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USDA Partners with Farmers and Ranchers to Protect 
More Than 500,000 Acres of Working Grasslands  
USDA will accept more than 504,000 acres that were offered nationwide by producers during 
the recent ranking period for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands 
enrollment. Through the voluntary CRP Grasslands program, grasslands threatened by 
development or conversion to row crops are maintained as livestock grazing areas, while 
providing important conservation benefits.  

Wyoming will accept 15 offers totaling more than 11,989 acres. Nationwide, over 70 percent of 
the acres are from beginning farmers, veterans and underserved producers. About two-thirds 
of the acres are in counties with the highest threat for conversion. Additionally, nearly 60 
percent of the acres are in wildlife priority areas and nearly three-fourths of the acres will have 
a wildlife-focused conservation plan as part of the operation.   

USDA is also reminding producers that it is still accepting additional offers for CRP 
Grasslands. The current ranking period that closes on Dec. 16, also includes a new CRP 
Grasslands practice specifically tailored for small-scale livestock grazing operations to 
encourage broader participation. Small livestock operations with 100 or fewer head of grazing 
dairy cows (or the equivalent) can submit applications to enroll up to 200 acres of grasslands 
per farm. USDA’s goal is to enroll up to additional 200,000 acres. The new practice for small-
scale livestock grazing operations encourages greater diversity geographically and in all types 
of livestock operation. Small livestock operations are encouraged to contact their local Farm 
Service Agency office to learn more about this program before Dec. 16, to be considered as 
part of the current ranking period.  

Small livestock operations or other farming and ranching operations interested in participating 
in CRP Grasslands should contact their local FSA office. To find your local FSA office, visit 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/Wyoming/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/Wyoming/index


http://offices.usda.gov. To learn more about FSA’s conservation programs, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.  

 

 
Cover Crop Guidelines 
Recently the Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Risk Management 
Agency (RMA) worked together to develop consistent, simple and a flexible policy for cover crop practices.  

The termination and reporting guidelines were updated for cover crops.  

Termination: 

The cover crop termination guidelines provide the timeline for terminating cover crops, are based on zones and apply to 
non-irrigated cropland. To view the zones and additional guidelines visit 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/ and click “Cover Crop Termination Guidelines.”  

Reporting: 

The intended use of cover only will be used to report cover crops. This includes crops that were terminated by tillage 
and reported with an intended use code of green manure. An FSA policy change will allow cover crops to be hayed and 
grazed. Program eligibility for the cover crop that is being hayed or grazed will be determined by each specific program.  

If the crop reported as cover only is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated properly, 
then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop.  

Crops reported with an intended use of cover only will not count toward the total cropland on the farm. In these 
situations a subsequent crop will be reported to account for all cropland on the farm. 

Cover crops include grasses, legumes, and forbs, for seasonal cover and other conservation purposes. Cover crops are 
primarily used for erosion control, soil health Improvement, and water quality improvement. The cover crop may be 
terminated by natural causes, such as frost, or intentionally terminated through chemical application, crimping, rolling, 
tillage or cutting. A cover crop managed and terminated according to NRCS Cover Crop Termination Guidelines is not 
considered a crop for crop insurance purposes.  

Cover crops can be planted: with no subsequent crop planted, before a subsequent crop, after prevented planting 
acreage, after a planted crop, or into a standing crop. 

 
A Simple Start to Retirement Savings 
Don’t have access to a retirement savings plan? Haven’t found an easy way to start saving? The U.S. Department of the 
Treasury’s myRA can help you get on the path to retirement saving. It costs nothing to open an account and there are 
no fees. Visit myRA.gov today to get started. 

 
USDA Resumes Incentives to Grow the Bioeconomy and Improve Forest 
Health 
USDA announced that $1.5 million will be available in fiscal year 2017 for farmers and foresters who harvest and deliver 
biomass for renewable energy. The funds are from the Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP), which was 
reauthorized by the 2014 Farm Bill.   

In fiscal year 2017, there is $3 million total available for BCAP, half of which is for harvesting and delivering forest or 
agricultural residues to a USDA-approved energy facility. BCAP also provides financial assistance to farmers and 
ranchers who establish and maintain new crops of biomass for energy or biobased products; additional information on 
the resumption of those funds will be announced at a later date. 

