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Wisconsin Farm Service Agency - December 2023   

• Dates to Remember 
• Reminder: Discrimination Financial Assistance Program 
• USDA Reminds Specialty Crop Growers of Deadline to Apply for 

Assistance for 2023 On-Farm Food Safety Expenses 
• Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage Programs Receive 

2018 Farm Bill One Year Extension, Farmers Can Now Enroll for the 
2024 Crop Year 

• Drought Resources for Wisconsin Farmers 

 

Dates to Remember 
December 25, 2023: USDA Service Centers Closed in Observance of Christmas Day. 

December 31, 2023: Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Closing 
Deadlines for Maple Sap and Honey. 

January 1, 2024: USDA Service Centers Closed in Observance of New Year's Day. 

January 2, 2024: Deadline to submit initial honeybee colony reports for calendar year 
2024 

January 13, 2024: Applications due for Section 22007 of the Inflation Reduction Act 
(IRA). 

January 15, 2024: USDA Service Centers Closed in Observance of the Birthday of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

January 30, 2024: Final date to submit Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
applications for 2023 grazing losses due to drought. 

January 30, 2024: Final date to submit a Notice of Loss and application for payment for 
the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm Raised Fish Program 
(ELAP) 

 

Reminder: Discrimination Financial Assistance 
Program 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/38098a6
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.detra%40usda.gov%7C46d276f653cb4c5b0e5808dc017ec093%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638386891690903148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HC2%2BnXLn6So8%2BWG21TJgOn665%2BtNtGvE4rdmRzoCHhM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/loans/inflation-reduction-investments/assistance-experienced-discrimination
https://www.farmers.gov/loans/inflation-reduction-investments/assistance-experienced-discrimination
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Ffsa_lfp_livestockforageprogramfactsheet_2022.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.detra%40usda.gov%7C46d276f653cb4c5b0e5808dc017ec093%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638386891690903148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Rgak7scVUHyR1mnQt8QtLo80FpZatTvGf4H%2F0F%2BvMKM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Femergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish%2Findex&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.detra%40usda.gov%7C46d276f653cb4c5b0e5808dc017ec093%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638386891690903148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F%2FLL4sih133nKPv3JGxEiuBilhOH0OrQrN0bSgFCG38%3D&reserved=0
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USDA continues to accept applications for assistance through the Discrimination Financial 
Assistance Program for STATE farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners who 
experienced discrimination in USDA farm lending programs prior to January 2021. The 
application process will close on January 13, 2024. Borrowers have the option to apply for 
assistance online via 22007apply.gov or through a paper-based form. 

Details about the program, including an application and e-filing portal, are available at 
22007apply.gov. The website includes an English and Spanish language application that 
applicants can download or submit via an e-filing portal, information on how to obtain 
technical assistance in-person or virtually, and additional resources and details about the 
program. 

Applicants can also call a free call center at 1-800-721-0970 or visit one of several dozen 
brick-and-mortar offices the program has set up around the country. Locations are 
provided on the program website and vendors will update the local events schedule with 
more information as it becomes available. 

Several entities are involved in the Discrimination Financial Assistance Program, with 
varying roles and responsibilities. The National Administrator and Regional Hubs are 
responsible for conducting outreach, assisting with the financial assistance application 
process, processing applications, managing program call centers, and operating local 
offices. Additional outreach and application support is provided by trusted community 
groups. These groups include AgrAbility, the Farmer Veteran Coalition, Farmers’ Legal 
Action Group, Federation of Southern Cooperatives, Intertribal Agriculture Council, Land 
Loss Prevention Program, National Young Farmers Coalition, and Rural Coalition. 

It is important to note that filing an application is FREE and does not require a lawyer. 

If you want to get weekly updates on the program’s events and progress, you can go to 
https://22007apply.gov, and subscribe to a weekly newsletter. 

 

USDA Reminds Specialty Crop Growers of 
Deadline to Apply for Assistance for 2023 On-
Farm Food Safety Expenses 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) reminds specialty crop growers that 
assistance is available for producers who incur eligible on-farm food safety program 
expenses to obtain or renew a food safety certification through the Food Safety 
Certification for Specialty Crops (FSCSC) program. Producers can apply for assistance on 
their calendar year 2023 expenses through Jan. 31, 2024.  

