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Dates to Remember 
February 4, 2022: Deadline to sign up for Organic and Transitional Education and 
Certification Program (OTECP) 

February 18, 2022: Dairy Margin Coverage and Supplemental Dairy Margin Coverage 
enrollment deadline. 

February 21, 2022: USDA Service Centers closed in observance of Washington's 
Birthday 

February 25, 2022: Spot Market Hog Pandemic Program (SMHPP) Deadline to apply 

March 1, 2022: Livestock Indemnity Program deadline to submit application for payment 
for 2021 losses 

March 11, 2022: General CRP Sign Up Deadline 

March 15, 2022: ARC/PLC Program Sign Up Deadline 

March 15, 2022: NAP Deadline for all Spring Seeded Annual Crops 

 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/308b8ef
https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/otecp
https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/otecp
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdairy-margin-coverage-program%2Findex&data=04%7C01%7C%7C249999a7111a41415e7708d9e7532116%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795166498684275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Nh5FPTB%2BwdSG8AwVjUJ7nFFjAvqEf2SYAM7EpUxHo94%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/pandemic-assistance/smhpp
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Flivestock_indemnity_program_lip-fact_sheet.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7C249999a7111a41415e7708d9e7532116%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795166498684275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=qQEYeQwG6MpaGoDNgw7Z5EwPxtyrEhkzNrn1AUUWKeQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fconservation-reserve-program%2Findex&data=04%7C01%7C%7C249999a7111a41415e7708d9e7532116%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795166498684275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YckNCeWfxfeAGagfaNKVyweKwzC433D%2F471fslBGhoc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Findex&data=04%7C01%7C%7C249999a7111a41415e7708d9e7532116%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795166498684275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2mKFVW%2BcUlNtzTZf%2BDUE%2F6FwqOnNcgVWflBUWRctEdk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex&data=04%7C01%7C%7C249999a7111a41415e7708d9e7532116%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795166498684275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=GDoGnNip4bZriQKnAYzHlBTHk6ZWGKP9Oq9VnjuoYT0%3D&reserved=0


Disaster Set-Aside Program for Farm Loan 
Borrowers 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) borrowers with farms located in designated primary or 
contiguous disaster areas who are unable to make their scheduled FSA loan payments 
should consider the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) program. 

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and 
relieves immediate and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider setting 
aside the portion of a payment/s needed for the operation to continue on a viable scale. 

Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify.  

Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a 
complete application. The application must include a written request for DSA signed by all 
parties liable for the debt along with production records and financial history for the 
operating year in which the disaster occurred. FSA may request additional information 
from the borrower in order to determine eligibility.  

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA 
application is complete. Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each 
loan.  

The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, 
is due on or before the final due date of the loan.  

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center at or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Producers Urged to Consider NAP Risk 
Protection Coverage Before Crop Sales 
Deadlines 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages you to review available USDA crop 
risk protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, before the crop deadline. The local sales closing 
date for crop insurance is March 15, 2022 for barley, cabbage, corn, cucumbers, dry 
beans, forage seeding, grain sorghum, green peas, hemp, mint, oats, popcorn, potatoes, 
processing beans, soybeans, sweet corn, and whole farm revenue protection. Wisconsin 
Sales Closing deadlines for NAP for all spring seeded crops is also March, 15, 2022.  

If you received a payment under the Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity 
Program+ (WHIP+) or the Quality Loss Adjustment Program (QLA) for crop 
production and/or quality losses occurring in 2018, 2019, or 2020 crop years, you are 
required to meet linkage requirements by obtaining federal crop insurance or Non-Insured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage at the 60/100 level, or higher, for both 
the 2022 and 2023 crop years. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C249999a7111a41415e7708d9e7532116%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795166498684275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=LGvMqDH7Av5yzLiAMNKu0M1iZnBJU1wmPOPdrdVJ1GA%3D&reserved=0


When applying for WHIP+ or QLA, form FSA-895 (Crop Insurance and/or NAP Coverage 
Agreement) was submitted acknowledging the requirement to obtain federal crop 
insurance, if available, or NAP coverage if federal crop insurance is not available. The 
coverage requirement is applicable to the physical location county of the crop that 
received WHIP+ and/or QLA benefits.  

You can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the 
RMA website. 

NAP offers two levels of coverage. Basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the 
average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected 
production.  Higher levels of coverage may be purchased, from 50 to 65 percent of 
expected production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. 
Organic and direct market producers may be eligible for additional price incentives with 
their NAP coverage. 

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per 
producer per county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests 
in multiple counties.   

Beginning, underserved, veterans and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free 
catastrophic level coverage. 

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance 
agents. Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent 
Locator. You can use the USDA Cost Estimator to predict insurance premium costs. 

For more information on NAP, service fees, sales deadlines, contact your local USDA 
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

Qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are eligible for a service fee waiver and premium 
reduction, if the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility criteria. 

