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USDA Announces Enrollment Period for Safety Net 
Coverage in 2017 
Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, 
known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can begin visiting 
FSA county offices starting Nov. 1, 2016, to sign contracts and enroll for the 2017 crop year. The 
enrollment period will continue until Aug. 1, 2017. 

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll by 
signing a contract each program year.  

If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment period, the producers on that farm will not be eligible for 
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices or farm revenues 
fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. Producers who made 
their elections in 2015 must still enroll during the 2017 enrollment period. 

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural 
producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered 
commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, 
lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes 
short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is 
no longer a covered commodity. For more details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-
plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, 
visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

 
County Committee Election Results 
Congratulations to Dixie Roth. She was elected to represent farmers from LAA 1 (Townships 26-30) on the county committee. Dixie 
was elected to her 1st term.   

FSA appreciates all of the eligible voters for taking the time to complete the election ballot. The county committee system works 
only because of your participation. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://offices.usda.gov/


The committee members will hold their organizational meeting at the first meeting in 2017 to determine who will serve as the county 
committee chairman and vice-chairman. 

Linda Nichol recently concluded 9 years of service on the Goshen County FSA Committee, and before that, served as an Advisor to 
the Committee. Those of us who have had the privilege of working with Linda in any capacity appreciate her approach to reviewing 
matters and her wealth of knowledge in the agricultural community. Thanks to Linda for her service. 

 
USDA Expands Microloans to Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new financing avenue for farmers to 
buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a 
career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

The microloan program, which celebrates its third anniversary this week, has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 
low-interest loans, totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with 
operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have 
gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and water conservation 
improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application process, expand eligibility requirements and 
expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified 
producers, and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

This microloan announcement is another USDA resource for America’s farmers and ranchers to utilize, especially as new and 
beginning farmers and ranchers look for the assistance they need to get started. To learn more about the FSA microloan program 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your local FSA office. To find your nearest office location, please 
visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact Darrell Jones at 307-
532-4880 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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