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Farm Service Agency County Committee Nomination 
Period Begins June 15 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced that the nomination period for local 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees begins on Monday, June 15, 2015. 

It is important for county committees to reflect America's diversity, all eligible farmers and 
ranchers, including beginning farmers are encouraged to get involved in this year's elections. 
FSA has seen an increase in the number of nominations for qualified candidates, especially 
among women and minorities – a trend the Agency would like to see continue. 

To be eligible to serve on a FSA county committee, a person must participate or cooperate in 
an agency administered program, be eligible to vote in a county committee election and reside 
in the local administrative area where they are nominated. 

Farmers and ranchers may nominate themselves or others. Organizations representing 
minorities and women also may nominate candidates. To become a candidate, an eligible 
individual must sign an FSA-669A nomination form. The form and other information about 
FSA county committee elections are available at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. Nomination 
forms for the 2015 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center 
by close of business on Aug. 3, 2015.  

FSA will mail election ballots to eligible voters beginning Nov. 9, 2015. Ballots will be due back 
to the local county office either via mail or in person by Dec. 7, 2015. Newly elected 
committee members and alternates will take office on Jan. 1, 2016. 

While FSA county committees do not approve or deny farm ownership or operating loans, 
they make decisions on disaster and conservation programs, emergency programs, 
commodity price support loan programs and other agricultural issues. Members serve three-
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county.  year terms. Nationwide, there are about 7,800 farmers and ranchers serving on FSA county 
committees. Committees consist of three to 11 members that are elected by eligible 
producers. 

 

 
USDA Begins Accepting Applications from States for $100 Million Biofuels 
Infrastructure Partnership 
Following an announcement by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Tom Vilsack on May 29, 2015, the 
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) today announced that all 50 states, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and 
Washington, D.C. may now apply for up to $100 million in grants under the Biofuels Infrastructure Partnership (BIP). 
The funding is to support the infrastructure needed to make more renewable fuel options available to American 
consumers. The Farm Service Agency will administer BIP. 

USDA continues to aggressively pursue investments in American-grown renewable energy to create new markets for 
U.S. farmers and ranchers, help Americans save money on their energy bills, support America's clean energy economy, 
cut carbon pollution and reduce dependence on foreign oil and costly fossil fuels. A typical gas pump delivers fuel with 
10 percent ethanol, which limits the amount of renewable energy most consumers can purchase at the pump.  

Through BIP, USDA will award competitive grants, matched by states, to expand the infrastructure for distribution of 
higher blends of renewable fuel. These competitive grants are available to assist states, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico and Washington, D.C. with infrastructure funding. States that offer funding equal to or greater than that provided by 
the federal government will receive higher consideration for grant funds. States may work with private entities to 
enhance their offer. 

CCC funds must be used to pay a portion of the costs related to the installation of fuel pumps and related infrastructure 
dedicated to the distribution of higher ethanol blends, for example E15 and E85, at vehicle fueling locations. The 
matching contributions may be used for these items or for related costs such as additional infrastructure to support 
pumps, marketing, education, data collection, program evaluation and administrative costs. 

This new investment seeks to double the number of fuel pumps capable of supplying higher blends of renewable fuel to 
consumers. This will expand markets for farmers, support rural economic growth and the jobs that come with it, and 
ultimately give consumers more choices at the pump.  

Applications must be submitted by July 15, 2015, using www.grants.gov.  To locate, search by funding opportunity 
number “USDA-FSA-2015-22.” 

 
USDA Announces Restart of Biomass Crop Assistance Program for 
Renewable Energy 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that incentives will resume this summer for farmers, 
ranchers and forest landowners interested in growing and harvesting biomass for renewable energy. The support comes 
through the Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP), which was reauthorized by the 2014 Farm Bill. BCAP provides 
financial assistance to establish and maintain new crops of energy biomass, or who harvest and deliver forest or 
agricultural residues to a qualifying energy facility.  

Financial assistance is available through BCAP for costs associated with harvesting and transporting agriculture or 
forest residues to facilities that convert biomass crops into energy. Eligible crops may include corn residue, diseased or 
insect infested wood materials, or orchard waste. The energy facility must first be approved by USDA to accept the 
biomass crop. Facilities can apply for, or renew, their BCAP qualification status beginning today.  $11.5 million of federal 
funds will be allocated to support the delivery of biomass materials through December 2015. Last year, more than 
200,000 tons of dead or diseased trees from National Forests and Bureau of Land Management lands were removed 
and used to produce renewable energy, while reducing the risk of forest fire. Nineteen energy facilities in 10 states 
participated in the program. 

