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Census of Agriculture Countdown Begins
for America’s Farmers and Ranchers
America’s farmers and ranchers will soon have the opportunity to
strongly represent agriculture in their communities and industry by
taking part in the 2017 Census of Agriculture. Conducted every five
years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), the census, to be mailed at
the end of this year, is a complete count of all U.S. farms, ranches,
and those who operate them.

The Census of Agriculture highlights land use and ownership,
operator characteristics, production practices, income and
expenditures, and other topics. The 2012 Census of Agriculture
revealed that over three million farmers operated more than two
million farms, spanning over 914 million acres. This was a four
percent decrease in the number of U.S. farms from the previous
Please contact your local FSA census in 2007. However, agriculture sales, income, and expenses
Office for questions specific to increased between 2007 and 2012. This telling information and
your operation or county
thousands of other agriculture statistics are a direct result of
responses to the Census of Agriculture.
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Producers who are new to farming or did not receive a Census of
Agriculture in 2012 still have time to sign up to receive the 2017
Census of Agriculture report form by visiting
www.agcensus.usda.gov and clicking on the ‘Make Sure You Are
Counted’ button through June. NASS defines a farm as any place
from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products were produced
and sold, or normally would have been sold, during the census year
(2017).

New Actively Engaged Provisions for
Non-Family Joint Operations or Entities
Many Farm Service Agency programs require all program
participants, either individuals or legal entities, to be “actively
engaged in farming”. This means participants provide a significant
contribution to the farming operation, whether it is capital, land,
equipment, active personal labor and/or management. For entities,
each partner, stockholder or member with an ownership interest,
must contribute active personal labor and/or management to the
operation on a regular basis.
The 2014 Farm Bill established additional payment eligibility
provisions relating to the farm management component of meeting
“actively engaged in farming”. These new provisions apply to joint
operations comprised of non-family members or partners,
stockholders or persons with an ownership in the farming operation.
Effective for 2016 and subsequent crop years, non-family joint
operations are afforded to one member that may use a significant
contribution of active personal management exclusively to meet the
requirements to be determined “actively engaged in farming”. The
person or member will be defined as the Farm Manager for the
purposes of administering these new management provisions.
In some instances, additional persons or members of a non-family
member joint operation who meet the definition of Farm Manager
may also be allowed to use such a contribution of active personal
management to meet the eligibility requirements. However, under
no circumstances may the number of Farm Managers in a nonfamily joint operation exceed a total of three in any given crop and
program year.

Supervised Credit
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans
from a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Therefore, it is our
goal to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help
borrowers through training and credit counseling.
The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. Through this

process, FSA staff will advise borrowers in developing strategies and a plan to meet your
operation’s goals and graduate to commercial credit. Ultimately, the borrower is responsible for the
success of the farming operation, but FSA’s staff will help in an advisory role to provide the tools
necessary to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances.
For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating purposes and/or to purchase or improve farms or
ranches. While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has
provided priority funding for underserved applicants. An underserved applicant is one of a group
whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her
identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual qualities. For purposes of
this program, underserved groups are women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan
Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans, and Pacific Islanders. If producers or their spouses believe
they would qualify as underserved, they should contact their local FSA office for details. FSA loans
are only available to applicants who meet all eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the
needed credit elsewhere.

USDA Expands Grasslands Conservation Program to SmallScale Livestock Producers
Helping Dairy, Beef and Other Producers Protect Working Grasslands in 43 States
USDA will accept over 300,000 acres in 43 states that were offered by producers during the recent
ranking period for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands enrollment with emphasis
placed on small-scale livestock operations. Through the voluntary CRP Grasslands program,
grasslands threatened by development or conversion to row crops are maintained as livestock
grazing areas, while providing important conservation benefits. Approximately 200,000 of the
accepted acres were offered by small-scale livestock operations.
The most recent ranking period closed on Dec. 16, 2016, and included for the first time a CRP
Grasslands practice specifically tailored for small-scale livestock grazing operations to encourage
broader participation. Under this ranking period and for future periods, small-scale livestock
operations with 100 or fewer head of grazing cows (or the equivalent) can submit applications to
enroll up to 200 acres of grasslands per farm. Larger operations may still make offers through the
normal process. USDA met its goal of 200,000 acres under this small-scale initiative. The new
practice for small-scale livestock grazing operations encourages greater diversity geographically
and in all types of livestock operations. Visit http://go.usa.gov/x9PFS to view the complete list of
acres accepted by state.
Participants in CRP Grasslands establish or maintain long-term, resource-conserving grasses and
other plant species to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat on
marginally productive agricultural lands. CRP Grasslands participants can use the land for livestock
production (e.g. grazing or producing hay), while following their conservation and grazing plans in
order to maintain the cover.

Small livestock operations or other farming and ranching operations interested in participating in
CRP Grasslands should contact their local FSA office. To learn more about FSA’s conservation
programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.

Emergency Disaster Declarations and Designations
Farmers and ranchers know all too well that natural disasters can be a common, and likely a costly,
variable to their operation. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has emergency assistance programs to
provide assistance when disasters strike, and for some of those programs, a disaster designation
may be the eligibility trigger.
FSA administers four types of disaster designations:
USDA Secretarial Disaster Designation
•
•

•

The designation process can be initiated by individual farmers, local government officials,
State governors, State agriculture commissions, tribal councils or the FSA State Executive
Director
This designation is triggered by a 30-percent or greater production loss to at least one crop
because of a natural disaster, or at least 1 producer who sustained individual losses
because of a natural disaster and is unable to obtain commercial financing to cover those
losses
In 2012, USDA developed a fast-track process for disaster declarations for severe drought.
This provides for a nearly automatic designation when, during the growing season, any
portion of a county meets the D2 (Severe Drought) drought intensity value for eight
consecutive weeks or a higher drought intensity value for any length of time as reported by
the U.S. Drought Monitor (http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Administrator’s Physical Loss Notification
•
•

This designation is initiated by the FSA State Executive Director.
The designation is triggered by physical damage and losses because of a natural disaster,
including but not limited to dead livestock, collapsed buildings, and destroyed farm
structures.

Presidential Designation
•
•

A Presidential major disaster designation and emergency declaration is initiated by the
Governor of the impacted state through the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA).
This designation is triggered by damage and losses caused by a disaster of such severity
and magnitude that effective response is beyond the capability of the State and local
governments.

Quarantine Designation
•
•

This designation is requested of the Secretary of Agriculture by the FSA State Executive
Director.
A quarantine designation is triggered by damage and losses caused by the effects of a
plant or animal quarantine approved by the Secretary under the Plant Protection Act or

animal quarantine laws.
All four types of designations immediately trigger the availability of low-interest Emergency loans to
eligible producers in all primary and contiguous counties. FSA borrowers in these counties who are
unable to make their scheduled payments on any debt may be authorized to have certain set
asides. Additional disaster assistance requiring a designation may also be provided by new
programs in the future.
For more information on FSA disaster programs and disaster designations, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