Program Details   

FSCSC assists specialty crop operations that incurred eligible on-farm food safety 
certification and related expenses pertaining to obtaining or renewing a food safety 
certification in calendar year 2023. FSCSC covers a percentage of the specialty crop 

https://22007apply.gov/


operation’s cost of obtaining or renewing its certification, as well as a portion of related 
expenses.  

To be eligible for FSCSC, the applicant must be a specialty crop operation; meet the 
definition of a small business or very small business; and have paid eligible expenses 
related to the 2023 certification.  

Specialty crop operations may receive assistance for the following costs:  

• Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification. 
• Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan. 
• Food safety certification. 
• Certification upload fees. 
• Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water. 

FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each category of eligible costs. A higher 
payment rate has been set for socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning and 
veteran farmers and ranchers. Details about the payment rates and limitations can be 
found at farmers.gov/food-safety.  

Applying for Assistance   

The FSCSC application period for 2023 closes Jan. 31, 2024. FSA will issue payments 
after the application period closes. If calculated payments exceed the amount of available 
funding, payments will be prorated.  

Interested specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888, Food Safety 
Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) application. The application, along with 
other required documents, can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service 
Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means.  

Specialty crop producers can also call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA 
employee ready to assist. Visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details, 
eligibility information and forms needed to apply.  

 

Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss 
Coverage Programs Receive 2018 Farm Bill One 
Year Extension, Farmers Can Now Enroll for the 
2024 Crop Year 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that agricultural producers 
can now enroll in the Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and 
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2024 crop year. Producers can enroll and 
make election changes for the 2024 crop year starting Dec. 18, 2023. The deadline to 
complete enrollment and any election change is March 15, 2024.   

http://www.farmers.gov/food-safety
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Findex&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.detra%40usda.gov%7C46d276f653cb4c5b0e5808dc017ec093%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638386891691059414%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=czSJumdr1OWDSM56X5U1rMRtGFNOG4pJvtquW1%2Fcp0M%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Findex&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.detra%40usda.gov%7C46d276f653cb4c5b0e5808dc017ec093%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638386891691059414%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=czSJumdr1OWDSM56X5U1rMRtGFNOG4pJvtquW1%2Fcp0M%3D&reserved=0


On Nov. 16, 2023, President Biden signed into law H.R. 6363, the Further Continuing 
Appropriations and Other Extensions Act, 2024 (Pub. L. 118-22), which extended 
the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018 (Pub. L. 115-334), more commonly known as the 
2018 Farm Bill, through September 30, 2024. This extension allows authorized programs, 
including ARC and PLC, to continue operating. 

2024 Elections and Enrollment     

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County (ARC-CO) or PLC, which provide 
crop-by-crop protection, or ARC-Individual (ARC-IC), which protects the entire farm. 
Although election changes for 2024 are optional, producers must enroll through a signed 
contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-year contract on the farm it will continue 
for 2024 unless an election change is made.      

If producers do not submit their election revision by the March 15, 2024, deadline, their 
election remains the same as their 2023 election for commodities on the farm. Farm 
owners cannot enroll in either program unless they have a share interest in the 
cropland.       

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, 
flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower 
seed and wheat.      

2022 Crop Year Payments   

This fall, FSA issued payments totaling more than $267 million to agricultural producers 
who enrolled in the 2022 ARC-CO option and the ARC ARC-IC option for covered 
commodities that triggered a payment. Payments through the PLC option did not trigger 
for the 2022 crop year.   

ARC and PLC payments for a given crop year are paid out the following fall to allow actual 
county yields and the Market Year Average prices to be finalized. These payments help 
mitigate fluctuations in either revenue or prices for certain crops. Payments for crops that 
may trigger for the 2023 crop year will be issued in the fall of 2024.    

Crop Insurance Considerations     

ARC and PLC are part of a broader USDA safety net that also includes crop insurance 
and marketing assistance loans.     

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact 
eligibility for some crop insurance products.     

Producers on farms with a PLC election can purchase Supplemental Coverage Option 
(SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers on farms where 
ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that crop on that 
farm.     

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.  
Producers may add ECO regardless of the farm program election.    



Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are 
ineligible for the stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for 
that farm.      

Web-Based Decision Tools     

Many universities offer web-based decision tools to help producers make informed, 
educated decisions using crop data specific to their respective farming operations. 
Producers are encouraged to use the tool of their choice to support their ARC and PLC 
elections.  

