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Producers are Reminded to Complete NASS Crop
Surveys

The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) Field Offices are currently completing
2015 small grain yield surveys and will contact growers in December to complete row crop
yield surveys. If you are one of the producers contacted to complete a 2015 yield survey, we
encourage your participation and cooperation as many USDA agencies including the Farm
Service Agency (FSA) and Risk Management Agency (RMA) use the NASS vyield data for
their programs.

FSA uses NASS county yield data for farm credit, conservation, disaster programs, loan and
commodity programs. Under the 2014 Farm Bill, FSA uses the NASS county yield data to
calculate Agriculture Risk Coverage — County (ARC-CO) benchmark revenues and current
year county revenues. For example, the 2014 NASS county yield, along with the crop’s
marketing year average price (MYA), are used to determine the county’s current year
revenue to determine if the county will trigger an ARC-CO payment. An ARC-CO payment is
triggered for a county when the current year revenue falls below the guarantee revenue for
the crop and crop year. In cases where NASS county yield data is not available, the FSA
State Committee must determine a county yield using RMA vyield data or the best available
yield data, including assigning a county yield using neighboring county yields from NASS or
RMA.

Any information that producers provide to NASS is kept confidential and protected by federal
law. NASS publishes only aggregate-level data, ensuring that no individual operation or
producer can be identified. All reports will be available at www.nass.usda.gov.
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questions specific to
your operation or
county.

USDA Extends Dairy Margin Protection Program Deadline

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that the deadline to enroll for the dairy Margin Protection Program for
coverage in 2016 has been extended until Nov. 20, 2015. The voluntary program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill,
provides financial assistance to participating farmers when the margin — the difference between the price of milk and
feed costs — falls below the coverage level selected by the farmer.

Producers are encouraged to use the online Web resource at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool to calculate the best levels of
coverage for their dairy operation. The secure website can be accessed via computer, smartphone or tablet.

Producers who were enrolled in 2015 will need to make a coverage election for 2016 and pay the $100 administration
fee. Although any unpaid premium balances for 2015 must be paid in full by the enroliment deadline to remain eligible
for higher coverage levels in 2016, premiums for 2016 are not due until Sept. 1, 2016. Also, producers can work with
milk marketing companies to remit premiums on their behalf.

To enroll in the Margin Protection Program for Dairy, contact your local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Payments under the program may be reduced by a certain percentage due to a sequester order required by Congress
and issued pursuant to the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. Should a payment reduction
be necessary, FSA will reduce the payment by the required amount.

USDA Commits $2.5 Million to Expand New Farmer Education

Training Will also Help Returning Service Members, Underserved, and Urban Producers

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA has announced that $2.5 million in grants is now available for projects to educate
new and underserved farmers about more than 20 Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs that can provide financial,
disaster or technical assistance to the agricultural community.

The grants will be awarded to nonprofits and public higher education institutions that develop proposals to improve
farmer education on topics such as financial training, value-added production, recordkeeping, property inheritance, and
crop production practices.

USDA will conduct four evaluation periods to review applications, with the deadlines of Nov. 20, 2015, Jan. 22, 2015,
Mar. 18, 2016, and May 27, 2016. Awards between $20,000 and $100,000 per applicant will be available. To learn more
about the funding solicitation and the related Farm Service Agency programs, details can be found at www.grants.gov
with the reference number USDA-FSA-CA-2015-001. Additional information is posted on the Web at
www.fsa.usda.gov/outreach.

USDA Adds More Eligible Commodities for Farm Storage Facility Loans

New Provisions Increase On-Farm Storage for Dairy, Flowers, Meats

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program, which provides low-interest financing to producers to build or
upgrade storage facilities, will now include dairy, flowers and meats as eligible commodities.

For 15 years, the FSFL program has provided affordable financing, allowing American farmers and ranchers to construct
or expand storage on the farm and by adding eligible commodities; these low-interest loans will help even more family
farmers and ranchers to expand on-site storage.
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The new commodities eligible for facility loans include floriculture, hops, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and
poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and
discharge of water). Commodities already eligible for the loans include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats,
peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay,
honey, renewable biomass, and fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities.

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to
assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, operations
supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved producers.

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or contact your local
FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Incentives for Working Grass, Range and Pasture Lands

Beginning Sept. 1, farmers and ranchers can apply for financial assistance to help conserve working grasslands,
rangeland and pastureland while maintaining the areas as livestock grazing lands.

The initiative is part of the voluntary Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a federally funded program that for 30 years
has assisted agricultural producers with the cost of restoring, enhancing and protecting certain grasses, shrubs and
trees to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. In return, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) provides participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance. CRP has helped farmers and
ranchers prevent more than 8 billion tons of soil from eroding, reduce nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to
cropland by 95 and 85 percent respectively, and even sequester 43 million tons of greenhouse gases annually, equal to
taking 8 million cars off the road.

The CRP-Grasslands initiative will provide participants who establish long-term, resource-conserving covers with annual
rental payments up to 75 percent of the grazing value of the land. Cost-share assistance also is available for up to 50
percent of the covers and other practices, such as cross fencing to support rotational grazing or improving pasture cover
to benefit pollinators or other wildlife. Participants may still conduct common grazing practices, produce hay, mow, or
harvest for seed production, conduct fire rehabilitation, and construct firebreaks and fences.

