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FSAfarm+, FSA’s Customer Self-Service Portal 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has launched a 
new tool to provide farmers and ranchers with remote access to their personal farm 
information using their home computers. Farmers and ranchers can now view, print or 
export their personal farm data all without visiting an FSA county office.  

The program, known as FSAfarm+, provides you with secure access to view your 
personal FSA data, such as base and yields, Conservation Reserve Program data, other 
conservation program acreage, Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland 
Conservation status information, field boundaries, farm imagery, name and address 
details, contact information and membership interest and shares in the operation. This 
data will be available in real time, at no cost to the producer and allow operators and 
owners to export and print farm records, including maps. Producers also can 
electronically share their data with a crop insurance agent from their own personal 
computer.  

Farm operators and owners first will need “Level 2 eAuthentication” to access the 
webportal. This level of security ensures that personal information is protected for each 
user. Level 2 access can be obtained by going to www.eauth.usda.gov, completing the 
required information and then visiting your local FSA office to finalize access.  

For more information on FSAfarm+, the customer self-service portal, contact your local 
FSA office. To find your local FSA county office, click http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
 

During National Pollinator Week, USDA Announced Key Measures to 
Improve Pollinator Health 
USDA’s Conservation Reserve Program Currently Provides 15 Million Acres of Healthy Forage for Pollinators, and New 
Partnership Will Ensure Additional High-Quality Habitat in the Future  
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During National Pollinator Week, USDA announced two initiatives in support of the President’s National Strategy to 
Promote the Health of Honeybees and Other Pollinators, announced just over one year ago. A review of USDA’s most 
popular conservation program found that farmers and ranchers across the country are creating at least 15 million acres 
of healthy forage and habitat for pollinators, and the department has also entered into a new partnership with leading 
honey bee organizations that will help to ensure future conservation projects continue to provide benefits to these 
important species. 

USDA signed a Memorandum of Understanding with two honey bee organizations, the American Honey Producers 
Association and the American Beekeeping Federation, to facilitate an ongoing partnership that will ensure USDA’s 
conservation initiatives are as advantageous as possible to pollinators and that beekeepers understand how they can 
benefit from USDA’s conservation and safety net programs.  

FSA plays a critical role in the delivery of programs that provide a safety net for beekeepers who experience losses due 
to natural disasters, and the agency administers the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-
Raised Fish Program, which provides assistance for the loss of honeybee colonies, in excess of normal mortality, due 
to Colony Collapse Disorder or other natural causes. These groups have helped to ensure that these safety net 
programs work well, and they have helped focus research to learn more about the impacts of USDA programs and 
make continuous improvements. This MOU creates a framework to ensure ongoing, meaningful information sharing to 
help beekeepers and honey bees into the future.  

The National Strategy called for seven million acres of land to be enhanced or restored for pollinators. Since then, 
USDA has more than tripled the acreage enrolled in CRP’s pollinator initiative, through which USDA helps to cover the 
cost of planting pollinator-friendly wildflowers, legumes and shrubs, and USDA has increased the limit on this initiative 
in response to landowner demand so that more acres can be enrolled in the future.   

This fact sheet contains more information about USDA’s work to keep pollinators buzzing and contributing to a diverse 
domestic and global food supply.  

To learn more about FSA’s conservation programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation or contact a local FSA county 
office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
FSA Unveils Monthly Webinar Series 
July 19 @ 2 p.m. EDT 

Understanding Receipt for Service 
To ensure that all USDA customers and potential customers are being served properly in local offices, the 2014 Farm 
Bill requires that a receipt be provided. Learn more about Receipt for Service, how it affects you and what you can 
expect when you visit a local Farm Service Agency county office. 

Aug. 9 @ 2 p.m. EDT 
Need Commodity Storage? The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) Can Help 
The Farm Storage Facility Loan Program provides low-interest financing so producers can build or upgrade permanent 
or portable facilities to store commodities. Learn how this program may be able to help your operation. 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in these webinars should contact Tanya 
Brown at 202-690-1700 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339 at least three business days prior to the webinar. 

The webinars will be recorded for future viewing and can be accessed on www.fsa.usda.gov/outreach.  

 
USDA Unveils New Improvement to Streamline Crop Reporting 
Update Lets Farmers and Ranchers Report Common Acreage Information Once  

Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and participating insurance 
providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) now can provide the common information from their 
acreage reports at one office and the information will be electronically shared with the other location.   
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This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). This interagency 
collaboration also includes participating private crop insurance agents and insurance companies, all working to 
streamline the information collected from farmers and ranchers who participate in USDA programs.  

Once filing at one location, data that’s important to both FSA and RMA will be securely and electronically shared with 
the other location avoiding redundant and duplicative reporting, as well as saving farmers and ranchers time.  

Since 2009, USDA has been working to streamline the crop reporting process for agricultural producers, who have 
expressed concerns with providing the same basic common information for multiple locations.  In 2013, USDA 
consolidated the deadlines to 15 dates for submitting these reports, down from the previous 54 dates at RMA and 17 
dates for FSA. USDA representatives believe farmers and ranchers will experience a notable improvement in the 
coming weeks as they approach the peak season for crop reporting later this summer.  

More than 93 percent of all annual reported acres to FSA and RMA now are eligible for the common data reporting, 
and USDA is exploring adding more crops. Producers must still visit both locations to validate and sign acreage 
reports, complete maps or provide program-specific information. The common data from the first-filed acreage report 
will now be available to pre-populate and accelerate completion of the second report. Plans are underway at USDA to 
continue building upon the framework with additional efficiencies at a future date.   