Facilities seeking to be qualified by USDA to accept BCAP-funded biomass can begin enrollment Nov. 14 through Dec. 
5, 2016. Also, between Jan. 9, 2017, through March 15, 2017, USDA will accept applications from foresters and farmers 
seeking incentives to remove biomass residues from fields or national forests for delivery to energy generation facilities. 

http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/
http://1.usa.gov/1T1tvyW


The retrieval payments are provided at match of $1 for $1, up to $20 per dry ton. Eligible crops include corn residue, 
orchard waste or diseased or insect-infested wood materials.  

To learn more about BCAP or to enroll in updates, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/bcap or contact your local FSA county office. 
To find your local county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Expands Working-Lands Conservation Opportunities through CRP 
USDA will offer a new Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands practice specifically tailored for small-scale 
livestock grazing operations. Small livestock operations with 100 or fewer head of grazing dairy cows (or the equivalent) 
can submit applications to enroll up to 200 acres of grasslands per farm. USDA’s goal is to enroll up to 200,000 acres.  

The current CRP Grassland ranking period will end on Nov. 10, 2016. To date, the USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
has received nearly 5,000 offers covering over 1 million acres for this CRP working-lands conservation program. These 
offers are predominantly larger acreage ranchland in Western states.  

The new practice for small-scale livestock grazers aims, in part, to encourage greater diversity geographically and in 
types of livestock operation. This opportunity will close on Dec. 16, 2016. Offers selected this fiscal year will be enrolled 
into CRP Grasslands beginning Oct. 1, 2017.  

Participants in CRP Grasslands establish or maintain long-term, resource-conserving grasses and other plant species to 
control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat on marginally productive agricultural lands. CRP 
Grasslands participants can use the land for livestock production (e.g. grazing or producing hay), while following their 
conservation and grazing plans in order to maintain the cover. A goal of CRP Grasslands is to minimize conversion of 
grasslands either to row crops or to non-agricultural uses. Participants can receive annual payments of up to 75 percent 
of the grazing value of the land and up to 50 percent to fund cover or practices like cross-fencing to support rotational 
grazing or improving pasture cover to benefit pollinators or other wildlife.   

USDA will select offers for enrollment based on six ranking factors: (1) current and future use, (2) new farmer/rancher or 
underserved producer involvement, (3) maximum grassland preservation, (4) vegetative cover, (5) environmental factors 
and (6) pollinator habitat. Offers for the second ranking period also will be considered from producers who submitted 
offers for the first ranking period but were not accepted, as well as from new offers submitted through Dec. 16.   

Small livestock operations or other farming and ranching operations interested in participating in CRP Grasslands 
should contact their local FSA office. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. To learn more about 
FSA’s conservation programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.  

 
USDA Announces Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2017 
Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can begin visiting FSA county offices starting 
Nov. 1, 2016, to sign contracts and enroll for the 2017 crop year. The enrollment period will continue until Aug. 1, 2017.  

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll by signing a contract 
each program year.  

If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment period, the producers on that farm will not be eligible for financial 
assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices or farm revenues fall below the 
historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. Producers who made their elections in 2015 must 
still enroll during the 2017 enrollment period.  

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural producers when 
there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, 
large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, 
rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more details regarding 
these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/bcap
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://offices.usda.gov/


 
Margin Protection Program for Dairy Enrollment Deadline is Dec. 16  
The deadline for dairy producers to enroll in the Margin Protection Program (MPP) for Dairy is Dec. 16, 2016. This 
voluntary dairy safety net program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides financial assistance to participating dairy 
producers when the margin – the difference between the price of milk and feed costs – falls below the coverage level 
selected by the producer. A USDA web tool, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy producers to calculate 
levels of coverage available from MPP based on price projections. 

 
Measurement Service 
Farmers who would like a guarantee on their crop plantings and land use acreages can make it official by using the FSA 
measurement service. Producers must file a request with the county office staff and pay the cost of a field visit to have 
stake and referencing done on the farm. Measurement service is available using digital imagery. If an on-site visit is not 
required producers are charged a reduced rate.  

Incorrect acreage self-certification can result in reduced program payments, penalty or loss of eligibility. 

 
Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture production. Loans 
are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority funding for 
members of targeted underserved applicants.   

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender 
prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan 
Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the needed 
credit elsewhere. 