Farmers, ranchers and forest landowners can also receive financial assistance to grow biomass crops that will be 
converted into energy in selected BCAP project areas. New BCAP project area proposals will be solicited beginning this 
summer and accepted through fall 2015, with new project area announcements and enrollments taking place in early 
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spring 2016.  The extended proposal submission period allows project sponsors time to complete any needed 
environmental assessments and allows producers enough lead time to make informed decisions on whether or not to 
pursue the BCAP project area enrollment opportunity. This fiscal year USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will allocate 
up to $8 million for producer enrollment to expand and enhance existing BCAP project areas. Additionally, in 
accordance with the 2014 Farm Bill, underserved farmers are eligible for a higher establishment cost share. BCAP 
projects have supported over 50,000 acres across 74 counties in 11 different project areas.   

For more information, visit www.usda.gov.  

 
Secretary Vilsack Announces Additional 800,000 Acres Dedicated to 
Conservation Reserve Program for Wildlife Habitat and Wetlands  
Secretary Hails Program’s 30th Anniversary, Announces General Signup Period 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced today that an additional 800,000 acres of highly environmentally sensitive 
land may be enrolled in Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) under certain wetland and wildlife initiatives that provide 
multiple benefits on the same land. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will accept new offers to participate in CRP under a general signup to be 
held Dec. 1, 2015, through Feb. 26, 2016. Eligible existing program participants with contracts expiring Sept. 30, 2015, 
will be granted an option for one-year extensions. Farmers and ranchers interested in removing sensitive land from 
agricultural production and planting grasses or trees to reduce soil erosion, improve water quality and restore wildlife 
habitat are encouraged to enroll. 

For 30 years, the Conservation Reserve Program has helped farmers and ranchers prevent more than 8 billion tons of 
soil from eroding, reduce nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to cropland by 95 and 85 percent respectively, and 
even sequester 43 million tons of greenhouse gases annually, equal to taking 8 million cars off the road. 

The voluntary Conservation Reserve Program allows USDA to contract with agricultural producers so that 
environmentally sensitive land is conserved.  Participants establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species to 
control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat. In return, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
provides participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance. Contract duration is between 10 and 15 years. 

CRP protects water quality and restores significant habitat for ducks, pheasants, turkey, quail, deer and other important 
wildlife which spurs economic development like hunting and fishing, outdoor recreation and tourism across rural 
America.  Today’s announcement allows an additional 800,000 acres for duck nesting habitat and other wetland and 
wildlife habitat initiatives to be enrolled in the program. 

Farmers and ranchers should consider the various CRP continuous sign-up initiatives that may help target specific 
resource concerns.  Financial assistance is offered for many practices including conservation buffers and pollinator 
habitat plantings, and initiatives such as the highly erodible lands, bottomland hardwood tree and longleaf pine. 

Farmers and ranchers may visit their FSA county office for additional information. The 2014 Farm Bill authorized the 
enrollment of grasslands in CRP and information on grasslands enrollment will be available after the regulation is 
published later this summer. 

For more information on CRP and other FSA programs, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit Specialty Crop 
and Diversified Producers  
Free basic coverage and discounted premiums available for new and underserved loan applicants 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced that producers who apply for FSA 
farm loans also will be offered the opportunity to enroll in new disaster loss protections created by the 2014 Farm 
Bill.  The new coverage, available from the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), is available to FSA 
loan applicants who grow non-insurable crops, so this is especially important to fruit and vegetable producers and other 
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specialty crop growers. 

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for basic loss coverage 
at no cost, or higher coverage for a discounted premium. 

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of 
production.  Covered crops include “specialty” crops, for instance, vegetables, fruits, mushrooms, floriculture, 
ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay, forage, grazing and energy crops.  FSA allows 
beginning, underserved or limited income producers to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the normal application 
closing date when they also apply for FSA credit. 

In addition to free basic coverage, beginning, underserved or limited income producers are eligible for a 50 percent 
discount on premiums for the higher levels of coverage that protect up to 65 percent of expected production at 100 
percent of the average market price. Producers also may work with FSA to protect value-added production, such as 
organic or direct market crops, at their fair market value in those markets.  Targeted underserved groups eligible for free 
or discounted coverage are American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native 
Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and women. 

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and microloans that have a 
streamlined application process.  

Growers need not apply for an FSA loan, nor be a beginning, limited resource, or underserved farmer, to be eligible for 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program assistance. To learn more, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA office at https://offices.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Offers Flood Impacted WY Farmers and Ranchers Immediate 
Disaster Assistance  
Farm Service Agency Stands Ready to Assist Agricultural Producers Slammed by Recent Heavy Rains  

WY Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers across the state of federal farm program benefits that 
may be available to help eligible producers recover from recent heavy rains and flooding. 

FSA offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist agricultural producers in their recovery efforts 
following floods or similar qualifying natural disasters. Available programs and loans include:  

• Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to producers of non-
insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters (includes 
native grass for grazing). Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2015 crops. 

• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for livestock death losses in 
excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. Eligible losses may include those determined by FSA to 
have been caused by hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, tropical storms, tornados lightening, extreme heat, 
and extreme cold. Producers will be required to provide verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from 
an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar 
days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.  

• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – provides assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery tree growers for 
qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disaster.  

• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) - provides 
emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, 
which are not adequately addressed by other disaster programs. ELAP covers physically damaged or destroyed 
livestock feed that was purchased or mechanically harvested forage or feedstuffs intended for use as feed for 
the producer's eligible livestock. In order to be considered eligible, harvested forage must be baled; forage that 
is only cut, raked or windrowed is not eligible. Producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office 
within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent. 

ELAP also covers up to 150 lost grazing days in instances when a producer has been forced to remove livestock from a 
grazing pasture due to floodwaters. 

For beekeepers, ELAP covers beehive losses (the physical structure) in instances where the hive has been destroyed 
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by a natural disaster including flooding, high winds and tornadoes. 

• Emergency Loan Program – Available to producers with agriculture operations located in a county under a 
primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. These low interest loans help producers recover from 
production and physical losses due to drought, flooding. 

• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and ranchers to 
rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters; includes fence loss.  

• HayNet - is an Internet-based Hay and Grazing Net Ad Service allowing farmers and ranchers to share 'Need 
Hay' ads and 'Have Hay' ads online. Farmers also can use another feature to post advertisements for grazing 
land, specifically ads announcing the availability of grazing land or ads requesting a need for land to graze. 
www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet. 

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, farmers and ranchers must report prevented planting and failed acres 
(crops and grasses). Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form FSA-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 
calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).  

For more information on disaster assistance programs and loans visit www.fsa.usda.gov/ or contact your local FSA 
Office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Implements 2014 Farm Bill Provision to Limit Payments to Non-
Farmers 
Department Proposes Changes to "Actively Engaged" Rule 

USDA proposed a rule to limit farm payments to non-farmers, consistent with requirements Congress mandated in the 
2014 Farm Bill. The proposed rule limits farm payments to individuals who may be designated as farm managers but 
are not actively engaged in farm management. In the Farm Bill, Congress gave USDA the authority to address this 
loophole for joint ventures and general partnerships, while exempting family farm operations from being impacted by the 
new rule USDA ultimately implements. 

The current definition of "actively engaged" for managers, established in 1987, is broad, allowing individuals with little to 
no contributions to critical farm management decisions to receive safety-net payments if they are classified as farm 
managers, and for some operations there were an unlimited number of managers that could receive payments.  

The proposed rule seeks to close this loophole to the extent possible within the guidelines required by the 2014 Farm 
Bill. Under the proposed rule, non-family joint ventures and general partnerships must document that their managers are 
making significant contributions to the farming operation, defined as 500 hours of substantial management work per 
year, or 25 percent of the critical management time necessary for the success of the farming operation.  Many 
operations will be limited to only one manager who can receive a safety-net payment. Operators that can demonstrate 
they are large and complex could be allowed payments for up to three managers only if they can show all three are 
actively and substantially engaged in farm operations.  The changes specified in the rule would apply to payment 
eligibility for 2016 and subsequent crop years for Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
Programs, loan deficiency payments and marketing loan gains realized via the Marketing Assistance Loan program. 

As mandated by Congress, family farms will not be impacted. There will also be no change to existing rules for 
contributions to land, capital, equipment, or labor. Only non-family farm general partnerships or joint ventures comprised 
of more than one member will be impacted by this proposed rule. 

Stakeholders interested in commenting on the proposed definition and changes are encouraged to provide written 
comments at www.regulations.gov by May 26, 2015. The proposed rule is available at http://go.usa.gov/3C6Kk. 

 
USDA Announces New Support for Beginning Farmers and Ranchers 
Department Implementing New Farm Bill Programs, Unveiling New Centralized Online Resource to Support Next 
Generation of Farmers 

USDA has announced the implementation of new Farm Bill measures and other policy changes to improve the financial 
security of new and beginning farmers and ranchers. USDA also unveiled www.USDA.gov/newfarmers, a new website 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.regulations.gov/
http://go.usa.gov/3C6Kk
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/newfarmers?navid=newfarmers


that will provide a centralized, one-stop resource where beginning farmers and ranchers can explore the variety of 
USDA initiatives designed to help them succeed.  

USDA’s www.usda.gov/newfarmers has in depth information for new farmers and ranchers, including: how to increase 
access to land and capital; build new market opportunities; participate in conservation opportunities; select and use the 
right risk management tools; and access USDA education, and technical support programs.  These issues have been 
identified as top priorities by new farmers. The website will also feature instructive case studies about beginning farmers 
who have successfully utilized USDA resources to start or expand their business operations.  

