
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Cowboy Country Connection 

April/May   
2016 

Carbon/Albany County 
101 Cypress Ave. 
PO Box 607 
Saratoga, WY  82331 
Ph: 307-326-5657 x 2 
Fax: 855-415-3441 
http://www.usda.gov/wy 
Hours: 
Monday-Friday 
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 

County Committee 
Melinda Sims, Chairperson 
Montie Munroe, Vice-
Chairperson 
Michelle Hall, Member 
Tom Page, Member 
Pat Sheehan, Member 
 

Farm Service Agency 
Sheryl Hunter, CED 
Alyssa VanAken, PT 
Dixie Mount, FLO- Platte 
County, 307-322-4050 
 

NRCS 
Mark Shirley, DC Saratoga 
Mike Boardman, Medicine 
Bow                            379-2221 
Caleb Owens, Baggs   
                                   383-7860 
Ruben Vasquez, DC Laramie 
                                   745-3698  

 
 

Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate 
agricultural income-producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and 
other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the help 
of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and 
provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The 
maximum loan amount is $5,000.  
Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:  

• Be a citizen of the United States or a legal resident alien  
• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources 
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of 

work as outlined above  
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project 

under guidance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must 
recommend the applicant, and providing adequate supervision.  

Stop by the county office for help preparing & processing the application forms.  
Beginning Farmer Loans 

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these 
designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible 
applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning 
farmer as a person who: 

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and 

financial management program sponsored by FSA 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30% of the county’s average size farm 

Additional program information, applications, and other materials are available 
at your local USDA service center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.  

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or 
continue in agriculture production. Loans are available for operating type loans 
and/or to purchase or improve farms or ranches.  
While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA 
has provided priority funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.  
A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been 
subjected to racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as a 
member of the group without regard to his or her individual qualities.  
FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility 
requirements and are unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.  

http://www.usda.gov/wy
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Important Dates 

April 20 – Albany County 
Office Day 
 
April 26-28 – Office 
Closed - Statewide 
training  
 
May 18 – Albany County 
Office Day 
 
May 30 – Office Closed -
Memorial Day  
 
Anytime-- Contact the 
office to report adverse 
weather conditions & 
losses. 
 
 

 

The Livestock Indemnity Program 
(LIP) provides assistance to eligible 
producers for livestock death losses in 
excess of normal mortality due to 
adverse weather and attacks by 
animals reintroduced into the wild by 
the federal government or protected 
by federal law. LIP compensates 
livestock owners and contract growers 
for livestock death losses in excess of 
normal mortality due to adverse 
weather, including losses due to 
hurricanes, floods, blizzards, 
wildfires, extreme heat or extreme 
cold.  
For 2016, eligible losses must occur 
on or after January 1, 2016, and before 
December 31, 2016. A notice of loss 
must be filed with FSA within 30 days 
of when the loss of livestock is 
apparent. Participants must provide 
the following supporting 
documentation to their local FSA 
office no later than 90 calendar days 
after the end of the calendar year for 
which benefits are requested: 
• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of growers contracts 
• Proof of normal mortality 

documentation 
USDA has established normal 
mortality rates for each type and 
weight range of eligible livestock. 
These established percentages reflect 
losses that are considered expected or 
typical under “normal” conditions. 
Producers who suffer livestock losses 
in 2016 must file both of the 
following:  
• A Notice of loss the earlier of 30 

calendar days of when the loss 
was apparent or by January 30, 
2017 

• An application for payment by 
March 31, 2017.  

Additional information about LIP is 
available at your local FSA office or 
online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.  
 

Report Livestock 
Losses 

 Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer 
record database. If you have any 
unreported changes of address, zip 
code, or an incorrect name, or 
business name on file they need to 
be reported to our office. Changes 
in your farm operation, like the 
addition of a farm by lease or 
purchase, need to be reported to our 
office as well. Producers 
participating in FSA and NRCS 
programs are required to timely 
report changes in their farming 
operation to the County Committee 
in writing and update their CCC- 
902 Farm Operating Plan.  
If you have and updates or 
corrections, please call your local 
FSA office to update your records.  
 

ARC and PLC Acreage 
Maintenance 

Producers enrolled in Agriculture 
Risk Coverage (ARC), Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) must protect all 
cropland and noncropland acres on 
the farm from wind and water 
erosion and noxious weeds. 
Producers who sign ARC county or 
individual contracts and PLC 
contracts agree to effectively 
control noxious weeds on the farm 
according to sound agricultural 
practices. If a producer fails to take 
necessary actions to correct a 
maintenance problem on a farm 
that is enrolled in ARC, or PLC the 
County Committee may elect to 
terminate the contract for the 
program year.  
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
USDA Removes Farm Program Payments to Managers Not Actively 

Engaged in Farming  
USDA finalized a rule to ensure that farm safety-net payments are issued only to active managers of farms 
that operate as joint ventures or general partnerships, consistent with the direction and authority provide by 
Congress in the 2014 Farm Bill. The action, which exempts family farm operations, closes a loophole 
where individuals who were not actively part of farm management still received payments.  

Since 1987, the broad definition of “actively engaged” resulted in some general partnerships and joint 
ventures adding managers to the farming operation, qualifying for more payments that did not substantially 
contribute to management. The rule applies to operations seeking more than one farm manager, and 
requires measurable, documented hours and key management activities each year. Some operations of 
certain sizes and complexity may be allowed up to three qualifying managers under limited conditions. The 
changes apply to payments for 2016 and subsequent crop years for Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and 
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP) and Marketing Loan Gains 
(MLG) realized via the Marketing Assistance Loan program.  

As required by Congress, the new rule does not apply to family farms, or change regulations related to 
contributions of land, capital, equipment, or labor. The changes go into effect for the 2016 crop year for 
most farms. Farms that have already planted fall crops for 2016 have until the 2017 crop year to comply. 
For more details, producers are encouraged to consult their local Farm Service Agency office.  

  

 Farm Storage Facility Loans 

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to build or 
upgrade storage facilities.  

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. Eligible 
commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds 
harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, 
fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, 
yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals 
through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage 
facilities for eligible commodities.  

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/ security agreement and some loans between 
$50,000 and $100,000 will no longer require additional security.  

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are 
designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new 
farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and 
underserved producers.  

To learn more about the FSA Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or contact your 
local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.  

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport
http://offices.usda.gov/


Carbon/Albany County FSA Office 
101 Cypress Ave.  
PO Box 607 
Saratoga, WY  82331 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington DC 20250-9410, or call 866-632-9992 (Toll-free customer service), 800-877-8339 (Local or Federal 
relay), 866-377-8642 (Relay voice users).  

 

Carbon/ Albany County Producers Urged to Consider Risk 
Protection Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to review available USDA crop risk protection 
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage, before the crop deadline of April 1st.  
Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and excessive 
moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance 
program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, 
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial 
crops.  
The following crops in Carbon/ Albany County have a NAP application deadline of April 1, 2016: Grass 
for grazing, grass for hay. 
USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of Illinois to create an online tool 
at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for federal 
crop insurance or NAP, and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP basic coverage 
is available at 55% of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50% of expected production, 
with higher levels of coverage, up to 65% of their expected production at 100% of the average market price 
available, including coverage for organics and crops marketed directly to consumers. Crops intended for 
grazing are not eligible for additional NAP coverage.  
Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent lists 
are available as all USDA service centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.  
For more information on NAP, service fees, premiums and sales deadlines, contact the Carbon/Albany 
County FSA office at 307-326-5657 extension 2 or visit the web at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.  
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap

