land
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin offering farm ownership microloans, creating
a new financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans will be
especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in
farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations.
The microloan program, which celebrates its third anniversary this week, has been hugely
successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, totaling over $373 million to producers
across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as
feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans
have gone to new farmers.
Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

This microloan announcement is another USDA resource for America’s farmers and ranchers to
utilize, especially as new and beginning farmers and ranchers look for the assistance they need to
get started. To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or
contact your local FSA office. To find your nearest office location, please
visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Guaranteed Loan Program
FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss
of principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and
operating purposes.
Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings,
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.
Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel,
farm chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.
FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating
loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40
years.
Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans.

Selected Interest Rates for February 2016
90-Day Treasury Bill - .125%
Farm Operating Loans — Direct - 2.625%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct - 3.875%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher - 1.50%
Emergency Loans - 3.625%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) - 2.000%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years) - 2.125%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years) - 2.250%
Commodity Loans 1996-Present - 1.625%

Dates to Remember

Feb. 16 - 2016 NAP Application for Coverage and basic coverage fee deadline
Feb. 26 - General CRP Sign up deadline
Continuous - Application(s) and supporting documentation for 2016 TAP (trees, bushes or vines)
must be provided within 90 calendar days of the disaster event(s) or loss is
apparent.
Continuous - CREP, Continuous CRP and Grassland CRP Enrollment
Continuous - Submit AD-1026 for forest land to be cleared for agricultural use and new ground
(hay and pasture) to be planted to a crop

For more information on bulletin subjects or details regarding your GovDelivery subscription with the
Virginia FSA State Office, contact Dan Mertz at dan.mertz@va.usda.gov or call at 804-287-1548.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

