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Dates to Remember

December 24, 2021: USDA Service Centers closed in Observance of Christmas Day.
December 31, 2021: USDA Service Centers closed in Observance of New Years Day.

January 3, 2021: Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance (NAP) deadline for 2022 crop
year for Honey and Maple Sap

January 7, 2022: Deadline to sign up for Organic and Transitional Education and
Cetrtification Program (OTECP)

USDA Builds Pandemic Support for Certified
Organic and Transitioning Operations

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide pandemic assistance to cover
certification and education expenses to agricultural producers who are certified organic or
transitioning to organic. USDA will make $20 million available through the new Organic
and Transitional Education and Certification Program (OTECP) as part of USDA’s
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broader Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative, which provides new, broader and
more equitable opportunities for farmers, ranchers and producers.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, certified organic and transitional operations faced
challenges due to loss of markets, and increased costs and labor shortages, in addition to
costs related to obtaining or renewing their organic certification, which producers and
handlers of conventionally grown commodities do not incur. Transitional operations also
faced the financial challenge of implementing practices required to obtain organic
certification without being able to obtain the premium prices normally received for certified
organic commodities.

Eligible Expenses

OTECP funding is provided through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security
Act (CARES Act). Certified operations and transitional operations may apply for OTECP
for eligible expenses paid during the 2020, 2021 and 2022 fiscal years. For each year,
OTECP covers 25% of a certified operation’s eligible certification expenses, up to $250
per certification category (crop, livestock, wild crop, handling and State Organic Program
fee). This includes application fees, inspection fees, USDA organic certification costs,
state organic program fees and more.

Crop and livestock operations transitioning to organic production may be eligible for 75%
of a transitional operation’s eligible expenses, up to $750, for each year. This includes
fees charged by a certifying agent or consultant for pre-certification inspections and
development of an organic system plan.

For both certified operations and transitional operations, OTECP covers 75% of

the registration fees, up to $200, per year, for educational events that include content
related to organic production and handling in order to assist operations in increasing their
knowledge of production and marketing practices that can improve their operations,
increase resilience and expand available marketing opportunities. Additionally, both
certified and transitional operations may be eligible for 75% of the expense of soil testing
required under the National Organic Program (NOP) to document micronutrient deficiency,
not to exceed $100 per year.

Applying for Assistance

Signup for 2020 and 2021 OTECP will be Nov. 8, 2021, through Jan. 7, 2022. Producers
apply through their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office and can also obtain one-on-
one support with applications by calling 877-508-8364. Visit farmers.gov/otecp to learn
more.

Additional Organic Support

OTECP builds upon USDA'’s Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) which
provides cost share assistance of 50%, up to a maximum of $500 per scope, to producers
and handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification
under the NOP. This year’s application period for OCCSP ended Nov. 1, 2021.

Additionally, USDA’s Risk Management Agency announced improvements to the Whole-
Farm Revenue Program including increasing expansion limits for organic producers to the
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higher of $500,000 or 35%. Previously, small and medium size organic operations were
held to the same 35% limit to expansion as conventional practice producers. Also,
producers can now report acreage as certified organic, or as acreage in transition to
organic, when the producer has requested an organic certification by the acreage
reporting date.

To learn more about USDA'’s assistance for organic producers, visit usda.gov/organic.

As USDA looks for long-term solutions to build back a better food system, the Department
is committed to delivery of financial assistance to farmers, ranchers and agricultural
producers and businesses who have been impacted by COVID-19 market disruptions.
Since USDA rolled out the Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative in March, the
Department has provided support to America’s farmers and ranchers including:

e $18 billion in Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2payments, including a
fourfold increase in participation by historically underserved producers since the
program reopened in April 2021.

¢ Over $35 million in assistance for those who had to depopulate livestock and
poultry due to insufficient processing access (Pandemic Livestock Indemnity

Program).
e Over $7 million to date for the logging and log hauling industry (Pandemic

Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers). Final payments are being
calculated to be disbursed soon.

¢ $1 billion to purchase healthy food for food insecure Americans and build food
bank capacity.
e $350 million in additional dairy assistance related to market volatility.

¢ $500 million deployed through existing USDA programs.

For more details, please visit www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance.