 
Current FSA Loan Interest Rates 
Current loan rates as of February 1, 2022. 

Farm Loan Interest Rates: 

Farm Operating - Direct 2.250% 
Farm Operating - Microloan 2.250% 
Farm Ownership - Direct 2.875% 
Farm Ownership - Microloan 2.875% 
Farm Ownership - Direct, Joint Financing 2.500% 
Farm Ownership - Down Payment 1.500% 
Emergency - Amount of Actual Loss 3.250% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL): 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebapp.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2FActuarialInformationBrowser2018%2FCropCriteria.aspx&data=04%7C01%7C%7C249999a7111a41415e7708d9e7532116%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795166498684275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=pR3qkG1NNEMWORwRU9HJYfpZGde96cJjJS%2BmmRb%2Frhs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwebapp.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2FActuarialInformationBrowser2018%2FCropCriteria.aspx&data=04%7C01%7C%7C249999a7111a41415e7708d9e7532116%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795166498684275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=pR3qkG1NNEMWORwRU9HJYfpZGde96cJjJS%2BmmRb%2Frhs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fprodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2FAgentLocator%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C249999a7111a41415e7708d9e7532116%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795166498684275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=30iq9DoarUYp71e8uSfUoikILtbkRp6eVToBTOeB25g%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fprodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2FAgentLocator%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C249999a7111a41415e7708d9e7532116%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795166498684275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=30iq9DoarUYp71e8uSfUoikILtbkRp6eVToBTOeB25g%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fewebapp.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2Fcostestimator%2FDefault.aspx&data=04%7C01%7C%7C249999a7111a41415e7708d9e7532116%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795166498684275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=K2vNdhJnJUumFcvlCrO9o4cayTHd1rHtvAZVnx6%2Fz2w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C249999a7111a41415e7708d9e7532116%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795166498840491%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=H%2FmoMeIOSWPa4d7JblWRnJQIEDYkKmWLOBnJON2%2Bdj4%3D&reserved=0


3-year FSFL 1.125% 
5-year FSFL 1.375% 
7-year FSFL 1.625% 
10-year FSFL 1.625% 
12-year FSFL 1.750% 

Please visit the Farm Loan Program webpage for more information. 

 
USDA Opens 2022 Signup for Dairy Margin 
Coverage, Expands Program for Supplemental 
Production  
 As part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s ongoing efforts to support dairy farmers and 
rural communities, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) opened signup for the 
Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program and expanded the program to allow dairy 
producers to better protect their operations by enrolling supplemental production. This 
signup period – which runs from Dec. 13, 2021 to Feb. 18, 2022 – enables producers to 
get coverage through this important safety-net program for another year as well as get 
additional assistance through the new Supplemental DMC. 

Supplemental DMC will provide $580 million to better help small- and mid-sized dairy 
operations that have increased production over the years but were not able to enroll the 
additional production. Now, they will be able to retroactively receive payments for that 
supplemental production. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) updated how 
feed costs are calculated, which will make the program more reflective of actual dairy 
producer expenses.   

Supplemental DMC Enrollment  

Eligible dairy operations with less than 5 million pounds of established production history 
may enroll supplemental pounds based upon a formula using 2019 actual milk marketings, 
which will result in additional payments. Producers will be required to provide FSA with 
their 2019 Milk Marketing Statement.  

Supplemental DMC coverage is applicable to calendar years 2021, 2022 and 2023. 
Participating dairy operations with supplemental production may receive retroactive 
supplemental payments for 2021 in addition to payments based on their established 
production history.   

Supplemental DMC will require a revision to a producer’s 2021 DMC contract and must 
occur before enrollment in DMC for the 2022 program year. Producers will be able to 
revise 2021 DMC contracts and then apply for 2022 DMC by contacting their local USDA 
Service Center.   

DMC 2022 Enrollment  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Findex&data=04%7C01%7C%7C249999a7111a41415e7708d9e7532116%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795166498840491%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=gH57yK4zeWakMe8rh3mP1nBCnFXiljIPlF4P9agB%2BKs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator


After making any revisions to 2021 DMC contracts for Supplemental DMC, producers can 
sign up for 2022 coverage. DMC provides eligible dairy producers with risk management 
coverage that pays producers when the difference between the price of milk and the cost 
of feed falls below a certain level. So far in 2021, DMC payments have triggered for 
January through October for more than $1.0 billion.   

For DMC enrollment, producers must certify with FSA that the operation is commercially 
marketing milk, sign all required forms and pay the $100 administrative fee. The fee is 
waived for farmers who are considered limited resource, beginning, socially 
disadvantaged, or a military veteran. To determine the appropriate level of DMC coverage 
for a specific dairy operation, producers can use the online dairy decision tool.  

