
November 2016 

 

• USDA Expands Working-Lands Conservation Opportunities through CRP 
• FSA Urges Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County Committee Elections 
• USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and Additional Lender Category for Small-Scale Operators 

 
Fremont County FSA Updates 

 
Fremont County FSA 
Office 

508 N Broadway Ave 
Riverton, WY  82501 

Phone: 307-856-7524 
Fax: 855-415-3439 

County Executive 
Director: 
Annie Bryce 

Farm Loan Manager: 
Brian Harrell 

Program Technicians: 
Lauren Evans 
Carol Zogata 
 
County Committee: 
Bill Jennings 
Bryan Hamilton 
Will O'Neal 

Next County Committee 
Meeting:  12/15/2016 

USDA Expands Working-Lands Conservation Opportunities 
through CRP 
FSA has announced the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will offer a new Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) Grasslands practice specifically tailored for small-scale livestock grazing operations. Small 
livestock operations with 100 or fewer head of grazing dairy cows (or the equivalent) can submit 
applications to enroll up to 200 acres of grasslands per farm. USDA’s goal is to enroll up to 200,000 acres.  

For 30 years, lands in the Conservation Reserve Program have contributed to soil and water protection 
and wildlife and pollinator habitat, while playing a significant role in mitigating climate change. CRP 
Grasslands recognizes the conservation value of well-managed, working grazing lands and pasturelands. 
This new opportunity for small livestock operations, like the dairy farms or small beef farms, will help 
ensure livestock operations of varying scales across the country have an opportunity to achieve 
environmental and economic benefits. Small livestock operations are encouraged to contact their local 
Farm Service Agency office to learn more about this program.  

The new practice for small-scale livestock grazers aims to encourage greater diversity geographically and 
in types of livestock operation. This opportunity will close on Dec. 16, 2016. Offers selected this fiscal year 
will be enrolled into CRP Grasslands beginning Oct. 1, 2017.  

Participants in CRP Grasslands establish or maintain long-term, resource-conserving grasses and other 
plant species to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat on marginally 
productive agricultural lands. CRP Grasslands participants can use the land for livestock production (e.g. 
grazing or producing hay), while following their conservation and grazing plans in order to maintain the 
cover. A goal of CRP Grasslands is to minimize conversion of grasslands either to row crops or to non-
agricultural uses. Participants can receive annual payments of up to 75 percent of the grazing value of the 
land and up to 50 percent to fund cover or practices like cross-fencing to support rotational grazing or 
improving pasture cover to benefit pollinators or other wildlife.  

USDA will select offers for enrollment based on six ranking factors: (1) current and future use, (2) new 
farmer/rancher or underserved producer involvement, (3) maximum grassland preservation, (4) vegetative 
cover, (5) environmental factors and (6) pollinator habitat. Offers for the second ranking period also will be 
considered from producers who submitted offers for the first ranking period but were not accepted, as well 
as from new offers submitted through Dec. 16. 

 

 



FSA Urges Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County Committee Elections 
USDA encourages farmers and ranchers to make their voices heard by voting in the upcoming Farm Service Agency (FSA) County 
Committee elections. Beginning Monday, Nov. 7, 2016, USDA will begin mailing ballots to eligible farmers and ranchers across the 
country. Producers must return ballots to their local FSA offices by Dec. 13, 2016, to ensure that their vote is counted.  

Nearly 7,700 FSA County Committee members serve FSA offices nationwide. Each committee has three to 11 elected members 
who serve three-year terms of office. One-third of County Committee seats are up for election each year. County Committee 
members apply their knowledge and judgment to help FSA make important decisions on its commodity support programs, 
conservation programs, indemnity and disaster programs, and emergency programs and eligibility.  

The candidate in this year’s election is:  

Jim Hellyer is nominated in Local Administrative Area (LAA) 3 to serve as a Committee Member.  LAA 3 represents the Lander and 
Dubois area.  Bryan Hamilton is the incumbent, completing is third and final term, for a total of nine years of service.  Thank you 
Bryan for your service! 

Producers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program to be eligible to vote in the County Committee election. Farmers and 
ranchers who supervise and conduct the farming operations of an entire farm, but are not of legal voting age, also may be eligible to 
vote.  

Farmers and ranchers in LAA 3 began receiving their ballots the week of Nov. 7. Ballots include the names of candidates running 
for the local committee election. FSA has modified the ballot, making it easily identifiable and less likely to be overlooked. Voters in 
LAA 3 who did not receive ballot can pick one up at their local FSA office. Ballots returned by mail must be postmarked no later than 
Dec. 13, 2016. Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2017.  

For more information, visit the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or contact the Fremont County FSA office at 307-856-
7524, ext. 2. 

 
USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and Additional Lender 
Category for Small-Scale Operators 
Options Help More Beginning, Small and Urban Producers Gain Access to Credit  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of a streamlined version of USDA guaranteed loans, which 
are tailored for smaller scale farms and urban producers. The program, called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a simplified application 
process to help beginning, small, underserved and family farmers and ranchers apply for loans of up to $100,000 from USDA-
approved lenders to purchase farmland or finance agricultural operations.  

USDA also unveiled a new category of lenders that will join traditional lenders, such as banks and credit unions, in offering USDA 
EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation 
Corporations, will be able to offer their customers up to $50,000 of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping to reach urban areas and 
underserved producers. Banks, credit unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers up to $100,000 to 
help with agricultural operation costs.  

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating expenses and 40 years for 
financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent.  

More than half of all FSA loans go to new farmers and more than a quarter to underserved borrowers. FSA also offers loans of up to 
$5,000 to young farmers and ranchers though the Youth Loan Program. Loans are made to eligible youth to finance agricultural 
projects, with almost 9,000 young people now participating. More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can be 
found at www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office. To find your nearest office location, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov  

 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact Annie Bryce at 307-
856-7524 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.  

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans
http://offices.usda.gov/


USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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