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New USDA Survey to Measure Areas for 
Improvement 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced a 
new annual survey of farmers, ranchers and private forestland 
owners. The survey will help USDA understand what it is doing well 
and where improvements are needed, specifically at the Farm 
Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) and Risk Management Agency (RMA). 

A selection of 28,000 producers will receive the survey over the 
next few weeks, but all farmers are encouraged to take the survey 
at farmers.gov/survey. 

This survey is part of the President’s Management Agenda. It 
requires High Impact Service Provider agencies across the federal 
government, including FSA and NRCS, to conduct annual surveys 
to measure and respond to areas needing improvement. 

The survey consists of 20 questions and takes approximately 10 
minutes to complete. Responses are confidential, and individual 
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responses will be aggregated. The survey will be open for at least 
six weeks and will be closed once USDA receives a 30% response 
rate. 

Learn more and take the survey at www.farmers.gov/survey. 

 
CRP Emergency Haying and Grazing 
Provisions 
Before haying or grazing eligible acres, producers must submit a 
request for CRP emergency haying or grazing to FSA and obtain a 
modified conservation plan from the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS). 

Emergency grazing is authorized for up to 90 days and emergency 
haying is authorized for up to 60 days. Program participants must 
stop haying and grazing 30 days before the first freeze date in the 
fall based on the dates established for LFP. 

Under the emergency grazing provisions, producers can use the 
CRP acreage for their own livestock or may grant another livestock 
producer use of the CRP acreage. The eligible CRP acreage is 
limited to acres located within the approved county. 

For emergency haying, producers are limited to one cutting and are 
permitted to sell the hay. Participants must remove all hay from 
CRP acreage within 15 days after baling and remove all livestock 
from CRP acreage no later than 1 day after the end of the 
emergency grazing period. There will be no CRP annual rental 
payment reduction for emergency haying and grazing 
authorizations. 

 More Information 

For more information on CRP emergency haying and grazing 
visit fsa.usda.gov/crp or contact your FSA county office. To locate 
your FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. For more disaster 
recovery assistance programs, visit farmers.gov/recover. 

 

 
Additional Commodities Eligible for Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced an initial list of additional commodities that 
have been added to the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP), and that the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) made other adjustments to the program based on comments 
received from agricultural producers and organizations and review of market data. Producers will be 
able to submit applications that include these commodities on Monday, July 13, 2020.  USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting through Aug. 28, 2020, applications for CFAP, which helps 
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offset price declines and additional marketing costs because of the coronavirus pandemic. USDA 
expects additional eligible commodities to be announced in the coming weeks.   

USDA collected comments and supporting data for consideration of additional commodities through 
June 22, 2020. 

Changes to CFAP include: 

• Adding the following commodities: alfalfa sprouts, anise, arugula, basil, bean sprouts, 
beets, blackberries, Brussels sprouts, celeriac (celery root), chives, cilantro, coconuts, 
collard greens, dandelion greens, greens (others not listed separately), guava, kale greens, 
lettuce – including Boston, green leaf, Lolla Rossa, oak leaf green, oak leaf red and red leaf 
– marjoram, mint, mustard, okra, oregano, parsnips, passion fruit, peas (green), pineapple, 
pistachios, radicchio, rosemary, sage, savory, sorrel, fresh sugarcane, Swiss chard, thyme 
and turnip top greens. 

• Expanding for seven currently eligible commodities – apples, blueberries, garlic, potatoes, 
raspberries, tangerines and taro – CARES Act funding for sales losses because USDA 
found these commodities had a 5 percent or greater price decline between mid-January and 
mid-April as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Originally, these commodities were only 
eligible for marketing adjustments. 

• Determining that peaches and rhubarb no longer qualify for payment under the CARES Act 
sales loss category. 

• Correcting payment rates for apples, artichokes, asparagus, blueberries, cantaloupes, 
cucumbers, garlic, kiwifruit, mushrooms, papaya, peaches, potatoes, raspberries, rhubarb, 
tangerines and taro. 

Additional details can be found in the Federal Register in the Notice of Funding Availability 
(NOFA) and Final Rule Correction and at www.farmers.gov/cfap. 

Producers have several options for applying to the CFAP program: 

• Using an online portal, accessible at gov/cfap, allows producers with secure USDA login 
credentials—known as eAuthentication—to certify eligible commodities online, digitally sign 
applications and submit directly to the local USDA Service Center.  New commodities will 
be available in the system on July 13, 2020. 

• Completing the application form using our CFAP Application Generator and Payment 
Calculator found at gov/cfap. This Excel workbook allows customers to input information 
specific to their operation to determine estimated payments and populate the application 
form, which can be printed, then signed and submitted to their local USDA Service 
Center.  An updated version with the new commodities will be available on the website on 
July 13, 2020. 

• Downloading the AD-3114 application form from gov/cfap and manually completing the form 
to submit to the local USDA Service Center by mail, electronically or by hand delivery to an 
office drop box. In some limited cases, the office may be open for in-person business by 
appointment. Visit farmers.gov/coronavirus/service-center-status to check the status of your 
local office. 

