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FSA State Director Message 
SCORE Matches Producers to Mentors   

If you are a farmer or rancher, or have agricultural or business experience, join us in 
supporting the next generation and in investing in your local community. Your experiences and 
knowledge as a business owner, agricultural professional, or farmer can provide vital support 
to your community.  

SCORE – score.org - the nation's largest network of volunteer, expert business mentors, is 
looking to expand the field of available agricultural mentors and provide free business 
mentoring to farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural and rural business owners.   

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Claura.craft%40usda.gov%7C5d8c4b05ed844736bae808db9e75e703%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638278001813333635%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r%2BV33ew1WhiguILzfeVT4jmDuoD%2FKUysz0eIqm4iDco%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fsite%2Fnational%2Fhome%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Claura.craft%40usda.gov%7C5d8c4b05ed844736bae808db9e75e703%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638278001813333635%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GI20UUUqsT%2BiAtEWs%2B3nrgI9K2rz2Qt%2Fj8ywpxpDrj4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Claura.craft%40usda.gov%7C5d8c4b05ed844736bae808db9e75e703%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638278001813333635%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sTHtrjKv7hFUkCm6AI1gotdRE6PtAaQhDafHsBtHezs%3D&reserved=0


SCORE is currently looking for volunteers with experience in an agriculture-related field who 
would like to become part of an extended field of volunteers. The organization’s Orientation 
and Mentoring Certification program provides volunteers with everything needed to be a 
successful volunteer. Training includes background about SCORE’s mission and services, as 
well as guidance on how to be a business mentor, including enhancement of listening, 
interviewing and problem-solving skills.   

Current mentors have backgrounds in finance, accounting, marketing, operations, business 
and financial planning. The mentors provide local expertise and free one-on-one business 
mentoring to new and existing farmers and business owners. Together they work through the 
process of starting or maintaining agricultural and rural businesses. No matter what stage a 
business is in, SCORE volunteer mentors can help in developing business plans, navigating 
financing and legal issues, identifying new markets, and other topics, in order to help their 
clients succeed.    

Learn more and sign up to become a mentor today at score.org/usda.  

Dr. Ronald M. Howell, Jr., Virginia FSA State Executive Director 

 

NRCS State Conservationist’s Message 
Farmers, ranchers and forest landowners in Virginia as well as the rest of the nation are well 
aware of their position in the front lines of the battle against adverse effects of climate 
change.  At NRCS, we take the view that this position also represents an opportunity to begin 
delivering climate solutions by implementing “climate-smart” production practices that both 
reduce emissions of greenhouse gases and sequester carbon in the soil.  We’re already many 
miles down the road on this as a department, as the USDA is currently investing more than 
$3.1 billion in 141 projects through its Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities initiative. 
Over a five-year term, these projects will reach an estimated 60,000 American farms covering 
more than 25 million acres.  They will involve every U.S. state, more than 100 colleges and 
universities and more than 20 tribal groups.  They will cover both mitigation (helping convert 
agriculture from a greenhouse gas source to a sink) and adaptation (enhancing producers’ 
ability to weather climate extremes). The ultimate goal is to create or expand hundreds of 
markets and revenue streams for climate-smart producers, building wealth that will stay in our 
rural communities. If you like the sound of that, stay tuned. There’s much more on the way. 

Dr. Edwin Martinez Martinez, NRCS Virginia State Conservationist  

 

USDA To Offer Certificates for Farm Commodities 
Pledged to Marketing Loans  
If you have crops pledged as collateral for a marketing assistance loan, you can now 
purchase a commodity certificate that may be exchanged for the outstanding loan collateral. 
Commodity certificates are available beginning with the 2015 crop in situations where the 
applicable marketing assistance loan rate exceeds the exchange rate. Currently, the only 
eligible commodity is cotton. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) routinely provides agricultural producers with marketing 
assistance loans that provide interim cash flow without having to sell the commodities when 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.score.org%2Fusda%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Claura.craft%40usda.gov%7C5d8c4b05ed844736bae808db9e75e703%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638278001813333635%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p5L2UtOkeUDUN6%2B2Bb92wXkVOStqTgBQf87nYB9ZKpQ%3D&reserved=0


market prices are at harvest time lows. The loans allow you to store and delay the sale of the 
commodity until more favorable market conditions emerge, while also providing for a more 
orderly marketing of commodities throughout the marketing year. 