With the publication of the CRP regulation today, the Farm Service Agency will accept applications on an ongoing basis
beginning Sept. 1, 2015, with those applications scored against published ranking criteria, and approved based on the
competiveness of the offer. The ranking period will occur at least once per year and be announced at least 30 days prior
to its start. The end of the first ranking period will be Nov. 20, 2015.

To learn more about participating in CRP-Grasslands or SAFE, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/crp or consult with the local Farm
Service Agency county office. To locate a nearby Farm Service Agency office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. To learn
more about the 30th anniversary of CRP, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30 or follow on Twitter using #CRPis30.

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection Coverage
before Fall Crop Sales Deadlines
Disaster Assistance is Available for Crops that are Ineligible for Federal Insurance

Farm Service Agency today encouraged producers to examine the available U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
crop risk protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
coverage, before the sales deadline for fall crops.

Deadlines are quickly approaching to purchase coverage for fall-seeded crops. Producers are reminded that crops not
covered by insurance may be eligible for the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program. The 2014 Farm Bill
expanded NAP to include higher levels of protection. Beginning, underserved and limited resource farmers are now
eligible for free catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted premiums for additional levels of protection.”

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and excessive moisture. NAP
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including forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf
grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of lllinois to create an online tool at
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or
NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the
average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up
to 65 percent of their expected production at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics
and crops marketed directly to consumers.

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your
local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent lists are available
at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA'’s online Agent Locator: http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#.
Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict
insurance premium costs.

Reporting Organic Crops

Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price and selected the
"organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic.

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a certifying agent
indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:

name of certified individuals

address

telephone number

effective date of certification

certificate number

list of commodities certified

name and address of certifying agent

a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer zone acreage

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from organic sales totals
$5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written certificate, they are still required to
provide a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

Secretary Vilsack Announces Additional 800,000 Acres Dedicated to
Conservation Reserve Program for Wildlife Habitat and Wetlands

Secretary Hails Program’s 30th Anniversary, Announces General Signup Period

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that an additional 800,000 acres of highly environmentally sensitive land

may be enrolled in Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) under certain wetland and wildlife initiatives that provide
multiple benefits on the same land.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will accept new offers to participate in CRP under a general signup to be
held Dec. 1, 2015, through Feb. 26, 2016. Eligible existing program participants with contracts expiring Sept. 30, 2015,
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agricultural production and planting grasses or trees to reduce soil erosion, improve water quality and restore wildlife
habitat are encouraged to enroll.

For 30 years, the Conservation Reserve Program has helped farmers and ranchers prevent more than 8 billion tons of
soil from eroding, reduce nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to cropland by 95 and 85 percent respectively, and
even sequester 43 million tons of greenhouse gases annually, equal to taking 8 million cars off the road.

The voluntary Conservation Reserve Program allows USDA to contract with agricultural producers so that
environmentally sensitive land is conserved. Participants establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species to
control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat. In return, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA)
provides participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance. Contract duration is between 10 and 15 years.

CRP protects water quality and restores significant habitat for ducks, pheasants, turkey, quail, deer and other important
wildlife which spurs economic development like hunting and fishing, outdoor recreation and tourism across rural
America. Today's announcement allows an additional 800,000 acres for duck nesting habitat and other wetland and
wildlife habitat initiatives to be enrolled in the program.

Farmers and ranchers should consider the various CRP continuous sign-up initiatives that may help target specific
resource concerns. Financial assistance is offered for many practices including conservation buffers and pollinator
habitat plantings, and initiatives such as the highly erodible lands, bottomland hardwood tree and longleaf pine.

Farmers and ranchers may visit their FSA county office for additional information. The 2014 Farm Bill authorized the
enroliment of grasslands in CRP and information on grasslands enroliment will be available after the regulation is
published later this summer.

For more information on CRP and other FSA programs, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit Specialty Crop
and Diversified Producers
Free basic coverage and discounted premiums available for new and underserved loan applicants

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced that producers who apply for FSA
farm loans also will be offered the opportunity to enroll in new disaster loss protections created by the 2014 Farm Bill.
The new coverage, available from the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), is available to FSA loan
applicants who grow non-insurable crops, so this is especially important to fruit and vegetable producers and other
specialty crop growers.

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for basic loss coverage
at no cost, or higher coverage for a discounted premium.

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of
production. Covered crops include “specialty” crops, for instance, vegetables, fruits, mushrooms, floriculture,
ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay, forage, grazing and energy crops. FSA allows
beginning, underserved or limited income producers to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the normal application
closing date when they also apply for FSA credit.

In addition to free basic coverage, beginning, underserved or limited income producers are eligible for a 50 percent
discount on premiums for the higher levels of coverage that protect up to 65 percent of expected production at 100
percent of the average market price. Producers also may work with FSA to protect value-added production, such as
organic or direct market crops, at their fair market value in those markets. Targeted underserved groups eligible for free
or discounted coverage are American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native
Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and women.

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and microloans that have a
streamlined application process.

Growers need not apply for an FSA loan, nor be a beginning, limited resource, or underserved farmer, to be eligible for
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www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA office at https://offices.usda.gov.

Save Time — Make an Appointment with FSA

To insure maximum use of your time and to insure that you are afforded our full attention to your important business
needs, please call our office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to discuss any records or documentation that
you may need to have with you when you arrive for your appointment. For local FSA Service Center contact information,
please visit: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410
or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay
voice users).
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