USDA Service Centers can also work with producers to complete and securely transmit digitally 
signed applications through two commercially available tools: Box and OneSpan. Producers who 
are interested in digitally signing their applications should notify their local service centers when 
calling to discuss the CFAP application process. You can learn more about these solutions 
at farmers.gov/mydocs.  
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Getting Help from FSA 

New customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP application process can call 877-508-
8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer general assistance. This is a 
recommended first step before a producer engages the team at the FSA county office at their local 
USDA Service Center.  

All other eligibility forms, such as those related to adjusted gross income and payment information, 
can be downloaded from farmers.gov/cfap. For existing FSA customers, these documents are likely 
already on file.   

 
One-Time PLC Yield Updates – Deadline September 30 
Farm owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC yields of covered commodities on the 
farm, regardless of Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)program 
election. The deadline to request a PLC yield update is September 30, 2020.  

The updated yield will be equal to 90 percent of the average yield per planted acre in crop years 
2013-2017 (excluding any year where the applicable covered commodity was not planted), subject 
to the ratio obtained by dividing the 2008-2012 average national yield by the 2013-2017 average 
national yield for the covered commodity. If the reported yield in any year is less than 75 percent of 
the 2013-2017 average county yield, then the yield will be substituted with 75 percent of the county 
average yield. 

The chart below provides the ratio obtained by dividing the 2008-2012 average national yield by the 
2013-2017 average national yield for each covered commodity. 

Covered Commodity National Yield Factor 

Barley 0.9437 

Canola 0.9643 

Chickpeas, Large 1.0000 

Chickpeas, Small 0.9760 

Corn 0.9000 

Crambe 1.0000 

Flaxseed 1.0000 

Grain Sorghum 0.9077 

Lentils 1.0000 

Mustard Seed 0.9460 

Oats 0.9524 
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Peanuts 0.9273 

Peas, Dry 0.9988 

Rapeseed 1.0000 

Rice, Long 0.9330 

Rice, Medium 0.9887 

Rice, Temp Japonica 0.9591 

Safflower 1.0000 

Seed Cotton 0.9000 

Sesame Seed 0.9673 

Soybeans 0.9000 

Sunflower Seed 0.9396 

Wheat 0.9545 

It is the owner’s choice whether to update or keep existing PLC yields.  If a yield update is not 
made, then no action is required to maintain the existing PLC yield.  An existing or updated PLC 
yield will be maintained and effective for crop years 2020 through 2023 (life of the 2018 Farm Bill). 

PLC yields may be updated on a covered commodity-by-covered commodity basis using FSA 
form CCC-867.  

For more information, reference resources and decision tools, visit farmers.gov/arc-plc. Contact 
your local Farm Service Agency Office for assistance – farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

 
USDA Announces Flexibilities for Producers Filing ‘Notice of 
Loss’ for Failed, Prevented Planted AcresHeading 5 Here 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is providing additional flexibilities for producers to file 
on acres with failed crops or crops that were prevented from planting because of extreme weather 
events. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is adding these flexibilities for Notice of Loss on both 
insured and uninsured crops to enable Service Centers to best assist producers.   

Filing for Prevented Planted Acres 

For insured crops, producers who timely filed a prevented planted claim with the reinsurance 
company but filed a Notice of Loss (CCC-576) form after the deadline will be considered timely filed 
for FSA purposes. FSA can use data from the Risk Management Agency (RMA) for accepting the 
report of prevented planting with FSA. If the information is not available through RMA, the producer 
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may also provide proper evidence to FSA that the prevented planted claim was timely filed with the 
reinsurance company. 

For uninsured crops, producers may start a Notice of Loss (CCC-576) by calling their FSA county 
office, or they may print and complete the Notice of Loss (CCC-576) form from home and send to 
their county office. For prevented planted acreage, Notice of Loss forms mailed to the FSA office 
must be postmarked by the final acreage reporting date in the county to be considered timely filed. 
For all prevented planted cases, the Report of Acreage (FSA-578) form and the completed and 
signed Notice of Loss (CCC-576) must be filed by the applicable acreage reporting date. 

Filing for Failed Acres 

For failed acreage of uninsured crops, the Notice of Loss (CCC-576) must be completed, signed 
and verified before the disposition of the crop. 

When to File a ‘Notice of Loss’ 

A Notice of Loss cannot be filed for a crop before the final planting date, but it can be filed before 
completing the crop acreage report. 

More Information 

Producers who miss FSA’s July 15 acreage reporting deadline will not face a late filing fee if filed 
within a month of the deadline. 

For questions, please contact your FSA county office. To locate your FSA county office at your 
Service Center, visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

 
FSA Outlines MAL and LDP Policy 
The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) 
and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs). 

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and 
other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide you with interim 
financing after harvest to help you meet cash flow needs without having to sell your commodities 
when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, 
but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan 
provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton. 

FSA is now accepting requests for 2019 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest. 
Requests for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective 
commodities. 

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for 
wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas), 
peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can be purchased at the 
posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of commodity 
under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan. MALs 
redeemed with commodity certificates are not subject to Adjusted Gross Income provisions. 

https://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eForms/welcomeAction.do?Home=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2020/usda-reminds-producers-to-complete-crop-acreage-reports?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


To be considered eligible for an LDP, you must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at your local 
FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be 
submitted when payment is requested. 

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject to 
payment limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that if your total applicable three-year average AGI 
exceeds $900,000, then you’re not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. You must have a valid CCC-
941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with 
commodity certificate exchange. 

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, contact your local County USDA 
Service Center at fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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