These loans are considered “nonrecourse” because the loan can be redeemed by delivering 
the commodity pledged as collateral to the government as full payment for the loan upon 
maturity. Commodity certificates are available to loan holders having outstanding nonrecourse 
loans for wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small 
chickpeas), peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds.  These certificates can 
be purchased at the posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for 
the quantity of commodity under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, 
satisfying the loan. 

You may contact the FSA office that maintains your loan or your loan service agent for 
additional information. If you do business with Cooperative Marketing Associations (CMA) or 
Designated Marketing Associations (DMA) , you may contact their respective associations for 
additional information. To learn more about commodity certificates, contact your County 
USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport. 

 

USDA Reminds Producers of Continuous 
Certification Option for Perennial Forage   
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) reminds agricultural producers with perennial 
forage crops of an option to report their acreage once, without having to report that acreage in 
subsequent years, as long as there are no applicable changes on the farm. Interested 
producers can select the continuous certification option after USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) certifies their acreage report.       

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses, 
including perennial crops like mixed forage, birdsfoot trefoil, chicory/radicchio, kochia 
(prostrata), lespedeza, perennial peanuts and perennial grass varieties. To access many 
USDA programs, producers must file an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and 
land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting acreage.    

The perennial crop continuous certification process requires a producer to initially complete an 
acreage report certifying the perennial crop acreage. The producer may select the continuous 
certification option any time after the crop is certified.  Once the continuous certification option 
is selected, the certified acreage will roll forward annually and does not require additional 
action on the producer’s part in subsequent years unless the acreage report changes.     

Once an producer selects continuous certification, then continuous certification is appliable to 
all fields on the farm for the specific crop, crop type and intended use. If continuous 
certification is selected by any producers sharing in the crop, then the continuous certification 
is appliable to fields in which the producer has a share for the specific crop, crop type and 
intended use.      

Producers can opt out of continuous certification at any time. The continuous certification will 
terminate automatically if a change in the farming operation occurs.    

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fpricesupport%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Claura.craft%40usda.gov%7C5d8c4b05ed844736bae808db9e75e703%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638278001813333635%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jxlTdtDSxUnMyKwJYnuOMiNpLzS9NEwmD7c%2FivyPFSE%3D&reserved=0


How to File a Report      

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide:      

• Crop and crop type or variety.    
• Intended use of the crop.    
• Number of acres of the crop.    
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.    
• Planting date(s).    
• Planting pattern, when applicable.    
• Producer shares.    
• Irrigation practice(s).    
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.     
• Other information as required.       

More Information     

Producers can contact their local FSA office to see if their crops are eligible for continuous 
certification or to make an appointment. Producers can make an appointment to report acres 
by contacting their local USDA Service Center.     

 

Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several policy updates for acreage 
reporting for cover crops, revising intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as 
well as updated the definitions of “idle” and “fallow.” 

Reporting Cover Crops: 

Cover crop types can be chosen from the following four categories: 

• Cereals and other grasses 
• Legumes 
• Brassicas and other broadleaves 
• Mixtures 

If the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated 
according to policy guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop and 
the acreage report must be revised to reflect the actual crop. 

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date: 

New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed 
and the crop has already been reported on the farm, have 30 calendar days from the date 
when the new operator or owner acquired the lease on land, control of the land or ownership 
and new producer crop share interest in the previously reported crop acreage. Under this 

https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


policy, appropriate documentation must be provided to the County Committee’s satisfaction to 
determine that a legitimate operator or ownership and producer crop share interest change 
occurred to permit the revision. 

Acreage Reports: 

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, you must timely file acreage reports. 
Failure to file an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in 
ineligibility for future program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more 
than a year after the acreage reporting deadline.   

Reporting Grazing Allotments: 

FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments. You will use form “FSA-
578” to report grazing allotments as animal unit months (AUMs) using the “Reporting Unit” 
field. Your local FSA office will need the grazing period start and end date and the percent of 
public land. 

Definitions of Terms 

FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU) 
(field/subfield) which is not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the definition 
of fallow or skip row. 

Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation where 
cultivated land that is normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a regular 
growing season. 

For more information, contact your County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Know your Final Planting Dates 
All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final 
planting date for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and 
county so please contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines. 
The timely planting of a crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits. 

