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Enrollment Period for 2016 USDA Safety Net Coverage 
Ends Aug. 1 
Producers who chose coverage from the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, 
known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can 
visit FSA county offices through Aug. 1, 2016, to sign contracts to enroll in coverage for 2016. Late-
filed enrollments will be accepted through August 31, 2016.  

Although the choice between ARC and PLC is completed and remains in effect through 2018, 
producers must still enroll their farm by signing a contract each year to receive coverage. 

Producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office to schedule an appointment to enroll. If 
a farm is not enrolled during the 2016 enrollment period, producers on that farm will not be eligible 
for financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs should crop prices or farm revenues fall 
below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. 

The two programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural 
producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered 
commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain 
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain 
rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed 
and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more details regarding these 
programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

 
USDA Announces Conservation Reserve Program Results  
USDA announced the enrollment of more than 800,000 acres in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Through CRP, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) helps farmers offset the costs of restoring, enhancing and protecting certain grasses, shrubs and 
trees that improve water quality, prevent soil erosion and strengthen wildlife habitat. Farmers’ and ranchers’ participation in CRP 
continues to provide numerous benefits to our nation, including helping reduce emissions of harmful greenhouse gases and 
providing resiliency to future weather changes. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://offices.usda.gov/


A nationwide acreage limit was established for this program in the 2014 Farm Bill, capping the total number of acres that may be 
enrolled at 24 million for fiscal years 2017 and 2018. At the same time, USDA has experienced a record demand from farmers and 
ranchers interested in participating in the voluntary program. As of March 2016, 23.8 million acres were enrolled in CRP, with 1.7 
million acres set to expire this fall.  

Over three million acres have been offered for enrollment this year across the three main categories within CRP, with USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) receiving over 26,000 offers to enroll more than 1.8 million acres during the general enrollment period, and 
over 4,600 offers to enroll more than one million acres in the new CRP Grasslands program. Coming off a record-setting 2015 
continuous enrollment of over 860,000 acres, more than 364,000 acres already have been accepted for 2016 in the CRP 
continuous enrollment, triple the pace of last year. 

FSA will accept 411,000 acres in general enrollment, the most competitive selection in the history of the program, with the acreage 
providing record high conservation benefits. USDA selected offers by weighing environmental factors plus cost, including wildlife 
enhancement, water quality, soil erosion, enduring benefits, and air quality.  

The results of the first-ever enrollment period for CRP Grasslands, FSA will also accept 101,000 acres in the program, providing 
participants with financial assistance for establishing approved grasses, trees and shrubs on pasture and rangeland that can 
continue to be grazed.  More than 70 percent of these acres are diverse native grasslands under threat of conversion, and more 
than 97 percent of the acres have a new, veteran or underserved farmer or rancher as a primary producer. FSA continues to accept 
CRP Grasslands offers and will conduct another ranking period later this year.  

Participants in CRP establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as “covers”) 
to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat on marginally productive agricultural lands. In return, FSA 
provides participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance.  Contract duration is between 10 and 15 years. 

To learn more about FSA’s conservation programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation or contact a local FSA county office. To 
find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Farm Loan Program Information 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) has loan programs that could help farmers and ranchers experiencing financial problems in today’s 
economy of tight profit margins. Several types of loan programs are offered through FSA. 

Under the Guaranteed Loan program, FSA guarantees farm ownership, term operating loans, and lines of credit used for annual 
operating through conventional agricultural lenders for guarantees up to 95%. The guarantee generally allows the conventional 
lender to provide the applicant with longer terms and lower rates of interest. All applicants must meet certain qualifying criteria to be 
eligible for guarantees. Farmers and ranchers interested in Guaranteed Loans should apply directly with a conventional lender, who 
arranges for the guarantee. 

For those unable to qualify for a Guaranteed Loan, FSA offers Direct Loans, which are made and serviced by FSA officials. Funding 
is limited for Direct Loans, and applicants must sometimes wait until funds are available. To qualify for a Direct Farm Ownership or 
Operating Loan, the applicant must meet eligibility criteria and have sufficient repayment ability and loan collateral. FSA will work 
with you to analyze your situation, provide technical assistance, and tailor loans to meet your needs.  

Youth between the ages of 10 and 21 may also apply for a direct loan up to $5,000 associated with their 4-H, FFA, or other youth 
organization activities. 

Farm Service Agency is an Equal Credit Opportunity Lender. Beginning farmers and members of traditionally underserved gender 
and ethnic groups are encouraged to apply for guaranteed and/or direct loan assistance from FSA. Each year, farm ownership and 
operating loan funds are temporarily set-aside to meet the needs of beginning farmers and traditionally underserved groups. 

Anyone having questions, please call your local Farm Service Agency in Torrington WY at 307-532-4880. 

 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact Darrell Jones at 307-
532-4880 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation
http://offices.usda.gov/
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