Updates to Feed Costs    

USDA is also changing the DMC feed cost formula to better reflect the actual cost dairy 
farmers pay for high-quality alfalfa hay.  FSA will calculate payments using 100% premium 
alfalfa hay rather than 50%.  The amended feed cost formula will make DMC payments 
more reflective of actual dairy producer expenses.    

 
USDA Announces February 25, 2022, Application 
Deadline for Conservation Stewardship Program  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in 
Wisconsin is now accepting applications for the Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) through February 25, 2022, to be considered for funding in 2022. Through CSP, 
NRCS helps farmers, ranchers and forest landowners earn payments for expanding 
conservation activities while maintaining agricultural production on their land. CSP also 
encourages adoption of new technologies and management techniques.  

Changes in the 2018 Farm Bill authorize NRCS to accept new CSP enrollments 
from 2020‒2023 and makes additional improvements to the program. Some 
highlights include the following.  

• NRCS now enrolls eligible, high-ranking applications based on dollars rather than 
acres.   

• Higher payment rates are now available under the 2018 Farm Bill for certain 
conservation activities, including cover crops and resource conserving crop 
rotations.    

• NRCS now provides specific support for organic and for transitioning to organic 
production activities through CSP.    

While applications are accepted throughout the year, interested producers should submit 
applications to their local NRCS office by February 25, 2022, to ensure their applications 
are considered for 2022 funding.   

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdmc.dairymarkets.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C249999a7111a41415e7708d9e7532116%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795166498840491%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=dMtjJMevMAV4S9boy3kHCyxPLuQ4kCwUkYrKZHlDngA%3D&reserved=0


About the Program  

CSP is offered in Wisconsin through continuous signups. The program provides many 
benefits including increased crop yields, decreased inputs, wildlife habitat improvements and 
increased resilience to weather extremes. CSP is for working lands including cropland, 
pastureland, rangeland, nonindustrial private forestland and agricultural land under the 
jurisdiction of a tribe.    

For additional information about CSP, contact your local service center. USDA Service 
Centers are open for business by phone appointment only and field work will continue with 
appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into the 
office, they will be working with producers by phone, and using online tools whenever 
possible.   

Online services are available to customers with an eAuthentication (eAuth) account, which 
provides access to the farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan 
information and payments and view and track certain USDA program applications and 
payments. An eAuth account is a way for you to interact with USDA websites online. It gives 
you the ability to identify yourself to the USDA via your User ID and password. It permits you 
to access a wide range of USDA applications across the many USDA agencies and their 
services. Customers who do not already have an eAuth account can enroll 
at farmers.gov/sign-in.  

All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with NRCS, Farm Service Agency, 
or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center to schedule a 
phone appointment. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.  

 
Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock 
Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in 
excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals 
reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. 

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that 
livestock deaths were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good 
animal husbandry and management. 

For 2021 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss 
is first apparent. You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your 
local FSA office no later than 60 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which 
the eligible loss condition occurred. 

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of grower’s contracts 

http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator
http://www.farmers.gov/
https://www.farmers.gov/sign-in
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator
https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus


• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible 
livestock, i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 
5%. These established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical 
under “normal” conditions. 

In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by 
March 1, 2022. 

 
USDA Announces Conservation Reserve 
Program Signups for 2022 
Agricultural producers and landowners can sign up soon for the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP), a cornerstone conservation program offered by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) and a key tool in the Biden-Harris 
Administration effort to address climate change and achieve other natural resource 
benefits. The General CRP signup will run from Jan. 31 to March 11, and the Grassland 
CRP signup will run from April 4 to May 13. 

Producers and landowners enrolled 4.6 million acres into CRP signups in 2021, including 
2.5 million acres in the largest Grassland CRP signup in history. There are currently 22.1 
million acres enrolled, and FSA is aiming to reach the 25.5-million-acre cap statutorily set 
for fiscal year 2022.  

CRP Signups  

General CRP helps producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving 
plant species, such as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water 
quality and enhance wildlife habitat on cropland.   

Meanwhile, Grassland CRP is a working lands program, helping landowners and 
operators protect grassland, including rangeland and pastureland and certain other lands, 
while maintaining the areas as working grazing lands. Protecting grasslands contributes 
positively to the economy of many regions, provides biodiversity of plant and animal 
populations and provides important carbon sequestration benefits to deliver lasting climate 
outcomes.   

Alongside these programs, producers and landowners can enroll acres 
in Continuous CRP under the ongoing sign up, which includes projects available through 
the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and State Acres for 
Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE).   

Climate Benefits  

Last year, FSA enacted a Climate-Smart Practice Incentive for 
CRP General and Continuous signups, to better target CRP on addressing climate 
change. This incentive aims to increase carbon sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. CRP’s climate-smart practices include establishment of trees and permanent 



grasses, development of wildlife habitat and wetland restoration. The Climate-Smart 
Practice Incentive is annual, and the amount is based on the benefits of each practice 
type.  