Applying for Beginning Farmer Loans

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural
enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to
eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning
farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
o Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial
management program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

For more information contact, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov.
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Current FSA Loan Interest Rates

Current loan rates as of December 1, 2021

Farm Loan Interest Rates:

Farm Operating - Direct 2.000%
Farm Operating - Microloan 2.000%
Farm Ownership - Direct 3.000%
Farm Ownership - Microloan 3.000%
Farm Ownership - Direct, Joint Financing  2.500%
Farm Ownership - Down Payment 1.500%
Emergency - Amount of Actual Loss 3.000%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL):

3-year FSFL 0.725%
5-year FSFL 1.125%
7-year FSFL 1.500%
10-year FSFL 1.625%
12-year FSFL 1.625%

Please visit the Farm Loan Program webpage for more information.

2021 Farm Service Agency County Committee
Elections Underway

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin mailing ballots this week for the
Farm Service Agency (FSA) county and urban county committee elections to all eligible
agricultural producers and private landowners across the country. Elections are occurring
in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for these committee members who make
important decisions about how federal farm programs are administered locally. To be
counted, producers and landowners must return ballots to their local FSA county office or
be postmarked by Dec. 6, 2021.

Producers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program to be eligible to vote in the
county committee election. A cooperating producer is someone who has provided
information about their farming or ranching operation but may not have applied or received
FSA program benefits. Also, for County Committee elections, producers who are not of
legal voting age, but supervise and conduct the farming operations of an entire farm, are
eligible to vote.

Producers can find out if their LAA is up for election and if they are eligible to vote by
contacting their local FSA county office. Eligible voters who do not receive a ballot in the
mail can request one from their local FSA county office. To find your local USDA Service
Center, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. Visit fsa.usda.gov/elections for more information.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Findex&data=04%7C01%7C%7C55eaf9b6f1c44d05d6df08d9b5c59fb2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637740683801940142%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=WVmywty0gy9C7ekBHOw1BTnfdqWpNyEPuCnksT8yXCk%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Felections&data=04%7C01%7C%7C55eaf9b6f1c44d05d6df08d9b5c59fb2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637740683801950116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=rwB6Bossyy9faakSIqdV5kDM0mwE3m2UeZ2m6lBW54Y%3D&reserved=0

Each committee has from three to 11 elected members who serve three-year terms of
office, and at least one seat representing an LAA is up for election each year. Newly
elected committee members will take office Jan.1, 2022.

Official Web Soil Survey Available — 2021 Soil
Science Annual Data Refreshed in October

Wisconsin farmers and forest landowners rely on one common resource for production of
food, fuel, and fiber—their healthy soil. To help take care of the vital natural resource, many
turn to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation

Service (NRCS) and the Web Soil Survey (WSS). USDA NRCS soil scientists update the official
soils data annually, which is then published on WSS for public use. WSS has been refreshed
as of October 1, 2021 and is available for Wisconsin customers to use.

WSS is the largest public-facing natural resource database in the world. Whether you are
a farm entity that manages 10,000 acres or a private landowner of an acre of forest, you
can use WSS to learn about your soils through customizable maps, properties, and
interpretations. The National Cooperative Soil Survey Program and the WSS is an
endeavor of the NRCS and other federal agencies, state and local governments and
cooperators. It provides a systematic study of the soils in a given area, including the
classification, mapping and interpretation of the soils. Soil types are classified from
physical properties, drawing heavily on the principles of pedology, geology and
geomorphology.

The NRCS released WSS in 2005 to provide better public access to national soils data
and mapping. It is an important tool meant to provide general information, such as soil
type and basic properties, to more complex data and interpretations. The entire Official
Soils Database is refreshed each year to ensure that updated official data and associated
interpretations are available to the public. The annual refresh date was October 1, 2021.

Under the soil survey program mandate, NRCS is charged by congress to inventory the
soils of the U.S., interpret the soils for various uses, publish info to the public and maintain
inventory to meet user needs. NRCS soil scientists across the country continuously work
to improve spatial data and put together a complete suite of soil interpretations and other
products that customers want. Refreshed official soils information includes the results from
soil projects for fiscal year 2021, as well as updated interpretation criteria for several
national interpretations.

Customers can access the official USDA soils data by visiting the Web Soil Survey

(WSS) or Soil Data Access (SDA). Users can use the WSS to create thematic maps, generate
reports, create custom manuscripts and download soils data for area of interest or soil survey
area. Users can use SDA to write custom soil data access queries against the tabular data or
to connect to the soils database with web services.

The WSS serves about 300,000 users a month and over 3.5 million web service requests
a month (122 million a year) through soil data access web services, attracting a large
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audience that includes conservation planners, landscape architects, community planners,
real estate developers, engineers and university researchers.