Today’s policy announcements in support of beginning farmers and ranchers include: 

• Waiving service fees for new and beginning farmers or ranchers to enroll in the Non-Insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) for the 2014 crop year.  NAP provides risk management tools to farmers who grow 
crops for which there is no crop insurance product. Under this waiver, announced via an official notice to Farm 
Service Agency offices, farmers and ranchers whom already enrolled in NAP for the 2014 crop year and 
certified to being a beginning farmer or social disadvantaged farmer are eligible for a service fee refund.  

• Eliminating payment reductions under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) for new and beginning farmers 
which will allow routine, prescribed, and emergency grazing outside the primary nesting season on enrolled land 
consistent with approved conservation plans.  Previously, farmers and ranchers grazing on CRP land were 
subject to a reduction in CRP payments of up to 25 percent.  Waiving these reductions for new and beginning 
farmers will provide extra financial support during times of emergency like drought and other natural disasters.   

• Increasing payment rates to beginning farmers and ranchers under Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP).   Under this provision, beginning farmers can claim up 90 
percent of losses for lost livestock, such as bees, under ELAP. This is a fifty percent increase over previously 
available payment amounts to new and beginning farmers. 

In the near future, USDA will also announce additional crop insurance program changes for beginning farmers and 
ranchers – including discounted premiums, waiver of administrative fees, and other benefits. 

Additional information about USDA actions in support of beginning farmers and ranchers is available here. 

 
New Farm Bill Offers Increased Opportunities for Producers 
The 2014 Farm Bill offers increased opportunities for producers including farm loan program modifications that create 
flexibility for new and existing farmers. A fact sheet outlining modifications to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Programs is available here.  

The Farm Bill expands lending opportunities for thousands of farmers and ranchers to begin and continue operations, 
including greater flexibility in determining eligibility, raising loan limits, and emphasizing beginning and socially 
disadvantaged producers.    

Changes that will take effect immediately include: 

• Elimination of the 15 year term limit for guaranteed operating loans. 

• Modification of the definition of beginning farmer, using the average farm size for the county as a qualifier 
instead of the median farm size.  

• Modification of the Joint Financing Direct Farm Ownership Interest Rate to 2 percent less than regular Direct 
Farm Ownership rate, with a floor of 2.5 percent. Previously, the rate was established at 5 percent.  

• Increase of the maximum loan amount for Direct Farm Ownership Down Payment Loan Program from $225,000 
to $300,000. 

• Elimination of rural residency requirement for Youth Loans, allowing urban youth to benefit. 

• Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will not prevent borrowers from obtaining additional loans from the 
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federal government. 

• Increase of the guaranteed percentage on Conservation Loans from 75 to 80 percent and 90 percent for socially 
disadvantaged borrowers and beginning farmers. 

• Microloans will not count toward direct operating loan term limits for veterans and beginning farmers. 

Additional modifications must be implemented through the rulemaking processes. Visit the FSA Farm Bill website for 
detailed information and updates to farm loan programs. 

 
USDA Creates More Bird Habitat Opportunities on Irrigated Farmland 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announces more bird habitats to be established in irrigated farmland regions 
through the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). 

Declines in upland bird populations, such as the northern bobwhite, pheasant, and prairie chicken, led to the creation of 
new Conservation Reserve Program features to help restore habitats for these species in these agricultural areas. Since 
the program’s creation in 2004, more than 240,000 acres of marginal cropland has been converted to native grasslands, 
spurring an increase in upland bird populations.  

In recent years, however, applications for this type of habitat creation have slowed. To encourage more participation, 
USDA’s new policy focuses on farmland with center-pivot irrigation systems where there are circular areas of cropland 
with patches of land beyond the reach of irrigation. Until now, these patches – known as pivot corners – were only 
eligible for habitat creation when connected by a linear strip of grassland also enrolled in the program. The new policy 
allows producers interested in habitat creation to use disconnected pivot corners to help increase the population of 
upland birds. 

Other species that can benefit from today’s change include the mourning dove, wild turkey, several sparrows, 
meadowlark and bobolinks. 

The Conservation Reserve Program is a voluntary program. FSA contracts with agricultural landowners so that 
environmentally sensitive land is not farmed but instead used for conservation. Participants establish long-term plant 
species that control soil erosion, sequester carbon, improve water quality, and strengthen declining wildlife populations. 
In return, participants receive annual rental payments between 10 and 15 years.  

Interested landowners can enroll pivot corners in the Conservation Reserve Program at any time. Participants and land 
must meet certain eligibility requirements. Other restrictions may apply. For additional details, contact your local Farm 
Service Agency office at offices.usda.gov or visit the website at www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 
or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay 
voice users). 
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