More Information      

For more information on ARC and PLC, producers can visit the ARC and PLC webpage or 
contact their local USDA Service Center. Producers can also make elections and complete 
enrollment online with level 2 eAuth.   

 

Drought Resources for Wisconsin Farmers 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan 
programs to assist you in your recovery efforts following drought. Available programs and 
loans include: 

• Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial 
assistance to producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, 
or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters including qualifying drought 
(includes native grass for grazing). 

• Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) – provides compensation to eligible 
livestock producers who suffered grazing losses for covered livestock due to 
drought on privately owned or cash leased land 

• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for 
livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. 
Drought is not an eligible adverse weather event, except when associated with 
anthrax, a condition that occurs because of drought and directly results in the 
death of eligible livestock. 

• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – provides assistance to eligible orchardists and 
nursery tree growers for qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural 
disasters including excessive wind and qualifying drought. 

• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) - provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water 
shortages, disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, which are not 
adequately addressed by other disaster programs. 

• Emergency Loan Program – available to producers with agriculture operations 
located in a county under a primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster 
designation. These low interest loans help producers recover from production and 
physical losses. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Findex&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.detra%40usda.gov%7C46d276f653cb4c5b0e5808dc017ec093%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638386891691059414%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=czSJumdr1OWDSM56X5U1rMRtGFNOG4pJvtquW1%2Fcp0M%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.fsa.usda.gov%2Farc-signup-web%2Fhome&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.detra%40usda.gov%7C46d276f653cb4c5b0e5808dc017ec093%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638386891691059414%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1awC2Pm%2BQkC5xQ6kPqb9iyUFn8CyeuwN5pETOwnyX0M%3D&reserved=0


• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for 
farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters 
and to implement emergency water conservation measures in periods of severe 
drought. 

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, you must report prevented planting and 
failed acres (crops and grasses). Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form 
FSA-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as 
established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA). 

For more information on these programs, contact your local County USDA Service Center 
or visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

The National Drought Mitigation Center, the National Integrated Drought Information 
System and the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Climate Hubs are working to collect 
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports on Drought. (CMOR-Drought). Find more 
information about reporting drought conditions here. Information and directions for 
downloading the CMOR Field App can be found here.  

 

Wisconsin Farm Service Agency 
8030 Excelsior Drive 

Suite 100 
Madison, WI 53717 

Phone: 608-662-4422 

State Executive Director 

Gene Schriefer 
eugene.schriefer@usda.gov 

Farm Loan Chief 

Tom Brandt 
tom.brandt@usda.gov 

Farm Program Chief 

Greg Biba 
greg.biba@usda.gov 

Farm Program Chief 

John Palmer 
john.palmer@usda.gov 

State Committee: 

Josh Tranel 
Clara Hedrich 
Tina Hinchley 

Joe Koch 
Heidi Randall 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fdisaster&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.detra%40usda.gov%7C46d276f653cb4c5b0e5808dc017ec093%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638386891691059414%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q2vCXCcN1mCEVJm4PwCw2gGLNWyJgZRD3zN2w06c6jE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrought.unl.edu%2Farchive%2FDIR%2Fhow-to-drought-submissions.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.detra%40usda.gov%7C46d276f653cb4c5b0e5808dc017ec093%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638386891691059414%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OJ8wePVU%2BNmDDPodA%2FQGu3%2FR1tHMi9DFvljyF65CcaA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrought.unl.edu%2Farchive%2FDIR%2Fhow-to-drought-submissions-1-page.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.detra%40usda.gov%7C46d276f653cb4c5b0e5808dc017ec093%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638386891691059414%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qnSng71WmYT3eJ9Qj9YqKqdF%2BA3hmJdRV9lnqgK3izo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:tyler.radke@usda.gov
mailto:tom.brandt@usda.gov
mailto:greg.biba@usda.gov
mailto:john.palmer@usda.gov


    

  

  

 


	Dates to Remember
	Reminder: Discrimination Financial Assistance Program
	USDA Reminds Specialty Crop Growers of Deadline to Apply for Assistance for 2023 On-Farm Food Safety Expenses
	Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage Programs Receive 2018 Farm Bill One Year Extension, Farmers Can Now Enroll for the 2024 Crop Year
	Drought Resources for Wisconsin Farmers
	Wisconsin Farm Service Agency