 

USDA Launches First Phase of Soil Carbon 
Monitoring Efforts through CRP 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is investing $10 million in a new initiative to 
sample, measure, and monitor soil carbon on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres to 
better quantify the climate outcomes of the program. CRP is an important tool in the Nation’s 
fight to reduce the worst impacts of climate change facing our farmers, ranchers, and 
foresters. This initiative will begin implementation in fall 2021 with three partners. Today’s 
announcement is part of a broader, long-term soil carbon monitoring effort across agricultural 
lands that supports USDA’s commitment to deliver climate solutions to agricultural producers 
and rural America through voluntary, incentive-based solutions.     
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These models include the Daily Century Model, or DayCent, which simulates the movement of 
carbon and nitrogen through agricultural systems and informs the National Greenhouse Gas 
Inventory. Data will also be used to strengthen the COMET-Farm and COMET-Planner tools, 
which enable producers to evaluate potential carbon sequestration and greenhouse gas 
emission reductions based on specific management scenarios.     

USDA partners will conduct soil carbon sampling on three categories of CRP practice types: 
perennial grass, trees, and wetlands.     

Perennial grasses: In consultation with USDA, Michigan State University will sample and 
measure soil carbon and bulk density of CRP grasslands (including native grass plantings, 
rangelands, and pollinator habitat plantings) at an estimated 600 sites across the U.S. with a 
focus in the central states during this five-year project. This information will be used to model 
and compare the climate benefits of CRP. Partners include the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, Deveron, an agriculture technology 
company, and Woods End Laboratories.     

Trees: Mississippi State University will partner with Alabama A&M University to collect above 
and below ground data at 162 sites across seven states documenting CRP-related benefits to 
soil and atmospheric carbon levels. Information will help further calibrate the DayCent model. 
This five-year project will focus within the Mississippi Delta and Southeast states.           

Wetlands: Ducks Unlimited and its partners will collect data on carbon stocks in wetland soils 
as well as vegetation carbon levels at 250 wetland sites across a 15-state area in the central 
U.S. Data will support the DayCent and additional modeling. Partners for this five-year project 
include: Migratory Bird Joint Venture, Intertribal Research and Resource Center at United 
Tribes Technical College, Clemson University, Kenyon College, Lincoln University, 
Pennsylvania State University, the University of Missouri, and the University of Texas at 
Austin.      

CRP Monitoring, Assessment, and Evaluation Projects     

These three Climate Change Mitigation Assessment Initiative projects are funded through 
FSA’s program to work with partners to identify Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation 
(MAE) projects to quantify CRP environmental benefits to water quality and quantity, 
wildlife, and rural economies.       

Applications for projects were welcome from all organizations, including 
public, private, nonprofit institutions, and educational institutions including historically Black 
colleges and universities, Tribal colleges and universities and Hispanic-serving institutions or 
organizations.         

For more details on the all the awarded MAE projects, visit the FSA Monitoring Assessment & 
Evaluation webpage.         

About the Conservation Reserve Program         

CRP is one of the world’s largest voluntary conservation programs, with an established track 
record of preserving topsoil, sequestering carbon, reducing nitrogen runoff and providing 
healthy habitat for wildlife.         

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, agricultural producers enrolled in the program agree 
to remove environmentally sensitive land from production and plant species that will improve 
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environmental health and quality. In general, land is enrolled in CRP for 10 to 15 years, with 
the option of re-enrollment. FSA offers multiple CRP signups, including the general signup and 
continuous signup, as well as Grassland CRP and pilot programs focused on soil health and 
clean water. In 2021, producers and landowners enrolled more than 5.3 million acres in CRP 
signups, surpassing USDA’s 4-million-acre goal.        

Earlier this year, USDA announced updates to CRP including higher payment rates, new 
incentives for environmental practices, and a more targeted focus on the program’s role in 
climate change mitigation. This included a new Climate-Smart Practice Incentive for CRP 
general and continuous signups that aims to increase carbon sequestration and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. Climate-Smart CRP practices include establishment of trees and 
permanent grasses, development of wildlife habitat, and wetland restoration. Download 
the “What’s New” fact sheet  to learn more about CRP updates.       

 

Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program Right for You? 
Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves from disasters and 
unforeseen events, but not all crops are insurable through the USDA’s Risk Management 
Agency. The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) provides producers another option to obtain coverage against disaster for these crops. 
NAP provides financial assistance to producers of non-insurable crops impacted by natural 
disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses, or prevents crop planting. 