Farmers and ranchers are also reminded that they can now access their FSA farm information from the convenience of 
their home computer. Producers can see field boundaries, images of the farm, conservation status, operator and owner 
information and much more.  

The new customer self-service portal, known as FSAFarm+, gives farmers and ranchers online access to securely 
view, print or export their personal farm data.  To enroll in the online service, producers are encouraged to contact their 
local FSA office for details. To find a local FSA office in your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Announces Conservation Reserve Program Results 
More Than 800,000 Acres Selected Through Highly Competitive Application Rounds  

USDA announced the enrollment of more than 800,000 acres in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Through 
CRP, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) helps farmers offset the costs of restoring, enhancing and protecting 
certain grasses, shrubs and trees that improve water quality, prevent soil erosion and strengthen wildlife habitat. 
Farmers’ and ranchers’ participation in CRP continues to provide numerous benefits to our nation, including helping 
reduce emissions of harmful greenhouse gases and providing resiliency to future weather changes.  

A nationwide acreage limit was established for this program in the 2014 Farm Bill, capping the total number of acres 
that may be enrolled at 24 million for fiscal years 2017 and 2018. At the same time, USDA has experienced a record 
demand from farmers and ranchers interested in participating in the voluntary program. As of March 2016, 23.8 million 
acres were enrolled in CRP, with 1.7 million acres set to expire this fall.  

Over three million acres have been offered for enrollment this year across the three main categories within CRP, with 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) receiving over 26,000 offers to enroll more than 1.8 million acres during the 
general enrollment period, and over 4,600 offers to enroll more than one million acres in the new CRP Grasslands 
program. Coming off a record-setting 2015 continuous enrollment of over 860,000 acres, more than 364,000 acres 
already have been accepted for 2016 in the CRP continuous enrollment, triple the pace of last year.  

FSA will accept 411,000 acres in general enrollment, the most competitive selection in the history of the program, with 
the acreage providing record high conservation benefits. USDA selected offers by weighing environmental factors plus 
cost, including wildlife enhancement, water quality, soil erosion, enduring benefits, and air quality.  

The results of the first-ever enrollment period for CRP Grasslands, FSA will also accept 101,000 acres in the program, 
providing participants with financial assistance for establishing approved grasses, trees and shrubs on pasture and 
rangeland that can continue to be grazed.  More than 70 percent of these acres are diverse native grasslands under 
threat of conversion, and more than 97 percent of the acres have a new, veteran or underserved farmer or rancher as a 
primary producer. FSA continues to accept CRP Grasslands offers and will conduct another ranking period later this 
year.  

Participants in CRP establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees (known 
as “covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat on marginally productive 
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agricultural lands. In return, FSA provides participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance.  Contract 
duration is between 10 and 15 years.  

To learn more about FSA’s conservation programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation or contact a local FSA county 
office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Offers New Loans for Portable Farm Storage and Handling 
Equipment 
Portable Equipment Can Help Producers, including Small-Scale and Local Farmers, Get Products to Market Quickly  

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will provide a new financing option to help farmers purchase portable storage and 
handling equipment. The loans, which now include a smaller microloan option with lower down payments, are designed 
to help producers, including new, small and mid-sized producers, grow their businesses and markets.  

The program also offers a new “microloan” option, which allows applicants seeking less than $50,000 to qualify for a 
reduced down payment of five percent and no requirement to provide three years of production history. Farms and 
ranches of all sizes are eligible. The microloan option is expected to be of particular benefit to smaller farms and 
ranches, and specialty crop producers who may not have access to commercial storage or on-farm storage after 
harvest. These producers can invest in equipment like conveyers, scales or refrigeration units and trucks that can store 
commodities before delivering them to markets. Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit 
availability to apply.  

Earlier this year, FSA significantly expanded the list of commodities eligible for Farm Storage Facility Loan. Eligible 
commodities now include aquaculture; floriculture; fruits (including nuts) and vegetables; corn, grain sorghum, rice, 
oilseeds, oats, wheat, triticale, spelt, buckwheat, lentils, chickpeas, dry peas sugar, peanuts, barley, rye, hay, honey, 
hops, maple sap, unprocessed meat and poultry, eggs, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt and renewable biomass. FSFL 
microloans can also be used to finance wash and pack equipment used post-harvest, before a commodity is placed in 
cold storage.  

To learn more about Farm Storage Facility Loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or contact a local FSA county 
office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
ASKFSA 
Are you looking for answers to your FSA questions?  Then ASK FSA at askfsa.custhelp.com.  

AskFSA is an online resource that helps you easily find information and answers to your FSA questions no matter 
where you are or what device you use.  It is for ALL customers, including underserved farmers and ranchers who wish 
to be enrolled in FSA loans, farm, and conservation programs.  

Through AskFSA you can:  

• Access our knowledge base 24/7 
• Receive answers to your questions faster 
• Submit a question and receive a timely response from an FSA expert 
• Get notifications when answers important to you and your farming operation are updated 
• Customize your account settings and view responses at any time  

 
Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture production. Loans 
are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority funding for 
members of targeted underserved applicants.   

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender 
prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual qualities.   
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For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan 
Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the needed 
credit elsewhere. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-
8642 (Relay voice users). 
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