The WSS is available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, for free. Visit the WSS and click
on the Download Soils Data tab, then choose the State of interest. Individuals interested in
soil related topics may subscribe to email updates through GovDelivery. Individuals can also
e-mail inquiries to SoilsHotline@usda.gov for assistance with the WSS. Questions about soil
data in Wisconsin should be directed to the Wisconsin State Soil Scientist. For more
information on the WSS, visit the Wisconsin NRCS Soils Webpage.

USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans
to Benefit Specialty Crop and Diversified
Producers

Producers who apply for Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans will be offered the
opportunity to enroll in the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). NAP is
available to producers who grow noninsurable crops and is especially important to fruit,
vegetable, and other specialty crop growers.

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could
qualify for basic loss coverage at no cost.

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that
exceed 50 percent of production. Covered “specialty” crops include vegetables, fruits,
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey,
syrup, hay, forage, grazing and energy crops. FSA allows beginning, underserved or
limited income producers to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the normal
application closing date when they also apply for FSA credit.

Producers can also protect value-added production, such as organic or direct market
crops, at their fair market value in those markets. Targeted underserved groups eligible
for free or discounted coverage include American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians,
Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and
women.

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and
microloans that have a streamlined application process.

NAP coverage is not limited to FSA borrowers, beginning, limited resource, or
underserved farmers. Any producer who grows eligible NAP crops can purchase
coverage. To learn more, visit fsa.usda.gov/nap or fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.
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USDA Offers Online Tool for Drought-Stricken
Ranchers to Estimate Compensation for Feed
Transportation Costs

An online tool is now available to help ranchers document and estimate payments to cover
feed transportation costs caused by drought, which are now covered by the Emergency
Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). The U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) updated the program this year to include feed
transportation costs as well as lowered the threshold for when assistance for water
hauling expenses is available. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will begin taking
applications this fall.

The new ELAP Feed Transportation Producer Tool is a Microsoft Excel workbook that
enables ranchers to input information specific to their operation to determine an estimated
payment. Final payments may vary depending on eligibility.

To use the tool, ranchers will need:

e Number of truckloads for this year.

¢ Mileage per truckload this year.

e Share of feed cost this year (if splitting loads).
e Number of truckloads you normally haul.

e Normal mileage per truckload.

e Share of normal feed cost

The tool requires Microsoft Excel, and a tutorial video is available.
Updates to ELAP

ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and
farm-raised fish for losses due to disease, certain adverse weather events or loss
conditions as determined by the Secretary of Agriculture. ELAP now covers feed
transportation costs where grazing and hay resources have been depleted. This includes
places where:

Drought intensity is D2 for eight consecutive weeks as indicated by the U.S. Drought
Monitor; or

Drought intensity is D3 or greater.

The tool calculates the estimated payment for feed transportation assistance, but it is not
an application. Once FSA begins accepting applications later this fall for feed
transportation assistance, ranchers should contact their FSA county office to apply. To
simplify the application process, ranchers can print or email payment estimates generated
by this tool for submission to FSA. The deadline to apply for ELAP, including feed
transportation costs, for 2021 is Jan. 31, 2022.
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdroughtmonitor.unl.edu%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C55eaf9b6f1c44d05d6df08d9b5c59fb2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637740683801989934%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=yfxF41iUioz9u1YaSlv7Hx3totZQJ3%2FTM4rLQEAS0kU%3D&reserved=0

ELAP already covers above normal costs for hauling water to livestock in areas where
drought intensity is D3 or greater on the drought monitor. FSA is also updating ELAP to
also cover water hauling in areas experiencing D2 for eight consecutive weeks, lowering
the threshold for this assistance to be available. Program benefits are retroactive for
2021.

Payment Calculations

USDA will reimburse eligible ranchers 60% of feed transportation costs above what would
have been incurred in a normal year. Producers qualifying as underserved (socially
disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning or military veteran) will be reimbursed for 90%
of the feed transportation cost above what would have been incurred in a normal year.

USDA uses a national cost formula to determine reimbursement costs that will not include
the first 25 miles and distances exceeding 1,000 transportation miles. The calculation will
also exclude the normal cost to transport hay or feed if the producer normally purchases
some feed. For 2021, the initial cost formula of $6.60 per mile will be used (before the
percentage is applied).

Eligibility

To be eligible for ELAP assistance, livestock must be intended for grazing and producers
must have incurred feed transportation costs on or after Jan. 1, 2021. Although producers
will self-certify losses and expenses to FSA, producers are encouraged to maintain good

records and retain receipts and related documentation in the event these documents are

requested for review by the local FSA County Committee.
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