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not 
available are generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those grown specifically for 
food, fiber, livestock consumption, biofuel or biobased products, or value loss crops such as 
aquaculture, Christmas trees, ornamental nursery, and others. Contact your local FSA office 
to see which crops are eligible in your state and county.  

Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or 
hurricanes, earthquake and flood. These events must occur during the NAP policy coverage 
period, before or during harvest, and the disaster must directly affect the eligible crop. For 
guidance on causes of loss not listed, contact your local FSA county office. 

Interested producers apply for NAP coverage using FSA form CCC-471, “Application for 
Coverage,” and pay the applicable service fee at the FSA office where their farm records are 
maintained. These must be filed by the application closing date, which varies by crop. Contact 
your local FSA office to verify application closing dates and ensure coverage for eligible NAP 
crops. 

At the time of application, each producer acknowledges they have received the NAP Basic 
Provisions, which describes NAP requirements  for coverage. NAP participants must report 
crop acreage shortly after planting and provide verifiable or reliable crop production records 
when required by FSA. 

Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of crops and 
number of counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per 
crop or $825 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a 
producer with farming interests in multiple counties. Premiums also apply when producers 
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elect higher levels of coverage with a maximum premium of $15,750 per person or legal 
entity. 

A producer’s certification on Form CCC-860 Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, 
Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification may serve as an application for basic 
NAP coverage for all eligible crops beginning with crop year 2022.  These producers will have 
all NAP-related service fees for basic coverage waived, in addition to a 50 percent premium 
reduction if higher levels of coverage are elected. 

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started with 
NAP, we recommend you contact your local USDA service center. 

 

FSA Offers Safety Net Programs for Honeybee 
Producers 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) administers two programs that have specific safety net 
benefits for producers of honeybees and honey. The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) and the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised 
Fish Program (ELAP) assist producers when disasters impact honey production or damage or 
destroy colonies, hives, or honeybee feed. 

NAP is designed to reduce financial losses when natural disasters result in lower yields or 
crop losses, including honey. NAP coverage is equivalent to catastrophic insurance, meaning 
it covers up to 50 percent of a producer’s normal yield (must have at least a 50 percent loss) 
at 55 percent of the average market price. The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of 
coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent increments, at 100 
percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and crops marketed directly to 
consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of 
the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected 
production. 

The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per administrative 
county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple 
counties.  

You must apply for NAP coverage by December 1 prior to the year for which you’re seeking 
coverage. 

ELAP covers colony losses, honeybee hive losses (the physical structure) and honeybee feed 
losses in instances where the colony, hive or feed has been destroyed by a natural disaster 
or, in the case of colony losses, because of Colony Collapse Disorder. Colony losses must be 
in excess of normal mortality. 

Both the NAP and ELAP programs require you to report the number of colonies you have in 
production to FSA by Jan. 2, 2024. You must notify FSA within 30 calendar days of changes 
in the total number of colonies or when honeybees are moved to another county.  

For both programs, you must notify FSA within 15 calendar days of when a loss occurs or 
from when the loss is apparent. 
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To learn more about programs for honey and honeybee producers, contact your FSA County 
USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

The Importance of Responding to NASS Surveys 
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts hundreds of surveys every 
year and prepares reports covering virtually every aspect of U.S. agriculture. 

If you receive a survey questionnaire, please respond quickly and online if possible. 

The results of the surveys help determine the structure of USDA farm programs, such as soil 
rental rates for the Conservation Reserve Program and prices and yields used for the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage programs. This county-level data is 
critical for USDA farm payment determinations. Survey responses also help associations, 
businesses and policymakers advocate for their industry and help educate others on the 
importance of agriculture. 

NASS safeguards the privacy of all respondents and publishes only aggregate data, ensuring 
that no individual operation or producer can be identified. 

NASS data is available online at nass.usda.gov/Publications and through the 
searchable Quick Stats database. Watch a video on how NASS data is used 
at youtube.com/watch?v=m-4zjnh26io&feature=youtu.be. 

 

Communication is Key in Lending 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools 
necessary to be successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan 
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is FSA’s 
commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for 
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s 
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following: 

• Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation 
• Any significant changes to family income or expenses 
• The development of problem situations 
• Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, 
contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your County USDA Service Center 
or visit fsa.usda.gov. 
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USDA Launches Loan Assistance Tool to Enhance 
Equity and Customer Service 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) launched a new online tool to help farmers and 
ranchers better navigate the farm loan application process. This uniform application process 
will help to ensure all farm loan applicants receive equal support and have a consistent 
customer experience with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) regardless of their individual 
circumstances.   