 
USDA Offers New Loans for Portable Farm Storage and Handling 
Equipment 
Portable Equipment Can Help Producers, including Small-Scale and Local Farmers, Get Products to Market Quickly  

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will provide a new financing option to help farmers purchase portable storage and 
handling equipment. The loans, which now include a smaller microloan option with lower down payments, are designed 
to help producers, including new, small and mid-sized producers, grow their businesses and markets.  

The program also offers a new “microloan” option, which allows applicants seeking less than $50,000 to qualify for a 
reduced down payment of five percent and no requirement to provide three years of production history. Farms and 
ranches of all sizes are eligible. The microloan option is expected to be of particular benefit to smaller farms and 
ranches, and specialty crop producers who may not have access to commercial storage or on-farm storage after 
harvest. These producers can invest in equipment like conveyers, scales or refrigeration units and trucks that can store 
commodities before delivering them to markets. Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit 
availability to apply.  

Earlier this year, FSA significantly expanded the list of commodities eligible for Farm Storage Facility Loan. Eligible 
commodities now include aquaculture; floriculture; fruits (including nuts) and vegetables; corn, grain sorghum, rice, 
oilseeds, oats, wheat, triticale, spelt, buckwheat, lentils, chickpeas, dry peas sugar, peanuts, barley, rye, hay, honey, 
hops, maple sap, unprocessed meat and poultry, eggs, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt and renewable biomass. FSFL 
microloans can also be used to finance wash and pack equipment used post-harvest, before a commodity is placed in 
cold storage.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool


To learn more about Farm Storage Facility Loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or contact a local FSA county 
office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Fire Management on CRP Acres 
Landowners who participate in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) are responsible for fire management on their 
CRP acreage. Fireguard technical practices should be outlined in the Conservation Plan of Operations (CPO).  

Landowners must complete the necessary management activities outside of the Primary Nesting Season. In Wyoming, 
the Primary Nesting Season is May 15 through July 15.  The goal is to suppress the amount of fuel in the event of a 
wildfire while still promoting the diversity of the conservation cover.  

FSA encourages producers to be proactive in preventing the spread of wildfire. Fire management includes installing 
firebreaks, which should be included in the contract support document and installed according to NRCS firebreak 
standards.   

Barren firebreaks will only be allowed in high risk areas, such as transportation corridors, rural communities, and 
adjacent farmsteads. A conservationist must certify that there will not be an erosion hazard from the barren firebreak. If 
erosion becomes a problem, remedial action will be taken. 

 
Emergency Conservation Program Assistance Available in 12 Wyoming 
Counties 

 
The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) provides emergency funding and technical assistance to farmers and 
ranchers to rehabilitate farmland damaged by natural disasters and to implement emergency water conservation 
measures in periods of severe drought.  

The following counties are eligible for ECP assistance:  

Campbell – Wildfire 
Converse - Flood 
Crook – Wildfire 
Fremont – Flooding/Wildfire 
Goshen – Wildfire 
Johnson – Drought 
Natrona - Flood 
Platte – Flood 
Sheridan – Drought 
Sweetwater – Flood 
Uinta – Flood 
Weston – Drought, Wildfire  

For land to be eligible, the natural disaster must create new conservation problems that, if untreated, would:  

• be so costly to rehabilitate that Federal assistance is or will be needed to return the land to productive 
agricultural use 

• is unusual and is not the type that would recur frequently in the same area 
• affect the productive capacity of the farmland 
• impair or endanger the land   

A producer qualifying for ECP assistance may receive cost-share levels not to exceed 75 percent of the eligible cost of 
restoration measures. No producer is eligible for more than $200,000 cost sharing per natural disaster occurrence. The 
following types of measures may be eligible:  

• removing debris from farmland 
• grading, shaping, or releveling severely damaged farmland 
• restoring permanent fences 
• restoring conservation structures and other similar installations   

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport
http://offices.usda.gov/


Producers who suffered a loss from a natural disaster should contact their local FSA Office for ECP deadlines.  

To be eligible for assistance, practices must not be started until all of the following are met:  

• an application for cost-share assistance has been filed 
• the local FSA County Committee (COC) or its representative has conducted an onsite inspection of the 

damaged area 
• the Agency responsible for technical assistance, such as the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), 

has made a needs determination, which may include cubic yards of earthmoving, etc., required for rehabilitation   

Note: Funding has not been allocated to any Wyoming counties to date. Funds have been requested and are waiting for 
allocation by Washington DC.  

For more information about ECP, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 
(Relay voice users). 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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