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Consider Risk Protection Coverage before Crop Sales
Deadlines

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to review available USDA crop risk
protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) coverage, before the crop deadline of April 1, 2016

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits,
vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey,
syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

The following crops in Natrona and Converse Counties have a NAP application deadline of April 1,
2016: Spring Alfalfa Seed, Forage Seeding and all other crops.

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of lllinois to create an online
tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for
federal crop insurance or NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP
basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50
percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected
production at 100 percent of the average market price available, including coverage for organics and
crops marketed directly to consumers. Crops intended for grazing are not eligible for additional NAP
coverage.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent
lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA'’s online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.

For more information on NAP, service fees, premiums and sales deadlines, contact the Natrona
County FSA office at 307-261-5436, ext. 2 or visit the web at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.



http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap

2016 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit the Natrona and Converse County
FSA offices to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. Post cards will be mailed soon with crop reporting
appointments. Producers are encouraged to contact the office if the scheduled appointment time will not work for them.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Natrona and Converse Counties:
July 15, 2016: Spring Alfalfa Seed, Forage Seeding and all other crops

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:

. If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 15
calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later
than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county
office.

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,” then
the acreage must be reported by July 15th. Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note
that the acreage reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact the
Natrona County FSA office at 307-261-5436, ext. 2.

Enrollment Period for 2016 USDA Safety Net Coverage Ends Aug. 1

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced that producers who chose coverage from the safety net programs established
by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can visit FSA
county offices through Aug. 1, 2016, to sign contracts to enroll in coverage for 2016. Producers will also have the opportunity to enroll
when completing their 2016 acreage reports.

Although the choice between ARC and PLC is completed and remains in effect through 2018, producers must still enroll their farm by
signing a contract each year to receive coverage.

Producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office to schedule an appointment to enroll. If a farm is not enrolled during the
2016 enrollment period, producers on that farm will not be eligible for financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs should
crop prices or farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program.

The two programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural producers when there is a substantial
drop in prices or revenues for covered commaodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which
includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a
covered commaodity. For more details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866)
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://offices.usda.gov/
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