Additionally, in order to better target the program toward climate outcomes, USDA 
invested $10 million last year in the CRP Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation 
(MAE) program to measure and monitor the soil carbon and climate resilience impacts of 
conservation practices over the life of new CRP contracts. This will enable the agency to 
further refine the program and practices to provide producers tools for increased climate 
resilience.   

 
USDA Provides $1.8 Billion to Offset Market 
Fluctuations  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has issued $1.8 billion in payments to 
agricultural producers who enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2020 crop year.  These payments provide critical 
support to help mitigate fluctuations in either revenue or prices for certain crops. These 
two USDA safety-net programs help producers of certain crops build back better after 
facing the impacts of COVID-19 and other challenges.     

In addition, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is encouraging producers to contact their 
local USDA Service Centers to make or change elections and to enroll for 2022 ARC or 
PLC, providing future protections against market fluctuations. The election and enrollment 
period opened on Oct. 18, 2021 and runs through March 15, 2022.    

2020 Payments and Contracts    

ARC and PLC payments for a given crop year are paid out the following fall to allow actual 
county yields and the Market Year Average prices to be finalized. FSA processed 
payments to producers enrolled in 2020 ARC-County (ARC-CO), ARC-Individual (ARC-IC) 
and PLC for covered commodities that triggered for the crop year.     

For ARC-CO, view the 2020 ARC-CO Benchmark Yields and Revenues online 
database for payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity.     

For PLC, payments have triggered for barley, canola, chickpeas (large and small), dry 
peas, flaxseed, lentils, peanuts, seed cotton and wheat. More information on rice 
payments will be announced later this fall and in early 2022.     

For ARC-IC, producers should contact their local FSA office for additional information 
pertaining to 2020 payment information, which relies on producer-specific yields for the 
crop and farm to determine benchmark yields and actual year yields when calculating 
revenues.    

By the Numbers    

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Farcplc-program-data%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C249999a7111a41415e7708d9e7532116%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795166498840491%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=S2ZFyONxzgYqE87n6uAJjivPDn5byC0B8C3CdmEYTuU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Farcplc-program-data%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C249999a7111a41415e7708d9e7532116%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795166498840491%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=S2ZFyONxzgYqE87n6uAJjivPDn5byC0B8C3CdmEYTuU%3D&reserved=0


More than 1.7 million contracts were signed in 2019.  In 2020, producers signed nearly 1.8 
million ARC or PLC contracts, and 251 million out of 273 million base acres were enrolled 
in the programs.  In 2021, signed contracts surpassed 1.8 million.    

Since the ARC and PLC were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and reauthorized by the 
2018 Farm Bill, these safety-net programs have paid out more than $32.5 billion to 
producers of covered commodities.    

2022 Elections and Enrollment     

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-CO or PLC, which are both crop-by-crop, 
or ARC-IC, which is for the entire farm. Although election changes for 2022 are optional, 
producers must enroll through a signed contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-
year contract on the farm and makes an election change for 2022, it will be necessary to 
sign a new contract.      

If an election is not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2022, the election remains the 
same as the 2021 election for crops on the farm.  Farm owners cannot enroll in either 
program unless they have a share interest in the farm.       

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, 
flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, 
sunflower seed, and wheat.      

Web-Based Decision Tools     

In partnership with USDA, the University of Illinois and Texas A&M University offer web-
based decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using 
crop data specific to their respective farming operations. Tools include:     

•  Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University of 
Illinois allows producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for ARC-CO 
and PLC.    

• ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M tallows 
producers to estimate payments and yield updates and expected payments for 
2022.     

Crop Insurance Considerations     

ARC and PLC are part of a broader safety net provided by USDA, which also includes 
crop insurance and marketing assistance loans.     

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact 
eligibility for some crop insurance products.     

Producers on farms with a PLC election have the option of purchasing Supplemental 
Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers 
on farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that 
crop on that farm.     

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffarmdocdaily.illinois.edu%2F2019%2F08%2Fintroducing-the-gardner-farmdoc-payment-calculator.html%2522%2520%2Ft%2520%2522_blank&data=04%7C01%7C%7C249999a7111a41415e7708d9e7532116%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795166498840491%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Jy5tfjvjiKn7BFpGevufmKgfGDQL%2F4ZLwuBhGolHrWk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afpc.tamu.edu%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C249999a7111a41415e7708d9e7532116%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637795166498840491%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=hErLArrawkAOuV7kxhq06Gu3Eqxbj0jdvMXiR6UrDCc%3D&reserved=0


Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.  
Producers may add ECO regardless of the farm program election.    

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are 
ineligible for the stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for 
that farm.      

More Information      

For more information on ARC and PLC, visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact your 
local USDA Service Center.    
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