USDA experiences a high rate of incomplete or withdrawn applications, particularly among 
underserved customers, due in part to a challenging and lengthy paper-based application 
process. The Loan Assistance Tool is available 24/7 and gives customers an online step-by-
step guide that supplements the support they receive when working in person with a USDA 
employee, providing materials that may help an applicant prepare their loan application in one 
tool.  

Farmers can access the Loan Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-
tool  and clicking the ‘Get Started’ button. From here they can follow the prompts to complete 
the Eligibility Self-Assessment and start the farm loan journey. The tool is built to run on any 
modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on 
mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.   

The Loan Assistance Tool is the first of multiple farm loan process improvements that will be 
available to USDA customers on farmers.gov in the future. Other improvements and tools that 
are anticipated to launch in 2023 include:  

• A streamlined and simplified direct loan application, reduced from 29 pages to 13 
pages.  

• An interactive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and 
electronic signature option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents such 
as tax returns.   

• An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity of 
calling, mailing, or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.  

Background  

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain 
sufficient commercial credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans. With the funds and 
direction Congress provided in Section 22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act, USDA is taking 
action to immediately provide relief to qualifying distressed borrowers whose operations are at 
financial risk while working on making transformational changes to loan servicing so that 
borrowers are provided the flexibility and opportunities needed to address the inherent risks 
and unpredictability associated with agricultural operations.  

 

NRCS Sets RCPP Application Cut-Off Date of Oct. 
13 
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Virginia’s Natural Resources Conservation Service has opened application periods for most 
Regional Conservation Partnership Programs (RCPP) across the state for applicants seeking 
funding in Fiscal Year 2024.  The cutoff date for submitting financial assistance applications to 
NRCS for the RCPP projects listed below will be Oct. 13, 2023.  All applications should be 
filed at the applicable NRCS field office.  Available programs include: 

• Oyster bottom restoration through aquaculture: Focuses on restoring degraded 
oyster habitat in Virginia’s tidal tributaries of the Chesapeake Bay by implementing a 
cost-share partnership between NRCS, the Virginia Marine Resources Commission, 
the Virginia Institute of Marine Science and Virginia oyster producers. Covered 
counties include Accomack, Northampton, Westmoreland, Northumberland, 
Richmond, Lancaster, King William, King and Queen, Middlesex, Mathews, 
Gloucester, New Kent, Henrico, Charles City, James City, Isle of Wight and York. The 
program will also be applicable in the cities of Richmond, Newport News, Hampton, 
Suffolk, Chesapeake, Norfolk, Portsmouth and Virginia Beach. 

• Engaging small AFOs in the nutrient management planning process: This 
initiative is designed to reduce nutrient and sediment transport from small animal 
feeding operations (AFOs) located in Maryland and Virginia's Potomac River Basin. 
Sustainable Chesapeake and its partners will engage Virginia small dairy and beef 
cattle AFOs in the development of comprehensive nutrient management plans. 
Covered counties in Virginia are Page and Rockingham (using the Harrisonburg 
Service Center) and Augusta (using the Verona Service Center). 

• The Virginia Headwaters Restoration Initiative: Trout Unlimited will assist with in-
stream habitat and water quality improvement practices in high-priority headwater 
streams of the upper James River, Shenandoah River and upper South Branch 
Potomac watersheds in Virginia where native brook trout are present. Participants 
eligible to participate in this project must be located within Highland, Bath, Rockbridge, 
Augusta, Rockingham and Shenandoah counties.  Due to required practices and 
Virginia NRCS engineering guidance, applicants must work with Trout Unlimited prior 
to application submission to complete the appropriate project assessment for their 
property. 

• Preserving working farms and securing urban agriculture: Will be led by the 
Capital Region Land Conservancy (CRLC). The project goal is preserving farmland 
and natural wildlife habitats in the area around the city of Richmond.  CRLC will work 
with landowners and NRCS to implement permanent easements within Richmond and 
the counties of Goochland, Powhatan, Hanover, Henrico, New Kent, Charles City and 
Chesterfield. 

 

Selected Interest Rates for August 
90-Day Treasury Bill 5.375% 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 4.875% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 5.00% 



Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.5% 

Emergency Loans 3.75% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans -  (7 years) 4.000% 

Commodity Loans 1996-Present 6.375% 
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